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Sect. I. Alexander's birth. The Temple of Epkefus is 
burned the Jiime day. The hapdy natural inclinations 
of that prince, Ariflotle is appointed his, preceptor^ 
'who infpires him with a furprijing tafie for Icarnin^^ 
He breaks Bucephalus* r 

■ A LEXANDER came into the world the firfl; year 
-^^ of the CVIth Olympiad. 

The very day he came into the world, the celebrated 
temple of Diana in Ephefus was burnt. The reader 
knows, without doubt, that Jt was one of the fevert 
wonders of the world. It had been built in the name, 
and at the expence of all Afia Minor. A great number 
of * years were employed in building it. Its length 
was four hundred and twenty-five feet, and its breadt^ 
two hundred and twenty, li was fupported by art 
• hundred and twenty-feven columns, threefcore feet 
high, which fo many t kings had caufed tQjhe wrought 
at a great expence, and by the moft excellent artiils, who 
endeavoured to excel one another on this occafion. The 

VoL.yi. B reft 

» A. M! 364S. Ant. J. C. 356. Pliti. 1. xxxvi. c. 14. 

. • Pliny fays two hundred and twenty years, which is not probable^] 

t Antiencly liloit cities were sov^med by their partkulai kiagi 
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reftof thcjteujplc.was ec^ual to the columns 91 inagnifi* 
cence. 

** Hc^fias ♦ of Magncfia, according to Plutarch, 
fays, " That it was no wonder the temple was burned, 
becaufe Diana was that day employed at the delivery of 
Olympias, to facilitate the birth of Alexander." A re- 
{leclion, fays our author, fo.very,t cpld, that it might 
have extinguifhed the fire. J Cicero, who afcribes 
this faying to Timaeus, declares it a very fmart one, at 
which I am very much fufprifed. Poflibly the fond* 
nefs he had for jokes, made him not very delicate in 
things of thii kind. ' 

* One Heroftratus had fired that temple on purpofe. 
Being put to the tonnre, ia onkr tp force him to confefs 
his motive for committing fo infamous anadion, lie con*- 
felled that it was the view of making himfelf kjiown tp 
pbfterity, and to immortalife his name, by deftroying fo 
noble a ftru£lure. The dates general of Afia imagined 
they fhould prevent the fuccefs of his view, by pubHfh- 
'ing a decree, to prohibit the mention of his name. 
However, their prohibition onty excited a greater curio- 
iity ; for fcarce one of the. hillorians- of diat age Jias 
omitted' to mention fo monftrou&^an extravagance,, and. 
at the iame time have told us the name of the criminaL 

* The pdflion which prevailed moft in Alexander^ 
'«ven from.-his tender years, was ambition, and an ardent 

defire crt\glory ; but not for every fpecies of glory* 
Philip, like a fqphift, valued bimfelf upon his eloquence 
a^nd the beauty rf his flile ; and: had the vanity to have 
|ngraved ori his coins the feveral viftories he had won at 
fheOlympick games in thechariot-race. But itwasrnot to 

this. 

• Flut. in Alri. p. 6|j. « Vale/. Wax. I. viii. c. 141, 
' '> PIttIk in vitiAltx. p. 6i5-«'468. Ib«.de Eortuit. Alex. p. 34ft. 

«^ H« nms^att hiilMttA, ancl llv^'in^ thir'*ti»ic of Plolemy, fon 6f 

•f 1 do not know wltether Plutarch's refle6(ion be not dill colder. 
-^ CoHclrmiy Mt multa^ T/n^rwiJ f»i, cum \n biflpri^^ixjfff(,^fuanofft»atmt . 
MxfiMdir^t etdtm Dian^ E^biji^t-temphm\dtfittpmif^f atfjaaxttg mimm 

4»w* DrHat. I>eor. t. ii. n.-^^. 



this hU fon afpired. .Hi;k fvicnds a^ag bun one day* 
wl^tber he would, oot he prejif^t at the a^n^cs above.. 
Tiieivtioned, in order to dupute the prize Dcftuwed on 
that occafion ? for be jyas very fwift of foot. .He ^a- 
fwered, *' That he would contend in them, piovidcd 
kings were to, be hi^antagonii^s^" 

.Every dmenews wa^s brought hiip, that his father 
hadial^cn fome city, or gsaaed iQzne great battle, Alex- 
^Lodar^fa far from dialing in the general joy, ufed to 
fay in a plaintive tone of voice,, to the young pcrfoni 
tliat were. brought up with him, ** Friends, my father 
will poffefs himfelf of every tiling, and leave nothing 
for us to do.'* 

One day fome amba^Tadors from the king of PerHa 
being^ ar4ived at court during Philip's abfencc, Alex- 
bander gave. them, fo kind and fonohtc a reception, and 
resided them in fo noble and generous a manner, as 
cibarjped the;m,aH ; but, that which mpfl furprifpd them 
was, the gpod fenie and judj^iperit he difcovered in the 
feveral con^\*erfatiuns tlicy had with him. He did not 
pjxxpofe to them any tbing that was trifling ; and likp 
one of his age ; iaich, for inilanpe, as inquiring about 
the foruuich boafted gardens fufpended in the airf.the 
cjches and ;nagnificence of the pfilace,,ah4 court of the 
king of Perfia, which, excited the acI;miratiou. of the 
whole World ; the famous golden plantane-tree ;. *' and 
tliat golden vine, tfae^grapes of which \v^e of en^eralds, 
carbMncles, rubjes,.and all f6jrt$ of j)recious flones,.under 
whiqh the Perf^n monarch W4$ laid frequently to give 
audience : Alexander,,! fs^y, aflkf d them qu^ftions of a 
quitediflf^rent) nature,, inqmritig- \vHicl> was the road to 
Upper A&a; the diftafw^e of the. tcvi?i:al places ; in what 
tlmilr^pgth and: power of the Hing of.l:erfia qonfifted'; 
in what part of the battle he fought ;. h()w h<j behaved 
tAwar^s hisqneniies ; apd.in wli^i^manPPi be govern<^d 
his fubje^s* Tb^fc ambalTadprs. admired him al} the 
while ; and perceiving even at that thhe how great he 
might one day become, chey obferved, in a few words, 
••'•'*: • R SI . •/ '• the 

^ .Mhj»> I- W P.'l7j^ 
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the difference tbey found between Alexander and ^ Ar- 
taxerxes, by fatyirig one to anotWer, * " This young 
prince is great, arid' ours is rich/' That man muft be 
vaftly infignifieant, who has ao other merit than his 
riches! . 

So ripe a judgment in this young prince, was owing 
as much to the good jeducation which had been givea 
Wm, as to the happinefs of his natural parts* Several 
preceptors were appointed to teach bim all fuch arts and 
iciences as are worthy the heir to a great kingdom ; and 
the chief of thefe was Leonidas* a perfon of the moft 
•fevere morals, and a relation of the queen. Alexander 
himfelf tells us afterwards, that this Leonidas, in their 
journAes together, ufed frequently to look into the trunks 
;where his bed* and clothes were laid, in order to fee if 
Olympias his jipother had not put fometbing fuperfluous 
into them, which might adminifter to delicacy and luxury. 
But the greateft lervice Philip did his ion, was ap- 
pointing Ariftotle lii^ preceptor, the moft famous and 
the mbft learned philofopher of his age, whom he en- 
trufted with the whole care of his education. * * One 
of the reafons which prompted Philip to choofe him a 
raafter of fo confpicuous a reputation and m«rit*was, 
as he himfelf tells us, that hi^ fon might avoid commit- 
ting a glreat many faults, of which be himfelf had been 
•guilty. ' " : 

; Philip was fenfible, how grjsat a treafure he poffeffed 
- m the perfon of Ariftotle ; for which reafon he fettled 
a very confiderable ftipeind upon him^ and afterwards re- 
warcied hispains and care in an infinitely more glorious 
manner;* for having deftrbyed and laid yafte the city 
oft Stagira, the. native; place of that philofopher, he 
rebuilt it, purely out of afteflion for him ; re-inftated 
the inhabitants who had fled /from it, or 'were made 
flaves; and gave them* a.fine park in the neighbourhood 
of Staffira. as a place for their ftudies and affcmbliesv 
^ ^ ■ • • £ven 

f Artaxerxps Ochus. t Pint, in Apophtheg. p. 178. 
t A city of Macedon, ncar^he fea-Oiorc. 
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Even in Plutarch's time, the ftone feats which Anft<nle 
had placed there.were fi^iiding ; as.^lfo fpacious viftocs, 
undpr which tliofe \vho walked wire fliaded fro;n the 
fun-ieams, - . , . : 

Alexander likewife difeovered no lefs efleem for Iiiy 
matter, whom he believed himfelf bound to love as much 
as if he had been his father ; declaring, * ** Tliat h? was 
indebted to the one for Hying, and to the otiier fpr living 
well." The ^progrefs of the pupil was equal to the 
care and abilitiesof the preceptor, f He giew vaftly fond 
of philofc^phy ; and learned the feveral parts of it, but 
in a manner fuitable to his birth. Ariftotle'endeavQvircd 
fr) improve his judgment by laying Sown Cure ^nd cer- 
tain x\xle% by which he might diflinguifh jviflE and foIiJ, 
reafoning. from what is but fpecioulty fo ; and by ac 
cuiloming him to feparate. in difcourfe ,all fuch. parts a i 
ojaly daZ2Jle^ from tliofe which ar.^. truly folid, an. 
fliould conftitute its whole value. He alfo ^xercifed hii i 
in metaphy&cft^ which, ipay be of great beiKfit to i 
prince; provided be ap^iii^ft nimfelf to Uiem with mod< • 
ration^ as they explain U> him the nature of tb^ hum< ■ 
mind; bow greatly it difrer^'froni matter; mwt i 
ttjanner he perceives Spiritual things ; hoW'he'is (e'nfil: i 
pf the impreffionrof thofe, that furround him^ and ma ■ 
other queftioDS oi the ^^k;e ' irtport. . . Thp .reader, v I 
naturally -luppofex that ji^ jli^! B,otjOnjiit*ert.her tbp mat! ■ 
matics, which giv^ the jpii^^jfo jiirf a iuYn of ,ininki j 
or the wonders of nature', ^Tie/uudy of wKich,.l)cfidc i 
great many other advantages, {hows How very ihcap< i 
the mind of man is to difcover the fecret principles ol" 
things to which he is daily an eye-witnefs. But A 
ander applied himfelf chiefly to morality, which is . 
perly the fcience of kings, becavife it is.the knowl^dj j 
mankind, ana of all thei.r duties.'.' TT^^* ^^ made 
feripus and profound ftudy ; and cohfidered it, ev< I 
that time, as the foundation of prudence and wife pc 
How much mutt fuch an education contribute t 

- , . ; . I 

\ I 

+ Metirtuit exfa^ienth modum* Tacit. 
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good conduft of a prince with regard to bis oitvn in- 
tferefts and the rovcrnment of hfe people ? 
' ** The grseateft mailer of rhetortc that andquiey could 
ev^ bpait, and who has left fo excellent atreatif^ on 
that fubjefh took care to make that fcience part «if hia 
pupil's education ; and we find that Alexander, even in 
the midft of his conquefts, was often \^erj^ urgent with 
Arlftotlc to fend him a treaiife on that fubjeftl To this 
We owe the work intitled Alexander's Wietorick ; in the 
beginning of which, Ai'iflotle proves to hiiti the vaft ad* 
images a prince may reap from eloquence, as it gives' 
him the greateftafeendant over the minds of men, which 
he ought to acquire as well byhis wifdomas authority. 
Some anfwers and letters of Alexander, which are ftill 
extaiit, fliow that he poflefled, in itsgreateftp^eEKon, 
that ftrpng, that manly eloquence, whidh abounds with' 
ftnfe'and ideas; and which is fo entirely free from 
ftaperfluous expreflio;is,tha^ every fingle word has its 
Aeaning'; Which, property fpeaking, is the dotpiehce' 
of kings: * . . 

Mis efteetn, or rather his paflioii** for ft orrter, fticfvn^ 
notoniy with What vigour .and fuccefs he applied him- 
felf to pdlite litei^cure,. but the judicious ule he made of 
it* and tihe fetid advantages he projiofed to himfdf from' 
ft. He vf ^ not prompted to t^erufjB this poet riierd/ 
out of ctiriolity, pi' to uiibend nis mind, orfrom a great 
fondnefs for poety; .W hii view iii ftudying this ad- 
ihirabie writer was, in order to borrow fu^ch fentiments 
Irom him, as are worthy a great king, and conqueror ; 
eouiTage, imrepidity, magnanimity, temperance, pru^ 
deace ; the art of c6mmanding well in war ahd peace. 
And, indeed, rtie verfe which plejifed him moft in 
Homer +, was that where A^^meiknort i? reprefented as^ 
£Cddiinj(,.andaorav}!Uiarnor» r 

• • ' ^ Aftet 

1^ ArlAbt. in Rhetor, ad Alex. p. 608, 609. 
• Jmferotoria brev'itatf. Tacit. 

tliad. 3. V, 172. 
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After ihU it as^io womler that Alexander flionU have 
fo higb an ^fteem for this poet* Thus^ when after the 
battle of Arbebt the Macedonians had found among the 
feoiis of Darius a gold box (enriched with precious 
itoncs) in which the exceJI&nt perfumes ufed by that 
prince were foi^ Alexander, who was quite covered 
withfduft, and regardlefs of eflences and perfumes, or« 
deredrtiuitthis box ihould be employed to no other uib 
than, t» bold Homer's poems, which be believed the 
igkott perfe£l, the moft preciotts * produfiion of the 
human iiiind» He admired particulany the Iliad, which 
l^e^callcd, t ** The heft piroviGen tor a warrior." He 
alwayshadwithUm tbateditionof Homer which Arif« 
totlehadTevifed and corre6Ud,andto which the title of 
the Ed^ion of theSax w^ given ; and he Jaid it, with, 
his fword, e$rery night, mider bis |»ilIow. 

* Fond, ev'en to exi^efs, of eveiy kind of glory, he 
was difyleaied with Aiiftotle, his mafiec, for baving^ 
pnbliihed, inbis abfencp, cectain me^aphylical pieces, 
"Wbiirb belmi^lf defired to pofiefs only ; and even a^ 
the time when/be was emplovedin the coneueft of Afia. 
an4 the^j^uiiuit of Darius, he wrote to niim a letter, 
whkb ise ftiU eKtaenj^ wbeKem he com^ains upon thai 
ve^ acicouatw Alexander. %4 in it^ that *« % he hadi 
*' ^a»ttcb rather fii<pais the reft of m^n in the knowledge 
^ of fubhme and excellent thia^ than the greatoeft 
" and Extent of his power/' H^ in like manner re« 
^u^iled ^ Arigotle, not to ibow the treatife of rhetoric 
s^ve mentioned to any: peribp but himlelf . I will con«* 
fefs, that there is an excefs in this ftrong defire of glorj^ 
which proim^ him to (iipprels the merit of other*, in 
ovdc^ t|;^t his only inay appear ; but then we at leailr 
inuft cojafefsi diat it difcpvers fuch a. paflion for ftudy aa 

i Aul* Oe]» t xx; Cr $• * AiiA. p. U^ 
* Tretkfijfatttm bmnatn atom efus, Plin« 1. vii. c^H^ # 
+ Tr.i 9rox«/t«(x«c afiTuc ffoiiKJv. The word which I have not beee 
able to render bett^, fignifies, that we find in the I liftd whatever rf • 
Utes to the art of war, and the qualities of a geneitii ; in a woid, all 
things neceiTary to form a ^ood comniander* ' 
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ft Very laudable iii' a prince ; -and the very rc^erf^ of 
ihkt indifference, nbt to fay contempt and averfibrt,- 
which moft young pefforis of High birth exprefs for rfl 
things that relate to learningjind ftudy. •' ' ' 

Plutarch tells us in'a fewwords, the irifinitfe advan-^ 
tage that Alexander, reaped from this tafte, with which 
his mafter (than whom no man poffefled greater talents 
for the education of .youth) had infpired iiim'from his 
moft tender infancy. •* He Ibved (laid that atitfibi^ to 
coriverfe with ieartied meh,tpimptdve;hitofelfin know^ 
fedj^e, and to'ftud.y*;" threb foufces of a monarch 'i felpi 
pirtefs, and which enable him ito ;fecute himfelf •from 
Aumberlefs difficulties ; three^ertain and InfaHibJe me-' 
thb'ds of learning to reigh -v^ithout the afliftanc^ of 
^hers. The converfation of perfons of fine fenfe, ii^- 
flrufts 2^ prjncc by way of amttfemeot, and teaches hinr 
a'thonfand curious (aknd^ufcfttl thing*! without trofting 
iim the leall trbubTe. The leSoBS whnch abte inafters' 
give him, oh the moft exs&ed'fcieiices,and pastkblarlyl 
tipon politics^ improve his mind Mondbrfnlly^^tttd fitr*' 
iiiffli hini withnries to tforem:his fubjefts with wifdom.- 
In finc/iludy, efpectally that of hiflory, crowns-all the 
wft, s^diis to hihi a'^ccfepibi' for afl !earfensi and fw^aff 
hlCTur's/ whV'wnthou!*^ei'eT^ ^r€h^^^g ■tTo\jS\e(dm^/ jic^ 

2' uaihts him Whh^trutte i^htchno ohe.elfe Wbrid -dafeto' 
IH him, ahd'under fiQitious^names,^xh.ibit^slhc*f>rinte 
tD'hrVrifelf;* teathes liim to know himtelf afwellas 
mankind, who are the fame in* all -ages*. ' Alexander 
<)wed all thefe advantages' to the exccHent edocatioa 
Ariilotle gave him* • •-. 

♦; *He hadairoa tafte for thci whole= circle 'i&f- arts; 
birt in fuch a manner- as became a pritice ; tWat i^i fie 
kndwtheValue arid ufefulnefs of them.' Miififct/'paintJ 
}Ag, fculpture, architeflure, flouriflied in his reign, be- 
caufe they found + iri him both ^ fkilfuf jiidge, and a ge- 
nerous 

! I Plut. de Fortun. Alex. Scrm.' ii. p. 33 > 
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xx^rous prote&or, who ws(s able to diftinguiih and reward 
merit. 

"But dcfpifed certain trifling feats of dcxtcritv, that, 
were of no ufe. Some i M^edonians adrairca very 
much a man, who employed hirafelf very attentively in 
throwing fmall peafe through the eye of a * needle, 
which he would do «t a confiderable diftance, and with- 
out once miffing. Alexander feeing him at this exer- 
cife, ordered him, as we are told, a prefent fuitable to 
his employment, viz. a bafket of peafe. 

Alexander was qi a fprightly dilpofition ; was rcfo- 
lute, and 'very tenacious of his opmion, which never 
gave way to force, but at the fame time would fubmit 
immediately to reafon and good fenfe. It is very diffi- 
cult to treat with per(bns of this turn of mind. Philip 
accordingly* nolwithllanding his double authority of 
king and father, belieyed it neceffary to employ per- 
fuafion rather than force with reipe^ to his fon, and 
endeavoured to make himfelf beloved rather (ban feared 
by him. . - , . 

An accident made him entertain a very advantageous 
opinion of Alexander* Theie had been fent from 
Theflaly to Philip a war-horfe, a noble, ilrong, fiery, 

!reiierous beafi« called f Bpcepliialus. . The owner would 
ell bii9 for thicteen talent^ about 1900/. fterling. The 
king.wjent i|>to the plains, attend^by his courtiers, in 
Qrdet to view the pjsrfe£iA^s of this horfe ; but upon 
trial he appeared io very fierce, and praxjiced about in 
to furious a manner, that no one dared to mo.unt l^imJ 
Philip, being angry that fo furious and unmanageal;^^ a 
creature had bf en lent hiip',g«(veor4ers for their carrying 
Jaim bapk /again. Alexandejf who was prefent . at that 
(isz^.cried owt,/vWhatra;5iobJe horfe thjpj are going tg 
|ofe,/for !w:^t of ad4refs and bpldnefs/to,back him!'* 
JPhilip, at 4rfti icdnfidered thefe ^.ords as the eSctl ot 
) ' ^5 .-. '. folly 

- .. ' » Quintal, lib. ii. cap. 3it. 

;• We may fuppofe it was fame inilrument in 'the ihape ot ztiet'dle, 
''^^ So^ie think he was called fe^ bccaufe his head was like that of 
an ox. . ^ ' .> : #. fl 



folly and rti(hnefs, fo common to yoking mcft i[ hat 9€ 
Alexander inCfted ftill more upon what he had faid, and 
was very much vexed to fee fo nobk a creature juS: going 
to be fent iiom^ again, his father gave him leave to try 
what he could do. The young prince, overjoyed at thfs 
permiffion, goes up to Bucephalus, takes hold of the 
bridle, and turns his head to the I'un ; having obferved 
that the thing which frighted him was his own ihadow, 
he feeing it dance about, or fink down, in proportion as 
he moved. He, therefore, firft ftToJied him gently with- 
his hand, and foothed him with his voice ; then feeing; 
his metal abate, and artfully taking his opportunity, he 
let fall his cloak, and fpringing fwiftly upon Jbi^ back, 
firft flackens the reiU, without once Arikmg or vexing 
him : and when he percetved that his fire was cooled, 
that he was no longer fo furious and violent, and wanted 
only to move forward, he gavcv him therein, and fj^urring 
him with great vigour, animated him with his voice ta 
his full fpced. While this was doing, Philip and his 
whole court trembled for fear, and did not once open 
tTieir lips ; but when the prince, after having run his firft 
heat, rteturned with joy and pride, at his having broke 
a horfe which was judged al>folutely ungoverha^le, ail 
the courtiers in general endeavoured to outvie one another 
in their applaul^s and congratulations ; and we are told^ 
Philip filed tears of joy on this occafion, 4ind embusing 
Alexander after he was aiig^ht^, aitd kifi^ing hts head; 
he faid to fern, " My fern, feek a kingdom more worthy 
of thee, for Macedon is below thy merit." 
' We are told a.great many furprifittg particulars of thit 
Bucephalus ; for whatever had knyjrelatioti to Alexander^ 
was to be of thfe man/^Uoos kinder » Wben^ ihi§ 
f reature was laddled 2md>et|«iMed lor hattie, he Wi»uM 
fuSer no one io back hJmhut his mafter : and k would 
not have been -fsife for any^ther perf(»n tbgb isearlhimv 
Whenever Alexander wahteici to mount him, he would 
kneel down upon his two fore-feet. According to fomc 
hiftprians, m tile baule againil Porus, where Alexander 

A Aul. Gel, 1. V. €. 3» 
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h^ plunged tQoimprudently amidft a body of the enemy, 
his horfe, tiiough wounded in evcty part of hh body, 
did however exert, himfelf in fo vigoroas a manner, that 
he faved his mafter*s life ; and notwithftanding the deep 
wounds he had received, and though almoft (pent through 
the great effufion of blood, lie brought off Alexander 
frotn aunong the combatants, and carried him with in- 
exprefitble vigour to a place of fccurity ; where per- 
ceiving* the king was no longer in danger, and over- 
joyed m fome meafure at the fervice he bad done hitn, 
he expired. This indeed is a very noble end for a 
borfe. Others fay, that Bucephalus, quite worn o|it, 
died at thirty years of age. Alexander bewailed kis 
death bitterly, believing that he had ]oft in him amoft 
faithful and affectionate friend ; and afterwards built 
a city on the very foot where he was buried, near the 
river Hydafpes, and called it Buc^halia^ in honour of' 
bim- 

I have related elfewhere, that Alei^andcr, at Hxr 
teen years of ^, was appointed regent of Macedo- 
nia, and invefted with abfolute authority during hiit 
father's abfence ; that be behaved with great prudence 
and bfayery ; and that he afterwards diftingyiflied 
hirafelf ia a 1Q0& Qgt^ nianner 4t the battle of Chae^ 
ronea. - 

* Et tlemimjaifjitperflifisjecurutf fuafi cum ftnjut humfiw fokthji ammgm 
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Sect. IL Alexander, afkr the death of Pkilip^^cends 
: the throne at twenty years of age. He Jubjeds and 
, reduces the nations cojitiguous to Maceaon who had 

revolted. Heroes into Greece to diffolve the^ alliance 

formed againjt him. Ih poffe/fes himfelf of and de-. 

. flroys Thebes, and pardons the Atheniaris. He geti 

, himfelf nominated, in the diet or ajfembly at Corinth^ 

. generaliflimo of the Greeks againft rerjia. He returns^ 

to Macedon, and rnakes preparations J or carrying , his 

arms into ARa. 

©"T^ARIUS and Alexander began to reign tlie fanie 
-■-^ year : the latter was but twenty when he fuc- 
ceeded to the crown. His firft care was to folemriizc 
the funeral obfequies of his father with the utmoft pomp, 
and to revenge his death. 

Upon his acceffion to the throne, he fatv himfelf fiir- 
TOunded with extreme dangers. The harb.arous n?iti6ns 
Againft whom Philip Tiad fought during his whole i'eign, 
and from whom he had made fevneral conquefts^ which 
lie had united to his crown, after having dethroned their 
natural kings, thought proper to take the advantage ot 
this junfture, in which a new prince, » who was but 
young; had afcended 'the throne, for recovering thfeir 
liberty, and uniting againft the common ufurper. ' Nor 
was he under lefs apprehenfions from Greece. Philip, 
though he had permitted the feveral cities and common- 
-wealths to continue their ancient form of government, 
had however changed it in reality, and made himfelf 
abfolute matter of it. Though he were abfent, he ne- 
verthelefs ruled in all the aflemblies ; and not a fingle 
refolution was taken, but in fubordi nation to his will. 
Though he had fubdued all Greece, either by the terror 
of his arms, or the fecret machinations of policy, he 
had not had time fufficient to fubjeft and accuftom it 
to his power, but had left all things in it in great 

ferment 

o A. M. 3668. Ant. J. C. 336, Plut. in Alex. p. 670, 672. Digd. 
. 1* xvi. p. 4S6 — ^4X9, Arrian, 1. i. de £xpedit. Aiex, p. a— ^3. 
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ferfxient and diforder, the minds of the vanquifhcd nQt 

being yet calmed nor moulded! to . fubjeflion. 

, The Macedonians refIe£Ung on this precarious fituatioA 

of things, advifed Alexander to cclinquifh Greece, and 

not perfiftin his refolutton of fubdoing it by fof ce ; * to 

recover by gentle methods the Barbarians who had taken 

arms, and to footh, as it were, thofe glimmerings of 

revolt and innovation by prudent referve, complacency, 

and iniinuations, in order to conciliate/afifefiioii. t How* 

ever, Alexander wx^uld not! liften to tkefe tintorous 

counfels, but tefolvftdto fcciire and fupport his affairs by 

faoldnefs and magnanimity ; firmly, periuaded, that (hould 

he relax in any point at iirft, kll his neighbours would 

fall upon him ; and that were he to endeavour to com- 

promife matters, he fhould be obliged to give up aU 

•Fhilip's conquefts, and by that means: confiqe hift doi- 

minions to the narrow limit's of Macedon* He, therer 

fore, made all poflible hade to Check the arms'of the 

Barbarians, by nlarching his troops to the banks of (h^ 

Danube, which he crofied in one night. He defeated 

the King of the Triballi in a great battle ; made the 

Getae fly at his approach ; fubaued feveral barbarous 

nations, fome by the terror of his name, and others b^ 

for<:e of arms ; aiid notwithftaiiding the arrogant f an- 

fwer of their ambalTadors, he taught them to dread, fi 

danger ilill more near them than the falling of the iky 

•and planets. 

Whilft Alexander, was thus employed at a diidance 
againft the Barbarians, all the cities of Greece, who were 
animated more particularly by Demofthen^s, formed a 
powerful alliance againfl. thf^ ptiilce. A falfq report, 
which prev:ailed of.his.death,.4nfpiredtheThcbans yritji 
a boldnefs'tkat proved; their ruin. They cut t^ pieces 
part of the MacedonianSgarrifonr^ in : their ci($fdf^. 

i { . . Demioflh<^^, 

s ' ' ■ ' * . * 

♦ 0if««riy«i> rat apx*f ''*'^ naore^iTfAW* 
+ Alexander, imagining that his name only had flruck thefe peo- 
ple wit)^ terror, aflced their 'ambafladors what tilings they drqaded 
filgil?;The}r're{>lied| w>th s^ h|iughty tone of voijce, that; jthfy , were 
afraid of nothing but the falling of the fl^y and ilars. ' ^^ 
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'Ocmofthcnes, on the odier fide, was every darjrla^ 
ranguing the people; and fired with coDt«mpt £or Alexw 
ander, whom he cabled a ehiUy and a * harr«hrmtied fooy» 
he aflured the Atlientans, with a decifive tone of voice, 
that they had notbti^ to fear from the new King of 
Macedofi, who did not dare to ftir out of his kingdom ; 
but would think himlislf vaftly hl^py, could he fit peaces 
ably on bis throne. At the fame time he writ leaers 
upon letters to Attalus, one of Philip's lieotenants in 
Afia Minor, to 69tcite him to rebel. Tfaia Attains was 
Uncle to Cleopatra, Philip's fecond wife* and was very 
much difpofed to liften to Demoftbenes*s propofab. 
Nevertlielefs, as Alexander was grown very oiffident of 
him, for which he knew there was but too much reafon; 
he, therefore, to eradicate fro^ his mind all the fuf- 
picions he might entertain, and the better to fcreea his de.. 
(igns, fent all Deniofihenes's letters to that prince. But 
Alexander fa w through all his artifices, apd thereupon or«> 
dered Hecataeus, one ot his commanders, whom he had 
fent into Afia for that purpofe, to have him aifafiinated, 
which was executed accordingly. Attaius's death re* 
ftored tranquillity to the army, and entirely deftroyed the 
feeds of difoord arid rebellion. 

*>When Alexander had feeured bis kingdom from 
the Barbarians, he maf cfaed -with the titmoil expeditioi:i 
towards Greece, and pafled the ThnrmopyJx. He then 
fpoke as follows to thofe whet accompanied him : " De- 
moiUienes called mt; in his or^ons, a child, wheii I was 
in Illyria, and among the Triballi ,' he called me a young 
man when I was in Theflaly | and I iftuft now Qiow him, 
before the walls of Athens, that I am a man grown." He 
aj^eared fofuddenly iaBceotia, that cheThebans could 
fcarce believe their eyes( and being come before their 
■walls, was willingto giv^ them.time to repent, and.oiiljr 
demanded to have Phoenix and Prothutes, the two chief 
rinfi[Ieaders of the revolt, delivered up to him ; and p(ib* 

lifted, 

> Afchin. contra Ctcfipii. p. ^53. *A.M. j%p. Ant. J, C. 334. 
• It is tAtiry%tw; ill Creek j '% woiil wbiulk figaifies'inany tluogi in 
Aat language. • . : i , . . • , 



lift^ii, by found of trt^inrpet, a general pardon to all 
'Vyho Ihoulff come over to bmi. But ibe Thebatts, by 
vay ot infult, deinaiukd to haiv« Pbilotas and Antifiater 
ddivered to theyi ; a«d invttcr^, by a dedarratton^ alt 
wbo w«re iblUcitous for the liberty of Greece, to join 
with thelii in its defenjce* 

Alexander, finding k laipoilible for him to get tlie 
better of their obftioacy by offers of peace, fawvwith 
grief, that he ihould be forced to employ his power, ami 
decide the affair by force of arms. A great battle was 
thereupei^ fought, in which the Thebans exerted them- 
ieives ^vith a bravery and ardour much beyond their 
ftrengdi, for the enemy exceededthem vaftly in numbers : 
bat after a Jong and vigorous refiftanee, fuch as furvived 
of the Macedonian garriibn in tlie citadel, coming down 
from it, and charging theThebans in the rear, furrotinded 
on all &ies, the greatisft part of them were cut to pieces^ 
and the city was takeii ;aa4^plundered. 

It wo^k! be impofliblc for words to exprefs the dread* 
fnl cakmiities which the Thebans fuflercd on this oc- 
caiion. Some Thracians having pulled down the houfe 
of aviituottsladyof quality, Timoelea by name, carried 
o^ ail her goods andtneafures $ and their captain having 
feieed the lady, and fatiated his brutal hift with her. 
aifrerwards inquired whether fiie bad not concealed gold 
and fiiver. limoclea, animated by an ardent defire of ' 
reven^, replying that (he had hid tome, took him with 
faerfelf only mto her garden, and (bowing him a well, 
told him, that the inftant fbe faw the enemy enter the 
city, (he herfelf had thrown into it the moft valuable 
things in her pofle(rion. The officer overjoyed at what 
he heard, drew near tlie well, and ftoeping^ ^own to 
fee its dejyth, Timoclea, who was behind, pufting him 
with atl her firength, threw him into the well, and after- 
Wards k^led him with great (tones which (he threw upon 
him. She was inftamly feized by the Thracians. and 
being bound in chains, was carried before Alexander, 
The prince perceived in^mediately by her mien that-fhe 
was ^ wgmanaf quality and g^^at fptm, for fixe leMcwc^d 

tho£^ 
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thpfe brutal wretche&^vith.av^jy haijghty air, and with* 
out difcovering the leafl: fe&rr iAIexander a&ing her 
who fhe was, Timocle^ rjeplied, I am fifter to Theagencsy 
who fought agaijift Pbil.ip ior the liberty of Greece, and 
was killed in tlie battle ^ of Chapronea, where lie com^ 
manded. The prince, admiring the generous anfwec 
of that lady, and flill more the ai^lion that (he had done, 
gave orders that fhe fhould have leave to retire wherever 
^e pleafed.wuh her .cbildi?eni.s 

^, Alexander tlieh debate^ in council,; how to aft with- 
tqgard to Thebes. Tlhe PhoiQ^eans and /the people of 
EJataeap, Thefpiae, ^and Orcbofpenus, who were allia 
.alliance with Alexander, and had Ihared in his viftory^ 
reprq/<^nted to him the cruel treatraenj: they bad met 
with;from the l^hebans, who alfo had deftroyed their 
j^yeifal .cities j and reproached.them with theizeal which 
they h4id;%lways difcoyered, in favour of the Pcffi^nSr 
againil the Greek§, who. held; tjiem in thje.utmoft detef^ 
tat/on ;_ the "prpof of which was, the oath ttey ^ll.had 
taken, to deftrpy Thebes, after they fliould have van* 
quifhed the Perfians". . 

Cleade^, one of. the pfifoner.$, being permitted to 
jFpeak, endeavoured to excufe in fome meafure the revolt 
of the TJ^l|aiif5 ;' a iiault,w)jieh, in: his opinioor. fliould 
be imputed |o-atrafbi^|id credulypus imprudence* rather 
than tp <lfprayky of v^illapd declared perfidy. He re?r 
pioi^f^ated, that hisjcouqtrymen^ upon. a falfe report of 
Alpxander's death, had indeed .too raflily broke into re- 
bellion, npt againft the. king, but againil bis fucceiTors* 
.That what crimes foever they might have committed, 
they ha4 been punifhed for them with theutmoft feverity, 
\iy th& dreadful cal4iiBity;wbicb;bad befallc^n their .city^ 
prhat .there now remained in it^Qnn^ but wpn^en, cbildrei^ 
^n^ old ngien, from m^q^i theyM^ i^otliiog to fear ; . an4 
;vvUo.w,e]^e fo.muchjtbe greater obje£ls of conap^fTiQiSv.^^ 
they had been no ways concerned in the revolt. Ht 
concluded with femiinding Alexander, that Thebea, 
.which had given birth to fo^aqygod§ and heroes, Xeverjl 

jpr^whgin, Yf^tfi tb^fiWg\ ^uce^irs, ,had alfeb^epibp 

• * '^ ' : feat 
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feat of liis father Philip's rifing glory, and like a fecoad 
native country to him. * 

Thefe motives, which Cleades urged, were very ftfong 
and powerful ; neverthelefs, the anger of the coiiqucror 
prevailed, and the city was deftroyed. However, he fet 
at liberty thepriefts; all fuch as had right of hofpitality 
with the Macedonians; the dcfcendants of Pindar, the 
famous Feet, who had done fo much honour to Greece;- 
and fuch ias had oppofed th^ revolt: but all the reft, in 
number about thirty thouf^itd^ be fold, and upwards of 
fix thoufand hid betn killed in Twttlc; The Athenian* 
t^'ere fo fenfibly affli£led at the fad difafter which had 
befallen Thebes, that being about to folemnize the 
feftivat of 'the great myfteries, they fufpcnded them, 
upon account of their extreme grief, and received with 
the gresfteft hdniknitv all thofe who had fled from the 
femtle, tindth)£ plun<ier of Thebes, and made Athena 
their afylvm. ; . . : . 

^« Alexander's ^o fudden arrival in Greece* had very 
much abated the 'haughtlnefft of tile Atheniani , and ex* 
tin^ilhed Demofthenes's vebemeooe and fire; but tli^ 
ruin of Thebes, whiel^wds ftill rtorefuddcn, tbrev^ 
them into the utmoft confternation. They, therefore^ 
hadx^coiirfe to intreaties, and feot a deputation to Alex- 
ander,* to ithptofC' his ' clemency; Demofthenes wa$ 
IPrtioiig them ; but he waS' no fooner arrived, at mbuni 
Cy^h^roii, than dreading th& anger of that' prince, hc 
quitted the embalTy, and returned home* 
- lit) mediately Alexander fent to Athens, requiring the 
citizens to deliver up to him ten orators, whom he fup- 
poffed to have been the chief inftrunients in fortning the 
league which Philip his father had defeated- at Chaeronea; 
it wkfionihis occanonDeHiofthenes related to the people 
the fable of the wolves dnddogs,in which^it is fuppofed; 
" That the wolves one day told the flieep, that in cafe 
they df fired to be at peace with- them,' they muft deliver 
up to them the dogs who weretheir guard." The appli* 
cation ^as eafy and natural,- efpecially with refpedl to 
the orators, who were juftly compared to dogs, whofe 

. . '- duty 
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duty is to watch, to b^ijc, and to figlst^ U orAf^t to fav^ 
the lives of the floclc. 

In :thi9' prodigious dilemma of the Aliienians, vrho 
cotuU not prevail with the.mfdves to^iiv.cr \xp. their 
craters to certain death, though they Um\ no oei>er way 
to £i:ve their city, Demades, whom Akxander had ;ho* 
nefured witih his frieiidfliip, oflfered to undertckke tlie 
eiBba/Ty ak>fie» add intercede for them. The kii|g, 
whel^her he; bafl fati^ted his reveu^, or i:pdeavoured to 
blot out« if pofiii;>le, hy fome a6l of clemency, th^ bar- 
barous s£ii&n he b^d j^il b^foite oommHted; or rather* 
to remove the fever^l obfiacles which might retard tbe 
execution of his grand defign, and by that means not 
leave, during his abfecice,<the leaftrpretenceior muriiiurs, 
waved his demand with n^gsdoA to the id^ii^itery^f the 
oraitors, aiidwas pacified by^eirfendiAfCaridenittsintqt 
biuiifliment, ^ffh^ beiof a. {lativQ of ^ Or<a, <had been 
})iefented by the Athenians with his frce^Loip; iorth^ 
iervioes he had dosidhe nepmblio* Hef^^hn-in^^ 
Idw to Cbes;fubkptiVS4 Kmg m Tlbsm^i; }t«4 Wtted4btt 
lurt of war undei: Iphici»t€» and Wad biWetf fsequenti^ 
ciminanded the Atheniao a»oie^/ To awMx^Ks pudtul 

<>i' Alexamder^ iie tookircfug^iwith theXwf l|f P«r^ 

Ai (or. tlie Atliciii^m^ h^ nof: oviy hffp^^ tbwK ^ 
fevend injuries he pmtmidedl^iiffV'e.lickMWAed, buK ex** 
prefled a particolat* re^tird for ^em» exbortifig tbMi la 
apply thein&Ives vogproiiAy to public afbir^, 9nA to 
keep a watchful eye over tbe fevtera] trafi&i&ions wbicb 
nii^t happen; becaufe, in Qkft of his d^tii, -their 
x:ity wasio^give biwft ^r tbe reft <«it^reeee. Htftoriaos 
r>eutte, that many ycatrs after ^h •e^^pedition, he wa9 
feifed witb deep remorfe for tim caJ^mity be l^id ^»>^^ 
upon the Tbciians, assd thaA.tllis i»t»de hie)< b^vf 
>rith Biuch . ^greater hmomikyi tofJ^wi^ m^f^ othcfv 
nations. i 

Sodrfiad£ui aa eKatnpteof fe^rity towiardfi fefiower-i. 
ful a city as Thebes, fpfread the terror of. hii mm% 
tlirough^l Greece, and made aH thiipgs give way be^ 

* A. city of £uboB«» 



fore him. Me fummotled, at Corirrth, -flic ♦ aflfembly 
df the feveratl ftates and ftw cities of Cireece, tO'f)btaiti 
from them the fame fuprerric command agaihftrtie Per- 
fbtH tts farad been granted his futlier a little 'before his 
death. No diet ever debated oil a mo*e tmpoftam fnh- 
j^fOi. It was the w^ftern world deliberating upon the 
ruin of the eaft, and the methods for' executing are- 
rcttgfe fufpendedmore than an age. This^aflettibly held 
at this time wiH give rife to cVetit«i the ^eJdtion of 
which 'Will appe&i' aftonifhing and afhMft- mcredible; 
and to revolutions, which will ehtinge the difpofitioi^'of 
nloft things infhe world. 

To form fuch a defign tefqaired a prince'brild, ^nfer- 
prifing,' and experienced in war; one of great 'views^ 
Who having acquired a m^igbty name by his exploits, 
was not to be intimidated by dangers, norcfhec^ed by 
dbAacIes; but atbove all, a moir>efrcn Who had a fupremr 
authority over il\ the Dates (^f Greece, mine of whirfi 
fihgly was ppn^«i»feil-euoiith»tO make fc ard\ib»s an at'^ 
tempt; and- Whrch^requirea,rrt order for Aeiif sifting' trt 
concert,, to be fifbjeft *tb oiVe ^Wref, who -might give 
motion to the ^(everal -parts of th«i^eat body, by^miking 
ibem ail .concur to the ftmie end; Such :a prince was 
Afexander. 'It wa« itot diftcuk f6r*bimfqTeklndfc iyt 
iSieriiinds cffihepeople tl^ir aiieieht hahred^of ^he Per- 
fiam, their perpetual and irreconcileable-enemies; wftiofe 
dfeftruftipntbey had more tlian once fwwfe, and whortf 
tTiey had deteritfined to extirpate, in caffe.an opportunity 
ftiou4d prefent itfeK ft>r that putpofc ; a hati^d wliich the 
inteftine feuds df the Gre«s might indeed have ftif^ 
pended, but could never ex^ingurfh. The immortal 
fetreat of tlie ten thoufand^Oreeks, nptwithftanding'the' 
vigorous op|yofition of iftie prodiglous'army of tSie Ftvfu 
ans; the teiTor whic.h AgjcTA^m, •with =a • hariflfui' of 
nkn. Had ftruck even.^' for as feufa-; *ty^3 pfath^y 
tchat mi|J}rt be expefiedfrom afn arnn% coitipofed of fhe 
flower of the forces-of sdl the cities oi'Oreece, and thofe 

of 
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^ of Mace^Ion, commanded l^y generals and officers form^ 
ed under Philip; ^nd, tQ wy all in a( word, lecj by 
Alexander. The deliberatioijs ofthe aflfen^bly \ver^' 
xhsr^iqrc tvery ftort, and that prince ,was i|napiii^oufly 
appokvT^ generajiffimo againft the Perfians* ' . I 

Immediately a great number, of officers and governors 
o£ cities, with n^any philofophers, waited upon Alex* 
ander, tocongratulate him upon* his eleftjorir He flat- 
tered himfelf, that Diogenes of Synopp^. who was then 
at Corinth, would alfo.conie like.t]ie reAr a|id.p?y. bi» 
^giflpljm^pts, , This philofgphcrf rwho entertajued .a- 
very mean idea of grandeur, thpugh^ it iraproperjto con- 

tratulate men juit upcm their €J!£altatio:i[i ; but that man« 
ind ought to wait till tliofe peribns- have perfontieA 
a&qns worthy of their high ftatiohs. Diogenes th«!re« 
£pre did npt ftir out of hjs houfe; upon which Alexander^ 
altcufi^d by all hi& courtim, made ^ him a vifit. 'Xhtt- 

J>h\\q(pp\)cr was at ttiat time lying downji^ the fun; Wt 
iseing {& great a crowd of people: advancing. Awards 
him» :be iat up^ and fixeq his eyet on Alexander, 
ThU prince Airprifed to fee fo/amousaphiloiop)ifr re* 
diiccdtp fucb extreme poverty, after faiutinghimintb^ 
^ndeft manner, aflced whether he .wanted any thing? 
piqgenes replied, ** Yes, that you wquld ftfind a Httleoiii 
9f nay fpn-Jhine." Tbis^nfwer j;aifed the contempt aii4 
inajgnatioaof all the courtiers,- but the monarch, ftrucki 
witJp thje philofppher's^reatneff of foul, *' Were l.not 
Alexander,'* fays h^, ** I would be Diogepes.'*' A^ery. 
profound fenfe lies hi4 inthis expreffion, which (hows, 
perfeftly the bent and difpofition of the heart of 
pap. Alexander is fenfible t}iat he is formed to poffcfs- 
aU things; fuch is his'deftiny^. in. which he makes hi& 
happinefs confift : but {then in .pafe.1;ie (hould not be able 
to compafs his ends, he. is alfofepfiljie, that to be happy^ 
he mull endeavour to bring bis mind to fuch.a frame as- 
to want nothing. In a word, nil or nothing prefents us. 
with the true image of Alexander and Diogenes. * How 
". great 

* Homofupra Ktenjuram bumana fuperh't^ tumtnt^ vidit ali^uemf cut nee dfin 
fuidpam ^Jfeti nee tri^en* SiNECAde Bciief. U Y. c. 6. 
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^eat and^ powerful' feeder that prince might think 'bim* 
felf, he could not deny hiififelf, on this occafion, in. 
ferior to a man; tO' whom he could give« * and from 
whom he could take, nothing. 

- Alexander, before he fet out for Afta, was determined 
to .confult the oracle of Apollo. He therefore went to 
Delphos.; he happened to arrive at it on thofe'days 
Which are called unlucky r a feafoit in which people were 
-.forbid confulting the oracle; and accordingly the 
prieflefs refufed to go to tile temple. But Alexander, 
who could not bear any contradiction to his will, took 
her forcibly by the arna; and, as he was leading her to 
-the temple, fhe cried outy *• '* My. fon, thou art irrefif- 
tible." This was all he defired; and catching hold of 
thefe words, which he confidered as fpoke by the oracle, 
he fet out for Macedonia, in order to make preparatioiis 
ibr his great expedition. ' ' • 

^ ' r 

AW<?, tuith regard to ihe^ftqud of\ this hiftory. 

, r could have wifhed, and it was even my defign^ to 
-prefix to the exploits of Alexander, a geographical map, 
as I did to thofe df Cyrus the Younger; thi§ being of 
great* atffiflance to the reader, and enables him to follow 
^he,bero in all his- con'quefts. But it was not in my 
power to do this here, the map of Alexander's con - 
cjuefts being too large to be conveniently inferted ih 
this volume. But to fupply, in fome mealure, this de- 
*feft,'I (hall here give, in one view, a (hort account of 
thofe . countries througli which Alexander pafTed, till 
his .return from India. 

'. Alexander fets out from Macedonia, w4ikh is part of 
Turkey*in EJurbpe, and croffes the Helfefpont, or the 
Straits of the Dardanelles. - ' ' - 

He croffes Afia Minor (Nato'lia) where he fights two 
battles; thq firft at the pals of the river Granicus, and 
the fecond near the city of Iffus. 

After this fecond battle, he enters Syria and Palef- 
tine; goes into Egypt, -where he buiWs- Alexandria, on 

one 



one of the ahm.of tiierNile; advances as«&n as Lybin. 
toi the temple of Jupixer Amnion;; wijence he leguinrLs 
back, arrives at Tyxe, and from thence, marches towards 
the Euphrates. 

Hb cBoHes that river, then<the Tj^griff, and gain&the 
celebrated, viftory ^f Arbela; pofTeilea himfel f of * Bst- 
by Ion, and £cbatana^. the chief city of Media. 

From thencehe paflesinto HyrciMiia^ to the ieaisvhich 
goes by that name, otherwife called the Cafpiah £ea; 
and enters Barthia, Drangiana, and the country qf 
Paropamifus. 

He afterwards goes into Ba£lriana and Sogdiana; 
advances, as far, as. the river laxarthes, called by Quin- 
tus Gurtius theXanais, the farther fide of which. is. in- 
.habited by the Scythians, whofe countr): fprms part of 
.Great Tartary. 

Alexander, after having gone through various coujt« 
tries, crofles the river Indus; enters India, which lies 
on this fide the'Ganges and forms part of the Grand 
Mogul's empire, and advances very near the livcr 
Ganges, which he alfo intended to pafs had not his 
army refufed to follow him. He therefore contents 
bimfelf with marching to view the ocean, and go^s 
down the river Indtis to its jnouth. 

From Macedonia to the Ganges, almofl to which 
river Alexander marched, is computed at Ijcaft eleven 
hundred leagues. 

Add to jthis the various turnings in Alexander's 
marches, firft, from the extremity of Cilicia, where 
\he battle of Iflus was fought, to thc.t^mple of Jupiter 
Ara,mQ|n in Lybia;, and his retmnving. from thence to 
Tyre, a journey of three hundred leagues at leaft.and 
as much fpace at leaft for the windings of bis route in 
different places^ itte &all find that Alexander, inlefs 
th^n eight years, marched bis army upwards of fev^n- 
teen hundred leagues, writhout including his. return t|j 
Babylon, ... 
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Sect. III. jHexander fits out from MaceJon upon /ns 

expeditian againjl ike Perfians, He arrives at llion^ 

and pays great kondar to tke tomb of Achilles, He 

fights the firjl battle agedft/l the Perfians at the jiver 

Gramcus^ and obtains a famous viclory. 

^ALEXANDER, being avrived in thi«>:kuigdom» 
^^ held ia council with the chief officers of his 
army, and the grandees of his court, on the expedition 
he meditated aj^inil Perfia, and the meafures he fhould 
take in order to fiicceed in it. The whole aflembly was 
unanimous, except on one article* Antipater ana Par« 
xnenio were of opinion, that the king, before he eogaged 
in an enterprife which would necclfarily bealongonct 
ought to make choice of a con fort in order to fccurc 
himfelf a fucceflbr to hts throne. But Alexander, who 
was of a violent, fiery temper, did not approve of this 
advice; and believed, that after he had been nominated 
generalifGmo of the Greeks, and that his hither had 
left hiin an invincible army, it would be a ftiarae (or 
him to lofe his time in folemnifing his nuptials, and 
watting for the fruits of it ; ior which reafon he deter* 
mined to fet out immediately. 

Accordingly he offered upvery fplendtd facrifices to 
the gods, and caufed to be cek:brated at Dia, a city of 
Macodon, * Scenical games, that had been inftituted by 
one of his anceftors in honour of Jupiter and.tbe Mufes* 
T^his feftival continued nine days,, agreeable to the num*» 
bcr of thofe gOildefTes. Me had a tent rai fed large 
enough to hold an hundred tables,An which confequemly 
nine hundred cover» might be laid. Tothisfeaft, the 
feveral princes of his family, all the ambaifadours, gene^ 
rals, and officers, were invited. * He alfo. treated his 
whole army. It was then he had the famous viflon, in 

which 

» A. M. 367a Aivt. ]. C. 334. Piod. 1. X.VU. 11.499^-^03. Arrit«. 
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• Joiepb. Anttquit. lib. xi. 

* TKcuuical rcpreicntationt were fo called. 
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which he was exhorted to march fpeedily into Afia, of 
,which mention will be made in the fequel. 

Before he fet out upon this expedition, he fettled the 
Affairs of Macedon, over which he appointed Antipatcr 
as viceroy, with twelve thoufand foot, and near the 
fame number of horfe. 

He alfo inquired into the domeftic afFairs of his 
friends^ giving to one an eflate in lartd, to another a 
village, to a third the revenues of a town, to a fourth the 
loll of an harbour. And as all the revenues of his 
demefnes were already employed and exhaufled by his 
donations, Perdiccas faid to him, '* My lord, what is 
it you.referve for .yourfelf?** Alexander replied, 
** Hope:" Says PerdiCcas, " The fame hope ought 
therefore to fatisfy us;'* and fo refufed very generoufly 
to accept of what the king had appointed him. 
, The knowledge of the human heart, and the art of 
gpverning it, is of great importance to. a prince. Now 
Alexaiider was fenfible, tliat this fecret confiftsin making 
it theintcreft of every individual to promote his gran- 
deur;, and to govern liis fubjefts in fuch a manner, that 
they may feel his power by no other marks than his 
hounty. It is then the inter^ft of every perfon unites 
with that of the prmce. They are one's own poffeflions, 
pne's iawnhappin^f^ which we love in his perfon; and 
we are jfo many times attached • to him (and by as clofe 
ties) as there are things we love, and receive from him. 
All the fequel of this hiftory will fliow, that no perfon 
ever made a more happy ufe of this maxim than Alex- 
ander, who thought himfelf railed to the throne, merely 
that he might 4q good; and indeed his liberality,- which 
was truly royal, was neither fatisfied. nor exhaufted by 
the nobleft aQs of beneficence. 

Alexander, after having completely fettled affairs in 
Macedonia, apd u fed all the precautions imaginable, to 
prevent any troubles fromarifingin it during his abfence, 
fet out for Afia in the beginning of the fpring. His 
army confifted of little more than thirty thoufand fo6t, 
and four or five thoufand Korfe; but then they^ were all 

; ' . ' ' brave 
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brave men; wete well difciplinect, amjtnur^dtoiatigues; 
had made feveral campaigns under Philip; and wert 
each of them*, in cale of neccflity, capable of com- 
manding. Moft of the officers were near threefcore 
years of age ; and when they were either aflembled t, 
or drawn up at the head of a camp, they had the air of 
a venerable fenate. Parmenio commanded the infantry. 
Philoeas, his fon, had eighteen hundred horfe J under 
him; and Cailas, the fon of Harpalus, the fame hum* 
ber of Theflalian cavalry. The reft of the horfe, who 
were compofed of natives of the feveral ftates of Greece, 
and amounted to fix hundred, had their particular com« 
mandcr. The Thracians and Paeonians, who Were 
always in front, were headed by Caflander. Alexander 
began his route along the lake Cercinum towards Ara^ 
phipolis; crofled the river Strymon, near its mouth; 
afterwards the Hebrus, and arrived at Seftos after twenty 
days* march. He then commanded Parmenio to crofs 
over from Seftos to Abydos, with all the horfe and part 
of the foot; which he accordingly did by the afliftance 
of an hundred and threefcore gallies, and feveral flat- 
bottomed veflbls. As for Alexander, he went from 
Eleontum to the port of the Achaians, himfelf fleering 
his own galley; and being got to the middle of the Hel- 
lefpont, he (acrificed a bull to Neptune and the Ne- 
reides ; and made effufions In the fea from a golden cup. 
It is alfo related, that ^fter having thrown a javelin at 
the land, as thereby to take pofleflion of it, he landed the 
firft in Afia; and leaping from the fhip, completely 
armed, and in the higheft tranfports of joy, he erefted 
altars on the (hore to Jupiter, to Minerva, and to Her- 
cules, for hiving favoured him with fo propitious a 
defcent. H^ had done the fame at his leaving Europe. 

He^dependcd fo entirely on the happy faccefs of his 
arms, and the rich fpoils he fliould find i^ Afia, that he 

Vol. VI. C had 
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had made very little provifion for fo great an expedition ; 

?|erfuaded that war, when.carried on fuccefsfully, would- 
iipply all things neceflary for war. He had but feventy* . 
talents in money, to pay his army, arid only a month's 
provifion. I before obferved, that he had divided his' 
patrimony among his generals and officers ; and a cir- 
cumftance of great importance is, that he had infpired 
his foldters with fo much courage and fecurity, that 
•they fancied they marched, not to precarious war, but 
certain viftory. 

* Being arrived at the city gf Lampfacus, which he. 
was determined to deftrov, inordertopunifli the rebel- 
lion of its inhabitants, Anaximenes, a native of that 
place, came to him. This man, who was a famous 
hiftorian, had been very intimate with Philip his father; 
and Alexander himfelf had a great efteera for him,, 
having been his pupil. The king, fufpefting the hufi. 
nefs he was come upon, to be beforehand with him,^ 
fwore, in exprefs terms, that he would never grant his 
requeft. " The favour I have to defire of you," fays 
Anaximenes, '* is, that you would deflroy Lampfacus." 
J5y this witty cvafion the hiftorian favedhis country. 

From thence Alexander arrived at Ilion, where he 
paid great honours tQ the names of Achilles, and caufed 
games to be celebrated round his tomb. He admired 
and envied the double felicity of that renowned Grecian, 
in having found during his life-time, a faithful friend 
in Patroclus; and, after his death, a herald in Homer, 
worthy the greatnefs of his exploits. And indeed t, 
had it not been for the Iliad, the name of Achilles 
wOjUld have perifhed in the fame grave with liis body. 

At laft AIexan4er arrived on the banks of the Gra« 
fiicus, a river of Phr)'gia. The Satrapa^ or deputy, 
lieutenants, waited his coming on the other fide of it, 

3 firmly 
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♦ Seventy thoufand crowns. 
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Cic pro Arch. n. ^4. • 
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firmly refolved to difpute the paflage with liiin. Their 
army confiited of * one hundred thourand foot, and up- 
wards of ten thoufand horfd. Mcmnon, who was a 
Rhodian, and coromanded under Darius all the coaft of 
Afia, had advifed the generals not to venture a hattle; 
but to lay wade the plains, and even the cities, thereby 
to ftarve Alexander s army, and oblige him to return 
back into Europe. Memnon was the beft of all Darius*8 
generals, and had been the principal agent in his vi£lo-, 
ries. It is not eafy to determine what wc ought to 
admire moft in him ; whether his great wlfdom in coun- 
cil, his courage and capacity in the field, or his zeal and 
attachracjit to his fovereign. The counfel he gave on 
this occafion was excellent, when we confider that his 
enemy was fiery and impetuous; had neither town, 
magazine, nor place of retreat ; that he was entering a 
country to which he was abfolutcly a flranger, inhabited 
by enemies ; that delays alone would weaken and ruin 
him ; and that his only hopes lay in giving battle imme-. 
diately. But Arfites, a Phrygian fatrap, oppofed the 
opinion of Mcmnon, and protefted he would never fuf- 
fer the Grecians to make luch havock in the territories 
he governed. This ill counfel prevailed over that pf . 
the foreigner (Memnon) whom the Perfians, to their 
great prejudice, fufpefted of^a dcfigrf to protraft the war, 
and. by that means make himfelf neccffary to Darius. 

Alexander, in the mean time, marched on at the head 
of bis heavy-armed infantry drawn up in two lines, 
with the cavalry in the wings: the baggage followed in 
the rear. Being arrived upon the banks of the Granicus, 
Parmenio adviled him to encamp there in battle-array, in 
order that his forces might have time to reft themfelves, 
and not to pafs the river till very early next morning, 
becaufe the e;iemy would then be lefs able to prevent 
him. He added, that it would be too dangerous to at- 

C 2 tempt 

♦ According to J ullin, their array confiftedof fix hundred thoufand 
foot, whereas Arrian declares there were no more than twenty thou- 
fand. Both thefe accounts are improbable, and there is deubtlefs fome « 
fault in the text, and therefore I tollow Diodorus Siculus. 
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t^mp^ crdffinfc a river in fight 6( art enemy, cfpecially as 
*tljat before them was deep, and its banks very craggy; 
fo that the P^rfiaii cavalry, who waited their coming in 
battle-airray, 'on the other (idc, might eafily defeat them 
before they were drawn up. That bcfides the lofs which 
-would be fuftaincd on this ocCafion, this enterprife, in 
cafe it ftiould prove unfucccftful, would be of dangerous 
confequence to their future affairs; thfe fame ana glory 
of arms depending on the firft a£lionS. 

However, thefe reafons were not able to make the 
Icaft impreffion on Alexander, wTio declared, that it 
Would be a (hame, fhould he, after croffing the Hclldf- 
porit, fuffer his progrefs to be retarded by a rivulet„ for 
10 he called the Granicus out of contempt: that they 
aught to take advantage of the terror, which the fua. 
d!ennefs of his arrival, and the boldncfs of his attempt, 
had fpread among the Perfiahs; and anfwer the high 
opinion the w6rla conceived of his courage, aiid the 
valour of the Macedonians. The enemy's horfe, whicK 
was very numerous, lined the whole fliore, and formed 
a large front, in order to oppofe Alexander, wherever 
he fhould endeavour to pafs; and the foot, which con- 
ftflfcd chiefly of Greeks, in Darii\s's fervicc, was poiled 
behind, upon an eafy afcent. 

The two armies continued a long time in fight of each 
other, on the banks of the river, as if dreading the 
event. The Perfians waited till the Macedonians fhould 
enter the river, in order to charge them to advantage 
lipon their landing; ^nd the latter feemed to be making 
choice of a place proper for crofTing, and to fur\'ey the 
countenance of their enemies. Upon this, Alexander 
having ordered his horfe to be brought, commanded the 
rfoblemen of the court to follow him, and behave gal. 
lantly. He himfcif commanded the right wing, and 
Parmtfnio the left. The king firfl caufed a flronj5 de- 
tachment to march into the river, himfelf following it 
with the refl of the forces. He made Parmenio advance 
afterwards with the left wing. He himfelf led on the 
jright wing into the river, followed by the reft df the 

troops ; 
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troops ; the trumpets founding, and ihe whole army 
raifing cries of joy. 

The Perfians, feqing.this detachment advance forward, 
began to let fly their arrows, and march to.aplace where 
the declivity was not fo great, in order to Iqeep the Ma- 
cedonians from landing. But now the horfe engaged 
with great fury; one part endeavouring tp land, anji 
the other llriying to preyent tbera. The Macedonians, 
whofe cavalry was vaftfy in|jerior in riumb.er, befides thfi 
advantage of the^groun^, V^J?^ wounded with the dar^s 
that were fliot from the eminence; not to mention that 
the flower of the Perfian horfe were drawti together in 
this place ; and that Memnon, in concert with his fons, 
commanded there. The Macedonians therefore at firft 
gave ground, after living loll the firft rartk.s, which 
made a vigprous defence. Alexander, who had fo\- 
lowed them clofe, and re-inforccd them with his beft 
troops, heads them himfelf, animates them by .his pre- 
fence, puEbe3 the Perfians, and routs them ; upon which 
the whole army follojv after, crofsthe.rivQri. and attack 
the enemy pn ^11 fides. 

Alexander firft qhargedtbe thickeft part of thecnemy 's 
Jiprfe, in which the generak fought. He himfelf was 
particularly confpicuous by bis ftiield, and tae plume of 
'feathers that overfhadowed his helmet, on.tlfe t^o fides 
of which there rofe two .wings, ^s.it were, of a. great 
length, and fo vaftly white, th^t they dazile/i.thc ey^s 
of the beholder. The chairge was very furloiis abpi^t 
hisperfon; and though only horfe engaged, they fought 
like foot, man to man, >\'ubout giving way on either 
fide; everyone fl:riving*to repulfe his adversary, and 
gain ground of him. Spithrobates, Heutenant-governoiir 
of Ionia, and fon-in-law to Darius, diftinguilhed him- ' 
felf above the reft of the generals by his fupcrior bravery. 
Being furrouhded by lorty Perfian lords, all of them his 
relations,' of experienced valour, and who never moveil 
from his fide, he carried terror wherever he moved. 
Alexander obferving in how gallant a manner he figna-* 
Ufedhimfelf, clapped fpurs to his horfe, and advanced 

towards 
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towards him. Immediately they engage, and each har- 
ing thr<nvn a javelin, wounded tne other {lightly. . Spi- 
throbates falls furioufly fword in hand upon Alexander, 
who, being prej)ared for him, thrufts his pike into his 
face, and laid him dead at his feet. At that very mo- 
•mcnt,' Rofaces, brother to that nobleman, charging him 
on the fide, gives him fo furious a blow on the head 
with his battle-axe, that he beat off his plume, but went 
no deeper than the hair. As he was going to repeat his 
blow on the head, which now appeared through his 
frafliired helmet, Clitus cuts ofTRoface's's hand witbone 
ftroke of his fcimetar, and by that means faved his fove- 
reign's life. The danger to which Alexander had been 
expofed, greatly animated the cour<ige of his foldiers, 
who now perfoVm wonders. The Periians'in the centre 
of the horfe, upon whom the light-armed troops, who 
had been pofted in the intervals of the horfe, poured a 
perpetual difcharge of darts; bein^ unable to fuftainany 
longer the attack of the Macedonians, who ftruck them 
alJ in the face, the two wings were immediately broke 
and put to flight. Alexander did not purfue them long, 
but turned about immediately to charge the foot. 

Thefe, fays the hiflorian, at firft itood their ground, 
which was owing to the furprife they were fcifed with, 
rather than bravery. But when they faw themfelves 
attacked at the fame time by the cavalry, and the Mace- 
donian phalanx, which had, crofled the river, and that 
the battalions were now engaged; thofe of the Perfians 
did not make either a long or a vigorous refiftance, and 
were foon put to flight, the Grecian infantry in Darius's 
fervice excepted. This body of foot retiring' to a hill, 
demanded a promife from Alexander to let them march 
away unmoleftcd; but following the diftates of his 
wra h, rather than thofe of rcafon, he rufhed into the 
midft of this body of foot, and prefently loft his horfe, 
(not Bucephaiii.^) who was killed with the thruft of a 
fword. . The brittle was fo hot round him, that moftof 
the Macedonians, who lofl: their lives on this occafion, 
fell here; for aliey fought againft a body of men who* 

were 
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*were well difciplinfcd, had been iiiured t6 war, and 
fought in defpair. They were all cut to pieced, two 
thoufand excepted, who were taken prifoners. 

A great number of the chief PerCran commanders 
lay dead on the fpot- Arfites fled into- Phrygia, where 
it is faid he laid violent hands upon himfclf, Tor havinff 
•been the caufc that the battle was fought. It would 
have been more glorious for him had he died in the 
field* Twenty thoufand foot, and two thoufand five 
hundred horfe, were killed in this engagement, on the 
fide of the Baibarians; and of tlie Macedonians 
twenty-five of the royal horfe were killed at the firft 
attack. Alexander ordered Lyfippus to make their 
fiatues in brafs, all which were fet up in a city of Mace- 
Jon called Dia, in honour of them, from whence they 
were n?any years after carried to Rome by O. Metellus, 
About threefcore of the other horfQ were killed; and 
near thirty foot, who, the next day, were all laid, with 
their arms and equipage, in one grave; and the kitig 
granted an exemption to their fathers and children from 
t very kind of ' tribute and fcrvice. 

He alfo took the utmoft care of the wounded, vlfited 
them, and faw their wounds dreffei. He inquired very 
particularly into their adventures, . and permitted every 
pne of them to relate his actions in the battle, and boali 
his bravery. . A prince gains many advantages by fuch 
a familiarity and condefcenfion. He alfo granted the 
rites of fepulture to the grandees of Pcrfia, and did not 
even refufeit to fuch Greeks asdiedinthePerfianfervice ; 
but all thofe whom he took prifoners he laid in chains,, 
jmd fent them to work as lla\^s in Macedonia, for 
having fough^ under the Barbarian ftandards againft 
their country, contrary to the exprefs prohibition made 
by Greece upon that head. . 

Alexander made it his duty and pleafure to fliare the 
honour of his viftory with, the Greeks ; and fent parti- 
cularly to the Athenians, three hundred ihields, being 
part of the plonder taken from the enemy; and caufed 
the glorious inlcription following to be infcribed on the 

. reli 
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reft of the fpot]$: Alex0n4eu Jim of PiSipt vnth the 
Gneh (the L^ctd^nrnms ^c^edj goin<i thtfifpoUs 
from the Barhrians, who inhabit Apk. A condu£l of 
^his kind argues ^ very uncommon and amiable greats 
•liefs of foul in a conqueror, who generally cannot^ 
without great relu^lance, admit others to ihare in his 
glory« The greateft part of th^ gold aad filver plate, 
ihe pujq)le carpets, and other furniture of the Periian 
luxur/i he Tent to Iiis mother. 

Sect. IV. Alexander conquers the greatejl part of Afia 
Minor. He falls Jick of a mortal diftemper^ occafioned 
by bathing in the river Sydnus. Philip the phyfkian 
cures him in a few days. Alexander pajfes the Straits 
of Cilicia. Darius advances at the fame time. The 
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and free anfwer of Caridemus to that prince y which 
him his life. Dtfcription of Darius' s march* 



**npHE fuccefs of the battle of the Granicus had all 
-^ tiie happy confequences that could JiflturaUy>he 
expe£led from it. Sardis, which was in a. manner the 
bulwark of the Barbarian empire onthe^fide next^he 
iea, furrendered to Alexander, who thereupon gave^the 
citizens their liberty, and permitted them to liv^ after 
their own ]avvs. Four days after: he arrived^at £phefii5» 
carrying with him thofe who had been baniflied firom 
thence for being his adherents, and reftored its.popular 
form of government. He affigned to the temple of 
Diana the tributes which were paid to the kings of Pcr- 
iia. He offered a great number of facrifices to that god« 
defs ; folemnifed her myfteries with the utmoll pomp^ 
and conducted the ceremony with his whole army drawn 
up in battle array. The E}^efians had begun to rebuild 
the temple of Diana, which had been burned the night 
of Alexander's birth, as was before obferved, and the 

work. 

» A. M. 3671. Ant. J. C 333. Diod. I. xv^i, p. 503—511. ArrUn. 
1. i. p. 36 — 59. Sf I. ii. p. 60 — 66. Plut. iu Alex. p. 673,^74. Q. 
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work was noW very forward. Dinocrates, a famous 
archited, who fuperintcnded this edifice, was employed 
by this king to build Alexandria in £^pt. Alexander 
offered to pay the Ephefians all the expences they had 
already been at, and to furnifli the remainder, proVided 
they would infcribe the temple only with his name; for 
he was fond, or rather infatiable, of every kind of glory. 
The inhabitants of Ephefus not being willing to confent 
to it, and however afraid to refufe him that honour 
ppenly, had recourfe to an artful flattery for an evafion. 
They told him, that it was inconfiftent for one god to 
€rea monuments to another. Before he left Ephefus, 
the deputies of the qities of Trallis and Magnefia waited 
upon him with the keys of thofe places. 

He afterwards marched to Miletus, which city, flat- 
tered with the hopes of a fudden and powerful Tupport* 
Ihut their gates ^gainft him: and indeed the Perfian 
fleet, which was very confiderable, made a fhow as if it 
.would fuccour that city ;v but after having made feveral 
fruitlefs attempts to engage that of the enemy, it was 
forced to faila^way. Mamnon had fhut himfelf up in 
t\ns fortrefs, with a great number of his foMiers, who 
iiad efcaped from the battle, and was determined to make 
a good defence. Alexander, who would not lofe a mo- 
;ment'^ time,, attacked it, and^planted fcaling- ladders on 
all ftdes. Tbe fc^lado was carfied on with great vigour, 
and oppofed with no lefs intrepidity, though Alexander 
fent frefh^roops to relieve one another without the leaft 
intermiflion; and this lailed feveral days. At lafi, find- 
ingjiis foldlers were every where repulfed, and that the 
city was provided with every thing for a lotig fiege, he 
(p)anted all his machines againft it, made a great number 
,of bre^hcbes, and whenever thefe were attacked, a new 
fcalado was attempted. The befieged, after fuflaining all 
thefe efforts with prodigious bravery, capitulated, for 
fear of being taken by ftorm. Alexander treated all the 
Miiefians with the utmoil. humanity, and fold all the 
ifpreigoers who.were.found in it. The hiAorians do not 
jatoike any mention of Memnon^ but we may reafonably 
fuppofe that hemaroUed out ^ithtl^e gpicrifon. 

C 5 ' ^ Alexander^ 
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* Alexander, feeing that the enemy's* fleet was failed 
away, refolved to lay up his own, the expence of it 
being too great, not to mention that he wanted money 
for things of greater importance. Some hiftorians are 
ev^n^ot opinion, that as he was upon the point of 
coming to a battle, with Darius, which was to determine 
the fate of the two empires, he was refolved to deprive 
his foldiers of all hopes of retreat, and to leave them 
no other refource than that of viftory. He, therefore, 
retained fuch veifels only of his fleet, as were abfo- 
lutely neceffary for tranfporting the military engines, 
and a fmall number of other gallies. 

After poflefling himfelf of Miletus, he marched into 
Caria, in order to lav fiege to Halicarnaflus. The city 
was of prodigious diiiicult accefs from its happy fituation, 
and had been ftrongly fortified. Befides, Memnon, the 
ablei): as well as the mod valiant of all Darius's com- 
manders, had got into it with a body of choice foldiers, 
with deiign to fignalize his courage and fidelity for his 
fovereign. He accordingly made a very noble defence, 
•in which he was feconded by Ephialtes, another general 
of great merit. Whatever could be expefted from the 
moft intrepid bravery, and the moft confummate know- 
ledge in the fcience of war, was confpicuous on both 
Tides on this occafion. After the befiegers had, with 
incredible labour, filled up part of the ditches, and 
brought their engines near the walls, they had the grief 
to fee their works ' demoliflied in an inftant, and their 
engines fet on. fire, by the frequent vigorous fallies of 
the befieged. After beating down part of a wall with 
their battering-rams, they were aftoniftied to fee a new 
one behind it; which was fo fudden, that it feemed to 
rife out of the ground. The attack of thefe walls, which 
were builtin a lemi-circular form,deftroyed a prodigious 
number of men; becaufe the befieged, from the top bf 
the towers that were raifed on the feveral fides, took the 
enemy in flank. . It was evidently feen at this:fiege,Uhat 
the ftroBgeft fortifications of a city are the valour and 

. ' courage 
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courage of its 'defenders. The fie^e was Held out fo 

long, and attended with fuch furpjrifing difticulties, as 

would have dlfcouraged any warrior but an Alexander ; 

yet his troops were animated by the view of dangers; 

and their patience was at laft fuccefsful. Memnon, 

finding it impoffiWe for him to hold out any longer, was 

forced to abandon the city. As the fea was open to him, 

after having put a flrong garrifon into the citadel, which 

was well ftored with provifion, he took with him the 

furviving inhabitants, with all their riches, and conveyed 

tliem into the ifland of Cos, which was not far from 

Halicarnaffus. Alexander did not think proper tobefiege 

the citadel, it being of little importance after the city was 

deftroyed, which he demoliflied to the very foundations. 

He left it, after having encompafled it with ftrong walFs, 

and left fome good troops in the countr}'. 

' After the death of Artcmifia, qiieen of Caria, Idrieus 

her brother reigned in her ftead. Tlie fceptre devolved 

upon Ada, fifter and wife of Idrieus, according to the 

cuftora of the country ; but (he was dethroned by Pexo* 

dorus, to whom fucceeded, by Darius's command, 

Orontobates, his fon-in-law. Ada, however, was ftill 

polTefled of a fortrefs called Alinda, the keys of which 

ihe had carried to Alexander, the inftant (he heard o£ his 

arrival in Caria, and had adopted him for her fon« The 

king was fo far from contemning this honour, that he 

left her the quiet pofleilion of her own city ; and, *after 

having taken Halicarnaflus, as be by that means was 

matter of the whole country, he reftored the govern- 

inent of it to Ada. • , ^ 

^ This hdy, as ateflifnohy of the deep fcnfe fhe had 
of the favours received from Alexander,' feat him eveiy 
day meats drefled in th« moft exqiifite ikiann^r ;. delici- 
ous pies of a W-forts, andthemoftexcellentcooksof every 
kind. Alexander anfw«red the queen on this occafion, 
• *• That all this train was of noiervice to him^ i6r that he 
~" was^lFeiled of much better cooks, whtobi * Leonidas 

* ■ • 
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•* his governor l>ad given him ; one of whom prepared 
'* him a. good .dinner, and that was by walking a great 
*• deal in the morning very early; and the other pre- 
** pared him an excellent fupper, and that was dining 
** very moderately." 

Several kings of Afia Minor fubmitted voluntarily to 
Alexander. Mithridates king of Pontus was one of 
thefe, who afterwards adhered to this prince, and fol* 
lowed him in his expeditions. He was fon to Ariobar- 
zanes, governor ot Phrygia, and king of Pontus, of 
whom mention has been made elfewhere. ' He is com- 
puted to be the fixteenth king from Artabazus, who is 
confidered as the founder of that kingdom, of which he 
was put in poffeflion by Darius, fon of Myftafpes his 
father. The famous Mithridates, who fo long employed 
the Roman armies, w^s one of his fviccefTors. 

Alexander, before lie went into winter-quarters, per- 
mitted all fuch of Kis foldiers, as had married that year, 
to return into Macedonia, there to fpend the winter with 
their wives, upon condition that they would return ia 
the fpring. He appointed three officers to march them 
thither and back again. This agrees exa£lly with the 
Jaw of * Mofes^^and* a$\we do not find th^t this law 
sor cuflom was. uicdby any other nation, it i& very pro- 
vable that Ariftotlehad learned it from fome Jew, wit^ 
>irhom he becaxne acquainted in Alig; sind that approving 
it as a very wife and j^ift cuftom, he therefore had re- 
commended it .to his pupil) who remenibered it on this 
H)ccaiion« 

The next year Alexander began the campaign very 

early. He had debated, whether k wquld be proper for 

'him to march dire£kly agaiuft Darius, or mould *fir^ 

• fttbdue the reft of the maritias^ provinces* The l^qr 

\optnion appeared the iafeft, iince he thereby would not 

be molefted by fueh natioilis itf he Ihould l^ave behind 

]bim. ^ This progrefs .was a Httle interrupted at $rft. 

Near PhaieitSi, a. city (ituattd between X,ycJLa and^Piam- 

l^ylia, is a defile aioog ibe fea-ihore, which is always 

dry 
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dry at low water, fo tliat travellers may pafs it at that 

time ; but when the fea rifes, it is ail under water. As 

it was now winter, Alexander, whom nothing could 

daunt, was defirous of palling it beiore the waters fell. 

His forces were, thereiore, obliged to march a whole 

day Jn the water, which came up to their waift. Some 

hiilprians, purely to embellifli this incident, relate that 

tlie fea, by the divine command, had fubmitted fpon« 

taneoufly to Alexander, and had opened a way to him, 

contrary to the ufual courfe of nature; among thefe 

w^riters is Quintus Curtius. It is furpriflng that Jo- 

i'ephus the niftorian, to weaken the authority of the 

miracle of the Jews pafling through the Red Sea on dry 

land, ihould have cited this circumftance by way of 

example, the falfity of which Alexander himfelF had 

refuted. For Plutarxsh relates, that he had wrote only as 

follows in oaeof his letters, '* That when he left the city 

pf Phafelis, he marched on foot through the pafs of the 

mountain called Climax :" and it is very well known that 

this prince, wlio was vattly fond of the marvellous, never 

4et flip any opportunity of p^rfuading the people, that ' 

the gods prote£Led him in a very (ingula'r manner. 

During his being in the neighbourhood of Phalelis, 
hedifcovered 9 cOnfpira,cy which was' carrying on by 
yAtlexander, fon of Eropus, whom he had a little before? 
appointed general of the Theifalian cavalry, in, the rooip 
of Calas, wbpm h^ bad made governor of a province. 
tDarius^ upon the receipt of a letter which this traitpr 
bad fent him, promifed him a rewai^d of a thoufand* 
:talents of gqld, with tl^e kingdom qI Macedonia, in 
cafe he could myffder Alexander; believing t^is was 
not paying too dear for a crime, which would rid hiip 
.of fo formidable an enei^y. The meifenger who car- 
ried the kind's anfwer being feifed, made a full cgnfef- 
•fion, by which means th& traitor was brought to con- 
tdign punifl^menu 

Alexander^ ajter having fettlejl affairs, jn Cilicia.aod 
oP^iiipliy)ia» 4SflMC<;hed his army to p^la^pae, a ci^y of 

Phrygia, 
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Phrygia, watered by the riverMarfyas, which the fiflions 
oi poets have made To famous. He fummoned the gar- 
rifon of the citadel, whither the inhabitants were re- 
tired, to furrender; but thefe believing it impregnable, 
anfwered haughtily, that they would firft die. How- 
ever, finding the attack carried on with great vigour, 
they defired a truce of fixty days, at the expiration of 
'which they promifed to open their gates, in cafe they 
nVere not fuccoured: and accordingly, no aid arriving, 
they furrendered themfelves upon the day fixed. 

* From thence the King marched into Phrygia, the 
capital of which was called Gordion, the ancient and 
fatuous refiflence of King Midas, fituated on the river 
Sangarius. Having taken the city, he was defirous of 
feeing the famous chariot to which the Gordian knot was 
tied. This knot, which faftened the yoke to the beam, 
was tied with fo much art, and the firings we^ twifl:ed 
in fo wonderful a manner, that it was impoflible to dif- 
cover where it begun or ended. According to an an- 
cient tradition of the country, an oracle had foretold, that 
the man who could untie it, ihould poffefs the empire of 
Afia. Now Alexander was firmly perfuaded that this 
promife related to himfelf ; after many fruitlefs trials, 
he cried, * ** It is nomatter which way it be untied," 
and theceupon cut it with his fword, and by that means, 
fays the hiftorian, either eluded or fulfilled the oracle. 

In the mean time Darius was fetting every engine at 
work, in order to make a vigorous ^defence. Memnon 
the Rhodian advifed him to carry the war into Macedonia, 
•which counfel feemed the moft proper to extricate him 

• from the prefent danger ; fot £'he- Lacedaeinonians, and 
^feyeral other Greek nations; who had no affection for 
the Macedonians,- would have beert ready to join him; 
by which means Alexander muft have been forced to 
leave Afi^, and return fuddenly over-fea, to defend his 
own country. Darius approved this counfel, and, having 
determined to follow it, charged Memnon-to put it in 
execution. Accordingly he was decIsn^d^idmiFal of %He 

.. - > fleet, 
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fleet, and captain-general of all the forces defigned for 
that expedition. 

That prince could not poflibly have made a better 
choice. Memnon was the ableft general in his fervice, 
had fought a great many years under the Perfianftandards 
with the utmott fidelity. Had his advice been taken, 
the battle of the Granicus had not been fought. He did 
not abandon his mailer's interefts after that misfortune, 
but had aflembled the fcattered remains of the army, and 
immediateiy went firft to Miletus, from thence to Ha- 
licarnaflus, and laftly into, the illand of Cos, where he 
'was when he received his new commiffion. This place 
^as the re nilez vous for the fleet; and Memnon was 
now meditating wholly upon the manner how to put 
his defign in execution. He made himfelf mafter of the 
ifland of Chios, and all Lefl)os, the city of Mitylene 
excepted. From thence he was preparing to pals over 
into £ubGea, and to make Greece and Macedonia the 
feat of the war, but died before Mitylene, which city 
he had been forced to befiege. His death was the greatett 
misfortune that could poflibly have happened to Perfia. 
We fee on this occafion the ineftimable worth of a man 
of merit, whofe death is fometimes the ruin of a ftate. 
The lofsof Memnon fruftrated the execution of the plan 
he had formed ; for Darius not having one general in 
his army who was able to fupply Memnon's place, 
abandoned entirely the only enterprife which could 
have faved his empire. His whole refuge, therefore, 
now lay in the armies of the Eaft. Darius, diflatis^ed 
with all his gfenerals, refolved to command in perfon, 
and appoiilted Babylon for the rendezvous of his army; 
whereupon being piuftered, they were found to be 
about four,' five, or fix hundred thoufand men, for 
hiflorians differ very much On this head. 

Alexander having left Gordion, marched into Paphla- 
•gonia and Cappadocia, which he fubdued. It was there 
he heard of Memnon's death, the news whereof con- 
firmed him in the refolutipn he had taken of marching 
.immediately into the provinces of Upper Afia. Ac- 
cordingly 



40 THE HISTO^V 

cordingly be advanced by hafty marches into Cilicia, 
and arrived in the country called ♦ Cyrus's camp. 
From thence there is no more than fitty ftadia (two 
leagues and a half each) to the pafs of Cilicia, which is 
a very narrow ilrait, through which travellers are obliged 
to go from Cappadocia to Tarfus. The officer who 
guarded it in Darius's name, had left but few foldiers in 
it, and thofe fled the inilant they heard of the enemy's 
arrival. Upon this, Alexander entered t}ie pafs, and, 
after viewing very attentively the fituation of the place* 
he admired his own good fortune; and confeiTed, that 
he might have been very eafily Aopped and defeated 
there, merely by the throwing of llones : for, not to 
mention that this pafs was fo narrow, that four men 
completely armed could fcarcely walk a-brea(l in it ; 
the top of the mountain hung over the road, which was 
not only ftraight, but broke in feveral places, by the 
fall of torrents from the mountains. 

Alexander marched his whole army to the city of 
Tarfus, where it arrived the inftant the Perfians were 
fetting fire to that place, to prevent his plundering the 
great riches of fo flour^ing a city. But Parmenio^ 
whom the King had fent thither with a detachment of 
horfe, ai^ived very feafonably to ftpp the progrefs of 
the fire, and marched itito the city, which ht faved; 
the Barbarians Iiaving fled ,tlie moment they heard of 
Ills arrival. 

Through this city the Cydnils runs» a river not fo 
remarkable for the breadth of its channel, as for the 
•beauty of its waters, which.are.vajlly limpid; bat at the 
fame time excefTively cdd, .bedaufe of tne tufted t»ee^ 
with which its banks are over^fliadowed. It was now 
about the end of fummer, which is exceflively Rot in 
Cilicia, and in the hotteft part of the day> when the 
•King, who was quite covered with fweat and dirt» ar- 
riving on its banks^ bad a mind to bathe in that river^ 

invited 

« Quintus Curtius fuppofe) it to be fo called from Cyrus the G^at, 
and Arrian from the Younger Cyms, wliich opinion appev^the DKfft 
peccable. 
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Invited by the beauty and clearnefs of die ftream. 
However, the inftant be plunged intp it, be was feifed 
with fo violent, a fbivering, that all the ftanders-by fan- 
cied he was dying. Upon this, he was carried to his 
teot, ^fter fainting away. The news of this fad difaftw 
threw the whole army into the utmoft confternation. 
They all burft into tears, and breathed their plaints in 
the tollowing words: '* The greateft prince that ev^ 
** livqd is tome from us in the midftof his profperities 
*' and conquefts ; not in a battle, or at the ftormingof a 
** city; but dies by his bathing in a river. Darius, who 
•* is coming up with us, will conguer before he has feen 
•• his enemy. We fliall be forced to retire, like fo many 
'• fugitives, through thofe very countries which we en^ 
•* tered with triumph; and as the places through which 
** we muft pafs are either de fart or depopulated, hunger 
•• only, ftiould >ve meet no other enemy, will itfelf de- 
•• ftroy us. But who (ball guide us in our flight, or dare 
to fet himfelf up in Alexander's ftead? And flioul^ 
we be fo happy as to arrive at the Hellefpant, .how 
" (ball we furniih ourfelves {with yefTels'to crofs it?-* 
^fierthis, dire£iing th^ir whole thoughts to the prince, 
^U3d Ibrgettiog themfelyes, they cried ;alpud : '* AJiwi 
*' how (ad is it th^t he,.iy,UQ.V2ks.ourjkijag. an^tbe com? 
'* pinion of our toils; a lung in the flpw/er of hif 
•* youth, and in the courfe of his greateft profperitieS', 
" ibould be. taken off, and in a mann^ torne from ouf 
"arms!" 

At lafl'tbe King recovered his fenfes by degrees, and 
T>egan to know the perfons who ftogd round him; 
though the only fymptom? he gave of his recovery was>* 
his being fenfible or bis ill;iefs. But he was more in- 
difpofed in mind than in body, for news was brought 
that Darius might foon arrive. Alexander bewailed 
perpetually his hard fate, in being thus expofed naked 
and defencelefs to his enenly, and robbed of fo noble a 
viSory, finceiie was no^ reduced to themelancholy con- 
dition of dying obfcurely in his tent, and far from having 
attained the glory he had promifed himfelf. Having 

ordered 
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ordered his confidents and phyficians to come into his 
tent, •* You fee (faid he) my friends, the fad extremity 
•' to which fortune reduces me. Methinks 1 already 
" hear the found of the enemy's arms, and fee Darius 
•* advancing. . He undoubtedly held intelligence with 
my evil * genius, when he wrote letters to his lieute- 
nants in fo lofty and contemptuous a ftrain; liowever^ 
he (hall not obtain his defire, provided fuch a cure as 
•• I want is attempted. The prefent condition of xrvy 
*' affairs will not admit either of flow remedies or fearful 
phyficians. A fpeedy death is more eligible to me 
than a flow cure. In cafe the phyficians think it is 
** in their power to diO me any good, they are to kno\v> 
" that I do not fo much wifti to live as to fight." 

This fadden impatience of the king fpread an uni- 
verfal alarm. The phyficians, who were fenfible they 
Oiould be anfwerable for the event, did not dare ta 
hazard violent and extraordinary remedies; efpecialfy 
as Darius had publifhed, that he would' reward with a 
thoufand + talents the man who fhould kill Alexander. 
However Philip, an Acarnanian, one of his phyficians, 
who had always attended upon him from his youth, 
loved him with the utmoft tendernefs, not only as his 
fovereign, but his child; railing hinifelf (merely out of 
affection to Alexander) above aJl prudential confidera- 
tions, offered to give him a dofe; which; though not 
very violent, wyuld neverthelefs be fpeedy in its effefts ; 
and defired three days to prepare it. At this propofal 
every one trembled, but him only whom it mofl con- 
cerned; Alexander being afFlifted upon no other ac- 
count, than becaufe it would keep him three days from 
appearing at the liead of his army. 

While thefe things were doing, Alexander received a 
letter from Parmenio, who was left behind in Cappado- 
cia, in whom Alexander put greater confidence than in 

any 

• Darius, whoimaginedhimfelf fure of overcoming Alexander, had 
writ to his lieutenants, that they ihotild chaftife this young fool ; and 
after clothing him in purple out of derifion, (hould lend him bound 
hand and foot to the court. Frein&heim in Qoint. Cua.r. 
* + About 145,0001. fterling. 
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any other of his courtiers; the purport of which \vas, 
to bid him beware of Philip, for that Darius had bribed 
him, by the promife of athoufand talents, and his filler 
in marriage. This * letter gave him great uneaHnefs, 
for he was now at full leifure to weigh all the reafons he 
might have to hope or to fear. But the confidence in 
a phyfician, whofe fincere attachment and fidelity he 
had proved Irom his infancy, fooii prevailed, and re- 
moved all his doubts. Upon this, he folded up the 
letter, and put it under his bolfler, without acquainting 
any one with the contents of it. 

The day being come, Philip enters the tent with his 
medicine, when Alexander taking the letter from under 
the bolder, gives it Philip to read. At the fame time 
he takes the cup, and fixing his eyes on the phyfician, 
fwallows the draught without the leaft hefitation, or with- 
out difcovcring the leaft fufpicion or uneafinefs. Philip, 
as he perufed the letter, haa (hewed greater figns of in- 
dignation than of fear or furprife; and throwing him- 
felf upon the king's bed — '* Royal Sir," fays be, with a 
refolute tone of voice, " your recovery will foon clear 
me of the guilt of parricide with which I am charged. 
The only favour I beg is, that you would be eafy in your 
own mind; and fuffer the draught to operate, and not re- 
gard the intelligence you have received from fervants, 
who indeed have (hewn their zeA for your welfare; 
which zeal, however, is very indifcreet and unfcafori- 
able/* Thcfe words did not only revive the king, but 
filled him with hope and joy; fo taking Philip by the 
hand, ** Be you yourfelf eafy," fays he to him,** for I be- 
lieve you are difquieted upon a double account; firfl for 
my recovery', and fecondly for your own juftification.*' 

In the mean time, the phyfic worked fo violently, 
that the accidents which attended it, ftrengthened Par- 
menio's accufation; for the kinor |oft his fpeech, and 
was feifed with fuch flrong fainting fits, that he had 

hardljr 

• jMgentim animo fdicUudlreht litera ifteu/ferant \ &f qukqmd in uffamque 
partem out mettu atU fj>es juhjeceraf, fecreta ajlimamnt penjabuc^ Q. Cvrt* 
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hardly any pulfe left, or the leaft fyraptoms of life. 
Philip employed all the powers of phyfic to recover 
•him, and in every lucid interval, diverted him with 
agreeable fuhjefts; difcourfing one moment about his 
mother and fitters, and another, about the mighty vic- 
tory which was advancing, with hafty ftcps, to crowi;i 
his paft triumphs. At taft the phyfician's art having 
gained the afcendant, and difFufed through every vein a 
falutary and vivific virtue; his mind firft began to re- 
fume its former vigour, and afterwards his body, much 
fooner than had been expefted. Three days after he 
fl>owed himfelf to the army, who were never fatisfied 
with gazing upon him, and could fcarce believe their 
eyes; fo much the greatnefs of the danger had furprifed 
and dejetted them- No careffcs were enough for the 
phyfician; every one embracing him with the utmoft 
tcndemefs, and returning him thanks as to a god who 
'had faved the life of their fovereign. 

Befides the refpeft which thefe people had naturally 
for their kings, words can, never exprefs bow greatly 
the;y adn^ired this monarch mpre than any other, aiid 
the flrong affeftion they bore him. They were per- 
fuaded, that he did not undertake any thing but by ilfc 
immediate afliftance of the gods; and as fuccefs always 
attended his defigns, his raflmefs became glorious in him, 
and feemed to have fomething inexpreffibly divine in it, 
'His youth, which one would have concluded incapable 
of fuch mighty enterprifes, and which iiowever over- 
came all difficulties, gave a frelh merit and a brighter 
luflre to his aflions. * Befides, certain advantages that 
generally are little regarded, and which yet engage in a 
wonderlul manner the hearts of the foldiery, groatly 
augmented the merit of Alexander; fuch as his taking 
delight in bodily exercifes ; his difcovering a (kill andex- 
.cellency in them ; his going clothed like the common 
Joldiers, and knowing how to familiarize himfelf with 
inferiors, without leuening his jdignity ; his fharing in 

toils 

• Slt^dtlewcra btAerl filtntf fimtmjuf in re mUiiari graMra vuigo Junu 
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toih and dangers with the naoft laborious and intrepid; 
qualities which, whether Alexander owed them to 
nature, or had acquired them by refleftion, made him 
equally beloved and refpefted by his foldiers. -jA* 

During this interval, Darius was on his marcn, full 
of a vain fccurity in the infinite number of his troops» 
and forming a judgment of the two armies merely from 
their difpariiy in that point. The plains of Affyria, in 
which he was encampecT, gave him an opportunity of ex- 
tending his horfe as he pTeafed, and of taking the ad- 
vantage which the great difference between the number 
of foldieris m each army gave him; but inftcad of this, 
he refolves to march to narrow pafles, where his cavalry 
and the multitude of his troops, fo far from doing him 
any fervice, would only incumber one another; and ac- 
cordingly he advances towards the enemy, for whom he 
fhould have waited, and runs vifibly to his own deftruc- 
tion. Neverthelefs, the grandees of his court, whofe 
cuftom it was to flatter annapplaud his every aft ion, con- 
gratulated him beforehand on the vi6lory he would foon 
obtain, as if it had been certain and inevitable. There 
was at that time, in the army of Darius, one Caride- 
rous, an Athenian, a man of great experience in war, 
who perfonally hated Alexander, for having caufed him 
to be baniflied from Athens. Darius, turning to this 
Athenian, aflced, whether he believed him powerful 
cehough to defeat his enemy. Cariden^us, who had been 
brought up in the bofom of libeirty, and forgetting that 
he was in a country of flavery, where^'to oppofe the in* 
clination of a prince is of the mofl dangerous confe- 
quence, replied as follows: ** Poffibly, Sir, you may 
" not be pleafed with my telling you the truth; but in 
" cafe I do not do it now, it will be too late hereafter. 
** This mighty parade of war, this prodigious number q^ 
" men which has drained all the Eail, might indeed be 
** formidable to your neighbours. Cold and purple (hine 
** in every part of your army, which is fo prodigioafly 
" fplendid, that thofe who have not fecn it, could never 
*' fontt an idea of its mag;hificehce. But the foldiei"! 
1 •• wiio 
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" who compofe the Macedonian array, terrible to be- 
•• hold,* and briftling in every part with arms, do not 
•• amufe themfelves with fucn idle fliow. Their only 
"care is to difciplinef, in a regular manner, their bat- 
** talions, and to cover themfelves clofe with their buck- 
" lers and pikes. Their phalanx is a body of infantry, 
•• which engages without flinching; and keeps fb clofe in 
•• their ranks, that the foldiers and their arms form a 
•• kirtd of impenetrable w'ork: In a word, every fingle 
*• man among them^ the officers as well as foldiers, are 
" fo well trained Up, fo attentive to the .command of 
*• their leaders, that, whether they are to aflemble under 
•' their flandards, to turn to the right or left, to double 
*• their ranks, and face about to the enemy on all fides, 
•• at the lead fignal they make every motion and evolu- 
•* tion of the art of war. But that you may be per- 
** fuaded, thefe Macedonians are not invitea hither,* 
" from the hopes of gaining gold and filver; know, 
•• that this excellent difcipline has fubfifted hitherto by 
*' the fole aid and precepts of poverty. Are they hun- 
*« gry ? they fatisfy their appetite with any kind of food. 
Are they weary ? they repofe themfelves on the bare 

? [round, and in the day-time are always upon their 
eet. Do you fancy that the Theffalijm cavalry, land 
"' that of Acamania and ^tolia, who all are armed 
••■ cap-a-pee, are to be rcpulfed by ftoncs hurled from 
" flmgs, and With Hicks burnt at theend? Such troops 
" as are like themfelves, M^ill be able .to pheck their ca- 
•' reer; and fuccours muft be procured from their 
** country, to oppofe their bravery and experience. 
*• Send tnerefore thither all the ufclefs gold and filver 
••^ which I fee here, and purchafe formidable foldiers.*' 
t Darius was naturally of a mild, tradable difpofitibn ; 
but good fortune will corrupt the mofthappy dilpofition. 
Few monarchs are refolute and courageous enough to 
• withftand 

•' * \ 

* Ety ne tiurh mrgentique fltulio teneri puttiy ttdbuc Ula difctpJina faupertatt 

■{• Erat Dario n^ttac traSiabiU inz^mum, n'lfi ettamftupn naturam plftumfut 
fortufti'cirritmpertt. Q. Cunt. I fufpeft the particle futm. 
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withfiand their own power, to repulfe the flattery of the 
many people who are perpetually fomenting their paf- 
fions, and to efteera a man who loves them fo well, to 
contradifl and difpleafe them, in telling them the ge- 
nuine truth. But Darius, not having ftrength of mind 
fufficient for this, gives orders for dragging to execution 
a man who had fled to him for proteaion, was at that 
time his gueft, and gave him at that time the heft counfel 
that could have been propofed to him. However, as 
this cruel treatment could not filence Caridemus, he 
cripd aloud, with his ufual freedom; " My avenger is 
" at hand, the very man in oppofition to' whom I gave 
" you counfel, and he will foon punifli you for de- 
•* fpifing it. * As for you, Darius, in whom fove- . 
" reign power has wrought fo fudden a change, you 
" will teach pofterity, that when once men abandon 
" themfelves to the delufion of fortune, flie erafes from 
** their minds all the fee^js of goodnefs implanted in 
" them by nature/* Darius foon repented his having. 
put to death fo valuable* a perfon ; and experienced, 
but too late, the truth of all he had told him. 

The king advanced with his troops towards the Eu- 
phrates. It was a cuftom long uied by the Perfians, 
never to fet out upon a march till after fun-rife, at which 
time the trumpet was founded for that purpofe from the 
king's tent. Over this tent was exhibited to the view of 
the whole army, the image of the fun fet in cryftal. 
The order they obferved in their march was this. 

Firft, they carried filver altars, on which there lay 
fire, called by them facred and eternal ; and thefe were 
followed by the Magi, finging hynins after the manner 
of their country. They were accompanied by three 
hundred and fixty-five youths (agreeable to the number 
of days in a year) clothed in puiple robes. Afterwards 
came a chariot confecrated to + Jupiter, drawn by white 

horfes, 

* Ttf qtddem^ Jtcentia regni Juhith muUtut documentum era pofterh, bomuiesp 
cum fe per mi/ere Jortttn^f ettsm fuuuram dedijcere, Q. Curt. 

+ Jupiter was a god unknown to the Perfians. Quintus Curtius 
therefore, in atl probability, calls the firft and greatell of their gods 
by that oamc. 



1 



48 THE HISTO'llY 

horfcs, and followed by a courfer of a prodigious fi^fe, 
to whom they gave the name of the full's horfe; and 
the equerries were drefled in white, ^ach haviiig a 
golden rod in his hand. 

Ten chariots, adorned with fculpturcs iii gold, and 
filver, followed after. Then marched a body of horfe, 
compofed of twelve nations, whof6 manners and cuf- 
toms were various, and all armed in a different manner. 
Next advanced thofe whom the Perfians called 7X<? im^ 
mortals^ amounting to ten thoufand, who fiirpaffed tliei 
reft of the Barbariatis in the fumptuoufnefs of their ap- 
parel. They all wore golden collars, were clothed in 
Fobes of gold tiffue, with furtouts (having fleeVes to 
them) quite covered with precious ftones. 

Thirty paces from them, followed thdfe called the 
king's couiins or * relations, to the number of fifteen 
thoufand, in habits very much refembling thofe of 
women, and more remarkable for the vain pofnp of 
their drefs than the glitter of their arms. 

Thofe called the x Doryphori came after; they car. 
ried the king's cloak, and walked before his chariot, in 
which he fecmed to fit as on a high throne. This cha- 
riot was enriclied on both fides with images of the gods 
in gold and filver; arid from the middle of the yoke, 
which was covered with jewels, rofe two ftatues a 
cubit in height, the one reprefenting war, the other 
peace, having a golden eagle between them, with wings 
extended, as ready to take its flight. 

But nothing could equal the magnificence of the king. 
He was clothed in a vcft of purple, ftriped with filver, 
and over it a long robe glittering all oVer with gold and 
precious floncs, that reprefented two falcons rufhing from 
the clouds, and pecking at one another. Around hi5i 
waift he wore a \ ffolden girdle, after the manner of 
women, whence his fcimctar hung, the ftabbard of 
which flamed all over with gems. On his head he wore 

a tiara 

* This was a title of dignity. Poifibly a great numfxr 0/ the klng't 
lelations were in this 'body, 
f Thefe were guards who carried a^alf pil^e. % Cidaris. 
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• tiara or mitre, round which was a fillet of blue mixed 
with 'white. 

On each fide of him walked two hundred of hit 
nearefl relations, followed by ten thoufand pikemcn, 
whofe pikes were adorned with fiiver, and tipped with 
gold ; and laftly, thirty thoufand infantry, who compofed 
the rear-guard. Thefe were followed by the king's 
horfes (four hundred in number) all which were led. 

About one hundred, or an hundred and twenty paces 
from thence, came Syfigambis, Darius 's mother, ieated 
on a chariot, and his con fort on another, with the feveral 
female attendants of both queens riding on horfeback. 
Afterwards came fifteen large chariots, in which were 
the king's children, and tholie who had the care of their 
education, with a band of eunuchs, who are to this 
day in great efteem with thofe nations. Then marched 
the concubines, to the number of three hundred and 
fixty, in the equipage of queens, followed by fix hundred 
mules and three hundred camels, which carried the king's 
treafure, and were guarded by a great body of archers. " 

After thefe came the wives of the crown-officers, and 
of the greateft lords of the court; then the futlers, and 
fervants of the army, feated alfo in chariots. 

In the rear were a body of ligbt-armed troops, with 
their commanders, \yho clofed the whole march. 

Would not the reader believe, that he had been read- 
ing the defcription of a tournament, not the march of an 
army? Could he imagine that princes of the leaft rea- 
fon Would ha\'c been fo ftupid, as to incorporate with 
their forces fo cumberfome a train of women, princeffes, 
concubines, eunuchs, and don)efticks of both fexes? 
But the cuftom of the country was reafon fuSicient. 
Darius, at the head of fix hundred thoufand men, and 
furrounded with this m'ghty pomp prepared for him- 
fclt only, fancied he was great, and rofe in the idea he 
had formed of himfelf. Yet Ihould we reduce him to 
his juft proportion and his perfonal worth, how littjg 
would he appear! But he is not the only one in this 
way of thinking, and of whom we may form the fame 

Vol. VL . D . ^ judgmeiit. 
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judgment. 'But it is time for us to bring the two mo- 
narchs to blows. 



Sect. V. Alexander gains a famous vi^ory ovtr Darius^ 
near tht city of Iff us. The cotifequences of that m6lory\ 

*"EpOR the clearer underflandlng of Alexander's 
■*■ march, and that of Darius, and the better fixing 
the fituatioa of the fpot where the fecond battle was 
fouf'hl, we muft diftinguifli^ three ftraits or paflTes. 
^ The firft of t^iefe is immediately at the defcent from 
mount Taurus, in the way to the city of Tarfus, 
through which, as has been already feen, Alexander 
marched from Cappadocia into Cilicia, The fecond is 
the pafs of Cilicia or Syria, leading from Cilicia into 
Syria; and the third is the pafs of Amamis, To called 
from that mountain. This pafs, which leads into 
Cilicia from Aflyria, is much higher than the pafs of 
Syria, northward. 

Alexander had detached Parraenio with part of the 
army to feife the pafs of Syria, in order to fecure it for 
his march. As for himfelf, after marching from Tar- 
fus, he arrived the next day a.t Anchiala, a city which 
Sardanapalus is faid to have buijt. His tomb was ilill 
to be feen in that city with this infcription, Sardanapa^ 
lus built Anchiala and Tarfus in one day: Go, passen- 
ger, EAT, DRINK, AND REJOICE, FOR THE REST 

IS NOTHING- From hence he came to Solae where he 
offered facrifices to iEfculapius, in gratitude for the re- 
covery of his health. Alexander himfelf headed the 
ceremony with lighted tapers, followed by the whole 
army, and he there foleninized games ; after which he 
returned to Tarfus. Having commanded Philotas to 
march the cavalry through the plains of Aleius, towards 
the river Pyramus, he himfelf went with the- infantry 
and his life-guard to Magarfus, whence he arrived at 

Malles, 

e A. M. 3674- Ant. J. C. 33*« 
^ Diod. 1. xvii.' p. 514 — 518. Arrian. 1. ii. p. 66^2. P}ut. in 
Alex. p. 675, 676. Q. Curt, l.iii* c. 4—1*. Jullin. 1. ii.c. 9^ & io# 



OF 'AL«X-ANDf«. ^l 

Malles, aaciafterwafds at.*Ciibbala« ^Advice hedbecn 
brought him, that Darius, with his wh^ie army , wns 
ei icainped at Sochus in Affyria, two days' journey frotti 
Ctlicia. There Alexander held- a council of war upen 
that news; when all his. generals and oflicers entreating 
him to march tow^ds Darius, he fet out the next, day 
to give him battle. Panneiiio had;taken the little city of 
IITus, and, after poflbfling himfelf of i\^^ pafsof Syrfa» 
had left a body of forces to fecure it. The king lift 
the fick in Iffus, marched his whole army through the 
pafs, and encamped near the city of MyriandruSi where 
the badnefs of the weather obliged him. to halt. 

. In the mean time, .Darivs was in the plaios of. AfTyria, 
of great extent. The Grecian commanders who were 
in his f ace,- and formed the chief ftreogth of his a.rrn}% 
advifed iiim to wait there the coming-up of the enemy. 
For, behdes that this fpot was open on all Hdesy and 
very advantageous for his horfe, it was fpacious enough 
to contain his vafily- numerous hoft, with all the baggage 
and other things belonging to the army. Hgwever, »if 
he fhould not approve of their caunfel, they then advifed 
him to feparate this multitude,, and feleft fux:honlyias 
were the flower of his troops;, and confequ^ntly not 
venture his whole army upon a. fingle, battle, which per- 
haps might be decifive. . However, the courtiers, with 
whom the courts of. monarchs, as Arrisui obferves, for 
ever abound, called thefe Greeks an unfaithful nation, 
and venal wretches ; and hinted ,to Darius,, that the^on^y 
motive of theip counfelling the king to divide his tro^s 
was, that, after they ftoold once be (eparated from the 
reft, they might liave an eafier oppoituiiity of delivering 
up into the enemies hands whatever might .b? in their 
power; but that the fafeit way would be,: tofurround 
them with the whole army, and cut them to pieces, fia 
an illuftrions example' of the ^junifliment due to traitors. 
This propofal was vaftly fhocking to JDtarius, who was 
naturally of a very mild 3nd humane difpofition. fie 
therefore anfwered, ** That he was far trom ever de- 
•* figning to commit fo horrible a cripe; that fliould he 

D 3 " be 
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•• be euilty of it, no nation would sfierwards give the 
'** leaft credit to his promifes^; that it ^ was never known 
'•• that a perfon had been put to death for giving imprti- 
'*' dent counfel: that no man would ever venture to give 
*•• his opinion, if it were attended with fuch danger, a* 
** circumftance that would be of the mod fatal confe- 
•*^ quence to princes/' He then thanked the Greeks 
•for their zeal and good- will, and condefcended to lay 
'before them the reafons which prompted him not to 
ifoUow their advice. 

Tlifi courtiers had perfuaded Darius, that Alexander's 
long delay in coming up with them, was a proof and an 

'*€ff€tt of the terror with which the approach of the 
Perfian army had filled him (for thqy had not heard a 

' word of his mdifpofition); that fortune, merely for their 
iake» had led Alexander into ftraits and narrow pafi'es, 
whence it would be impoflible for him to get out, in 
cafe they (hould fall upon him immediately; that they 
ought to feife this favourable opportunity, for fear the 
enemy (hould fly, by which'means Alexander would 
efcape them. Upon this, it was refolved in council, 
that tlie army ihould march in fearch of him; the gods, 
fay& an * hiftorian blinding the eyes of that prince, that 
he might rufh down the precipice they had prepared for 
kim, and thereby make way for the deftruaion of the 
Perfian monarchy. 

Darius, having fent his treafure with his moll preci- 
ous moveables to Damafcus, a city of Syria, under a 
fmall convoy, marched the main boJy of the array 
towards Ciiicia, and entered it hy the pafs of Amanus, 
which lies far above the pafles of Syria. His queen and 
soother, with the princeifes his daughters, and the little 

- prince his fon, followed the army according to the cuf- 
tom of the Perlians, but were m the camp during the 
battle* When he had advanced a little way into Cihcia 
(from eaft weftward) he turned ihort towards KFus, not 

t^ knowing 

♦ Nemirfm Jfolidufft cf'ttfiUum cafite lutre dthtft ; dffutwrvt tmm fW 
fuadennt^ / Juafip ^€ricuiim efit, (J- Curt, 
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knowing: that Alexander was behind; for he had beeo. 
aflared that tUs prince fled before him» and was retired 
in great diforder into Syria;, and therefore Darius was . 
now confidering how he might beft purine him. He 
barbaroufly put to death all the fick who were then in the 
city of liTus, a few foldiers excepted, whom he dif- 
mifled, after making them view every part of his camp, 
in order that they might be fpeftators of the prodigi- 
ous multitude or his forces. Thefe foldiers accord- 
ingly brought Alexander word of Darius's approach, 
wliich he could fcarce believe, from its great improba- 
bility, though there was nothing he defired more ear- 
neftly^ But he himfelf was foon an eye-witnefs to the 
truth of it, upon which he began to think ferioufly of 
preparing for battle. 

Alexander fearing, as the Barbarians were (b nii-/ 
laerous, that they would attack him in his camp, for- 
tified it with ditches and palifadoes, difcovering an 
incredible joy tQ fee his defire fulfilled, which was, 
ta engage in thofe paffes, whither the gods ieemed 
to have led Darius exprefsly to deliver him into his ^ 
hands. 

And, indeed, this foot of ground, which was but, 
\f ide enough for a fmali army to a£l and move at liberty 
in, reduced, in fome meafure, the two armies to an 
equality. By this means the Macedonians had fpace 
fufficient to employ their w:hole army; whereas the 
Perfians had not room for the twentieth part of theirs. 

Neverthelefs Alexander, as frequently happens to the 
g^eateft captains, felt fome emotion when he faw that he 
\fas going to hazard all at one blow. The more fortune 
had favoured him hitherto, the more he now dreaded 
her frowils ; the n^oment approaching which was to 
determine his fate. But, on the other fide, his courage 
revived from the refleftion, that the rewards of his toils 
exceeded the dangers of them ; and though he was un- 
certain with regard to the viQory, he at leaft hoped to 
die glorioufly, and like Alexander. However, he did 
not divulge thefe thoughts to any one, well knowing, 
that upon the approach of a battle, a general ought not 

to 



td difcoverthe leaft marks of fadnefs or p^rplcxky; 
and that the troops (hould read nothing but refolution 
and intrepidity in the countenance of their commander. 

Having; made his foldiers refrdh tbemfelves,- and • 
ordered them to be ready for the third watch ofthe night, 
"wWch began at twelve, he went ^tothe topof a moun- 
tain, and there,' by torch-light, faCrificedj after the 
manner of his country, to the gods of the place.. Ar 
foom a> the fignal was given, his army, which wa» 
ready to march* and fight, being commanded to- matce* 
greater {vi^ciy arrived- by -day^break atthe feveral pofts 
afligned them, but' nowrthe couriers bringing wc^d that>' 
Dafriiis "was not above thirty flir4ongs"f torn then>, the 
k-i^g, caufed his army to.h&lt-, and then dr^w« ifupi in 
battle-array. The peafants in the gr-eateft terror carae; 
aifoaftd acquainted Darius withthe arrival of the«neray, 
\<^hich he would not at fir^^eliovc, imagining, as we 
irave-'olrftrvcai that^ Aflexandferfled befo!»e h^ra',,and^6n*. 
deavoured t6 efcape; * This news threw- h^^^treop^iAlO'^ 
the utmoffi'confufioni who in thafU furprif<f»ranitQ:.tbcifr' 
orms^th gf eat-pretipJeation 'and' dif6i»dlsr> 

Xhe fpot where the battle was fought lay near thecity- 
cif^IflS^s; MHiidrthewouatawis-bouiKlfedononeiridev and 
tKe* ftk on- thte' otheft The plain, that' was (ilusKMki' 
Het^^eijt them botH, ra^fthavet'een^conSdeFably broad; 
ais'tHe twp* armies- encariftped ini*; and'<I before obi* 
(crved;', that ^Dariiis-^ was vaftly minaerours,, The river 
Piijaritts rarrthiottghthemiddte'of this plfeiin from the* 
riit?tintain'to»tliafeav and divided' it-' very near into two 
equal parts. The- mountain fi)rmed' a hollow like-a^ 
gul{)h, tHe ejctremityof which in a curve line bounded 
part- of thfs plain. 

Alcxanid^r drew up his army in the following order. 
Bfe pofte'dati the extremity of » the right wing, which 
ftoo'dtieartljemountain«,thex^rgyrafpidfes,+ commanded- 
\fy Nicanoi:; then the phalanx of» CcenuSj and after* 

wards 

*• Theanci«i»i»nifed t^toOtr-up t^i^if faccUipeB upon eminouc^^* 
. +. This was a.hpfly of infantry, difttngui(hc<i.by their {jlver ftiidW^t 
UUt much- more tb by ihcir great braVery. * 
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wards, that of Perdiccas, which terminated in the centre ' 
of the main army. On the' extremity of the left wing 
he polled the phalanx of Amyntas, then that of Ptolemy,' ' 
and laftly, th^t of Meleager, Thus the famous Mace- 
donian phalanx was formed^ which we find was com- 
pofed or fi^ diftinQ corps or brigades. Each of thefe 
bodies was headed by aofe generals; but Alexander, 
being always generahffimo, had confequently the com- 
mand of the whole arrny. The horfe were placed on 
the two wings; the Macedonians, with th(i Theffaliaris, 
on the right, and thofe of Peloponnefus, with the other 
allies, on the left. Craterus commanded all the foot, ' 
which compofed the left wing, and Parmejiio the ^yllole 
wing. Alexander had referved to himfelf the commancl 
of the right. He had detired I^armenio to keep as near 
the fea^as poffible, to prevent the Barbarians from far- 
r9undiqghim: and Nicainor, on the contrary, was or- 
dered, 19 keep at fomeldiftance from the mountains, to 
keep h^qifdif oijt o^ t'hei reach of the arm ws.difcharged 
by thofe who were polled, on them. * tie covered the. 
nojffp of hfs right wmg with thq ligh^ horfe' of Protoma-' 
chus and the raebnians, and his toot with, the bowmen 
of A^nUQchn^, H.c re,fe/vcd the * Adrians f commanded ' 
by.^tajfysj wjiowqregrieatty eueerned, ajid fome forces 
that, were newly arrived from Greece, to oppofe thofe 
Darius had poltcid on the mquRtaips. 

As, fpr t)arius's array, i^was^rawnup in the follow- 
ing.prd^^ Hayingheard that Alexander was marching' 
toward^ hiiyi ip Uattle-array, he commanded thirty thou- 
fand. horfe andt wenty thbufandhov/jnen to crofs the river 
Pinarius, that Kp might have ah opportunity to dray 
up his aimy in a commodious nsaAner gn the hither fideJ 
In the centjreh/2 polled the tl^irty tjioufand Greets in his 
fervice, who, doubtlpfs, were the flovver and chifef 
ftrength of his army, and. were hot at all infpri6i" In bi'a- ' 
vpry to the Macedppian phalanxj, with thirty thdufand 
Cardacians on their right, and as many on their Itit; the' ' 
field of battle not being able to contain a greater riuiiibef .' 

fhefe 

It 

\A^;n4 was a city bnween the mooatains Hs^mus and Rhodope« 
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Thefie were all heavilv armed. The reft of the in. 
fantry, diftinguifhed by their feveral nations, were 
jranged behind the firft line. It is pity Arrian does not 
tell us the depth of each of thofe two lines; but it muft 
have been prodigious, if we confider the extreme nar- 
rownefs of the pafs, and the amazing multitude of the 
Perfian forces. On the mountain which lay to their left, 
againft Alexander's right wing, Darius polled twenty 
thoufand men, who were fo ranged (in feveral wind- 
ings of the mou'ntainjthat fome were behind Alexander's 
army, and others betore it. 

Darius, after having fet his army in battle-array, made 
his horfe crofs the river again, and difjpatched the greateft 

" part of them towards the fea againft rarmenio, becaufe 
they could fight on that fpot with the greateft advantage: 
the reft of his cavalry he fent to the left, towards th^ 
mountain. However, finding' that thefe would be of no 
fervice on that fide, becaufe of the too great narrowncft 
of the fpot, he caufed a great part of them to wheel 
about to the right. As for himfelf, he took his poft in 
the centre of his army, purfuant to the cuftom of the 
Perfian monarchs*" 

Alexander, obferving that moft of the enemy's horfe 

' was to oppofe his left wmg, which confifted only of thofe 
of Peloponnefus, and of fome other allies, detached 
immediately to it the ThefTalian cavalry, which he 
caufed to wheel rouiid behind his battalions, to prevent 
their being feen by the Barbarians. On the fame fide 
(the left) he pofted, before his foot, the Cretan bow- 
luen, and the Thracians of Sitacles (a king of Thrace) 
who were covered by the horfe. The foreigners in 
Jhis fervice were behind all the reft. 

Perceiving that his right wing did not extend fo far 
as the left of the Perfians, which might furround and 
attack it in flank, he drew from the centre of his army 
two regiments of foot, which he detached thither, with 
orders for them to march behind, to prevent their being 
feen by the enemy. He alfo re-inforced that wing of 
his forces which htc had pppofed to the Barbarians on the 

mountains ; 
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mountains; for, feeing they did not comedown, be 
made the Agrians and fome other bow^men attack them* 
and drive them towards the fummit of it; fo that he 
left only three hundred horfe to keep them in, and 
fent the reft, as I obferved, to re-inforce his right 
wing, which by this means extended further thai^ uafe 
of the Perfians. 

The two armies being thus drawn up in order of 

battle, Alexander marched very flowly, that his foldicrs 

might take a Uttle breath; fo that it was fuppofed ther 

would not engage till very late: for Darius (lill conti* 

nued with his army on the other fide of the river, im 

order not to lofe the advantageous (ituation of his *poft ; . 

and even caufed fuch parts of the fliore as were not 

Graggy to be fecured with palifadoes, .whence the Mace-^ 

donians concluded that he was already.afraidof being . 

defeated. The two armies being.^ome in fight« Alex-* 

ander, riding along. .the ranks^ called, by their feveral 

names, thcpriacipal officers both of the Macedonians 

and foreigners;: and exhorted tlie foldiers to fignalize 

themfelves). fpeaking to each nation according to its 

peculiar, genius and difpofition. To the Macedonians 

he reprefented, " the viftories they had formerly gained ■ 

f* in Europe; the ftill recent glory of the battle of the 

*^ Grankus;, the great number oi cities and pjrovinces . 

*^ they had left behind them, all whicl^ they;, had fub*^ 

dued/.' He added, that ** by one fingle vi6lory they^' 

would poflefsthemfelves of the Perlian empire; and that 

the fpoils of the E^ft would be the reward of their bra- 

very and toils.*' The Greeks he animated, " by the 

,**^ remembrance, of < the- many^ calamities > which the 

" Perfians (thoie irreconcileable enemies to Greece) 

"bad brought uppn thern;" and fet before them, 

'* the famous battles of Marathon, of Thermopylx^ 

'^ of Salamis, of Platsex, and the many others by which 

" they had acquired immortal glory." He bid the Illy- 

rians and Tluracians, nations wao ufed to fublifi by 

j^under and rapine, *' view the enemy's army, every 

.*^ p^rt of which (hone with ^old and purple, and wa^ 

^Vnot loaded fo nfuch with arms ^ with booty. That 
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•? they therefore fliould pufti forward (the)' wUa wcre^^ 
" men) and ftrip all thofe women of their ornameHts; 
*? and Exchange tlieir mountains, covered peFpetually 
** with -ice and fnow, for the finilii^ plains and tich- 
•? 6cld« df Perfia^" The mpraent he had ended, the 
ivkole attny fet up a flioirt, and eagerly d^fired to be 
led on direftly againft the enemy. 

Alexanderhad advanced at firft very flovrly, lo^ prevent 

the rartks, or the Iront of his phalanx, from breaking; 

and'hahed |>y intervals*: But when he was got widbsA 

bow-ftiot, he commanded aU his right (wing) ta plunge 

knpetuoafty into the river, purpofe)y thatthey might fur- 

prife the B^rbarrians, come fooner tx) a clofe engagement, 

jknd be lefs expofed to the enemy ^s arrows; in all whiek 

be was very faccefsfal. Both (ides fought with the utmoft 

bravery and refokuion ; and being row (breed to fight 

elofe^ they charged on bothfide^ fword i« handt, wheii 

a dreadful flaughter enfued; for they engaged man to 

man, each aiming the point of his fyard at the face of 

his opponent. Alexander, who performed the duty both 

of a private foldier and of a commander, wiOied nothing 

foardentfyas the glorj^ of killing, with his own hand, 

Darius, who being feated on a*high chariot, wasconfpi* 

cuous to the whole army ; and by that means was a 

powet-fui objeft, both to enc-ourage his 6wn foldier* fd 

ftefend, an4 the enemy to attack him. A.nd now th6 

little grew nfiiore furious and bloody than before ; fo th^t 

a great number of Perfian noblemen were kiUed. Each 

Me fought with incredible brkvery. Oxatres, bri>ther to 

Darius, obfcfving that Alexander was going to charge 

that monarch with the utmdil vigour, ruflied befofc his 

chariot with the horfe under his command^ and diftitf- 

guifhed himself above all llie reft. The hopfes tha*t 

drew Dariuar's chariot, beingHquite 60ve*«ed with wounds, 

began to prance about; aniffliook the yoke fo violently, 

that they were upon the point of overturning the kin^, 

who, feeing himlelf going to fall alive into the hands <Jf 

his enemies, leaped down, and mounted another chariot* ' 

The left c^blbrving this, fled as fall as j)oflibleJ add throW- 

- • • * > irig 
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ing down their arms, made the beft of their way. Alex- 
ander had received a Dight wound in his thigh, but • 
happily it vfas not attended with ill confequences. 

Whilft part of the Macedonian infant/y (pofted to the 
right) were carrying on the advantages they had gained 
againft the Perfians, the rerpainder of them who en- 
gaged the Greeks met with greater refiflance. Thefe 
obferving that the body of infantry in queftion were no' 
longer covered by the right (wing) of Alexander's army, 
"^hich was purCuiijg the, enemy, came and attacked it m* 
flank. The engagement was very bloody, and viftory 
a long tinpe doubtful. The Greek's endeavoured to 
pufti the Macedonians into the river, and to recover the 
diforder into which the left wing had been thrown. The 
Macedonians alfo fignalifed themTelves with the utmoll 
bravery^ in order to preferve the advantage which Alex- 
ander I>ad.juft before gained, and fupport the honour of 
their phalanx, which hadlalways been confidered as in- 
vincible. There was alfo a perpetual jealoufy between 
thefe two nations (the Greeks and Macedonians) whicK 
greatly increafed their courage, and made the refiftahce 
on each fide very vigorous. On Alexander's fide, 
Ptolemy the fon of Seleucus loft his life, with an hun- 
dred and twenty more confiderable officers, who all hatf 
behaved with the utmoft gallantry. 

I UN the mean time; the right wing, which Was yifto- 
rious under its monarch, after defeating all who op- 
pofed it, wheeled to the left againft thofe Greeks who 
were fighting with the reft ot the Macedonian phalanx, 
whoni they charged very vigoroufly ; and attacking them 
in flank, entirely routed them. 

At the very beginning of the engagement, the Perfian 
cavalry which was in the right wing (without waiting for 
their being attacked by the Macedonians) had crofled ithe 
river, and rufhed upon the ThefTaliah horfe,,Teveral ot 
whofe fquadrqns were broke by it. Upon tKii, the 
remainder of the latter, in order to avoid the inrip^tuoTity 
of the firft charge, and oblige the Perfians to tireak tlieir 
ranks, ipiade a feint of retiring, as terrified by the ^rodi- 

gious 
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gious numbers of the enemy. The Perfians feeing this, 
were filled with boldnefs and confidence, and thereupon 
the greateft part of them advancing without order or 
precaution, as to a certain viftory, had no thoughts but 
of purfuing the enemy. Upon this, the ThefTalians 
feeing them in fuch confufion, faced about on a fudden, 
and renewed the fight with frefli ardour. The Perfians 
tnade a brave defence, till they faw Darius put to flight, 
and the Greeks cut to pieces by the phalanx. 

The routing of the Perfian cavalry completed the 
defeat of the army. The Perfian horfe fuffered very 
much in the retreat, from the great weight of the arms 
of their riders ; not to mention, that as they retired in 
diforder, and crouded in great numbers through paffes, 
they bruifed and unhorfed one another, and were more 
annoyed by their own foldiers than by the enemy. 
Befides, the ThefTalian cavalry purfued them with fo 
much fury, that they were as much (battered as the in- 
fantry, and loft as many men. 

With regard to Darius, as we before obferved, the 
inftant he faw his left wing broke, he was one of the firft 
who fled in his chariot; but getting afterwards into 
.icraggy rugged places, he mounted on horfeback, throw- 
ing down his bow, fliield, and royal mantle. Alex- 
ander, however, did not attempt to purfue him, till he 
faw his phalanx had conquered the Greeks, and the 
Perfian horfe put to flight; which was of great advan- 
tage to the prince'that ned. 

About eight thoufand of the Greeks that were- in 
Darius's fe^vice (with iheir officers at their head, who 
were very brave) retired over the mountains, towards 
Tripoli in Syria, where finding the tranfports which had 
brought them from Lefl^os upon diy ground, they fitted 
out as many of them as fuited their purpofe, and burnt 
the reil, to prevent their being purfued. 

As for the Barbarians, having exerted them fel ves with 
bravery enough in the firft attack, they afterwards gave 
way in the moft Ihametul manner; and, being intent 
upon nothing but faving themfclves, they took different 

ways* 
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ways. Some llruck into the high road which led direftly 
to Perfia; others ran into woods and lonely mountains; 
and a fniall number returned to their camp, which the 
viftorious enemy had already taken and plundered. 

Syfigambis, Darius's mother, and that monarch's 
queen, who alfo was his fitter, remained in it, with two 
of the king's daughters, a fon of his (a child) and fome 
Perfian ladies. For the reft had been carried to Da- 
mafcus, • with part of Darius's treafure, and all fuch 
things as contributed only to the luxury and magnifi- 
cence of his court. No more than three thoufand 
talents * were found in his camp; but the reft of the 
treafure fell afterwards into the hands of Parmenio, at 
his taking the city of Damascus. 

^ Alexander, weSiry of purfuing Darius, feeing night 
draw on, and that it would be impoflible -for him to 
Overtake that monarch, returned to the enemy's camp,, 
-which his foldiers had juft before plundered. Such was 
the end of this memorable battle, fought the fourth year 
of Alexander's reign. The + Perfians, either in the en- 
gagement or the rout, loft a greatnumber of their forces^ 
both horfe and foot; but very few were killed on Alex* 
finder's fide. 

That very evening he invited the grandees of his courts 
and his chief officers, to a feaft, at which he himfelf 
was prefent, notwithftanding the wound he had received, 
k having only grazed the fkin. But they were no fooner 
fet down at table, than they heard, from a neighbouring 
tent, a great noife, intermixed with groans, which 
frighted all the company; infomiich that the foldiers, 
who were upon guard before the king's tent^ ran to their 
arms, being afraid of an infurre£lion. But it was found, 
that the perfons who made this clamour were the mother 

and 

f A. M. 3672. Ant. J. C. 33a. 

♦ About 440,0001. fterling. 
f According to Quintus Curtius and Arrian, the Periians loft an 
hundred thou^nd tlsot, and.ten thoul'and hor{^. And the former bii- 
torian relates, that no more than an hundred and fifty horfe^ and three 
hundred foot, were loft oD Alexander's fide, which d(>ei not lecmirery 
probable. 
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and wife of Darius, zujd the r.e.ft of the captive: ladies,, 
who, fuppofuig that prince dea(l, > bewailed his lofs, 
according to the cullonj of the Barbarians, with dread- 
ful cries and bowlings. An eunuch, who had .feqn. 
Darius's cloak in the hands of a foldicr, imagining he 
had killed him, and afterwards ftripped feim of tliat. 
garment, had carried them that falfe account. 

We are told that Alexander, upon beingtpld thereafpn 
of this falfe alarm, could not refrain from tears, when; 
be confidered the fad calamity of Qarius, apd tha tender • 
difpoGtion of thofe princefles, whom his niisfortunes. 
only afFefted. He thereupon fent X^onatus, one of hi^ 
chief courtiers, to aflure them, thatvtJae man whofe death 
they bewailed was alive. Leonatus, taking fome foldier^ 
with him, came to the tent of the princeffcs, and fent 
word, that he was come to pay thejp s^ vifit in the king'^ 
Bame. The perfons, who were at the entrance of the 
tent, feeing a band of armed men, imagined that thei^ 
iniftreiTes were undone ; and accordingly ran into tbetent^ 
crying aloud, that their iail hour was come, and that fol- 
diers were difpatched to murder them ; fo that thefe 
princefles being feifed with the utmoft diftraftion, did 
not make the leaft anfwer, but waited in deep filence for, 
the orders of the conqueror. At laft, Leonatus having 
ftaida long time, and feeing no one appear, left his fol- 
diers at the door, and came into the tent : But their ter- 
ror increafed, when they faw a man enter among thenn 
without being introduced. They thereupon threw them- 
felves at his feet, and intreated, that *' before he put 
t* them to death, they might be allowed to bury Darius 
** after the manner of their country ; and that when they 
f* had paid this laft duty to their king, they Ihould di^ 
^' contented." Leonatus anfwered^ " That Darius was 
*• living; and that fo far from giving them any offence, 
** they ftiould be treated as queens, and live in their 
•• former fplendour." Syfigambis hearing this, began 
to recover her fpirits, and permitted Leonatus^ tOwgiye 
her his hand, to raife her from the groutid. 

The 



The next day Alexander, sifter vifuing the wounded,, 
caufedthe VdH lionburs tc^be p^ to.the dead, in prefence 
of the whole arniy« drawn up in tlie moft fplendid order 
of bauLe. He treated the PerOans of diilinflion in the 
iame manfier, aad permitted: Darius's mother to bury 
whatever perfons ibe pkafed, according to the cuftoms 
and ceremonies praftiled in her cotmtry. However, this 
prudent prince^ ufed that permiifion iu regard only to a 
£ew wha were her near relaXion,s ; and that with fuch s| 
modefiy aod referve as ihe thought Aiited her prefes^t 
condition. The king teflified his joy and gratitude to 
the whok army, efpeciaity to the chief officers, whofe 
a£lions he applauded in the ftrongeft terms, as well thofe 
of which he himfelf had been an eye-witnefs, as fucba^ 
had been only related to him ; and he made prefents to 
all, according to their merit and ftation. 

After Alexander had performed thefe feveral duties; 
truly worthy a great monarch, he fent a mefiage to the 
queens, to inform them that he was coming to pay thenl 
a vifit; and accordingly commanding all his train to 
withdraw, he entered the tent, accompanied only by 
Heph^ftion. He was his favourite, and as they had been 
brought up together, the king revealed his fecrets to bim^ 
and * nobody elfe dared to fpeak fo freely to him ; bu^ 
even Hephaeftion made fo cautious and difcreet an ufeof 
that liberty, that he feemed to take it, not fo much oiit of 
inclination, as from a defire to obey the king, who would 
have it fo. They were of the fame age, but Hephaeftion 
was taller, fo that the queens took him at firft for the 
king^, and paid him their refpe£ts as fuch: But fprne 
captiveeunuchs (howingthem Alexander, Syfigambisfelt 
proftrate hefore him, and begged his pardon ; dejclaring» 
that as (he had never feea him, ^ hoped that coniidq- 
ration would plead her apology* The king, raifing her 
from thei jground, " Dear mother," fays he, •• you are 

upt 

** Uiepiatis ptojue In §a adm^ntnio nmt atiutjut bt^eiat ; quod tamrn 
2t4 ufurfabaty ut magis a rt^^t -^ennlJlfum Jif^m vindicatuM ab to videretur, ' 
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not miftaken, for he alfois an Alexander:"* Afineex- 
preffioh, which does honour to both ! Had Aiexanden 
always thought and afted in this manner, he would have 
juftly merited the title of Great; but t fortune had not- 
yet corrupted his foul. He bore her at firft with mode* 
'^ration and wifdom ; but at laft (he overpowered him, and 
he became unable to refift her. 

Syfigambis, ftrongly afFe6led with thefe teftimonies of 
goodnefs and humanity, could not forbear teftifyingher 
gratitude upon that account. '^ Great prince (faid fh& 
*' to him) what words (hall 1 find to exprefs my thanks^. 
" in fuch a manner as may anfwer your generofity ! You • 
*• call me your mother, and honour me ftill with the title - 
" of queen, whereas I confefs myfelf your captive.. 
** I J know what I have been, and what I now ara». 
•* I know the whole extent of my paft grandeur, and. 
" find I can fupport all the weight of my prefcnt ill 
*^* fortune. But it' will be glorious for you, as you now 
" have an abfolute power over us, to make us feel it by. 
*^ your clemency only, and not by ill treatment." 

The king, aftier comforting the princeffes. took Da* 
rius's fon in his arms. This little child, without dif- 
covering the leaft terror, embraced Alexander, who 
being aflre61ed with his confidence, and turning about 
to Hephaeftion, faid to him; '* O that Darius had had 
fome portion of this tender difpofition!" 

It is certain that Darius, in the beginning of hisieigD^ 
behaved in fuch a manner, that he furpaired^ inclemencjr 
and goodnefs, all the kings his predeceffors.; and was 
fuperior to a paflion which conquers and enQaves this 
firongefi, Darius's confort was the moil lovely princefis 
in the .world, as he himfelf was the moft beautiful of 
princes, and of a very tall and moft majeftic ihape; and 

the 

* donum Indite vaeh, danti pariter atqUt 'accJfUntl J^ciofum I 
Val. Max. 1. iv. c. 7. 

f Sed nondum fortuna ft aniwto tjus infudtrat, Itaqut drienttm earn 
modcraii & fffudtnUr tuiit : ad ultimut^ mugnittiditum e/M tioM eepii. 
. ftoiNT. Curt. 

QVINT. CUHT. 
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flic princcITcs ^heir daughters refembled them. They 
were, fays Plutarch, in Alexander's camp, not as in that 
of an enemy, but as in a facred temple, and a fanfluary 
Hcfigned for the afylum of chaftity, in which all the 
princeffes lived fo retired, that they were not feen by 
any perfon, nor did any one dare to approach their 
apartments. 

. We even find, that after the firft vifit above men- 
tioned, which was a refpeSful and ceremonious one, 
Alexander, to avoid expofing himfelf to the dangers of 
human frailty, took a (olemn refolution never to vifit 
Darius's queen any more. ' He himfelf informs us of 
this memorable circumffance, in a letter written by him 
to Parmcnio, in which he commanded him to put to 
deiath certain Macedonians who had forced the wives of 
fomer foreign foldiers. In this letter the following words 
were read : *• For, as to myfelf, it will be found that I 
neither faw, nor would fee, the wife of Darius; and 
did not fuiFer any perfon to fpeak of her beauty before 
me.** We are to remember that Alexander was young, 
viftorious, and free, that is, not engaged in marriage, as 
has been obferved of the firft ^ Scipio on, a like occa- 
Con. Et juvenis, & Calebs^ (3 viQor, 

To conclude, he treated thefe. princeffes with fuch , 
humanity, that nothing but the remembrance that they 
were captives, could have made them fenfible of their 
calamity; and of all the advantages they poffeffed be- 
fore, nothing was wanting with regard to Alexander, 
but that trull and confidence, which no one can repofe 
in an enemy, how kindly foever he behaves, 

t Plut. in Alex. »» Val. Max. 1. iv. c. 3. 
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Sect. VI, [Alexander marches viSorious into' Syrid\. ' 
The treafures depojitedin Damafcus are delivered to him. 
Darius writes a' tetter to Jilexander,in the mo jl haughty * 
terms ^ which he anfioers in the fame JliU\ The gates of ' 
the city of Sidon are opened to him. Abdolonymus ts\ ^ 
placed upon the throne againft his wilL Alexander lays 
Jiege to^ Tyrey which at lafi^ after having made a vigor^ 
ous defence^ is tak^n by Jlorm. The fulfUxng of the 
dij^erent prophecies relating to Tyre. 

ft 

* A LEXANDER fct out towards Syria, after 
-^^ having . confecrated. three altars on the river 
Pinarius, the firft to Jupiter, the fecond to Hercules, 
and the third to Minerva, as fa many monuments of his. 
viftory. He had fent Parmenio to Damafcus, in which 
Darius's treafure was depofited. The governor of the 
city, betraying his fovereign from whom "he had now.no 
f urthet expe£&tioas, wroteta Alexander to acquaint him , t 
that he^was r<;ady ta deliver iip into his. hands' all the' 
trieafure,and»otli^rrich. fi.oJ-.es ofiDarius. But .being de- 
firous o£ covering bis treafon with a fpecious.pr^xt, he 
pretended that he 'wjas not fecure in the city, fo-caufed^ 
by day-break, all the money and the richeu things in it . 
to'W pat on men's backs, and .fled away \>cithtbe whole, 
feemingly with intention to fecure^them, butin reality t j 
deliver them up to the enemy ^ as he had-agr^ed.witli Par- 
menio, who had opened the letter addre fifed to the fcing; 
At tl*e ftrft fight of the forces which this general headed, . 
thofe who carried the burthens being* frighted, threw; 
them down, and fled away, asd^dthe foldiets who con- 
voyed- them, and the governor himfelf, who was moft 
terrified. On this oj;;cafian immexife. riches \vjere feen 
fcattered up and down the fields ; all the gold and filver 
defigned to pay fo great an army ; the fplendid equipages 
of fo many great lords and ladies; the golden vafes and 
bridles, magniiiceat tents, and carriages abandoned by 

their 

5 A. M. 367*. Ant. J. C: 332, Diod. 1. xrii. p, yi7, ^x8. Arrian. 
1. ii. p. 83—86. Plut. in Atex. p. §78. Q^int. Curt. 1. iy. c. u 
Juitln. 1. xi. c. 10. 



their drivers; in a. word, whatever the long^profpcrity 
and frugality o£ fo many kings had ajnafied during many 
ages, was. abandoned to the conqueror. 

But the moft.moving part of this fad fcene was to fee 
the wives of the fatraps and grandees of Perfja* moilofo 
whom dragged their little children. after them; fo much 
the greater objeftsof compailion, as they were lefs feji- 
fiWe of their misfortune. Among th^fe were three ; 
young princeffes, daughters of. Ochus, who had reigned 
before Darius; the widow of this Ochus; the daughter, 
of Oxathres, brother to Darius; the wife,of Artabazus^ 
the greateft lord of the court* and his fon llioneus.' 
There alfo were taken- prifoners the wife and fon of ^ 
Pharsabazus, whom, the king had appointed admiral of. 
allthecoaftfii three daughters of Manior ; the. wife and. 
fon of Memnon, that illuftrious general; infomuchthat; 
fcacc&.one noble family in all Reifia but fharedin this 
cakuntiy» 

Timj&alfd was^foupd iaDamafcujt. the. an^bafTador^t^ 
oli the> Gxeciai^ cities, panucularly tho£e.of. Laced;a> 
moiua<a)od\Athens« whom Daxiu^ thought he had lodgfsd : 
ip; a faf^ aTylum^ whea he pMt> tk^m uhd^n the /protec* . 
UonK of. that traitos. / 

fielide&raoney.and plat«,w]uck was afterwards poicedw i 
aBdia«i€y>»»tedito isomenfe fvuiu{^ thirty thoufand meo»* 
and., feven thouland beaAs ladea with bag^ge, we;ce' 
taken. ^ We find, by Parmenio's letter to Alexandicr, • 
that he found an Damafcus thr.ee hundred and twenty- * 
nine, of ]^ajrtus!s concubines* all admirably well j(kiUed' 
;q nu2fik:k ; and^alfo a multitude of offijcers, whofe bufi- ' 
nefs wasto regulate and prepare every thing relating to 
entertainments; fuck as to make wxeaths, to prepare' 
perfumes, and. eflences, to drefs viands, to make pies*' 
and ail things in the paftry way, to.prefide over the wine * 
cellars, togiveout the wine, andiuch like. There were' 
four hundred and ninety-two of thefe ollicers; a train 
worthy a prince who runs to his deftruftion! 

Darius» 

fc Athen. 1* xiii. p. 607. 
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Darius, who a few hours before was at tlic head of 
fo mighty and fplendid an army, and who came into the 
field mounted on a chariot, with the pride of a conqueror^ 
rather than with the equipage of a warrior, was flying 
over plains, wliich, from being before covered with the 
infinite multitude of his forces, now appeared like ade-- 
fert or vaft folitude. This ill-fated prince rode fwiftly 
the whole night, accompanied by a very few attendant^ ;■ 
for all had not taken the fame road, and raoft of thofe 
who accompanied him could aot keep up with him, as^^ 
he often changed his horfes. At laft he arrived at *^ 
Sochus, where he affembled the remains of his army, 
which amounted only to four thoufand men, including 
Perfians as well as foreigners; and from hence he made 
M pofTible hafte to Thapfacus, in order to have the 
^Euphrates between him and Alexander. ' 

In the mean time, Parmenio having carried all the 
booty into Damafcus, the king commanded hira to take- 
care of it, and Hkewife of the captives. Moft of the 
cities of Syria furrendered at the fir ft approaches of the 
conqueror. Being arrived at Maratlies, he received a 
letter from Darius, in which he ftiled himfelf king,, 
without beftowing that title on Alexander. He com-^. 
xoanded, rather than intreated him, •* to-afk any fumof 
**. money he (hould think proper, by way of ranfom for his- 
" mother, his wife, and children. That with regard tO« 
•*. their difpute for empire, he might, if he thought pro- 
sper, decide it in one general battle, to which botb 
*' {>arties fhould bring an equal number of troops: But 
•* that in cafe he were ftill capable of good counfel, he. 
•* would advifc him to reft contented with the kingdon> 
** of his anceftors, and not invade that of another : that 
*• they (hould henceforward live as. good friends and 
" faithful allies; that he himfelf was ready to fwearto 
*' the obfervance of thefe articles, and to receive 
•' Alexander's oath/* 

Thir 



♦ This city was two Of ihree days* journey from the place whcro the 
battle was fought. 
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This letter, which breathed fo unreafonaht^ a pride 
and haughtiiiefs, exceedingly ofTended Alexander. He 
therefore wrote the following anfwer: " Alexander the 
** king to Darius. The ancient Darius, whofe name 
** you aifume^ in former times entirely ruined the 
** Greeks who inhabit the coafts of the Hellefpont, and 
** the lonians, our anci);nt colonies. He next crofled 
the fea at the head of a powerful army, and carried the 
war into the very heart of Macedonia and Greece. 
*^ After him, Xerxes made another defcent with a dread- 
** ful number of barbarians, in order to fight us; and 
«* having been overcome in a naval engagement, he left, 
.•* at his retiring, Mardonius in Greece, who plundered 
«« our cities, and laid wafle our plains. But who 4las 
** not heard that Philip, my father, was aflafTinated by 
** wretches fuborned thereto by your partizans, in hopes " 
••of a great reward? For it is cuitomary with the 
** Perfians to undertake impious wars, and, when armed 
^» in the field, to fet a price upon the heads, of their 
*« enemies. And even you yourfelf, though at the head 
*' of a vaft army, however promifed a thoufand talents 
«« to any perfon who Ihould kiJI me. I therefore only 
♦* defend myfelf, and confequcntly am not the aggreilbr. 
-<' And indeed the gods, who always declare for the juft 
** caufe, have favoured my arms ; and, aided by their 
** prote3ion, I have fubje&ed a great part of Afia, and 
^* defeated you, Darius, in a pitched battle. However, 
«* though I ought not to grant any requeft you make, 
*• fince vou have not a£led fairly in this war; never- 
** thelefs, in cafe you will appear before me in a fup- 
** plicating pofture, I give you my word, that I will 
** reftore to you, without any ranibm, your mother, 
** vour wife, and children. I will let you fee, thsiC I 
•« know how to conquer, and to oblige the conquered.* 
^* Ifyotx are afraid of furrendering yourfelf to me, I now 
•* aflure you, upon my honour, that you may do it 
'* without the lead danger. But remember, when you 

•• next 
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'* next Vrite to me, that you tvrtte not only to a king, 
'* but to your king/* Thcrfippus was ordered to carry 
this letter. 

Alexander, n)archtng from thence into Phcenicia, the 
citizens of Byblos opened- their gates to him. Every 
: -one fubmitted as, he advanced ; but no people did* this 
. with greater pteafivre<han the Sidonians. Wc have feen 
t in Vrhat manner Ochus had deftroyed their city eighteen 
. years before^ and put all the inhabitants of it to the fword* 
- After he was returned into Perfia, fuch of the citizens, 
>w.ho, upon account of their traffic, or for fome other 
caufe, had been abfent, and by that means had efcaped 
the maffacre, returned thither, and rebuilt their city, 
•ut they had retained fo violent a hatred of the Pcrfians, 
that they were overjoyed at this opportunity to throw \>lf 
'- their yoke; and indeed they were the firft in that country 
who fubmitted to the king by their deputies, in oppofi- 
' tion to Strato their king, who had declared in favour of 
Darius. Alexander dethroned him, and permitted He- 
phasftion to eleft in his ftead whom foe ver of the Sido- 
nians he fhould< judge worthy of fo exalted a flation. 

This favouHte.was quartered at the houfeof two bro- 
thers, who were young, and of the moft confiderable 
family in the city; to thefe he. offered the crown : But 
they refufed it, telling him, that according to the Iziws 
• of their country, no perfon could afcend the throne, un- 
. lefs he were of^the blood royal, ■ Hephaeftion admiring 
. this greatnefs of foul, which could contemn what others 
ftrive to obtain by fire and fword; '* Continue (fays he 
"to them) in this way of thinking; you, who before 
; f'Vere fenfible' that it is much* more glorious to tefnfe 
. *♦. a <diadem, than to accept it. However, name me 
fome perfon of the royal. family, who may remember, 
when he is king, that it was you fet the crown on 
his head." The brothers, . obferving that feveral 
through exceffivcf ambition- afpired to this high flation, 
Land to obtain it paid a &rvile court to Alexander's fa* 
.^voufhes, declared that they did not know any perfon more 
worthy of the diadem than one Abdolonymus, dcfcended, 

though 
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though at a* great diftance, from the royalline; Wit 
who, at Hit fame tirhe/was fo poor; that he was oWiged 
to get his bread by day-labbur in a garden without the 
city. His honefty and integrity had reduced him, as 

'^wcH as many more, to fo extreme poverty. Solely in- 
tent uponhis labour, he did not hear the clalhingof the 
arms which had fhaken all Afia. 

Immediately the two brothers went in fearch of Ab- 
dolonymus with the royal garments, and found him 
weeding his garden. They then faluted him king, and 

• one of them addreflfed him thus : " You muft now 
•' change your tatters for the drefs I have brought you. 
•' Put off the mean and contemptible habit in which you 
•* have grbwnold; * afTume the fentiments of a prince; 
•• but when you are feated on the throne, continue to 
** preferve the virtue which made you worthy of it. 
*• And when you (hall have afcended it, and By that 
•' ineans become the fupreme difp6nfer of Hfeand death 
** over all ^your citizens, be fure never to forget the 
*' condition in which, or rather for which, you was 
" elefted." 'Abdolonymus looked upon' the' whole as a 
dream, and, unable to gaefs the meaning of it, afked if 
they were not afhamed to ridicule him in that tnanner. 
But, as he made a greater refillance than fuited their in- 
clinations, they themfelves wafhed him, and threw over 
his (houlders a purple robe, richly embroidered with 
gold ; then after repeated oaths of their being in earneft, 
they conducted him to the palace. 

The news of this was immediately fpread over the 
whole city. Moft of the inhabitants were overjoyed at 

' it, but fome murmured, efpecially the rich, who, defpi- 
fing Abdolonymus 's former abje6l (late, could not forbear 
(hewing their refentments upon that account in the king's 
court. Alexander commanded the new elefted prince to 

^ befent for; an^ after furveying him attentively a long 

time» 

^ , , * Cape Rfgh fiftimuMy & in eamfortunam^ qua dlgnui ety. iftam contU 
neniiam proftr. Ety cum in r'egali fdlo'rejidebisy 'vitae necifque omnium 
ctviuht aoftliHus^ cave obli'vifcaris Bitjus JIatici ifi quo accipfi fegnkm^ ^Ihti 

■ bercultf propter juem. Quint. Cujit. 
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dme, fpoke thus: " Thy * air and mien do not contm^ 
*' diEt what is related of thy extra£tion ; but I ihould be 
*' glad to know with what frame of mind thou didft bear 
" thy poverty." — *• Would to the gods (replied he) that 

I may bear this crown with equal patience, Thefe 

hands have procured me all I defu'ed; and whilft I 
" poflefled nothing, I wanted nothing." This anfwer 
gave Alexander an high idea of AbdoTonymus's virtue ; 
fo that he prefented him not only with all the rich fur* 
niture which had belonged to otrato, and part of tha 
Perfian plunder, but likewife annexed one otthe neigh* 
bouring provinces to his dominions. 

' Syria and Phoenicia were already fubdued by tho 
* Macedonians, the city of Tyre excepted. This city was 
juftly entitled the queen of the fea, that element bring-, 
ing to it the tribute of all nations. She boafted her 
■having firft invented navigation, and taught mankind the 
art of braving the wind and waves by theaffillancc of a 
frail bark. The happy fituation of Tyre, the conveni- 
ency and extent of its ports, the chara6ler of its inlia- 
bitants, who were indullrious, laborious, patient, and 
extremely courteous to ftrangers, invited thither mer- 
chants from all parts of the globe; fo that it might be 
confidered, not fo much as a city belonging to any par- 
ticular nation, as the common city of all nations, and 
the centre of their commerce. 

Upon Alexander's advancing towards it, the Tyrians 
fent him an embafly with prefents lor himfelf, and re- 
frefhments for his army. They were willing to have 
him for their friend, but not for their matter; fo that 

when 

1 Diod. 1. xvii. p. 518—515. Arrian. 1. ii. p. 87—100. Plut. in 
Alex. p. 678. *697. Q. Curt. iv. c. a, 3, 4. Jullin. 1. x'l. c. 10. 

• Corporis^ inquit, babUus^amagenerUnonrfpugrrat. ^td Ubttjcircy 
inofiamauafatientiatuUris, Turn iUC: utifiam, inquit, eoJrm arfm§ 
regnum T patl fojfttn ! Ha manus fuffccete drjiderio me9. Nihil bahenti^ 
nihil def kit, ^. Curt. 

•f The thought is beautiful and juft. Me confiders the regrf power 
U a burthen* more difficult to be borne than poverty : ^^gnum putu 
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whqn he difcovercd a defire of CMtering jtheir city, in 
orttertoo&rafacrificetpH^i^cules, its lutelar god, they 
refufed him admifTion. But this conqueror, alter galn^ 
ing fomany vi£lories, had too high an heart to put up 
fuchanaiFront,and thereupon was refolved to force them 
to it by a fieg^, which they, on the other fide, were de- 
terHuned to luilain with the utmoft vigour. The fpring 
was now cpnuing on. Tyre was at that time feated in an 
ifland of the fea, about a quarter of a* league from the 
continent. It was furrounded with a ftrong wall an hn n- 
dred and fifty feet high, which the waves of the fea 
wafted; aijd the Carthaginians (a colony from Tyre) a 
mighty people^ and fovereigns of the ocean, whofe am. 
balTa^a were at that time in the city offering to Her* 
cules, according to ancient cuilotn, an annual facrifice^ 
had ejpgaged themfelves to fuccour the Tyrians. It was 
this made thej» fo haughty. Firmly determined not to 
furrender, they fix machines on the ramparts, and on 
the towers, arm their young men« 3ad build work-houfes 
for ihs <Mrtificers, of whom there were great numbers in 
the city; fo that every part refounded with the noife of 
warlike preparations. Tl>ey lifcewife caft iron grapples, 
to throw on the enemy's works, ajxd tear them away; 
as alfo cramp-irons, and fuch like inAruments invented 
for the defence of cities* 

Alexander imagined that there were effential reafons 
why he ihould poflefs himfelf of Tyre. He was fenfible 
that he could not invadeEgypt eafily, ib long as tlie Per- 
Cans fboijkl be mafters of the le»; nor purfua Darius 
with frfetyj. in cafe he fbould leave behind hiin fa large 
ao ejjtentof country, the inliabitabts of which wereeither 
caemie3», or fufpefted to be fo. - Helikewife was afraid, 

left forpe i^furrefiion ftwuld break out in Greece; and 
that his enemies, after haying retaken in his abfence the 
na^iiitime citie$ of Afia Minor, and incre^ed their flee^, 

woiddmake his country the &atof w^r during hia being 
f niptoyed in pur Cuing Darius in the pWtas df Babylon. 

f h^e. ipprehfinfuwis were the more iufily ffroimded, as 
V0I.VL E ^ '^ the 



74 THE HISTORY ^ 

the Lacedaemonians had declared openly againft him; 
and the Athenians fidcd with him more out of fear than 
affefction. But, tliat in cafe he fhould conquer Tyre, 
all Phoenicia being then fubjeft to him, he wottld be 
able to difpofTefs the Perfians of half their naval army, 
which confifted of the fleet of that province; and 
would foon make himfelf matter of the ifland of Cyprus 
and of Egypt, which could not refill him the inlbmt he 
was become matter at fea. 

On the other fide, one would have imagined that, ac- 
cording to all the rules of war, Alexander, after the battle 
of Iflus, ought to have purfued Darius vigoroufly, and 
neither given him an opportunity of recovering from 
the fright into which his defeat had thrown him, nor 
allowed him time to raife a new army; the fuccefs of 
the enterprife, which appeared infallible, being the only 
thing that could make him formidable and fuperior to 
all his enemies. Add to this, that in cafe Alexander 
fhould not be able to take this city (which was not very 
unlikely) he would defcredit his own arms, would lole 
the fruit of his viftories, and prove to the eneihy that he 
was not invincible. But God, who had appointed this 
monarch to chaftife the pride of Tyre, as will be feen 
hereafter, did not once permit thofe thoughts to enter his 
mind ; but determined him to lay fiege to the place, in 
jjpite of all the difficulties which oppofed fo hazardous a 
defign, and the many reafons which ihould hav6 
prompted him to purfue qui^e different meafures. 

. It was impofBble to come near this city in order to 
florm it, without making a bank which would reach 
from the continent to the ifland ; and an attempt of this 
kind would be attended with difficulties that were feem« 
ingly infurmoqntable. The \iule arm of the fea, which 
feparated the ifland from the continent, was expofed to 
the wefl wind, which often raifed fuch dreadful ftorms 
there, that the waves would in an inftant fweep away all 
works. Befides, as the city was furrounded on all fides 
by the fea, there was no fixing fcaling-ladders, nor throw- 
ing up batteries, but at a diftance in the fhips; and the 
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wall, which projefted into the fea towards the lower 
part, prevented people from landing; not to mention 
that the military engines, which might have been put 
on board the gallios, could not do much execution, the 
waves were fo very tumultuous. 

But nothing was capable of checking or vanquiihing 
the refolution of Alexander, who was determined to 
carry the city at any rate. However, as the few veflels 
he poiTeded lay at a great diftancc from him, and the 
(lege of fo ftrong a place might pofSbly laft a long time« 
and fo retard his pther ^nterprifps, he thought proper to 
-endeavour an accommodation. Accordingly, he fent 
heralds, who propofed a peace between Alexander and 
their city ; but thefe the Tyrians killed^ contrary to thd 
law of nations, and threw them from the top of the 
walls into the fea. Alexander, exafperated at fo cruel 
an outrage, formed a refolution at once, and employed 
his whole attention in raifing a dike. He found in the 
ruins of old Tyre, which flood on the continent, and 
was called Palae-Tvros, materials to make piers, taking 
all the flones ana rubbifli from it. Mount Libanus. 
which was not far diftant from it, fo famous in fcripture 
for its cedars, furniflied him with wood for piles, and 
other timber- work. 

The foldiers began the pier with great alacrity, being , 
animated by the prefence of their fovercign, who him- 
felf gave.out all the orders; and who, * knowing per- 
feftly how to infinuate himfelf into, and gain the affec- 
tions of his troops, excited fome by praifes, and others 
by flight reprimands, intermixed with kind expreffions, 
and foftened by promifes. At firft they advanced with 
pretty great fpeed, the piles being eafily drove into the 
flime, which ferved as mortar for the ftones; and as 
the place where thefe works were carrying on, was at 
fome diftance from the city, they went on without in-^ 
terruption. But the farther they went from the fhore, 
the greater difficulties they met withi becaufe the fea 
was deeper, and the workmen were very much annoyed 

E2 by 
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by the darts dlfcharged from the top of the walls. The 
enemy, who were mafters of the tea, coming forward 
in great boats^ and razing every part of the dike, pre- 
vented the Macedonians from carrying it on with vigour. 
Then adding infults to their attacks, they cried aloud to 
Alexander*^ foidiers, " That it wa« a noble fight to fee 
** th^fe <:onquerors, whofe names w^re fo renowned all 
" the world over, Carryinff burthens on their bftcks like 
•' fo many beafis.- ' And they would afterwards a(k 
thcMi in a contemptuous tone of voice, ** whether Alex- 
" ander were greater than Neptune; and if they pre- 
•* tended to prevail over that god?'* 

But thefe taunts did but inflame the courage of the 
fddiers. At kft the bank appeared above water, began 
to thovi a level of a confiderabte breadth, and to approach 
vhe city. Then the befie^ed perceiving with terror the 
vaftnefs of the work, which the fea had till then kept 
from their fight, caa>e in their (hip-boats in order to 
'View the bank, which was not yet very firm. Thefe 
boats were full oi (lingers, bowmen, and others who 
burled javelins, and even fire; and being fpread to the 
fight and left about the bank, they fliot on all fides upon 
the w6rknien, feverat of whom were wounded; it not 
being poflible for them to ward off the blows, bccaufe 
of the great eafe and fwiftnefs with which the boats 
moved backwards and forwards; fo that they were 
obliged to leave the work to defend themfelves. It was 
therefore refolved, that fkins and foils fliould be fpread 
to cover the workmen ; ind that two wooden towers 
ihouid be raifed at the head of the bank, to prevent the 
approaches of the enemy. 

On tht other fide, the Tyrians made a defcent on the 
fltore, out of the view of (the camp, where they landed 
fome foldicrs, who cut to pieces thofe that carried the 
ftones; and on motmt Libanus there alfo were fome 
Arabian peaftots, who, meeting the Macedonians ftrag- 
gHng up and down, killed near thirty of them, and 
took very near the fame number. Thefe fmall loffes 

3 obliged 



M AJLEXANDCR. TJ 

^I^d Akxan<kr to feparat^ bis troo^» iuto ^ifier^nt 
bodies. 

Thebelicged, in tlie meantim^f employ cd'ev«ry in- 
vention, every flraUgem that could be fouod, to ruiii 
the enemy's works. Tliey took 3 trstnlpoit-veffel, and 
filling it with brulbes, and fuch like dry naaterials, made 
a large inclofure near the prow, wherein they threw all 
thefe things, with fuiphur and pitch, apd other com- 
buftibJe matters. In the middle of this inclofure they 
fct up two mafts, to each of which they fixed two -fail- 
yards, on which were hung kettles full of oil, and fuch 
like unftuous fubftances. They afterwards loaded thjs 
hinder part of the veffel with ftones and fand, in order to 
raife the prow; and taking advantage of a favourable 
wind, they towed it to fea by the afliftance of tlieir'gal- 
lies. As foon as they were come Tiear the towers, they 
fet fire to the veffel in queftion, and drew it towards th^ 
point or extremity of the bank. In the n^eao time the 
failors, who were in it, leaped into th^ fea and fwam 
away. Inimediately the fire catched, with great violence^ 
the towers, and the reft of the-work^ which were at .the 
head of the bank; and then the fail yards being drove 
i)^ckward$ and forwards, threw oil upon the fire, whiicli 
very much iucreafed the Same. But, to prevent the 
.Macedonians from extinguifeing it, the Tyrians, who 
•were in their giiliiefi, were perpetually hurhng at the 
towers fiery darts and burning torches, infomuch tbat 
ih^re was ao aj^pnoaohing^them- • Several Maoedonia«s 
loft their lives in a mife^rable manner on the bank; being 
either ftidt tibitough with arrows, or bufnt jso de«ith; 
whilft others, throwing down theitr arigiikS, kciped into 
jkhe fe^. But as they were fwimming aw^y, tlie Tyri- 
iins, daoofing to take them alive rather .tli^n kill th^m, 
tnaimed their hands with clubs «nd ftoae^; and after 
iliikbli^g them, carried them off. .At the fame timejthe 
t>e6egedi CQming out of the city in. little boats, te»t 
^own the edges of the bank, tore up its ftakes, and 
burnt the reft of the engines. . i 
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being accompdniecl by the ki ngs of Cyprus and Phoentcia ? 
Ihc left was commanded by Craterus. The Tyrians 
were at firft determined to give battle; but after they 
heard of the utiiting of thefe forces, and faw the antiy 
aih^ance, which made a great appearance (for Alexander 
had halted to wait the coming-tip of his left wing) they 
kept all their galHes in the harbours, to prevent thcenemy 
from entering them. When the king faw this, he ad- 
vanced nearer the city; and finding it would be impofli- 
ble for him to force the port which lay towards Sidon, 
becaufe of the great narrownefs of the entrance, and its 
being defended by a large number of gallies, all whofe 
prows were turned towards the main ocean, he only- 
funk three of them which lay without, and afterwards 
came to an anchor with his whole fleet, prettyMiear the 
bank, along the fhorc, where his fhips rode in fafcty. 

Whilft all thefe things were doing, the new bank was 
carried on with g^eat vigour. The workmen threw into 
tfce fea whole trees with all their branches on them ; 
and laid p^reat ftorres over thefe, on which they put otber 
trees, and the latter they covered with clay, which ferved 
inftead of mortar. Afterwards heaping more trees and 
ftones oil thefe, the whole thus joined together, formed 
<Mie entire body. This bank was made wider than the 
former ones, in order that the'towiers tbat were built in 
the middle might be out of the reach of fuch arrows af? 
fliouVd be (hot fromlhofe ihips which might attempt to 
break down the -edges of the bank. The befiegcd, on 
the other fide, exerted themfelves ^^ith extraordinary 
bravery, and did all that lay in their power to flop the 
progrefs of the work. But nothing was of fo much 
fcrvice to them as their divers, who fwimming under 
water, came unperceived quite up to the bank, and with 
hooks dr^w fuch branclies^fo them as projefted beyond 
the work; and pulling forward with great ftrength, 
forced away every thing that was over them. This was 
one rtmora to the carrying on of the work : however, 
after many delays, the patience of the workmen fur-- 
mounting every obftacle, it was at laft finifhed in its 
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titmoft perfeftion. The Macedonians placed military 
engines of all kinds on the bank, in ofder to fliake the 
walls with battering rams, and hurl on the befiegers 
arrows, ftones, and burning torches. 

At the fame time Alexander ordered the Cyprian fleet, 
commanded by Andromachus, to take its ftation before 
the harbour which lay towards Sidon; and that of Phoe- 
nicia before the harbour on the other fide of 'the bank 
facing Egypt; towards that part where his own tent was 
pitched ; and enabled himfclf to attack the city on every 
fide. The Tyrians, in their turn, prepared tora vigo- 
rous defence. On that fide w'hich lay towards th^ bank, 
they had erefied towers on the wall, which was of a 
prodigious height, and of a proportionable biieadth, the 
whole built with great ftones cemented together with 
mortar. Theaccefc to any other part was very near as dif- 
ficult, the enemy having fenced the foot of the wdll with 
great ftones, to keep the Greeks from approaching it. 
The bufmefs then was, firft to draw thefe away, which 
could not be done but with t^^fe utmoft difliculty, hecaufe, 
es the foldiers ftood in ftiips, they could not keep very 
firm on their legs. Befides, the Tyrians advanced with 
covered gallies, and cut the cabels which held the fliips 
at anchor ; fo that Alexander was obliged to cover, m 
like manner, feveral veffels of thirty rowers each, and to 
ftation thefe crofs-wife, to fecure the anchors from the 
attacks of the Tyrian gallies. But ft ill, divers came 
and cut them unperceived-, fS^ that they were at laft 
forced to fix them with iron chains. After this, they 
drewthefe ftones with cable-ropes, and carrying them 
off with engines, they were thrown to the bottoni of the 
"fea, where it was not poffible for them to do any further 
•xnifchief. The foot of the wall being thus cleared, the 
♦veflfels had very eafy accefs to it. In this manner the 
Tyrians were invefted oh all fides, and attacked at the 
•fame'tirrje both by Tea and hnd. 

The Macedbnmhs hatl joined (two and two) galliei, 

with *f our men chained to each oar, in fuch a nianner, 

'tiifit tjieprews were'&ftened, ^nd the ftems fo far drf- 
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tant one from the other, as was neceflary for tlie piece3 
of timber between them to be of a proper lengtli. After 
this they threw from one ftern to the other fail-yards, 
which were fattened together by planks laid crofs-wife» 
in order for the foldiers to ftand faft on the fpace. The 
gallies being thus equipped, they rowed towards the 
city, and (hot (under covert) againft thofe who defended 
the walls, the prows ferving them as fo many paraj)ets.- 
The king cauled them to advance about midnight, in 
order to furround the walls, and make a general afiault* 
The Tyrijjns now gave themfelves for loft, when on a 
fudden the fky was overfpread with fuch thick clouds, 
as quite took away the faint glimmerings of light which 
before darted through the gloom. The fea rifes by in- 
fenfible degrees; and the billows being fwelled by the 
fury of the winds, rife to a dreadful ftorm. The veflTels 
dafh one againft the other with fo much violence, that 
the cables, which before faftened them together, are 
either loofened, or break to pieces; the planks fpl it,, 
and, making a horrible crafh, carry off the ioldiers with 
them ; for the tempeft was fo furious, that it was not 
pofiible to manage or fteer gaUies thus faftened together. 
The foldier was a hindrance to the failor, and thefailor 
to the foldier ; and, as happens on fuch occafions, thofe 
obeyed whofe bufinefs it was to command; fear and 
anxiety throwing all things into confufion. But now 
the rowers exerted themfelves with fo much vigour, that 
they got the better of the fea, and feemed to tear their 
fhips out of the waves. At laft-they brought then» 
near the ftiore, but the greateft part in a fliattered con- 
dition. 

At the fame time there arrived at Tyre thirty ambalTa- 
dors from Carthage, who did not bring the leaft fuccours» 
though they had promifed fuch mighty things. Inftead 
of this, they only made excufes, declaring that it was 
with the greateft grief the Carthaginians found them- 
felves abfolutely unable to aflift theTyrians in any man- 
ner; for that they themfelves were engaged in a war, not 
as ^ before for empire, but to fave their country. And 

indeed 

* See Tol. 1. jA the hiftofy of Cartbaee. 



OF ALEXAbYDER. 83 

indeed the Syracufans were laying waftc all Africa at 
that time with a powerful army, and had pitched their 
camp not far from the walls 01 Carthage. TheTyrians, 
though fruftrated in this manner of the great hopes they 
had conceived, were no ways dejefied. They only took 
the wife precautions to fend moft of their women and 
children to Carthage, in order that they themfelves 
might be in a condition to defend themfelves to the laft 
extremity, and bear more courageoufly the greateft cala- 
mities which might befall them, when they had- once 
lodged, in a fecure afylum, what they moft valued in 
the world. 

There was in the city a brazen ftatute of Apollo, of 
an enormous fize. This ColofTus had formerly ftood 
in the city of Gela in Sicily. "" The Carthaginians, 
having taken it about the year 412 before Chrift, had 
given it by way of prefent, to the city of Tyre, which 
they always confidered as the mother of Carthage. The 
Tyrians had fet it up in their city, and worlhip was 
paid to. it. . During the fiege, on a dream which one of 
the citizens had, the Tyrians imagined^hat Apollo was 
determined to leave them, und go QVfX to Alexander* 
Iramediafely they fattened with a gold chain his fiatute to 
Hercules's altar, to prevent the deity in queftion from 
leaving them. For thefe people were filly enough to 
believe, that after his ftatue was thus fattened down, it 
would not be poflTible for him to makt his efcape; and 
that he would be prevented frpii) doing fo by HerculeSi 
the tutelar god oi the city. What a ftrange idea the 
heathens had of their divinities ! 

Some of the Tyrians propofed the reftoring of a facri* 
£ce which had been difcontinued for many ages; and 
this was^ to facrifice a child born of free parents to 
Saturn. The Carthaginians, who had borrowed this 
facrilegious cuttom from their founders^ preferved it 
till the iJettru3ion of their city; and had not the old 
men, who were invetted with the greateft authority in 
Tyre, oppofed this cruel ly-fuperftitious cuftom»acbiId 
would have been butchered on this occafion* 

The 
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The Tynans, finding their city expofed every mo- 
ment to be idktn by ftorm, refolved to fall upon tke 
Cyprian fleet, which lay at anchor off Sidon. They 
tC)ok the opportunity to do this at a time when the fea- 
inen of Alexander's fleet were difpcrfed up and A>wn ; 
and ttet hehimfelf was withdrawn to his tent, pitched on 
the fea-lhore. Accordingly, they came out, about noon, 
with thirteen gal lies, all manned with choice foldiers 
who were ufed to fea-'fights; and iwwing with all their 
itiight, came thundering on the enemy's vcffels. Part 
df them they fouiid empty, and the reft had been man* 
ned in great hafte. Some of thefe they funk, and di^ve 
feveral of them again ft thfelhor^s, where they dafhed to 
pieces. The lofs would have been ftill greater, had not 
Alexander, the inftant he heard of this fally, advanced 
^ the head of his whofe fleet with all imaginable difpatch 
sigainft the Tyrians. However, thefe did not wait 
^k* coming up, but withdrew into the h^rboiHr, after 
having alfo loft fomeof their fliips. 
* And now the engines playing, the city was warmly 
Ifttacked 6ft all fidett, and as vjgoroufly defended. The 
befieged, taught aftd animated by imminent danger, and 
the extreme neoeflTity to which they were reduced, in- 
trcnted daily new arts^to defend therafelves, and repulfe 
the enemy. They warded off all the darts difcbarged 
from the baliftas againft them by the afliflance of turn- 
ing wheels, which either broke them to pieces, or car- 
ried them another way. They deadened the violence of 
ihe ftones that were hurled at them, by fetting up a kind 
of fails and curtains made of a foft fubftance,^wh4ch 
eafily gave we^v. To annoy the fliips which advanced 
kgaihftthoir walHs, lAiey fixed grappling-irons andfcythes 
*o joifts or beamfe; then 'ftraifting their catapultas 
^an enormous kind of crofs-bows) they laiduhofe great 
pieces of ti'mber upon them inftead of arrows, and fliot 
them off oh a fudderi at the enemy. Thefe cruflied 
fome to pieces l>y their great weight ; and the hooks or 
'penfile -fcythes, with which they were armed, tore 
others to pieces, and did confideraWe damage to their 
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fhips. They alfo had brazen Ihields, which the)' drew 

ned-hot out of tbe*re^ and, fillingthefe with borning- 

fand, hurJed them in an inftant from the top of the wall 

upon the enemy. These was nothing the Macedonians 

fomuch dreaded asthislaft invention, for, the moment 

this burning fend got to the flelh, through the crevices 

in the armour, it pierced to the ^ery bone, and ftuck 

fo ck>fe, that thcBe was no pulHng it ofF; fo that the 

foldiers throwing down their arms, and tearing their 

ek>thes to pieces, were in this manner exposed, naked 

said defcntelefs, to ^the (hot of the enemy. 

It was then Alexander, difcouraj^ed at fo vigorous ^a 
defence, debated ferioufly, whether it would not be pro- 
per for him^o raife the fiege, and go for Egypt: for, 
sifter ha^'ing over-run Afia with prodigious rapidity, he 
found his progrefs unhappily retarded ; and loft, before 
a fingle city, the opportunity of executing a great many 
projefts of infinitely greater importance. On the other 
fide, he confidered tlwu: it would be a great blemifc to 
his reputation, which had done hiip greater ferv ice than 
his artas, ihould he leave Tyre behihd him, and thereby 
prove to the world, that be was not ^invincible. He 
therefore refolved to make a laft effort with a great 
number of (hips, which he manned with the flower jof 
his army. Accordingly, a fecond naval engagement 
was fmight, in which the Tyrians, after fighting with 
intrepidity, were obliged to draw off their whole fleet 
towards the city. The king purfued their rear very 
clofc, but was not able to enter the harbour, being re- 
pulfed by arrows fhot from the walls: however, he 
either took or funk, a great number of their fbips*. 
• Alexander, after letting his forces repofe thewafelves 
t-wo days, advanced his fleet and his engines, in orderto 
attempt a general affault. Both the attack arid 'defence 
were now niore vigorous than ever. The coutage of :the 
combatants increafed with the danger; and eich fide> 
animated by the moft powerful motives, fought like 
lions. Wherever the battering-rams had beat dowp any 
part of the wall, and the bridges were thrown out, in- 

ftantly 



96 THE HISTORY 

llantly the Argyrafpides mounted the breach with the 
utmoft valour, being headed by Admetus, one of the 
braveft officers in the army, who was killed by the thruft 
ot a * partifan, as he was encouraging his foldiers. The 
prefence of the king, and efpecially the example he fet, 
fired his troops with unufual bravery. He himfelf af- 
cended one of the towers, which was of a prodigious 
height, and there was expofed to the greateft danger his 
courage had ever made him hazard; for, being imme- 
diately known by his infignia and the richnels of his 
armour, he ferved as a mark for all the arrows of the 
enemy. On this occafion he performed wonders ; kill- 
ing, with javelins, feveral of thofe who defended. the 
wall; then advancing nearer to them, he forced fome 
with his fword, and others with his ihield, either into 
the city or the fea; the tower where he fought almofi: 
touching the wall. He foon went over it, by the afliil- 
ance of floating. bridges, and fo^owed by the nobility^ 
poflefled himfelf of two towers,' and the fpace between 
them. The battering-rams had already made feveral 
breaches; the fleet had forced into the harbour; and 
fome of the Macedonians had poifefled themfelves.of 
the towers which were abandoned. The Tyrians^ 
feeing the enemy matter of their rampart, retired 
towards- an open place, called Agenor, and there flood 
their ground; but Alexander marching up with liis re- 
giment of body-guards, killed part of them, and obliged 
the reft to fly. At the fame time. Tyre being taken on 
that fide which lay towards the harbour, the Macedo- 
nians ran up and down every part of the city, fparing no 
perfon who came in their way, being highly exafperated 
at the long refiftance of the befieged, and the barbarities 
they had exercifed towards fome of their comrades who 
had been taken in their return to Sidon, and thrown 
from the battlements, after their throats had been cut in 
the fight of the whole army. 

The Tyrians, feeing themfelves overpowered on all 
fidesy fome fly to the temples^ to implore the afiiftance of 
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the gods; others, fliutting themfelves in their houfes, 
efcape the fword of the conqueror, by a voluntary death ; 
in fine, others rufliupon the enemy, firmly refolved to 
fell their lives at the dearcft rate. Mod of the citizens 
were got on the houfe-tops, whence they threw flones, 
and whatever came firft to hand, upon fuch as advanced 
forward into the city. The king gave orders for killing 
all the inhabitants {thofe excepted who had ihehei ed 
themfelves in the temples) and to fet fire to every part of 
Tyre. Although this order was publiflied by found of 
trumpet, yet not one perfon who carried arms flew to 
the'afylums. The temples were filled with fuch old 
men and children only as had remained in the city. The 
old men waited at the doors of their houfes, in expefta- 
tion every inftant of being facrificed to the rage of the 
foldiers. It is true, indeed,that the Sidonian foldiers, 
who were in Alexander's camp,, faved great numbers of 
them. For, having entered the city itidifcriminately 
with the conquerors, and calling to mind their ancient 
affinity with the Tyrians (Agenor having founded both 
Tyre and Sidon) they, for that reafon, carried off greait 
numbers privately on board their (hips, and .conveyed 
them to Sidon. By this kind deceit fifteen thoufand 
were faved from the rage of the conqueror; ^nd we may 
judge of the greatnefs of the Daughter, from the#iumber 
of the foldiers who were cut to pieces on the ratiipart of 
the city only, who amounted to fix thoufand. How* 
ever, tne king's anger not being fully appeafed, he ex- 
hibited a fcene, which appeared dreadiul even to the 
conquerors; for two thoufand men remaining after the 
foldiers had been glutted with flaughter, Alexander 
caufed them to be fixed upon croiTes along the fea-fliore. 
He pardoned the ambaffadors of Carthage, who were 
come to their metropolis, to offer up a facrifice to Her* 
cules, according to annual cuftom. The number of 
prifoners, both foreigners and citizens, an^ounted to 
thirty thoufand, who were all fold. As for the Mace- 
dosiians, their lofs was very inconfiderable. 

Alexander 
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" Alexander himfelf facrificed to Hercules, and con- 
dufted the ceremony with ail his land-forces under arms, 
in concert with tjie fleet. He alfo folemnized gym- 
kiaftick exercifes in honour of the fame god, in the tem- 
ple dedicated to him. With regard to the ftatue of 
Apollo, above-mentioned, he took off the chains from 
it, reftored it to its foimer liberty, and commanded that 
this god fhould thenceforwards be furnamed •PhilaleX'^ 
cnder^ that is, the friend of Alexander. If we may- 
believe Timaeus, the Greeks began to pay -him this 
folemn worfhip, for having occafioned the taking of 
Tyre, which "happened th^ day and hour that the Car- 
thaginians had carried cJff this ftatue from Gela. The 
city of Tyre was taken about the end of September^ 
lifter having fuftained a feveh months' fiege. 

Thus were accompliflied the menaces which God had 
pronounced by the mouth of his prophets againft the city 
of Tyre. * Nabuchodonofor had begun to execute thole 
threats, by befieetng and taking it ; and they were com- 
pleted by the lad cataftrophe we have liere defcribed. 
As this double event forms one of the moft confiderable 
^ffages in hiftory, and that the fcriptureshave given uts 
feveral very remarkable circuniftances of it, I fhajl en- 
deavour to unite here, in one view, all that they relate 
conc^elr'ng the city of Tyre, its power, riches, haUghti- 
nefs, and irreligion ; the different puniftiments with 
-which God chaftifed its pride and other vices; in fine, 
•it« laft re-eft€tbli(hment, but in a manner entirely diffe- 
rent from that of others. Methinks I revive on a fudden, 
when, through the multitude of profane hiftories which 
heathen antiquity furnifhes, and in every part whereof 
•there reigns an entire oblivion, not to fay more, df the 
'Almighty, the facreH (criptures exhibit them felves, and 
-unfold to mef thfe fecret defigns of God over kingdoms 
and empire*; «nd teach me-what idea we are to form bf 
thofe things which appear the moft worthy of efteem, 
-tl>e mOft auguft in the eyes of men. 

• Bm 

n A. M. 367a. Ant. J. C. 332. 
« Or Nebuchadnezzar, as he is called in our verfion. 
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Bat before I relate the prophecies concerning Tyr-ey 
I ftiall here prefent the reader with a little eKtra6i of the 
hiftory ot* that famous city, "by which he wiil be thef 
better enabled to utiderftaffid the prophecies. 

• Tyre was built by the Sidonians, two hundred and 
forty years before the building of the tempJe of Jemfe- 
Inn : for this reafon it is called by Ifaiah, " llw daugh- 
ter of Sidon." It foan furpaffed its modier«city in ex- 
tent, yower and riches, / 

^ It was befieged by Salnianafar, and alone refilled 
the \inited fleets ©f the AfTyriarw *and Hioenicians; a 
circumflance which greatly heiglitened its pride. 

•* Nabuchodonofor laid fiege to Tyre, at the time 
tliat Ithfobalus was ki^g of that city; bat did not talcc it 
till thirteen years after. B lit before it was cotiqucred, 
tlie inhabitants had retired, with nioft of their eSeds, 
into a neighbouring ifland, where ttiey b«ik a new city. 
The old one was razed to the very foondations, and has 
fince been no more than a village, known by the iJiaiTue of 
*' PalfiB-Tynas," or Ancient Tyre: but the new o«e 
rofe to greater po^er than eter. 

It was in this gi«at and flouriOiing condition, whien 
AiexaRder befieged andjtook it. And here begins the* 
fevc9»ty years' ©mcurity and oWivion, in which it was to' 
lie^ Qcconding to Ifaizthh It was indeed foon rep€iired« 
becanafe the Siionaaivs, whoeWbcTed the city with Ate^- 
a«^'s iarmy, faved £fteeu thoufaftd of their citizens 
ffis "ws* before obferved) who, after Ili«ir 'return, applied 
thcmfelves to traffic, and repaired the ruins 'O^' their 
cxmrtxry with ificrcdibie application; beftdes which, the 
women and children, xvho had been fent to Carthage, 
asid lodged in a place of fafety, rettirned to it m the fame 
time. Bat Tyne was GO<nfined »o il^ ^wd in which it 
f)x9od . Its trade extended no farther than the neighbour- 
ing cities, and it had l<«>ft the empire of the fea. An4 
wdiai, eighteen years after, Antigonus hefieged it with' 

a ftronjg* 

• A. M. 2992. Ant. J. C, 17 12. Jofeph. AntKj. 1. viii. c. 3. 
9 A. M. 32B5. Ant. J. C. 71^. *bifl. \. ix. c. 14. 

% A. M, 343a. Am. J. C. 571. <fbid.i, X; c»^ii.' • ' * 1^ .^ - 
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a ftrong fleet, we do not find that the Tynans had any 
maritime forces to oppofc him. This fecond fiegCr 
which reduced it a fecond time to captivity, plunged it 
into the ftate of oblivion from which it endeavoured to 
extricate itfelf ; and this oblivion continued the exa£l 
time foretold by Ifaiah. 

. This term of years being expired. Tyre recovered its 
former credit; and, at the fame time, refumed its 
former vices; tillatlaft, convertedby the preaching of 
the gofpel, it became a holy and religious city. The 
facred writings acquaint us with part of thefe revolu- 
tions, and this is what we are now to fliow. 
: ' Tyre, before the captivity of the Jews in Babylon, 
was confidered as one of the moll ancient and flourilhinff- 
cities of the world. Its induftry and very advantage- 
ous fituation had raifed it to the fovereignty of the fea.s, 
»nd made it the centre of all the trade in the univerfe. 
From the extreme parts of Arabia, Perfia, and India, 
to the moil remote weftern coafls ; from Scythia, and the 
northern countries, to Egypt, Ethiopia, and the fouthern 
countries ; all nations contributed to the increafe of its 
riches, (plendour, and power. Not only the fcvcral 
things uleful and neceffary to fociety, which thofc vari- 
ous regions produced ; but whatever they had of a rare, 
curious, magnificent, or precious kind, and bed adapted 
to the fupport of luxury and pride ; all thefe, I fay, were 
brought to its markets. And Tyre, on the other fide, 
as from a common fource, difperfed this varied abun^ 
dance over all kingdoms, ana infe£led them with its 
corrupt manners, by infpiring mankind with a.love for 
eafe, vanity, luxury, and voluptuoufnefs. 

• A long, uninterrupted feries of profperities had 
fwelled the pride of Tyre. She delighted to confider 
herfelf as the queen of cities; a queen whofe head is 
adorned with a diadem; whofe correfpondents are illuf- 
trious princes; whofe rich traders difpute for fuperiority 
with kings : who fees eveiy maritime power, either as 

her 

t Ezek. xxvi. and Kxvii. thioughout. Ezelc. xxvUi. 4— ^S* 
* £«ek. xiivi. 17. xxvii. 3, 4, 2.^—3 s» 3i« 
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her allies or dependents; and who madeherfelf necef- 
fary or formidable to all nations. 

Tyre had now filled up the meafure of her iniquity, 
by her impiety againft God, and her barbarity exercifed 
againft his people. She had rejoiced over the ruins of 
Jerufalem, in the infulting wordfs following. ' " Behold 
then the gates of this fo populous city are broken down. 
Her inhabitants (hall come to me, and I will enrich my felf 
with her fpoils, now Ihe is laid wafte." "She was not 
fatisfied with having reduced the Jews to a {late of cap* 
tivfty, notwithftanding the alliance between them ; with 
felling them to the Gentiles, and delivering them up to 
their moll cruel enemies: * She likewife had feifed 
upon the inheritance of the Lord, and carried away from 
his temple the moll precious things, to enrich therewith 
the temples of her idols. 

^ This profanation and cruelty drew down the venge- 
ance of God upon Tvre. God is refolved to deftroy 
her, becaufe fhe relied fo much upon her own ftrength, 
Jier wifdom, her riches, and her alliances. He therefore 
brought againft her Nabuchodonofor, that king of kings; 
to overflow her with his mighty hofts, as with waters 
that overfpread their banks, in order to demolifh her 
ramparts, to ruin her proud palaces, to deliver up her 
merchandifes and treafures to the foldier, and to raze 
Tyre to the very foundations, after having fet fire to it, 
and. either extirpated or difperfed all its inhabitants. 

* By this fo unexpefled a fall, the Almighty will 
teach the aftonilhed nations, that he more evidently 
clifplays his providence by the moft incredible revolu- 
tions of Hates; and that his will only dire6ls the enter, 
prifes of men* and guides them as he pleafes, in order 
to humble the proud. 

But 1 yre, after (he had recovered her loffes, and re- 
paired her ruins, forgot her former ilate of humiliation, 

and 

t Ezek. xxvii. *. ■ JoqI in. « — 8, Amos i. 9, 10. xJodiiU 
». 4. 7. Amos i. 9, 10. y Jcrem. xlvii. 2. 6. Ezck. xxvi. 3 — ii^ 
and x^.xxv.i. zy. 34, « Ezck. xxvi. ijj. 18. find xxvii. 33. 36^ 
IHi. xxiii. S, 9. 
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and t&e guik which had reduced her to tt. * She ftiJT 
was puffed up with the glory of poffefliijg the empire of 
the (ea; of being the feat of univer-fal <:ommerce; of 
giving birth to- the tnoft faanoos colonies; of having 
within her walls merchants, whofc crodk, riches, and 
fplendoar, equalled them to the princes and great men of 
the earth; •* of being governed by a monarch, who 
might juftly be- entitled god of the fea; of tracing back 
her origin to the moft remote antiqoaity;^ of having ac- 
<quired, by a long feries of ages, a kind of eternity; and 
of having a right topromife herfelf anotlier foch eternity 
in times to come. 

^ But fince this city, corrupted by pride, by avarice 
and luxury, has not profited by the firftieffon which God 
had given her, in the perfon of the king of Babvion ; and 
that, after being oppreffed by all the forces ot the £aft^ 
(he ftill would not learn to confide any longer in the falfe 
and imaginary fupports of her own grcatnefs : ** God 
foretels her another chaftifement, which he will fend 
upon her from the Weft, near 400 years after tlie iirft^ 
• Her deftruftion will come from Chittinei, that is, Ma- 
cedonia ; from a kingdom fo weak and obfcure, that it 
bad been deipifedafewyeai-s before; a kingdom whence 
flie could never have expefted fucR a blow. ** Tyre, 
pofleffed with an opinion of her own wifdom, and proud 
cf her fleets^ of her immenfe riches, which fhe heaped 
up as rawe in the ftreets," and aVfo prote&ed by the 
whole power of t*he Peffiaft empire, does -not imagioethe 
has any thin»g to^fear from thofe -newenemies, who being 
fituated at a great di ftance from her, withouteither money, 
ftrength, or reputation ; having neither harbours nor 
ftips, and being quite unfkilled in navigation; cannot 
therefore, as fhe imagines, annoy her with their land 
forces, ^ Tyre looks upon herfelf as impregnable, 
becaufe (he is defended by lofty fortifications, andfur^ 
rounded on all fides^by the fea as with a moat and a 

• ■ girdle t 

• Ifa. xxrti. 3, 4. 7, 8. 12. k Ezck. XKviS. a. ^ Ifa. xxiii. 1%^ 
^ (bid. «x4h. ti, la, 13^ « I Maoctb.-lr i., ^f^* ^^* ^* l* 
r Ifa. xxiii. 10, xi. 13,. 
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girflle: nevertlielefe Alexander, by filling up the arm of 
ihe fea which feparates her from the continent, will 
force off her girdle, and demolifli thofe ramparts which 
ferved her as a fecond enclofare. 

Tyre, thus difpoffeffed of her dignity as queen and 
^s a free city, boafiing no more her diadem nor her 
girdle, \r'i\\ be reduced, during fevcnty years, to t\\e 
mean condition of a flave. ^ ** The Lord hath purpofed 
it, to fiain the pride of all glory, and to bring into con-* 
tempt ail the honourable ofc the earth." ^ Her fall will 
drag after it the ruin of trade in general, and ihe will 
pr4>ve to all cities a fubje6l of forrow and groans, by 
making them lofe the prefent means and the future 
hopes of enriching themfelves. 

* To prove, in a fenfible manner, to Tyre, that the 
prophecy concerning her ruin, is not incredible, and 
thstt all the flrength and wjfdom of man can rio ways 
ward off or fufpend the punifliment which God has 
prepared for the pride and the abufe of riches, Ifaiah fets 
before her the example of Babylon^ whofe deftruflion 
ought to have been an example to her. * This city, in 
which Nimrod laid the foundations of his empire, was 
the moft ancient, the moft populous, and embeilifhed with 
more edifices, both public and private, than any other 
city. She was the capital of the firft empire that ever 
exriled, and wa& founded, in order to commandover the 
whole earth) whicji feemed to be inhabited only by fa- 
milies, which flie had brought forth and fent out as fa 
many colonies, whofe common parent flie was. Never- 
thelcfs, fays:the.pcophet, (he is no more, neither Babylon 
nor her empire. The citizens^ of Babylon had multi- 
plied their ramparts and citadels, to render even the be- 
fieging it impraclicable. The inhabitants had raifed 

pompous 

. « I£a. xxiii. 9. ^ Ibid. ver. %. 11, 14. i Ibid. vet. 15, 14* 

^ Beheld the land of the Chaldeans; this people was not till the 
Affyrians founded it for them that dwell in the wildemcfs: They fet 
up the towjers thereof, Khey raifed up the. palaces^ thencof, and he 
brought it to rinn. Howl, ye (hips of Tarfluih : For yourltmigth is 
laid waftc, Ka. xxiii. i j, 14. 
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pompous palaces, to make their names immortal ; but 
all thefe fortifications were but as fo many dens, in the 
eyes of Providence, for wild beafts to dwell in; and 
thefe edifices were doomed to fall to duft,.or elfe to fink 
to humble cottages. 

After fo fignal an example, continues the prophet, 
(hall Tyre, which is fo much inferior to Babylon in many 
refpefts, dare to hope that the menaces pronounced by 
heaven againft her, mz, to deprive her ot the empire of 
the fea^ and deftroy her fleets, will not be fulfilled ? 

^ To make her the more ftrongly fenfible hovir much 
/he has abufed her profperity, God will reduce her to a 
flate of humiliation and oblivion during, three fcoreand 
ten years. * But after this feafon of obfcurity, fhe will 
again endeavour to appear with the air of an harlot, 
whofe (iharms and artifices ihe fhall affume; ftie will 
employ her utmoll: endeavours to corrupt youth, and 
footh their paOions. To promote her commerce, (he 
will ufe fraud, deceit, and the moft infidious arts. She 
will vifit every part of the world, to colleft the moft rare 
and moft delicious produ£ls of every country ; to in- 
fpire the various nations of the univerfe with a love and 
admiration for fuperfluities and fplendour, and fill them 
with an averfion for the fimplicity and frugality of their 
ancient manners. And flie will fet every engine at 
work, to renew her ancient treaties ; to recover the con- 
fidence of her former correfpondents ; and to compenfate, 
by a fpeedy abundance, the fterility of feventy years. 

" Thus, in proportion as the Almighty fhall give 
Tyre an opportunity of recovering her trade and credit, 
fhe fhall return to her former fharaeful traffic, which 
God had ruined, by ftripping her of the great pofFeffions 
fhe had applied to fuch pernicious ufes. 

" But at laft, Tyre, converted by the gofpel, fhall 

' no more be a fcandal andaflumbling-block to nations. 

Slie fhall no longer facrifice her labour to the idolatry of 

wealth, 

k I fa. xxtii. 15. ' Ibid, ver, 16. 

» Ifa. xxiii. x;. » Ibid. ver. if. 
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wealth, . but to the worfliip of the Lord, and the com- 
fort of thofe that fcrve him. She (ball no longer ren- 
der her riches barren and ufelefs by detaining them, 
but /hall fcatter them, like fruitful feed, from the hands 
of believers and minifters of the gofpel. 

One of God's defigns, in the prophecies juft now 
cited, is to give us a juft idea of a traffic, whofe only 
motive is avarice, and whofe fruits are pleafure, vanity, 
and immorality. Mankind look upon cities enriched 
with a commerce like that of Tyre (and it is the fame 
with private perfons) as tiappier than any other ; as 
worthy of envy, and as fit (from their induftry, labour, 
and the fuccefs of their applications ancJ.conduQ) to be 
propofed as patterns for the reft to copy after : But God, 
on die contrary, exhibits them to us under the ftiameful 
image of a woman loft to all fenfe of virtue; as a 
woman, whofe only view is t© feduce and corrupt 
youth; who only looths the paflions and flatters the 
fenfes; who abhors modefty and every fentiment of 
honour; and who, banifliing from her countenance 
every charafteriftic of chaftity, glories in ignominy. 
We are not to infer from hence, that traffic is finful in 
itfelf ; but we Ihould feparate from the eflentiat foun* 
dation of trade, which rs juft and lawful when rightly 
ufed, the paflions of men which intermix with, and by 
that means pervert the order and end of it. Tyre, con- 
verted to Chriftianity, teaches merchants in what man- 
ner they are to carry on their traffic, and the ufcs to 
which they ought to apply their profits. 
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Sect* VIL Darius writes a fecond Idler to Alexander. 
Journey of the latter to jcruJaUm. The hanour he 
pays to jaddus the kigh'prieJL Bfi is Jhewn tkofc 
prophecies of Daniel which relate to IwnjklJ. The king 
grants great privileges ta the Jews^ but rtjujes them to 
the Samaritans. He hejieges and takes Qazc^ enters 
Egyptt and Jubdues that country. He there lays the 
foundations of Alexandria^ then goes into Lybia^ where 
ke vifits the temple of Jupiter Ammon^^ andcau/es kim^ 
felf to be declared the f on of that god. His return into 
igypt. 

TJST'HILST •Alexander was carrying on the 
^ * fiege of Tyre, he had received a fecond letter 
Ijrom Darius, who at laft gave him the title of king. 
•* He offered him ten thoufand talents (thirty millions^ 
** as a ranibm for the captive prtnceifes, and msdavighter 
Statira in marriage, with all th6 countr)' he had con- 
quered as far as the Euphrates. Dariu?; hinted to him 
** the inconjQancy of fortune; and defcribed, in the moft 
pompous, terms, the numberlefs troops who were ftiH 
und^r his command. Could he (Alexander) think, 
that it was fo very eafy to crpfs the Euphrates, the 
*^ Tygris, the Araxes, and the Hydafpes, which were is 
" fo^ many bulArarks to the Perfian empirip ? That he 
*' fliould not be always Ihut up between rocks and pafTes : 
" That they ought both to appear in a plain, and that 
*• then Alexander would be afliamed to come before bun 
*' with only a handful of men.*' The king hereupon 
fummoned a council, in which Far menio wasof opinion, 
that he ought to accept of thofe offers, declaring he hiln- 
felf would agree to them, were he Alexander. ** And fo 
would I," replied Alexander, " were I Parmenio.'* He 
therefore returned the following anfwer : " That he did 
** not want the money Darius offered him: That it did 
** not become Darius to offer a thing he no longer po ffeffed, 

" or 

• Plut. in Alex. p. 68i. Quint. Curt, 1. iv. c. 5. Arrian. I. ii. 

p. lOl. 
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\* or to pretend to diflribute what he had entirely loft* 
p That in cafe he was the oniy perfon who did not knovr 
*^ which of them was fuperior, a battle would foon de- 
** termme it. That he fliould not think to intimidate 

with rivers, a .roan who had crofled fo many feas. 

That to whatfocver place he might find it proper to» 
'•' retire, Alexander would not fail to find him out.'* 
Darius, upon receiving this anfwer, loft all hopes of an 
accomfnodau;ion, and prepared again for war. 

p From Tyre Alexander marched to* J.erufaiem» 
firmly refolyed to ihow it no more favour than he bad 
done the former city; and for this reafon. The Tyri- 
ans were fo much employed in traffic, that they, quite 
]iegle6led hufbandry^ and brought moft of their com and 
ot&r provifions from the countries in their neighbour-^ 
hood. ^ Galilea, Samaria, and Judea furniQied them 
with the greateft quantities. At the fame timerthat Alex-* 
ander laid (iege to their city, he himlielf was obliged ta 
fend for provifions from thofe countries : 'He thereforfc 
fent commiftaries to fummon the inhabitants tofubmit, 
and fumifli his army with wliatever they might want. 
The Jews, however^ defired to beexcufed, alledgiogvthal 
they hadtakenanoathof fidelitytoDarius ; andpemfted 
in anfwering, that they would never acknofwledgejaiwy* 
other fovereign as long as he was liv?ing': a rzvt txam|rffi 
of fidelity, and worthyoftbeonlypeoplewhoin that age 
acknowledged the true God ! Tlie Samaritans:^ however, 
did not imitate them in this particular ; for theyfubmit- 
ted with chearfolnefs to Alexander, and even fent him 
eight thoufand men, to ferve at the ficge .of Tyrcandr^n 
omer places. For the better underftankiing: of What 
follows, it may be neceffary for us to pnefferit the rf^dflv 
in few words, with the ftate of the Samaritans at ^ thai 
time, and the caufe of the ftrong antipathy between 
them and the Jews. - 

Vol- VL F . i;obferved 

P Jofcph. Antiq. l. xi, c. 8. n, Adls xii. |0^ 
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lobferved * elfewhere, that the Samaritans did not 
defccnd from the Ifraelites,but werea<:olony of idolaters, 
taken from the countries on the other fide of the Euphra- 
tes, whom Afai addon, king of the Aflyrians, had fent to 
inhabit the cities of Samaria, after the ruin of the kingdom 
of the ten tribes. Thefc people, who were cdWtdCutA^ei^ 
blended the worfliip of the God of Ifrael with that of 
their idols ; and on all occafions difcovered an enmity to. 
the Jews. This hatred was much fironger after the jc- 
tinm of the Jews from the Babyl6nifh captivity, before 
and after the reftoration of the temple. 

Notwithftanding the reformation which the holy man 
Nehemiah had wrought in Jerufalem, with regard to the 
marrying of flrange or foreign women, the evil had 
(pread fo far, that the high-prieft*shoufe, which ought to 
Iwve been preferved more than any other from thefe 
criminal mixtures, was itfelf polluted with them. 
' One of the fons of Jehoida the high-prieft, whom 
Jofephus calls Manafles, had married the daughter of 
Sanaballat the Horonite; and many more had followed 
his example. But Nehemiah, zealous for the law of 
God which was fo {hamefully violated, commanded, 
without exception, all who had married flrange women, 
either to put them away immediately or depart the coun- 
try. * Manalfes chofe to go into banifhment rather 
than feparate hitnfelf from his wile, and accordingly 
withdrew to Samaria, whither he was followed by great 
numbers as rebellious as himfelf ; he there fettled them 
under the proteftion of Sanaballat, his father-in-law, 
who was governor of that country. 

The latter ofotained'of Darius Nothus (whom probably. 
the war which broke out between Egypt and Perfia had 
forced into Pliocnicia) leave to build on mount Garizim, 
near Samaria, a temple like that of Jerufalem, and to 
appoint Manafles, his fon-in-law, prieft thereof. From, 
that time, Samaria became the afylum of all the malcon- 
tents of Judea. And it was this raifed the hatred of the 

Jews 

» 1 Efd. XJii. »8. • Jofeph. Antiquit. 
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Jews againft the Samaritans to its greatcft height, when 
they faw that the latter, notwitliftanding the exprefs pro- 
hibition of the law, vvhicli fixed the folemn worfhip of 
the God of Ifiael in the city of Jenifalem^ had never- 
thelefs raifcd altar againft. altar, and temple againft tem-> 
pie, and refuged all who fled from Jerufalem, to fcreen 
themfelves from the puuifhraent which would have 
been infli£led on them for violating the law. 

Such was the ftate of Judea, when Alexander laid fiege 
to Tyre. The Samaritans, as we before obferved, had 
fent him a confiderable body of troops ; whereas the Jew* 
thought they could not fubmit to him, as long as DariUs^ 
to whom, they had taken an oath of allegiance, Qiould 
be alive. 

Alexander, being little ufed to fuch an anfwer, parti* 
cularly after he had obtained fo many viftories, and 
thinking that all things ought to bow before him, refolved 
the inftant he had conquered Tyre* to march againit the 
Jews, and punifh their difobedience as rigoroufly as he 
had done that of the Tyrians. 

In this imminent danger, Jaddus, the liigh-prieft, who 
governed under the Pcriiaps, feeing himfel f expofed with 
all the inhabitants, to the wrath of the conqueror, had 
recourfe to the proteftion of the Almighty, gave orders 
for the offering up public prayers to implore his affift* 
ance, and made facrifices. The night after, God ap- 
peared to him in a dream, and bid him, '* To caufe 
'* flowers to be fcattered up and down the city; to fet 
** open all the gates, and go, clothed in his pontifical 
** lobes, with all thepriefts drefled alfo in their veftments^ 

and all the reft clothed in white, to meet Alexander^ 

and not to fear any evil from that king, inafmuch as 
** he would protefl them." This command was punc- 
tually obeyed ; and accordingly this auguft proce/fion, 
the very day after, marched out of the city toan emi nence 
called *Saf/ha, whence there was a view of all the plain, 
as well as of the temple and city of Jerufalem. Jier* 
the whole proceffion waited the arival of Alexander. 

F fi Tlie 

• The Hebrew word Saf&a fignlfies to difcovct frowi far, as from a 
fowcr or cent ry- box. 
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Tlic Syriaftis and Phoenicians, who were in his army, 
.were penuaded tRat the wrath of this prince was fo great, 
that he would certainly puniOi the high-prieft after an 
ckcmplaiy manner, and deftroy that city in the fame 
manner as he had done Tyre; and flulhed with joy upon 
that account;they waited in expeftation of glutting their 
eyes with the calamities of a people to whom the)' bore 
a mortalhatred. As foon as the Jews heard of the king's 
approach, they fet out to meet him with all the pomp 
before defcribed, Alexander was ftruck at the fight of 
the high-prieft, in whofe mitre and forehead a golden 
plate w^s fixed, on which the name of God was written. 
The moment the king perceived the high-prieft, he ad- 
vanced toward him with an air of the mofi profotind 
fefpeft; bowed his bbdy, adored theauguft name upon 
his front, and faluted him who wore it with a religious 
Ireneration, Then the Jews furrounding Alexander, 
f aifed their voices to ^^^i(h him every kind of profperity. 
All the fpeSators were feifed with inexpreffible furprife ; 
they could fcarce believe their eyes ; and did not know 
how to account for a fight fo contrary to their expefiia- 
tion, and fo vaftly improbable. 

Parmenio, who could not yet recover from his alio- 
nlfhment, afked the king how it came to oafs that he, 
who was adored by every one, "adored the high-prieft of 
the Jews. " I do not (replied Alexander) adore the high- 
" prieft, but the God whofe minlfter he is; for whilft 
" I was at Dia in Macedonia (my mind wholly fiTced on 
" the great defign of the Perfian war) as I was revolv- 
•• ing the methods how to conquer Afia, this very man, 
*** dreflcd in the fame robes, appeared to me in a dream ; 
" exhorted me to banifli every fear, bid me crofs the 
*' Hellefpont boldly; and affured me that God would 
" mareh at the head of my army, and give me the viftory 
" over that of the Perfians ." Alexander added, that the 
inftant he faw this prieft, he knew him by his habit, his 
ftatufe, his hair, and his face, tobcthcfameperfonwhom 
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he had feen at Dia; that be was firrply perfuaded, it was 
by the command, and under the immediate, conduft o£ 
heaven, that he had undertaken thiy war ; that he was 
fure he (houhl overcome IXarius hereafter, and dcllro)? 
the empire of the Perfians; and that this was the reafoij 
why he. adored this God in the perfon of hi^ prieft. 
Alexander, aftier having thus anfwered Parmenio, em* 
braced the high-prieft, and all his brethren ; then walk- 
ing in the midll of them, he arrived at Jerufalem, wher<| 
he offered facrifices to.. God, in the temple, after thQ 
manner prefcribed. to. him by the high-prieft. 

The high-prieft, afterwards, fljewed hirathofe pafTagei 
in the prophecy of Daniel, which are fpoken of tl:^t 
mpAarcb. I {hall her^ give an extract of ib^m to (haw. 
Ibow con^icuoufly the moild^itant ev^nt^ are prefent to 
lb.e Creator. 

* God manifelU by the prophecy of DanicU thfi^ 
grandeur, empire, and glory, are hi^; tha^.hi^ befio>W3 
them. on whomfoever he pka{es,and withdraws tbem^ in 
likjs manner, to punifh tt;^e abuie oC tht^m; th^t faa^ 
ladfdom and power folely dsterminetbe couj^^feofeve^M 
in all ages; "^ that he changes, byi the mer^ efiefl of 
bis will, the whole face of human aifairs; that he. fets up 
new kingdoms, overthrows the ancienl, ones, and effacQC 
them, even to the Very foot-fteps of then?« with the fam^? 
cafe as the wind carries off the^ fmalJeft chaff from tb^ 
ihfefliing-floor. * , , 

* God's defign, in fubje3ing dates to fuch afionifb* 
ing revolutions, is to teach men, that they are in;hi^ 
prefence as nothing; that he alone is the mpff high^ tl)f 
eternal king, the fovereign arbiter ; who a£ts as he pleafe^ 
with Tupreme power, hoth in heaven and in eartU. 
y For the putting this defign in execution, the prophej^ 
fees an augui^ council, in which the angels being apy 
pointed as fpeflators arid overfeers of governmentis and 
kings, inquire into the life which thefe make of- thf 
authority that heaven entrufted them with, in quality of 

his 

« Qaa. ii. ao, ar, 37. n ibid. vcr. $$* * Ib»d. iv, 3«, 34, 
35* 36, y Ibid, ver. 14. 
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h'n xninifters; and when they abufe it, thefe * fpirits^ 
zealoiK for the glory of their lovereign, befeech God to 
punifh their injuftice ind ingratitude; and to humble 
their pride by calling them from the throne, and reduc- 
ing it to the moft abjeft among mankind. 

* God, to make thefe important truths ftill more 
fenfible, fiioMrs Daniel four dreadful beafi:$ who rife from 
a vaft fea, in which the four winds combat together with 
fury ; and under thefe fymbols, he reprefents to the pro- 
phet the origin, tlie charaSeriftics, and fall of the four 
great empires, which are to govern the whole world fuc- 
ceffively . A dreadful , but too real image ! For, empires 
rife out of noife and confufion: they fubflft in blood 
and Daughter ; they exercife their power with violence 
and cruelty ; they think it glorious to carry terror and 
defolation into alt places ; but yet, in fpite of their ut- 
moft efforts, they are fubjeft to continual viciflitudec, 
and unforefeen deftrudion. 

* The prophet then relates more particularly the 
charafter of each of thefe empires. After having rc- 
prefented the empire of the Babylonians under the image 
of a lionefs, and that of the Medes and Perfians under 
the form of a. bear greedy of prey, he draws the pifture 
of the Grecian monarchy, byprefenting us with fuchbf 
its chara£lerifltcs, as it is more immediately known by. 
Under the image of a fpotted leopard, with four heads 
and four wings, he fliadows Alexander, intermixed 
with good and bad qualities; taOi and impetuous 
in his refolutions, rajpid in his conquefts ; flying with 
the fwiftncfs of a bird of prey, ratlier than marchijig 
with the weight of an army, laden with the whole equi- 

Eage of war; fupported by the valour and capacity of 
is generals, four of whom, after having affifted him in 
conquering his empire, divide it among themfelves. 

* To this piSure the prophet adds elfewhere new 
touches. He enumerates the order of the fucceffion of 

the 

« Dan. ▼ii. i, t* ■ Il>id. ver. 4, 5, 6. * Xbid. xi. 1. 
, * It y^ts at the de^tejof thefe an^el&, that Nabuchodonoibr was 
driven from the fociety of men to herd with wild beails. 
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th* King of Perfia ; he declares, in precffe terms, that 
after the three firft kings, viz. Cyrus, Cambyfes, and 
Darius, a fourth monarch will arife, who is Xerxes^ 
and that he will exceed all his predecefFors in power and 
in riches ; that this prince^ puffed with the idea of his 
own gr^deur, which (hall have rofe to its highellpitchj 
will affenible all the people in his boundlefs dominions, 
and lead them to the conquefi of Greece. But as the 
prophet takes iiotice only of the march of this multitude, 
and does not tell us what fuccefs they met with^ he 
therebygivesuspretty clearly to underftand, that Xerxes, 
a foft, injudicious, and fearful prince, will not have the 
leaft fuccefs in any of his projedsb 

* On the contrary, from among the Greeks in 
queftion, attacked unfuccefsfully by the Perfians, there 
vrill arife a king of a eentus and tura of mind quite dif- 
ferent from that of Aerxes ; and this is Alexander the 
Great. He (hall be a bold, valiant monarch ; he fiiall 
fucceedinallhisenterprifes; he (hall extend his dominion 
far and wide, and fliall eftablifli an irrefiftible power on 
the ruins of the vanquiOied nations : But at a time when 
he fhall imagine himfelf to be moil firmly feated on the 
throne, he mall lofe his life, with the regal dignity, and 
not leave any pofterity to fucceed him in it. Xbis new 
monarchy, lofin^ on a fudden the fplendor and power 
for which it was fo renowned under Alexander, fliall di- 
vide itfelf towards the four winds of heaven. From its 
ruins there Ihall arife not only four great kingdoms, 
Egypt, Syria,. Afia Minor, and Macedon, but alfo fe- 
veral other foreigners, or Barbarians ihall ufurp its 
provinces, and form kingdoms out of thefe. 

** In fine, in the eighth chapter, the prophet com- 
pletes the defer iption in ftill ftronger colours, the cha- 
rafler, the battles, the feries of fucceffes, the rife and fall 
of thefe two rival empires. By the image he gives of a 
powerful ram, having two horns of an unequal length, 
Le declares tliat the firft of thefe empires {hall be com- 

pofed 

€ Dan. ver. 3, 4, <1 Ibid« viii« 
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pofedof Perfians and Medes ; that its ftVerigSi featl c»ii»- 
uft in the union of thefe two nations ; that the Perfians 
fhall- nevcrthelefs exceed the Medes in authority ; that 
they ihali have a feries of conqueils, without meeting 
with^awy oppolition ; that they fhall firft extend them to^ 
wards the wtflr, by fubduing the'Lydians, the proviiioes 
of Afia Minor, and Thrace; that they (hail afterwards 
tuin th^ir arms towards the north, in order tjo fubd«e 
pattof Scythia) andthenations bordering onthedafpian 
lea; in fine; that they ihall endeavoUr toienlargii their 
dominions towards the fouth, by fubje6^i]ig. Egypt< and 
Arabia; but that they fhall not invade the mti^d of 
the eafl^ 

The monarchy of the Greeks is afterward! Qj^Wted 
to Daniel, under the fymbol of a he-goat of prodigious 
Irze ; he perceives thatthe Macedonian awny will march 
froi» the weft, in order to invade the empire of rfiie 
Ferfiatis; that« it wili be tvsaded h^ a Warcior ffi»t«G^s 
for his pbwbr and glory; that* h^ wiR take immonje 
marches^ in <piuefi} of the enemy, even intoihey^f^ysjitiBlt 

.of' hi^ domkiions; thac it fhall advance towards thi^ 
ehemy witli feu:h rapSraiity, that it wiltfeemonly tofkiiri 
tbe giiouTid; tluit it wiUr gtvb this empire^ ils mortal 
wound J entirely fubvcrt it by repeated vi£k»fies, andhdff^ 
firoy)tfae d®*uibie power of the Per&ans atid Me6e»; du- 
Ting which not one monarch, whether its ally or aeij^- 
liiowr, fhall give it the lieafl fuccour. 

Btrt asi foon as this monarchy fhall h^?- rofe to its. 
graateft hfeight, Alexander, who formed its greateft 

cflrength, fhall be fnatched from it; and then there will 
arife, towards the four parts of the world, four Grecian 

-monarchies, which, thofugb. vaflly inferior to that of 
Alexander, will, however, be very confiderable. 

Can any thing be more wonderful, more divine, than 

.ai feries of prophefies^ all of them fo clear, fo exad:^ and 

.£> cifcumfiantial; prophecies^ Which gf>> fo far as to 
point out, that a pnnce fhall die without leaving a fingl« 

: fucceffor from among his own family, and that four of 
his generals will divide his empire between them ? But 

we 
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we muft perufe thefc prophefies in the fcriplures tbem- 
felves. The vulgate agrees, a few places exceptisd, 
pretty nearly with the Hebrew, which I (hall tranf- 
late * agreeable to the original text. 

« " In the third year of the reign of kirigBellhazz^r, 
a viiiQn appeared unto me, even unto me Daniel, attqr 
that which appeared unto me at the firft. And } faw in 
a vifion (and it came to pafs when I faw, that I w^s at 
Shufhah in the palace, which is in the province of Elani) 
and I faw in a vifion, and I was by the river of Ulai. 
Then I lifted up mine eyes, and faw, and behold there 
flood before the river a Ram, which had two horns, and 
the two horns were high : but one was higher than the 
other, and the higher came up laft. I faw the ram pufti- 
ing weft ward, and northward, and fouthward : So that 
no beafts might fiand before him, neither was there any 
that could deliver out of his hand, but he did according 
to his will, and became great. And as I was confideriitg, 
behold an he-goat came from the weft, on the face qi 
the whple earth, and touched not the ground; and tl^e 
goat had a notable horn between his eyes. And he qan^e 
to the ram that had two horns, which I had feen ftand- 
ing before the river, and ran unto him in the fury of l>is 
power. And I faw him come clofe unto. the ram, and 
he was moved with choler againft him, and fmoie 
tfa^ ram,, and brake his two horns, and there was no 
power in the ram to ftand before him; but he caft hi|ri 
clown to the ground, and fiamped upon him : and there 
was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand. 
Therefore, the he-goat waxed very great, and when he 
was ftrong, the great horn was broken ; «nd fron) it came 
out four notable ones towards the four winds of- heaven ." 

A great number of very important ref}e£liQp8. mi^t 
be made on the prophefies I have how repeated *• $Mt 
(befe I fhall leave to (he reader's underftandtng and re- 
ligion, and will make but one remark; oftvWhiph ho\f- 
ever I fiball not expatiate fd much as tile fubjo^ m ght 
defcrve. F5 ^, 

. The 

e Dan. yiii. i-^8. 
* We have not fo^owed Mr. RolHn's tranflatioifliere, belieying it 
1P»TC proper to isake ufe of our own verilon of the Bible. 
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The Almighty prefides in generalovet afl events 
which happen in the world : and rules, with abfolute 
fway, the fate of all men in particular, of all cities, 
and of all empires ; but then he conceals the operations of 
his wifdom, and the wonders of his providence, beneath 
the veil of natural caufes and ordinary events* AH that 
profane hiftory exhibits to us, whether fieges, or the con- 
quefts of cities ; battles won or loft, empires eftablifhed 
or overthrown ; inallthefe, I fay, there appears nothing 
but what is human and natural : God feems to have no 
concern in thefe things, and we ihbuid be tempted to be- 
lieve that he abandons men entirely to their views, their 
talents, and their paflions ; if we, perhaps, except the 
Jewi(h nation, whom he confidered as his own peculiar 
people- 
To prevent our falling into a temptation fo repugnant 
to religion and even reaibn itfelF, God breaks at every 
interval his filence, difperfesthc clouds which hide him, 
and condefcends to difcover to us the fecrct fprings of his 

5>rovidence, by caufing his prophets to foretel, a long 
erics of years before the event, the fate he has prepared 
for the different nations of the earth. He reveals to 
Daniel the order, the fucceffion, and the different tha- 
ra(leriftids of tlie four great empires, to which he is 
determined to fubjefl all the nations of the univerfe, t/iz, 
that of the Babylonians, of the Perfians and Medes, of 
the Greeks, and, laftiy, that of the Romans. 

It is in the lame view that he infifts, very ftrongly, on 
thetwomoftfafnous conquerors that ever exifted; I mean» 
Cyrus and Alexander, the one founder, the other de- 
ilroyer, of the powerful empire of Perfia. ' He caufes 
the former to he called by his name two hundred y^rs 
before his birth ; prophecies, by the mouth of Ifaiah^ his 
vidtvUk ; and relates the (everal eircumilances of the ta- 
king of Babylon, the like of which had never been feen 
before. On this occalion, he points out Alexander, by * 
the mouth of Daniel, and afcribes fuch qualities and 
chara6leriftics as can agree with none but him, and 
wkieh denote him as plainly as if he had been named. 
6 Thcfc 
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Thefe paflages of fcripture, in which God explains 
himfelf clearly, fhould becopfidered as very precious ; 
and ferve as fo many keys to open to us the path to the 
fecrei methods by which he governs the world. Thefe 
faint glimmerings of light fliould enable a rational and 
religious man to fee every thing elfe clearly ; and make 
him conclude, from what is faid of the four great em- 
pires of Cyrus and Alexander, of Babylon and Tyre, 
that we ought to acknowledge and admire, in the feveral 
events of profane hiftory, God's perpetual care and re* 
gard for all men and all flates^ whofe defliny depends en- 
tirely on his wifdom, his power, and his pleajure. 

We may eafvly figure to ourfel ves the great joy and ad- 
miration with which Alexander was filled, upon hearing 
fuch clear, fuch circumftantial, and advantageous pro- 
mifes* Before he left Jerufalem, he aflembled the Jews,. 
and bid them afk any favour whatfoever. They an- 
fwered, that their requeft was tobeallov\red to live accords 
ing to the laws which their an ceftors had left them, and 
to be exempt, the feventh year, from their ufual tribute j, 
and for this reafon, becaufe they were forbid,, by. their 
laws, to fow their fields, and confequently could have no 
harveft* Alexander granted their requelt, and* upon the 
high-prieft's befeeching him to fuEFer the Jews, who lived 
in Babylonia and Mcda, to live likewife agreeable to their 
own laws, he alfo indulged them in this particular with 
the utmoft humanity ; and faid. further, th^ in cafe any 
of them would be willing to ferve under his ftandards, 
he would give them leave to follow their own way of 
worihip, and to obferve their refpettive cuftoms; Upon 
which offer great numbers lifted themfelves. 

He was fcarce come from Jerufalem, but the Sama- 
ritans waited upon him with great pomp and ceremony, 
humbly entreating ^n'm to do them alio the honour to 
vifit their temple. As thefe hadfubmitted voluntarily to 
Alexander, and fent him fuccours, they imagined that 
tliey deferved his favour nauch more than the Jews ; and 
flattered themfelves that they fhould obtain the fame,, 
and even much greater indulgence. It was in this view 

they 
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they made the ptotiipOus p^oceffion above-mciltionecl, in 

order to invite Alexander to their city ; and the dighl 

thoufand men they had fent to ferve under him, joined in 

the redueft made by their countryiHen. Alexander 

thanked them courteoufly ; but faid^ that he was obliged 

fo march into Egypt, and therefore had no time to lole ; 

however* that he would vifit their city at his return, in 

cafe he had opportunity. They then befought him to ex- 

eiflpt them from paying a tribute every feventh year ; 

noon which Alexander aflced them, whether they were 

Jews? They made ah ambiguous anfwer, which the 

king not having time to examine, he alfo fufpended this 

thatter till his return, and immediately continued his 

itiarch towards Caza. 

' Upon his arrival before that city, he found it pro* 
vided with a ftrong garrifon, commanded by Betis, one 
of Darius*s eunuchs* This governor, who was a brave 
man^ and very faithful to his iovereign, defended it with 
great vigour againft Alexander. As this was the only inlet 
or pafs into Egypt* it Was abfolutely neceffary for him to 
conquer it> and therefore he was obliged to befiege it. 
But although every art of war was employed, notwith* 
ftanding his foldiers fought with the utmoft intrepidity, 
he was howeverforced to lie two months before it. Ex* 
afperated at its holding out fo long, and his receiving two 
wounds, he was refolved to treat the governor, the inha* 
bitants, and foldiers, with a barbarity abfolutely inex* 
cufable ; for he cut ten thoufand meri to pieces, and fold 
all the reft, with their wives and children, for Haves. 
When Betis, who had been taken prifoner in the laft 
aifauLt, was brought before him, Alexander, infteadof 
ufing him kindly > as his valour and fidelityjuftly merited, 
this young monarch, who otherwrfe ellteeftied bravery 
even in an enemy, fired oii that occafion wit^ an infolertt 
toy, fpoke thus to him : " Betis, thqn Qialf not die the 
aeath thou defi red-ft . Prepare therefore to fuflfer all thofe 
torments whichrevenge can invent." fietis, Ibokingupoh 

the 



i 



f Diod. I. xvii. p. 526. Arrlan. 1. ii. p. lOI-^loj. Quint. Curt. 
h W. c. 6. Plut. iA Alex. p. 679. 



Of AUXAKDER. IO9 

tke kk^wiiH not only a firm, but an haughty air, did 

isot make the leaft: reply to his menaces ; upon which the 

king, more enraged than beforeat his difdainful filcnce^-^ 

" Obfei^e/' faid he, •* I befeech you, that dumb arrow 

gance* Has he bended the knee ? Has he fpoke but even 

ia much as one fubmiflive word ? But I will conquer this 

obftinate (ilence, and will force groans from him, if 1 

can draw nothing elfe.*' At laft Alexander's: * anger 

rofe to fury ; his condu61: now beginning to change with 

his fortune: Upon which he ordered a hole to be matie 

through his heels, when a rope being put through them, 

and this being tied to a chariot, he ordered his foldiers to 

drag B'etis round the city till he died. He boafled his 

having imitated on this occafion, Achilles, from whom 

he wasdefcended; who, as Homer relates, caufed the 

dead body of Heftor to be dragged in the fame manner, 

round the walls of Troy; + as if a man ought ever to 

pride himfelf for having imitated fo ill an example. 

]Both were very barbarous, but Alexander was much 

more fo, in caufing Betis to be dragged alive; and for 

no other reafoh, but becaufe he had ferved hisfovereign 

with bravery arid fidelity, by defending a city with which 

he had entrufted him ; a fidelity, that ought to have been 

admired, and even rewarded, by an enemy, rather than 

puniOied in fo cruel a manner. • 

Be fent the greateft part of the plundar he found- in 
Craza to Olyrapias, to Cleopatra his fifter, and' to his 
friends. He alio prefented Lednidas, his preceptor, with 
five hundred quintals, (or an hundred weight) of franks 
in^nfe, and an hundred quintals* of myrrh; calling to 
mind a caution Leonidas . had given him when but a 
child, and which feemcd, even at that time, to prefage 
the conquefts this monarch had lately atchieved. For 
Ledttidas^, obferving Alexander take up whole handfuh 
of incenfe at a facrifice, and throw it into the fire, faid to 
him: *' Alexander, wken^you Ihall have conquered the 

country 

*" Irwn dffttdf vettifim raShtm, jMm tuf^psrtgrkt^s ritus tidd JhiiUftte' 
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country which produces thcfe fpices, you th^h may be as 

Erofufe of incenfe as you pleafe ; but, till that day comes,, 
e fparing of what you have/' The monarch therefore 
writ to Leonidas as iollows: *' I fend you a large quantity 
of incenfe and^nyrrh, in order that you may no longer 
be fu referved and fparing in your facrifices to the gods." 

• As foon as Alexander had ended the fiege of Gaza, 
he left a garrifon there, and turned the whole power of 
his arms towards Egypt. In feven days* march he ar. 
rived before, Pehifium, whither a great number of 
£g)'ptians had affembled with all imaginable diligence 
to recognife him for their fovereign. 

The hatred thefe people bore to the Perfians was fo 
great, that they valued very little who (hould be their 
king, provided they could but meet with a hero to refcuc 
them from the infolence and indignity with which 
tliemfelves, and thofe who profefled their religion, were 
treated. For, how falfe foever a religion may be [and 
it is fcarce poiTible to imagine one more abfurd than 
that of the Egyptians] fo long as it continues to be the 
ei!abli(hed religion, the people will not fufTer it to be 
infulted, nothing affefling their minds fo ilrongly, nor 
firing them to a greater degree. Ochus had caufed their 
god Apis to be murthered, in a manner highly injurious 
to themfelves and their religion; and the Perfians, to 
whom he had left tlie government, continued to nuike 
the fame mock of that deity. Thus feverai circum- 
ftances had rendered the PerGans fo odious, that, upon 
Amyntas's coming a little before with a handful of 
men, he found them prepared to join, and aflift him in 
expelling the Perfians. 

This Amyntas had deferted from Alexander and en« 
tered into the fervice of Darius. He had commanded 
the Grecian forces at the battle of Iflus; and having fled 
into Syria, by the couirtry lying towards Tripoli, with 
four thouiiand men, he had there feifed upon as, many 

veffels 

ff A- M. 3673; Ant. J. C. 331. Diod. l. xwii.- p.- 526*-599. 
Arrian. 1. iii. p. 104 — iio. Plut. in Alex, p, 679 — ^1. {2*^' 
Curt. 1. Iy. c. 7t Sf 8. JuiUn. ). ju. c. ii. 
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veflcls as he wanted, burnt the reft, and immediately 
fet fail towards the ifland of Cyprus, and afterwards 
towards Peiufium, which he toot by furprife, upon 
feigning that he had been honoured with a commillion 
from Darius, appointing him governoor of Egypt, in 
the room of Sabaces, killed in the battle of Iflus. As 
foon as he found himfeif pofleiled of this important 
citv, he threw off the mafk, and made public preten* 
fions to the crown of Egypt ; declaring, that the motive 
.of his coming was to expel the Perfians. Upon this a 
multitude of Egyptians, who wiflied for nothing fo ear- 
neftly as to free themfelves from thefe in fup portable 
tvrants, went over to him. He then marched dircftly 
for Memphis, the Capital of the kingdom ; when, coming 
to a battle, he defeated the Perfians, and (hut them up in 
the city. But, after he had gained this viftory, having 
neglefifced to keep his foldiers together, they ftraggled up. 
and down in fearch of plunder; which the enemy 
feeing, they faliied put upon fuch as remained, and cut 
them to pieces, with Amyntas their leader. 

This event, fo far from leffening the averfion the 
Egyptians had for the Perfians, increafed it ftill more ; 
fo that the moment Alexander appeared upon the froh- 
tiers, the people, who were all difpofed to receive that 
monarch^, ran in crowds to fubmit to bira. His arrival, 
at the head of a powerful army, prefented them with a 
fecure protedion, which Amyntas could not aSord 
them; and, from this confideration, they all declared 
openly in his favour. Mazaeus, who commanded in 
Memphis, finding it would be to no purpofe for him to 
refift fo triumphant an army, and that Darius^ his fove- 
reign, was not in a condition to fuccour him; he there- 
fore fetopen the gates of the city to the conqueror, and 
cave up eight hundred talents, about one hundred and 
KMTty thouiand pounds, and all the king's furniture. 
Thus Alexander poffeffed himfeif of all Egypt, with* 
out meeting with the leaft oppofition. ' 

At Memphis he formed a aefign of vifiting the teniple 
of Jupiter- Ammon. This temple was (ituated iq^tlje 
loidil of the fandy defarts of Libya, a«d twelve days' 

journey 
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journey from Memphis. ^ Ham, the fon- of Noab, 
firft peopled Egypt and. Libya, after the flood ; and 
when idolatry began to gain ground in the world fome 
time after, he was the chiet deity of thefe two countries 
in which his defcendants had continued. A temple wafr 
built to his honour in the midft of thefe defarts, upon a 
fpot of pretty good ground, about two leagues * broad, 
which formed a kind of ifland in a fea of fand. 1% is he 
whom the Greeks call Zcyj, Jupiter ^ * and the Egyp- 
tians Ammon. In procefs of time tjiefe two names were J 
joined, and he w^s called Jupiter 'Ammon, ' \ 

The motive of this journey, which was equally rafli 
and dangerous, was owing to a ridiculpus vanity^ 
Ahexander, having read in Homer, and other fabulous 
author^ of antiquity, that moft of their heroes were re- 
prefented as fons of fome deity; and, as he himfelf was 
defiroqs of pafling for an hero, he was determined to 
have fome god for his father. Accordingly, he fixQd ' 
upon Jupiter-Ammon for this purpofe, and began by- 
bribing the priefts, and teaching them the part thqy 
were tp aft. 

It would have been to no purpofe, had any one en« , 
deavoured to divert him frpm a defign, which was great 
in no pthercircumftances than the pride and extravagance 
that gave birth to it. Pufffcd up with his viftories, he 
had already began. to airiime,.as Plutarch obferves, that 
character of tenacioufnefs and inflexibility which will do- 
nothing hut command;. which .cannot fuffer advice, and . 
much lefs bear oppofition; which knows neither obftacles 
nor dangers; which makes the beautiful to cgnfiftin. im- 
poffibility; in a word, which fancier it fel fable to fore p, 
not only enemies, but fortreffes, figafons, and the whole 
order of nature; the ufual.effeft of a long feries of prof- 
perities^ which fubdues the llrongefl, and makes them 
at. length forget that they are men. We, ourfrfyes, • 

have 

k Plin, lib, T. c. 9. » Forty furlongs^ 
* For thi» reafon the city of Egypfy which the fcrioture % call No» 
jfrnftton (ftbU city of Ham) or. of Ammffn, is-calleici.by the Greeks A(«i,*^Xi(> 
•r tli€ city of J waiter. * 

\ JonoK xiVi. 15. %vSk. xxak 15. , NaJuuniii* 8«* 
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feen a famous * conqueror, who bpaftedthis tread>. 
^ I in the fteps of Alexander, carry further than he had 
^gtr don^ this kind of favage heroifm ;.and lay it down afr 
xim to hirafelf, never to recede from his refolutioi>* 
Alexander therefore fets out; but going down from 
river Memphis^ till he came to the fea» he coafts it; 
f after having paffed Canopus, heobferves,, oppoGte 
he iflaad of Pharos, a fpot he thought very w«U 
fed for the building of a city. He himfelf drew 
plan of it, and marked out the feveral places where 
L^mjlks aiid public fquares were to be erefteds. For 
buttding it; lie employed Dinocrates the architc£l» 
h^d- acquirisd great reputation by his rebuilding, at 
Qfu6« the tempje of Diana, which Her4{}fi«atiits hud 
t. This city he called after his own name, and it 
rwavds rofo to be the capital of the kingdoiQ. As 
hai'bOttT, which was very commodious, had the Me^ 
rranean on one fide,, and the Nile andthe Red*-fea in 
neighbourhood, it drew all the traffic of theeaft and 
ft; ^f)d thereby became, in a- very little timej one of 
mo^floufiftnfig cities in' tlieuniverfe. - ; 

Alexander had a joutney. to go of ftxteen hundred 
:^dla, or fourfcore French leagues^ to the temple of 
_ iter-^Ammon; and moft of the .way was through 

J5^ Jandy defarts. The foldiers were patient enough for the 
^r: two'firft days* march, before they arrived in the va(t 
if J ^^^eadfui folitud^s ; but as foon as they found themfelveft 
fe« in vaft plains, covered with fands of a prodigious depths 
;^| they were greatly terrified. Surrounded, as with a fear, 
W ^^^y gazed round as far as their fight could extend, to 
S difcovef, if poffible, foine place that was inhabited; but 
^ all in- vain, for they could not perceive fo much as a fingle 
tree, nor the lean footfteps of any land that had been 
cultivated. To increafe their calamity, the water, that 
they had brought in goat-fltins, upon camels, now failed; 
and there was not fo much as a fingle drop in all that 
fandy defart. They therefore were reduced to the fad: 

condition 

. k A. M. 3673. Ant. J. C. 331. 
* Charles XH. kinjof Swedeiu 
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•condition of dying aimed with thirft; not to mention 
the danger they were in of being buried under mountains 
of fand, that are fometimes raifed by the winds; and 
which had formerly deftroyed fifty thoufand of Camby- 
fes's troops. Every thing was by this time fcorched to (o 
violent a degree, and the air became fo hot, that the men 
could fcarcely breathe; when, on a fudden, whether by 
chance, fay the hiftorians, or the immediate indulgence 
'of heaven, the (ky was fo completely overfpread with 
thick clouds, that they hid the fun, which was a great 
relief to the army; though they were ftijl in prodigious 
want of water. But the ftorm having difcharged itfelf 
in a violent rain, every foldier got as much as he wantcrd ; 
and foihe had fo violent a thirft, that they ftood with 
their mouths open, and catched the rain as it fell. The 
judicious reader knows what judgment he is to form of 
thefe marvellous incidents, with which hiftorians have 
thought proper to embellilh this relation , 

They were feveral days in croffing thefe defarts, and 
upon their arriving near the place where the oracle flood, 
they perceived a great number of ravens flying before 
the moft advanced ftandard, Thefe ravens, fometimes, 
flew to the ground when the army marched flowly; 
and, at other times, advanced forward, to ferve them as 
guides, till they, at laft, came to the temple of the god. 
A vaftly-furprifmg circuniftance is, that although this 
oracle be fuuated m the midft of an almoft boundlefs 
folitude, it neverthelefs is furrounded with a grove, fo 
very Ehady, that the fun -beams can fcarcely pierce it; 
'not to mention that this grove or wood is watered with 
feveral fprings of frefh water, which preferve it in per- 
petual verdure. It is related, that near this grove there 
is another, in the midft of which is a fountain, called 
the zvater^ or fountain of the fun. At day-break it is 
lake- warm, at noon cold; but in the evening it grows 
warmer infenfibly, and at midnight is boiling hot; after 
this, a& day approaches, it decreafes ia heat, and con- 
tinues this viciffitude for ever. 

Th<^ 
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- The god, wjio is worfliipped in this temple, is not 
reprefented underthe form which painters and fculptOrs 
generally give to gods ; for he is made of emeralds, and 
other precious ftones, and from the head to the * navel, 
refembles a ram. The king being come into the temple, 
the fenior prieft declared him to be the fon df Jupiter; 
and aflured, that the god hirafelf bellowed this name 
upon him. Alexander accepted it with joy, and ac- 
knowledged Jupiter as his father. He afterwafds afked 
the prieft, whether his father Jupiter had not allotted 
him the empire of the whole world? To which the 
prieft, who was as much a flatterer as the king was vain* 
glorious, anfwered, that he fliould be monarch of the 
univerfe. At laft, he inquired, whether all his father's 
murderers had been puniftied ; but the prieft replied » 
that he blafphemed; that iiis father was immortal ; but 
that with regard to the murderers of Philip, they had 
all been extirpated; adding, that he ftiould be invinci« 
ble, and afterwards take his feat among the deities. 
Having ended his facrifice, he offered- magnificent pre* 
fents to the god, and did not forget the priefts, who 
had been fo faithful to his tntereft. 

Swelled with the fplendid title of the fon of Jupiter, 
and fancying hirafelf raifed above the human fpecies, he 
returned from his journey as from a triumph. From 
that time,: in all his letters, his orders and decrees, he 
always wrote in the ftyle following: ' Alexander 
King, son of Jupiter-Ammon : In anfwerto which, 
■Olyropias, his mother, one day made a very witty re* 
monftrance in few words, by defiring him not to qu.ar- 
rel any longer with Juno. 

.* Whilft Alexander prided himfelf in thefe chimeras, 
and tafted the great pleafure his vanity made him con- 
ceive from this pompous title, every one derided him 
in fecret; and feme, whohad not yet put on the yoke 
of abjefi flattery, ventured to reproach him upon that 

account; 

■ 

* Varro apud A. Getl. 1. xiii. c. 4. 

.. ♦ This paffage ia Quintus Cunius '\% pretty difficuU, and Is \»rl» 
eudy explained by interpreters. 
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account; but they paid very dear for that liberty, is the 
leouel will Ihow* . Not fatisfied with endeavouring to 
pate for the fon of.jagod^ and of being pcrfuaded, in 
cafe this were poffible, that he really was fucb^hc him^ 
felf would alfo pafs for a god; tiil at laA, Providence 
having a&ed that part, oi which flie was pleafed to 
make him .the inftrument, brought him to bis end, and 
thereby levelled him with the reft of inoctaU. 

Alexander, upon his return from the temple of Jupi* 
ter^Ammon, being arrived at the Palus Mtreotisi which 
was not far from the ifland of Pharos^ made a.vifit to 
the new city« pact of wiiich. was now built* He took 
the heft methods poffibk to people lU inviting tbittoaU 
ibrtsof peafons to whom heoirered the moft advantage* 
ou€^ conditions. ^ He drew to it, among, others, a 
coofiderable number of Jews, by allowing them very 
great privileges ; for, he not only left them the free ex<> 
ercife of their reUgion and laws, but put them on the 
fame foot in every refpe£l with, the MacedonianSy whom 
bei. fettled there^ From thence hei went to Mes^ist 
whore he fpent the winter^ 

Varro obferves, that at the time this. king built Alex* 
9Rdr^, the ufe of papyrus ffor writing) was found in 
Egypt; but this I fhali mention elfewhere* 

"During Alexander's ftay in Memphis,, he; fettled 
the afiairs of Egypt, fufferin^ none but MacedcMuans to 
fommand the troops. He divided the country iato dif* 
tri£ls, over each of which he appointed a lieutenant, 
who received orders from himfelf only; not thinking 
it fafe to entruft the general command of all the troops 
to one fingle perfpn, in fo large and populous a country. 
With regard to the civil government, he inveftcd one 
Doloafpes with the whole power of it ; for being de* 
firous that Egypt fhould ftill be governed by its ancient 
laws and cuiSoms^ he was of opinion that a. native of 
Egypt, to whom they muft be tamiliar, was fitter fo# 
tl:^t office thaa> any foreigner whatfoever^. 

. . » JofepKr contra AppUa. Q. Curt, li^ it. c S. » Ardan 1. iii- 
p. i®8— iie. 



To hafien the building of this new city, he appointed 
Clcomenes infpeftor over it; with orders for him t6 
levy the tribute which Arabia was to pay. But this . 
Cleomenes was a very wicked wretch, who abufedhis 
authority, and opprefled the people with the utmoft 
barbarity. 

Sect. VHI. Akxander^ after his return fr&m Egypt ^ 
refohes to go in purfuit of Darius. At his Jetting out^ 
he hears of the death of that monarch's queen. He 
caufes the fever al honours to he paid her which were 
due to her rank. He Hffcs the Euphrates and Tygris^ 
and comes up with barius. The famous battle ^ 
Arbela, 

• A LEXANDER having fettled the affairs of Egypt, 
-^^ fct out from thence about fpring-tirae, to march 
into the caft againft Darius. In his way through Pa- 
leftine, he heard news which gave him great uneafmefs. 
At his going into Egypt, he had appointed Andromach us, 
whom he highly eftceraed, governor of Syria and Palef- 
tine. Andromachiis coming to Samaria to fettle fome 
affairs in that country, the Samaritans mutinied; and 
felting fire to the houfe in which he was, burnt him 
alive. It is very probable, that this was occafioned by 
the rage with which that people were fired, at their 
having been denied the fame privileges that had beeii 
granted the Jews, their enemies. Alejcander was highly 
exafperated againft them for this cruel aftion, and ac- 
cordingly he put to death all thofe who had any hand in 
it, bamftied the reft from the city of Samaria, lupplyinff 
their room with a colony of Macedonians, and divided 
the reft of their lands among the Jews. 

He made fome ftay in Tyre, to fettle the various 
affairs of the countries he left behind him, and advanced 
towards new conquefts. 

He 

• Diod. 1. xvii. p. 530 — 536. Arrian 1. iii. p. til — lay. Plu^ 
tarehinAlcx. p. 681—^85. Q. Curt, L.iv. c. 9— 16. Juain, 1. xi. 
c, i»—i4. 



'A 



tit . THE HISTOilY 

' He was fcarce fct out, but an eunuch brought 
word, that Odrius's confort was dead in child-bed. 
Hearing this, he returned back, and went into the tent of 
Syfigambis, whom he. found bathed in tears, and lying 
on the ground, in the midft of the younc princeffes, who 
alfo were weeping; and near them the ion of Darius, a 
child, * who was the more worthy of compaflion, as 
he was lefs feofible to evils, which concerned him mor^ 
than any oth^r. Alexander confoled them in fo kind 
and tender a manner, as plainly ihowed that he himfelf 
was deeply and fincerely afflifted. He caufed her fune- 
ral obfequies to be performed with the utmoft fplendour 
and magnificence* Onex>f the eunuchs who fuperin- 
tended the cliam'ber, and who had been taken with the 
princeffes, fled from the camp, and ran to Darius, whom 
Le informed of his confort's death. The Perfian mo- 
narch was feifed with the moft violent affliftion upon 
hearing this news, particularly, as he fuppofed (he would 
not be allowed the funeral ceremonies due to her exalted 
rank. But the eunuch undeceived him on this occafion, 
by telling him the honours which Alexander had paid 
his queen after her death, and the civilities he had always 
fhown her in her life-time. Darius, upon hearing thefe 
words. Was fired with fufpicions of lo horrid a kind, 
that they did not leave him a moment's quiet. 

Taking the eunuch afide, he fpoke to him as follows. 
If thou doil ftill acknowledge Darius for thy lord and 
fovereign, tell me, by the refpeft and veneration 
•• thou oweft to that great fplendour of t Mithres, 
•• which enlightens us, and to this hand which the king 
•* ftretcheth out to thee; tell me, I fay, whether, in 
•• bemoaning the death of Statira, I do not bewail the 
•• leafl of her evils; and whether, as (he fell into the 
** hands of a young monarch, fhe did not firft lofe her 
" honour, and afterwards her life." The eunuch, 

throwing 

P A. M. 3674. Ant. J. C. 330. 

• OS id it/urn miferabllls^ quod nondum fentiebat caUmitatem^ maxima ve 
paxie ad tj/umredHndaTtiem, Q. Curt. 

f The Ferfians worihipped the fun under the name of Mitbres^ and 
the moon under that of Mitbrut 
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throwing faimfelf at Darius's feet, bcfought hira not ta 
think Co injurioiifly of Alexander's virtue ; nor difhonour 
his wife and fifter after her death; and not deprive him« 
felf of the greatcft confolation he couid poflibly have in 
his misfortunes, viz, to be firmly perfuaded, that the 
prince, who had triumphed over him, was fuperior to 
the frailties of other men; tliat he ought rather to ad- 
mire Alexander, as he had given the Perfian ladies much 
ftronger proofs of his virtue and continence, than he 
had given the Perfians themfelves of his valour. After 
this, he confirmed ail he had be£pre faid, by the moil 
dreadful oaths and imprecations; and then gave him a. 
particular account of what public fame had related, 
concerning the wifdom, temperance, and magnanimity 
of Alexander. 

Darius, returning into the hall where his courtiers 
were aQembled,.and lifting up his hands to heaven, he 
broke into the following prayer: " Ye gods, who pre- 
*' fide over the birth of men, and who difpofe of kings 
"and empires, grant that, after having raifed the for- 
" tune of Perfia from its dejefted flatc, I may tranfmit 
" it to my deCcendants with the fame luftre in which I 
"received it; in order that, after having triumphed 
" over my enemies, I may acknowledge the favours. 
** which Alexander has fliown in my calamity to per-. 
" fons who, of all others, are moft aear to me : or, in 
** cafe the time ordained by the fates is at laft come, or 
*' that it muft neccflarily happen, from the anger of the 
** gods, or the ordinary vicilfitiides of human affairs^- 
** that the empire of Perfia muft end ; grant, great gods^ 
** that none but Alexander may afcend the throne of 
"Cyrus." 

In the mean time, Alexander having fet out upon his 
tnarch, arrived with his whole army at Thapfacus,where 
he pafled a bridge that lay crofs the Euphrates, and con- 
tinued his journey towards the Tygris, where he expefted 
to come up with the enemy. Darius had already made* 
overtures of peace to him twice, but finding at laft that 
diere was no hopes of their concluding one, unlefs he 

refigned 
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reTigned the whole empire to him, he therefore prepared 
himfelf again forbattle. For this purpofe, he aUembled 
in Babylon an army half as numerous again as that of 
Iflus, and marched it towards Nineveh: his forces 
eovered all the plains of Mefopotamia. Advice being 
brought, that the enemy .was not far off, he caufed Sa- 
tropates, colonel of the cavalry, to ad vanceat the head 
of a thoufand chofen horfe; aad:likewife gave fix thou- 
£u!id to Mazaeus, governor of the province; all whom 
were to prevent Alexander from croifing the river, and 
to lay wafte the -country through which that monarch 
was to pafs : but he arrived too late. 

Of all the rivers of the eaft, this is the moft rapid ; 
and not only a great number of rivulets mix in its waves, 
but thofe alfo drag along great (^ones ; fb that itis named 
Tygris, by reafon of its prodigious rapidity, an arrow 
being fo called in the Perfian tongue. Alexander founded 
thofe parts of the river which were fordable, and there the 
water, at the entrance, came up to the horfes' bellies, 
and in the middle to their breads. Having drawn up his 
infantryin the form of a half moon,and poued his cavalry 
on the two wings, they advanced to the eurrent of the 
water with no great difficulty, carrying their arms over 
their heads. The king walked on foot among the infantry, 
3nd was the firft who appeared on the oppoCte ibore, 
where he pointed out with his hand the ford to the foU 
dters; it not being poflible for him to make them hear 
him. But it was with the greateft difficulty they kept 
themfelves above water ; becaufeof the flipperinef^of the 
Hones, and the impetuofity of the ftream. Such foldiers 
as not only carried their arms, but their clothes alfo, 
were much more fatigued; for thefe being unable to go 
forward, were carried into whirlpools, unJefs they threw 
away their burthens. At the fame time, the gredt 
number of clothes floating up and down, beat away the 
burthens of feveral ; and, as every man endeavoured to 
catch at his own things, they annoyed one another more 
than the river did. It was to no purpofe that the king 
commanded theiPy with a loud voice, to fave nothing 

3 ^^^ 
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but, their arm^ ; and alTured them, that he himfelf would 
compenfate their other lofles ; for not one of them would 
liftea tahis admonitions or orders, fo greatwas the noife 
and tumult. At laft, they all paffed over that part of the 
ford cohere the water was fliallowell, and the uream lefs 
impetuous, recoveruig however but a fmail part of their 
baggage. ^ ... 

It is certain that this army might eafily.have been cut 
to pieces, liad they been oppofed by a general who dared 
to conquer; that is, who made ever fo Tittle oppofttion to 
their paifTage. But Mazaeus, who might eanly have de-> 
feated them, had he come up when they were eroding 
the river indirorderandconfufion,did not arrive till they 
were drawn up in battle array. A like good fortune had 
always attended this prince hitherto, both when he pafTed 
the Granicus in light of fo prodigious a multitude of 
horfe arid foot, who waited his coming on the Ihore ; 
and alfo in the rocks of Cilicia, when he found the 
pafles and ftraits quit«opcn and detencelefs, where a fmall 
number of troops might have checked his progrefs* 
This* circumftauce may leflen our furprife at the ex- 
ccfs of boldnefs, which was his peculiar chara&eriftic, 
and which perpetually prompted him to attempt blindly 
the greateft dangers; fince, as he was always fortunate, 
he never had once room to fufpeft himfelf guilty of 
ralhnefs. 

The king, having encamped two days near the river, 
commanded his foldlers to be ready for marching on the 
morrow; but about nine or ten in the evening, the 
moon firft loft its light, and appeared afterwards quite 
fullied, and, as it were, tinctured with blood. Now as 
this happened juft before a great battle Was going to be 
fought, the doubtful fucceis of which filled the army 
with fufficient dilquietude, they were firft ftruck witli a 
religious awe, and, being afterwards feifed with fear,, 
they <:ricd. out, ** That hea\*en difplayed the marks of 
*• its anger; and that they were dragged againft the will 

Vol. yi. G f* of 

♦ AuJacia ^uoque^ qua fnaxime I'iguit^ ratio mtmii fotefl^ fuia nt/KPf 
qtum in difcrimtn venii^ an temerifeciffet, Q. Curt. 



IBfe THE HISTORY 

** of it, to the extremities of the earth ; that rivers op- 
•• pofed their paiTage; that the ftars refufedto lend their 
•* ufual light; and that they could now fee nothing but 
•• defarts and folitudes; that merely to fatisfy the ambi- 
•• tion of one man, fo many thoufands (hed their 
** blood ; and that for a man who <:ontemned his own 
" country, difowned his father, and pretended to pafs 
•• for a god/' 

• Tliefe murmurs were rifing to an open infurreSion, 
when Alexander, whom nothing could intimidate, fum- 
moned the officers of the army into his tent, and com- 
manded fuch of the Egyptian foothfayers as were beft 
Ikilled in the knowledge of the ftars, to declare what 
th^ thought of this mienomenon. Thefe knew very 
well the natural caules of eclipfes of the moon ; but, 
without entering into phyfical inquiries, they contented 
themfelv^es with faying, that the fun was on the fide of 
the Greeks, and the moon on that of the Perfians; and 
that, whenever it fuffered an eclipfe, it always threatened 
the latter with fome grievous calamity, whereof they 
mentioned feveral examples, all which they gave as true 

- and indifputable. Superftition has a furprinng afcendant 
over the minds of the vulgar. How headflrong and in- 
contbitit foever they may be, yet if they are once ftruck 

• , Ifrith a vain image of religion, they will fooner obey 
foothfayers than their leaders. The anfwer made by the 
JE^ptians being difperfed among the foldiers, it revived 
th<3:il" hopes and courage. 

The king, purpofely to take advantage of this ardour, 
began his march after midnight. On his right hand lay 
iheTygris, and on his left the mountains cMtdGordyai* 
At day-break the fcouts whom he had fent to view the 
enemy, brought word that Darius was marching towards 
him ; upon which, he immediately drew up his forces 
in battle array, and fet himfelf at their head. However, 
it was afterwards found, that they were only a detach- 
ment of a thousand horfe that was going upon difcove- 
ries, and which foon reth-ed to the main army. Never- 
tlielefs^ news was l>rought the king, that l)arius was 

3 now 
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now h^ an hundred and fifty * ftadia horn the place 
where they then were, 

Notlongbefbfe this fome letters had been intercepted, 
1^ which I>arius follicited the Grecian foldiers either to 
kill or betray Alexander. Nothing can r^fle£b fo great 
an odiwi on the memory <^ thi^ prince, as an attempt 
of that kind; an attempt fo abjefi: and black, «nd moic 
than once Fjepeated. Alexander was in doubt with him- 
felf, whether it would be proper for him to r^ad tbefe 
Iet4jers in a full aiTemblyt rehrmg a$ much on the afiec* 
tion and fidelity of the Greeks, as on that of the Mace- 
doflians. Butrarmeniodifiuadedhimfromit; declarinf, 
that it would be dangerous even to awake fuch thougbis 
in the minds of foldiers; that one only was fufficient to 
ftrike the blow; and that avarice was capable of at-^ 
tempting tbemoft enormous crimes. The king followed 
this prudent counfel, and ordered his army to march 
forward. 

Although Darius had twice fued in vain Sot peace, 
and im^^ined that he had nothing to truft to but his 
arms ; neverthelefs, being overcome by the advantageous 
circumAances which had been told him concering 
Alexander's tendernefs and humility towards his family, 
he dilWtched ten of his chief relations, who were to 
ofier hini frefii conditions of peace more advantageoiMt 
than (lie former; and to thank him for the kind treat- 
ment be had eiven his family* Darius had, in the 
former propofals, given htm up all the provinces as far 
as the nver Halys ; but now he added the feveral terito- 
ries fituated between the Hellefpont and the Euphrates, 
that is, all he alreadypoflefled. Alexander made the 
following a&^er: '* Tell your fovereign, that thanks, 

between perfons who make war againft each other, 

are fuperfluous; and that, in cafe I. have behaved 
^ with clemency towards his family, it was for my own 
'* EAe, and not for bis; in confequence of my own in- 
** clination, and not to pleafe him.. To infuit the .ua« 
V happy is a thing to me unknown. I do not attack 

G 2 *• either 

* StYcnorei^le«|ucs. 
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*• cither prifoners or women, and turn my rage againft 
•• fuch only as are armed for the fight. Did Darius (ue 
*' for peace in a fincere view, 1 then would debate on 
*• what is to be done ; but fince he ftill continues, by 
*• letters and by money, to fplrit up ray foldiers to betray 
** me, and my friends to murder me, I therefore am 
*• determined to purfue him with the utmoft vigour ; 
'* and that not as an enemy, but a prifoner and an af- 
** faiEn. It, indeed, becomes him, to offer to yield up 
'•• to me what I am already poifefled of! Would "he be 
•* fatisfied with ranking himfelf as fecond to me, whhout 
.^* pretending to be my equal, I might poffibly then hear 
** him. Tell him, that the world will not permit two 
** funs, nor two fovereigns. Let him theretore choofe 
** either to furrender to-day, or fight me to-raorrow, 
** and not flatter himfelf with the hopes of obtaining 
•• better fuqcefs than he has hitherto had.** Darius 's 
propofalsare certainly not reafonable; butthea, is Alex- 
ander's much more fo? intheformerwebeholdaprince, 
vho is not yet fenfible of his own weaknefs, or, at leaft, 
who cannot prevail with himfelf to own it; and in the 
latter^ we fee a monarch quite intoxicated with his good 
fortune, and carrying his pride to Cuch an excels of 
folly, as IS not to be paralleled :* " The world will not 
permit two fiins, nor two fovereigns." If this be great- 
nefs, and not pride, I do not know what can everdeferve 
the latter name. The ambaffadors liaving leave to depart, 
returned back, and told Darius, that he muft now prepare 
for battle. The latter pitched his camp near a village 
called Gaugamela, and the river Bumela, in a plain at a 
confiderable diftance from Arbela. He had isefore 
levelled «he fpot which he pitched upon for the field of 
battle, in order that his chariots and cavalry might have 
full room to move in ; recollefting, that his fighting in 
the flraits of Cilicia had loft him the battle' fought there. 
At the fame time, he had prepared ♦ crows feet to 
«iinoy the enemy's hork. 

Alexander, 

'« Crows feet is an ioftrument 'compofed of iron fpikes. Sevcfal of 
thefe are laid in fieidt livoiiig^ which the cavalry is ttMnacchy im 
«ffder that they may run into the horfes ieet. 
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•Alexander, upon hearing this news, corttinuerl four 
days in the place hfe then was, to reft- his army, and fur- 
rounded his camp with trenches ^nd pali fades; for" he 
was determined to leave all his baggage, and the ufelefs 
foldiers init,and marchthe remainder againft the enemy^ 
with no other equipage than the arms they carried. Ac- 
cordingly, he fet out about nine in the evening, in order 
to fight Darius at day-break ; who, upon this advice, 
had drawn up his arnay in order ot battle. Alexander 
alfo marched in battle-array ; for both armies were 
within two or three leagues of each other. When he 
was arrived at the moimtains, where he could difcover 
the enemy's whole army, he halted ; and, having af- 
fembled his general officers, as well Macedonians as 
foreigners, he debated whether they fhould engage im- 
mediately, or pitch their camp in that place. The 
latter opinion being followed, becaufe it was judged 
proper for them to view the field of battle, and the 
manner in which the enemy was drawn up, the army 
encamped in the fame order iii which it had marched ;. 
during which Alexander, at the head of his infantry^ 
lightly armed, and his royal regiments, marched round 
the plain in which the battle was to be fought. 

Being returned, he affembled his general officers ai 
fecond time* and told them that there was no occafioa 
for his making a fpeech, becaufe thtit coiirage and great 
a£lions were alone fufficient to excite ibem to glory ;- 
that he defired them only to reprefent to the foldiers^ 
that they were not to fight, on this occafion,. for Phoe- 
nicia or Egypt, but for all Afia, which would be pof- 
fefled by him who fhould conquer; and tliat, after having 
gone through fo many provinces, and left behind them 
fo great a number oi rivers and mountains, they could 
fecure their retreat no otherwife than by gaining a com- 
plete viflory. After this fpeech, he oidered them 19^ 
take fome repofe. 

It is faid, that Parmenio advifed him to attack the 
enemy in the night-time, alledging that they might. 
naftly be defeated,, if fallen upon by jEurprife, and in the 
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cfark J but the king anfwered fo loud,* that all pref((nt 
mrght hear him, that it did not become Alexander to 
fteal a viftory , and therefore he was refolvcd to fight and 
conquer in broad day-Iight. This was » haughty, but, 
at the fame time, a prudent anfwer; for it was running 
great hazard, to fall upon fo numerous an army in the 
night-time, and in an unknown country. Darius, fear- 
ing he (houl'd be attacked at unawares, becaufe he had 
not entrenched himfelf, obliged hi$ foldiers to continue 
the whole night under arms, which proved of the higheft 
prejudice to him in the engagement. 

Alexander, who in the crins of affairs ufed always to 
confult foothfayers, obferving, very exa^Hy^, whatexer 
they enjoined, m order to obtain the favour ol the god«, 
finding hirtifelf upon the point o£ fighting a batlte, the 
fucccls of which was to giVe empire to tht co^is^t&f^ 
f^ntforAriftinder, in whomherepo&dthegreatelic'oit^ 
fidertce. H^^hen fliut hiriafelf up with the foothfuy^, 
to make fomefecret i'acriftcc; and afterwards olfetiftrf up 
viftims to * Fear, which he doubtleft did to prevent hifr 
arity from being feifed with dread, at the nght ot the 
forniildable' army of Darius. The foothfayer, drefled in 
his veftments, holding vervain, with his head veiled, 
fi^ft repeated the prayers which the king was to addrefs 
to'-Jupit^, to Minerva, andtoViftory^ The whdie 
beirtg ended, Alexander went to bed, to repofe himfetf 
the remaining part of the night. As he revolved in his 
., mind,' not without fome emotion, the confequence of 
the battle, which was upon the point of being fought, 
• he 'could not fleep immediately. But hi« body being 
oppreffed, in a manner, by the anxiety of his mind, he 
flept foundly the whole night, contrary to his ufiial 
ciiftom: fo tjiat when his generals were affembled at 
day-break before his tent, to receive his orders, they 
were greatly furprifed to find he was not awake ; upon 
which, they themfelves commanded the foldiers to take 
fome refrefhihent. Parmenio having at laft aws&ed 
him, and feeming furprifed to find him in fo calm and 

fweet 
* * • ' • We muft read in Plutarch 4»«Cy inilcad of i^oiC*. 
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fweet a deep, juft as he wais going to fight a battle, in 
which his wh^le fortune lay at ftakc : *' How could it be 
polfible, faid Alexander, for us not to be calm, fiacc tho 
enemy is coming to deliver himfelf into our hands?*'* 
Immediately he took up his arms, mounted his hprfe, 
and rode up and down the ranks/ exhorting the troop* 
to behave gallantly, and, if polhble, to furpafs their 
ancient fame, and the glory they had hitherto acquired. 
Soldiers, on the day of battle, imagine they fee the fait 
oi the engagemtm painted in the face of their genpal. 
As for Alexander, he had never appeared fo calnj^fo^ay,' 
nor fo refolute. Tlic fcrenky arid fecurky which tney 
obferved in him» were in a manner fo many aiTurance* 
of tlie vi£iory. 

Thes-e was a gi;eatdifikrence between thi^ two armaes 
vithrei^^ to numbers;, bat wiicb mowe (s> with re^rck 
to c^tkrage* That of Dariiist coar&Scd at * kaft of fug. 
hundred ihakibuii foot,, and fotty tboufand korlei; and 
t}ic ether of no nmre tiian forty tbouiand Eoot^ asidfeveA 
or eight thouftud bor£e: But the latter was all fice and 
ftren^h ; whereas, on the fide of the PcrC^os^it wasft 
prodigious aflemblage of men^ not of fotdicfs ; f an 
eni£ty phantom rather than a real army* 

Both fides were £fpofed in very near the iaipe arrajr. 
The forces wei^ drawn up in two linei^ th<; cavalry oa 
the two wings, and the iniantry in the middlie; the'^onQ 
and the other being under the particular conduflof the 
chiefs of each ol the differettt nations that conipo£D^ 
them ; and commanded in general, by the principal 
crown-officers. The front of the battle (under Dariu») 
was covered with two hundred chariots, armed with 
fcythes, and with fifteen elephants, that king taking M« 
poll in the centre of the firit line. Befides the guards, 
which were the fiower of his £orces» he alfo had fortified 
himfelf with the Grecian infantry, whom he had drawn 
up near his perfon ; believing this body only capable of 

oppofing 

* Accofding to fereral hiilorians it amounted to upwards of a xniU 
timofftien. 
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cppofing the Macedonian phalanx. As liirartny Fpread 
over a much greater fpace of ground than that of the 
enemy, he intended to furround, and to charge them, at 
•ne and the fame time, both in front and flink. 

But Alexander had guarded agaitifl this, by giving or- 
ders to the commanders of the lecond line, that in cafe 
tliey {hould be charged behind, to face about to that fide ; 
or eifc to di-aw up their troops in form of a gibbet, and 
cover the wings, in cafe the enemy fhould charge them 
in flank. He had pofted, in the front of his firft line, 
the greateft part of his bow-men, dingers, hurlers of ja- 
velins, in order that thefe might make head againft the 
chariots armed with fcythes; and frighten the horfes, by 
dlfcharging at them a (hower of arrows, javelins, and 
ftones. Thofe who led on the wings, were ordered to 
extend them as wide as poffible ; but in fuch a manner 
as not to weaken the mam body. As for the baggage 
and the captives, among whom were Darius's mother 
and children, they were left in the camp, under a fmall 
guard. Parmenio commanded, as be hiad always done, 
tiie left wing, and Alexander the right. 

When the two armies came in view, Alexander, who 
kad been fliownthe feveral places where the crows-feet 
were hid, extended more and more towards the right to 
avoid them; and the Perfians advanced forward in pro- 
portion. Darius, being afraid left the Macedonians 
ihould draw him from the fpot of ground he had levelled, 
aad carry him into another that was rough and'uneven, 
commanded the cavalry in his left wing, which fpread 
much farther than that of the enemy's right, to march 
right forward, and wheel about upon the Macedonians 
in flank, to prevent them from extending their troops 
further. Then Alexander difpatched againft them die 
body of horfe in his fervice commanded by Menidas y 
but, as thefe were not able to make head againft the 
enemy, becaufe of their prodigious numbers, he re<«in-^ 
forced them with the Paeoneans, whom Aretas com- 
manded, and with the foreign cavalry*. Befides th^ 

advantage 

* Someielate that the Barbarians gave way at firft, but foon re- 
lumed to the charge. 
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advantage of numbers, they had that alfo of their coat* , 
of mail, which fecured themfelves and their horfes 
much more. Alexander's cavalry was prodigioufly an* 
noy ed : However, they marched to the charge with gr«at 
bravery, and at lad put them to flight. 

Upon this» the rerfians oppofed the chsuriots armed^ 
with fcythes ag^nH.the Macedonian phalanx,, in order, 
to break it, but with Fittle fucccfs. The norfe which 
the fdldiers who were lightly armed, made, by ftriking 
their fwords againft their bucklers, and the arrows which. 
Sew on all fides, frighted the horfes, and made a great 
number of them turn back againft their own troops*. 
Others, laying hold of the horfes' bridles, pulled the riders . 
down,, and cut them, to pieces • •Tart of the chariots^ 
drovebetween the. battalions, which, opened to make^ 
way for. them, as they had been ordered 'to ^do,. by which* 
means they, did little or no execution*. 

Alexander, feeing.Daxiusfet his^ whofeanny in motion » 
in order. to. chargf him, . employed a ftratagem to en-- 
cxiurage.his (bldiefs,^ When the battle was at the hptteft, , 
and the Macedonians were in the greateft danger,. 
Ariftandor,. the fbothfayer, clothed in his white robes,, 
holdings hranch of laurel in his hand, advances among, 
the coraWants'as he had been inftruSted by the king;, 
and, crying that he faw ah eagle hoveringcver Alexander 's-' 
head (a fure.omen of fViftory},he (howed with his^nger, 
the pretended bird to thie«foldiew;;w|iareIying>upoa\ 
the fihcerity.of the foothfaycr, fancied they alfo law it;; 
and .therejttppn renewed the attack with greater chearf ul^ 
nefs and ardour than ever... Then: the. king. perceiving; 
that Aretas (after having, charged the^cavalty* ,and put. 
them into difqrder, .upon their advancing to furrouisd his; 
right wiiig) had:biegun to bxeak the foremoft ranks- of ' 
the mainbody of theBarbfician army^ , be .mai:eked after 
Aretas, with the flower. of 1 his troops,, whea he quite: 
l^-oke t]be. enemy's left wing,, which ha^'already. begun < 
to give way ; and without, p.ucGiing. the forces which i 
he had thrown into dilorder,. he. wheeled to the left, in , 
order, to fall upon the body in which Darius had pofied i 

Ci,5, himfelfl,. 
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himfelf. The prcfence of the two kings infpirecl both 
fides iirith" new vigour. 'Darius was mounted on a 
chariot, and Alexander onhorfeback; both furrounded 
with their.braveft officers and foldiers, whofe on\y en- 
d^vour was to fave the lives of their refpeftive pnnces, 
at the hazard of their own. The battle was obftinate 
arid bloody. Alexander, having wounded Darius's 
e^uefry with a javelin, the PerfianS, as well as the Mace- 
donians, imagined that the king was killed ; upon which 
the former, breaking aloud into the moft difmal founds, 
the whole army was leifed with the greateft confternation. 
The relations of Darius, who were at his left hand, fled 
away with the guards, and fo abandoned the chariot ; 
but thofe who were at his right, took him into the centre 
of their body. Hiflorians relate, that this prince having 
drawn his fciitiitar, reflefled whether he ought not to la^ 
violent hands upon himfelf, rather than fly in an ignomi- 
nious manner : but, perceiving from his chariot that his 
foldiers ftill fought, he was amamed to forfake them ; 
aild, as be was divided between hope and defjpair, the 
Perfians retired infenfibly, and thinned their ranks; 
When it could no longer be called a battle, but a flaughter. 
Then Darius, turning about his chariot, fled witn the 
reft ; and the conqueror was npw wholly employed in 
purfuing him. 

Whilft all this was doing in the right wing of the 
Macedonians, where the vi£^ory was not doubtuil ; the 
left wing, commanded by Parmenio, was in great dan- 
ger. A detachment of the Peffian, Indian, and Par- 
thian horfe, which were the beft in all the Perfian army, 
having broke through the infantry on the left, advanced 
to the very baggage. The moment the captives faW them 
arrive in the camp, they armed themfelVes with every 
thing that came nrft to nand, and re-inforcing their ca- 
valry, ruAed upon the Macedonians, who were now 
charged both before and behind. Thcv, at the fame 
time, told SyfigamTjis, that Darius haa wOn the battle 
(ior this they believed} ; that the whole baggage was plund- 
dered» and that Ihe was now going to retover her hberty. 

But 
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But this princefs, who was a woman of great wifdom, 
though this news affeQed her in the ftrongeft manner, 
could not eafily give credit to it ; and being unwilling 
to exafperate, by too bafty a joy, a conqueror, who had 
tressed her with fo much numanity, (he did not difcover 
the lead emotion ; did not once change countenance, 
nor let drop a fingte word ; but in her ufual pofture, 
calmly waited till the event fhoold denounce her fat^ 

Parmenio, upon the firft report of this attack, had 
difpatched a meflenger to Alexander, to acauaint him 
with the danger to which the camp was expoied, and tO 
receive his orders. *• Above all things (faid the prince) 
" let him not weaken his main body ; let him not mind 
" the baggage, but apply himfelf wholly to the engage- 
" ment ; for viQory will not only reftore us our own 
" poITeilions, but alfo give thofe of the enemy info out 
*• hands." The general officers, who commanded the 
in£uitry which formed the centre of the fecond line, fee- 
ing the enemy were going to make themfelves mafters of 
the camp ana baggage, made a half-turn to the right, in 
obedience to the orders which had been given, and fell 
upon the Perfians behind, many of whom were cut to 
pieces, and the reft obliged to retire ; but as thefe were 
horfe, the Macedonian foot could* not follow them» 

Soon after, Parmenio himfelf was expofed to much 
greater peril. Mazaeus, having rufhed upon him with 
all his cavalry, charged the Macedonians in ilank, and 
began to furrouhd themi Immediately Parmenio fent 
Alexand^ advice of the danger he was in; declaring, 
that in cafe he were not immediately fuccoured, it \vouul 
be impoffible for him to keep his foldiers together. Th'p 
prince was a£lual)y purfuing Darius, and fancying he 
was almoft come up with him, rode with the utmoft 
fpeed. He flattered himfelf, that he fliould abfolately 
put an end to the war, in cafe he could but feife his per- 
lon. But, upon this news, he turned abouc, in order 
tofuccourhis left wing, fhuddering with rage to fee his 
prey and viftory tum in this manner from Him ; and comf- 

• * jJUiiitrfg 
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plaining againft fortune, for having favoured Darius 
more in the flight, than himfelf in the purAiit of that 
monarch. 

Alexander, in his march, met the enemy's horfc who 
had plundered the baggage ; all which were returning in 

food order, and retirmg back^ not as foldiers w^ho bad 
een defeated, but almoft as if they had rained the 
vi&ory. And now the battle became more obuinate than 
before; for, the Barbarians marching clofe in columns, 
not in order of battle, but that of a march, it was very 
difficult to break through them ; and they did not anaufe 
themfelves with throwing javelins, nor with wheeling 
about, according to their ufual cuftom ; but man engaging 
againft m^, each did all that lay in his power to unhorie 
his enemy. Alexander loft threefcore of his guards in 
this attack. Hepha^ftion, Ccenus, and Menidas, were 
wounded in it ; however he triumphed on this occalion, 
and all the Barbarians were cut to pieces, except fuch 
as forced their way through his fquadrons. 

During this, news had been brought Mazaeus that 
Darius was defeated ; upon which,, being greatly alarmed 
and dejefied by the ill fuccefs of thai Monarcn,. thougk 
the advantage was entirely on hisiide, he ceafed to charge 
the enemy, who were now in difovder, fo brifkly as 
before.^ Parmenio could not conceive h^yw it came to 
pafs, that the battle, which before was carried on f9 
warmly Ihould (lacken on a Cudden : However, like an 
able commander,, who feifes every advantage, smd who 
employs his utmoft endeaypurs to infpire his foldiers with 
frefh vigour^ he obfervcd to them,, tqat the terror which 
fpread throughout the whole army» waS the forerunner of 
their defeat; and fired them with the notion how glorious 
it would be for them to put the laft hand to the vi£lory. 
Upon this exhortation, thev recovered their former hopes 
and bravery ; when transformed into other men,, thev 
gave their horfes the rein, and charged the enemy witn 
JO m«ch fury, is threw them iiuo tlie greateft ditorder, 
and obliged them to fly. Alexander came up. at that i^ 
ftant» andoverjoyed to find the fcale turned in bis favour, 

and 
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and the enemy entirely defeated, he renewed (in concert 
with Parmenio) the purfuit of Darius. He rode as far 
as Arbela, where he fancied he fhould come up with that 
monarch and all his baggage; but Darius had only juft 
paiTed by it, and left his treafure a prey to the enemy» 
with his bow and ihield» 

. Such was the fuccefs oi this famous battle, which 
gave empire to the conqueror. According to Arrian, 
the Perfians loft three hundred thoufand men,, befides 
thofe who were taken prifoners ; which, at leail^ is a 
proof that the lofs was verr great on their fide. That of 
Alexander * was very inconfiderable^ he not lofing, ac- 
cording to the laft- mentioned author, twelve hundred 
men, raoft of whom were horfe. This engagement was 
fought in the month of * Oftober, about the fame time, 
two years befoie, that the battle -of lifus was fought* 
As Gau^imela,.in Affyria, the fpot where the two armies 
engaged, was a fnrall place of very little note, this was 
called the battle of Arbela,. that city beingneareft to the 
field, of battle* 

Sect. IX. Alexander poffjfes himfelfof Arbela^ Baby- 
' lorit Sti/a, Perjetotis: and finds immenfe riches in ihoft 

cities. In the neat of drinking he Jets fire to the palact 

of Perjepclis. 

• A LEXANDER's firfi care, after his obtaining 
•^^ the viftory, was to oflSar magnificent facrifices 
to the gods by way of thanksgiving. He afterwards re- 
warded fuch as had fignalized themfelves remarkably in 
battle; bcAowed riches upon them with a very liberal 
hand, and gave to each oi tliem houfes employments, 
and governments. But» being defirous of exprefling 
more particularly his gratitude to the Greeks, fmr having 
appointed him generaliffime'S^inft the Perfians,. he gave 
I orders 

\ A. M. 3674. Ant. J. C. 330. 
» Diod. I. xvii. p. 538—540. Arrian* 1. iii. p. 117—133. Plut. in 
Alex. p. 685—688. Quint. Curt. 1. v. c. 1—7. Juftin. 1. xi. c. 14. 

*• The month, calied>y xba fiuscln^ BoidrmUn^ anfwers partly to 
«ur month of 0<^«be£.. 
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orders Forabolifhingthefeveral tyrannical inftitutions that 
had ftarted up in Greece; that tl^ cities fhould be reitored 
to their liberties, and all their rights and privileges. He 
wrote particularly to the Plataeans, declaring, that it was 
his deiire their city ihould be rebuilt, to reward the zeal 
and bravery by which their anceftors had diilingui/faed 
thcxnfelves, indefending the common libertiesof Greece. 
' He alfo fent part of the fpoiis to the people of Cro- 
tona in Italy; to honour, though fo many years after, 
the good-will and courage of Phayllus the champion^ 
a native of their country, who fwhilft war was carrying 
on between the Medes, and wlien all the reft of the 
Greeks that were fettled in Italy had abandoned the true 
Grecians, imagining they were entirely undone) fitted 
out a galley at his own expence, and failed to Sadamis, 
to partake of the danger to which his countrymen were 
at that time expofed. So great a friend and encourager, 
fays Plutarch, was Alexander, of every kind of virtue; 
conlidering himfelf, fays the fame author, obliged in a 
manner to perpetuate the remembrance of all great 
aftions ; to give immortality to merit, and propofe them 
jto pofierityj as fo many models for their imitation. 

Darius, after his defeat, having but very few attendants, 
had rode towards the river Lycus. After crofling it, 
feveral advifed him to break down the bridges, becaufe 
the enemy purfued him. But he made this generous 
anfwer* * *' That life was not Co dear to him, as to 
** make him defire to prcfer\'c it by the deftrtidi<m of fo 
*' many thoufands of his fubje3s atid faithful allies, who, 
*^ by that means, would be delivered up to the mercy of 
*^ the enemy ; that they had as much right to pafs over 
,*' this bridge as their fovereign, and coniequently that it 
/' ought to be as open to them.'' After riding a great 
number of leagues full fpeed, he arrived at midnight at 
Arbela. From tiience he fied towards Media, over the 

Armenian 

» Herodotus relates this hi&ory in very few words, 1. viii. c. 47. 
* Nm ita JeJ^lutifugt *velle cfmfuhupt^ ut M miiUa ficiorum bofi^pm. 



OF ALEXANDER. lOg 

Armenian mountains, followed by a great number of the 
nobility, and a few of his guards. The reafon of his 
going that %vay was, his fuppofing that Alexander woul4 
proceed towards Babylon and Sufa, where to enjoy the 
fruits of his viQory ; befides, a numerous army could not 
purine him by this road ; whereas, in the other, horfes 
and chariots might advance with great eafe; not to men- 
tion that the foil was very fruitful. 

A few days after Arbela furrendered to Alexander, 
who found in it a great quantity of furniturebelonging 
to the crown, rich clothes, and other precious movea- 
bles, with four thou fand talents (about 775,000!.) and all 
the riches of the array, which Darius had left there at 
his fetting out againil Alexander, as was before ob- 
fcrved. Sut he was foon obliged to leave that place, 
becaufe of the difeafes that fpread in his camp, occa- 
fioned by the infeftion of the dead bodies which covered 
all the field of battle. This prince advanced therefore 
€ver the plains towards Babylon, and, after four diiys* 
march, arrived at Memnis, where, in a tave, is ften 
the celebrated fountain which throws out fo vafl a quan- 
tity of bitumen, that, we are told, it was ufed as cement 
in building the walls of Babylon. 

But what Alexander aamired moft, was, a great 
gulph, whence ftreamed perpetually rivulets of fire, as 
from an inexhauftible fpring ; and a flood of naphtha, 
which overflowing, from the prodigious quantities of it» 
formed a great lake pretty near the gulph. This naph- 
tha is exactly like bitumen, but has one quality more, 
viz. its 'catching fire fo very fuddcnly, that, before it 
touches a flame, it takes fire merely from the light that 
fnrrounds the flame;' and fets the air between both on 
fire. The Barbarians, being defirous of fliowing the 
king the ftrength and fubtilty of this combuftible fub- 
ftartce, fcattered feveral drops of it up and down aftei; 
his arrival in Babylon, in that ftrcet which went up to 
the houfe he had chofen for his refidcnce. After this, 
going to the other end of the ftreet, they brought torches 

near the places \7htre thofe drops were falfcn (for it 
J was 
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was night;) and the drops which were nlgheflthe torches* 
taking fire on a fuddcn, the flame ran in aninllant to., 
the other end ; by which means the who^e ilreet feemed 
in one general conflagration^ 

. When Alexander was gpt near Babylon, Mazxus,. 
who had retired thither after the battle of Arbela,. fur- 
rendered himfelf, with his children^ who were grown 
up, and gave the city into his hands* The king was. 
very well pleafed with his arrival ; for he would h»ve 
niet with great dif&cukies in be&eginga city of fuch im^ 
portance,. and fo well provided with every thing. • Be* 
(tdes-hisbeingaperfoa of great quality,, and very brave,, 
he fa^d alfo acquired great honour in the lail battle;, 
and others might have been prompted, from the example 
he fet them^ to imitate him. Alexander entered the 
city at the head of his whole army, as if he had been, 
iparching to a battle. The walls of Babylon were lined: 
with people, notwithftanding the greateft part of the citi*^ 
zens were .gone out before^ from: tlie impatient defire. 
they had to fee their new fovereign, whofe renown had. 
far outftripped his mar^h. Bagophanes, governor of 
t)ie fortr^eis, and guardian of liie treafure, unwilling to 
difcover lefs zeal than Mazxus, ftrewed the ftreets with, 
flowers, and raifed on both fides of the way Giver altars, 
which fmoaked not only with frankincenfe,. but the mofit, 
fragrant perfumes of every kind. Lail of all came the 
prefents which were to be made the king,, viz. herds of. 
cattle^ and a great number of horfes; as alfo lions and^ 
panthers^ which were carried in cages* After thefethe. 
magi walked^ Anging hymns after the manner oOheic. 
country; then the Chalaeans accompanied hyi the Baby-, 
lonifli foothfayers and muftciansi.it was cuflomary.for: 
the latter to fing the praife&of theii: kingji to theirinilru*. 
ments; and the Chaldeans toobforve the motioa.ofihe; 
planets, and the viciflkude of feafons.. The rear. was. 
brought up by the Babylonifli cavalry, which both men . 
and horfes were fo fumptuou^, that imaginationcanfcarce .« 
leach their magnificence. The king caufed tbep^oplj^ to 
walk after his infantry, and himfelf .furroundeo with hji&. 

guards^ . 
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guards, and feated on a chariot, entered the city; and 
h-om thence rode to the palace, as in a kind of triumph. 
The next day he took a view of all Darius's money and 
moveables. Of the monies he found in Babylon, he 
gave, by way of extraordinary recompence, to each Ma- 
cedonian borferoen fix mn^f (about fifteen pounds ;) to 
each mercenairy horfeman two min^y (about five pounds ;) 
to every Macedonian foot foldier two nana; and to every 
one of the reft two months of their ordinary pay. He gave 
orders, purfuant to the advice of the Magi, with whon> 
he had feveral conferences, for the rebuilding the tem- 
ples which Xerxes had demoliihed; and, among others, 
that of Belus who was in greater veneration at Babvlon 
than any other deity. He ffave the government ot the 
province to Mazaeus, and the command of the forces 
he left there to Apollodorus of Arophipolis. 

Alexander, in the midft of the hurry and tumult of 
war, ftill preferved a love for the fciences. He ufed 
often to converfe with the Chaldeans, who had always 
applied themfelves to the ftudy of aftronoray from it$ 
origin, and ^iaed great fame by their knowledge in it. 
* They preiented him with aftronomical obfervations 
taken fey their predeceflbrs during the fpace of 1903 
years, which confequently went as far backward as the 
age of Nimrod. Thefe were fent by Califthenes, who 
accompanied Alexander, to Ariftotie. 

The king refided longer in Babylon than he had done 
in any other city, which was of great prejudice to the 
difcipline of his forces. The people, even from a reli- 
gious motive, abandoned themfelves to pleafures, to vo- 
luptuoufnefs, and the moft infamous excefles ; nor did 
ladies, though of the higheft quality, obferve any deco- 
rum, or (how the Teaft referve in their immoral a£lion$, 
but gloried therein, fo far from endeavouring to conceal 
them, or blufhing at their enormity* It niuft be con- 
felled, thatnthis army of foldiers, which had triumphed 
over Afia, after having thus enervated themfelves, and 
rioted, as it were> in the (loth and luxuiy of the city of 

Babylon,,. 

• F$r^hyr^ a^ud SimfUc , in lib. ii. di Cxla^ 
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Babylon, for 'thirty- four days together, would have been 
fcarce able to confplete their exploits, had they been 
oppofed by an enemy. But, as they were re-inforced 
from time to tlm^, thefe irregularities were not fo vifi- 
ble ; for Amyntas brought fix thoufand foot and five 
hundred Macedonian horfe, which were fert by Anti- 
pater; and fix' hundred Thracian horfes, with three 
thoufand five hundred foot oFthe fame nationr; bcfides 
ibur thoufand mercenaries from Peloponnefw, with 
Bear four hundred horfes. 

The above-mentioned Amyntas had alfo browgl^a the 
King fifty Macedonian youths, fons to nobkmen of tlie 
bigheft quality in the country, to ferve as his guards. 
The youths in qoeftion waited upon him at table, b'ought 
bim bis hcsrfes wfaeo in the field, attended upoo him in 
parties of hunting, and iDeapt gtuurd at the door HfH his 
afpartment by turns : and thcte w«re tbe.firfk &ti\f» to llie 
bigltefl employraenu both in the acdiy aod the ililte, 

After Alexander had I'eiFt Babylon, he entered thf pio* 
vimce of Sitacena, the foil of which is very fruiiftd, and 
produfiive of every thing valuable, which made bimcon« 
tinoe the longer in it^ But left indolence ihouldeneivate 
the courage of his foldiers, hepropofed prizes for fuchof 
them as fliould exert the greateft bravery ; and appoisted 
as judges of the a£lions of thofe who fhould difpute this 
honour, perfons, who thcmfelves had been eye- witncffcs 
of the proofs of bravery which each foldicr liad given in 
the former battles ;. for on thefe only the prizes w«re ta 
be be (lowed. To each of the eight men who were pro* 
Bounced moft valiant, he gave a regiment, confiflingofa 
thoufand men ; whence thofe officers were called Chiltar- 
chi. This was the firft time that regiments were cooipofed 
« of fo great a number of foldiers, confiding before but of 
five hundred, and had not yet been the reward of yaiour. 
The foldiers ran in crowds to view thiJ iliuftrious light, 
not only as eye-witneifesof the a3:ions of all,but asju^es 
over the judges themfelves ; becaufe they might perceive 
very eafily, whether rewards were beftowed on merit, or 
merely by favour; a circumftance in which foldiers can 

never 
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nevrr be rnipofed upon* The prizes fciem to have' 
been diftributed with the lAmoft equity and juflice. 

He Irkewife made feveral very advantageous changes 
in miikary discipline, as eftabiilhed by his predece(Ibr» ; 
"'for he {brmed One (ingle body ot his whole cavalry,. 
without fhowing any regard to the difference of nations* 
and appointed fuch officers to command them, as t;hey 
themietves thought fit to nominate; whereas, before tho 
horfemen of every nation ufed to fight under Ini oif a 
particular ftandard, ami was commanded by a colorteK 
ot that country. The trumpet's found ufed tio be the; 
fignal for the ifiarch ; but as it very frequently cotild 
not be well* 'heard, becaufe of the great noife that is» 
niade in decampit^^ lie gave orders tliat a ftandard (hould 
be fet up, over his tcfn^ which might be fees by bt> 
whole army* Heaiis appointed fire to betiueiignal in,. 
the Rjufhi-dme^ and fenoke in/ the day. 

Alexander marched afterwards towards Sufa^wlkere he. 
arrmdr twesity days after his leaviiig Babyldn. Aja he 
came nmr 1%, Abotitei^ governor of the province, fent his 
fon to meet him, with a promife to fiif render the city into 
his hands ; whether be was prompted to this from his dWn 
inclination, or did k in obedience to the orders of Daiias» - 
to aarittie Akxander with the hopes of plunder; the king 
gave this young ncibleman a very gracious reception, who 
attended him as far as the river Ghoafpes, the waters of 
which are fa famous,' upon account of their exquifi^te 
tafte"*. The kings of Pcrfia never drank of any other ; 
aad, whitherfoeverthey went, a quantity of it, ahei" hav- 
ing been put ovei" the fire, was always carried after them 
in filver vafes. It was here Abutites came to wait upon 
him, bringinierpTefents worthy of a king ; among which 
wiere dromedaries of incredible fwiftnefs, and twelve 
elephants which Darius had fent for from India. Being., 
come into the city, he took immenfe fums out of the 
treafury, with fifty thoufand * talents of filver in ore and 
ingots, befides moveables, and a thoufand other things 

oi 

m Hered. Ub. i. c. i88j 
* About feven oiUlion j^v^ hmuiied thoufand pounds. 
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of infinite value. Tliis wealth was the prod«ce of the 
exaflions impofed for fevei^l centuries upon the com- 
mon people, from whofe fweat and poverty immenfe re- 
venues were raifcd. The Perfian monarchs fancied 
they had amaffed them for their children and pofterity; 
but, in one hour they fell into the hands of a foreign 
king, who was able to make a right ufe of them ; ior 
Alexander feemed to be merely the guardian or truftee 
of the immenfe riches which he found hoarded up in 
Perfia; and applied them to no other ufe than the re* 
wardingof merit and courage. 

Among other things, there was found * five thoufand 
quintals of Hermione + purple, the fineft in the world, 
which had been treafuring up there during the fpace oi 
one hundred and ninety years ; notwithftandtng which, 
its beauty and luftre was no ways diminiihed. 

Here likewife was found part of the rarities which 
Xerxes had brought from Greece ; and, among others, 
the brazen ftatues of Harmodius and Ariilogiton, which 
Alexander fent afterwards to Athens, where they were 
ftanding in if Arrian's time. 

The king being refolved to march into Perfia, ap- 
pointed Archelaus governor of the city of Sufa, with a 
garrifbii of three thoufand men ; Mazarus, one of the 
lords of his court, was made governor oi the citadeU 
with a thoufand Macedonian foldiers, who could! not 
follow him by reafon of their great age. He gave the 
government of Sufiana to Abutites. 

He l&it, Darius's mother and children in Sufa, and hav- 
ing received from Macedonia a great quantity of purple 
ftufFs and rich habits, made after the faCbion of the coun- 
try, he prefented them to Syfigambis, together with the 
artificers who had wrought them ; for he paid her every 
kind of honour, and loved her as tenderly as if (he had 

been 

♦ Tlie reader will have an idea of the prodigious value of this, when, 
he is told, that this purple was fold at the rate of an hundred liversa 
pound. The quintal is an hundred weight of Paris. 

+ Hermione was a city uf A r^olis, where the belt purple was dyed. 

if WJjiit Arrian alcribes here to Alexander, in regard to the Itatues of 
Harmodius aiid Arillogiton» is attributed by other hiitoriass to othcx 
prijQces. 
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been his mother. He likewife commanded the mcflen- , 
gers to .tell her, that in cafe ihe fancied thofe fiiiSs, (be 
might make hergrandchildren learn the art pf weaving 
them, by way of amufement ; and to give them as pre- 
fents to whomfoevcr they fhould think proper. At thefc 
words, the tears which fell from her eyes fliewed but too 
evidently how greatly (he was difpleafed with thefe gifts; 
the working in wool being confidered by the Perfian wo** 
men as the higheft ignominy^ Thofe who carried thefe 
prefents, having told the king that Syfigambis was very 
much diflatisfiedy he thought himfelf obliged to make an 
apology for what he had done, an$l admimfter fome cott<* 
folatiou to her. Accordingly, he paid her a vifit, when 
be fpoke thus: " Mother, the fluff in which you fee me 
** clothed^ was not only a gift of ray fillers, but wrought 
" by their fingers. Hence I beg you to believe, thait 
** the cuftom of my country milled me; and do not 
'^ confider that as an infult, which was owing entirely 
*' to ignorance. I believe I have not, as yet, done any 
*• thing which I knew interfered with your manners 
*« and cuiloms. I was told, that among the Perfians it 
" is a fort of crime for a fon to feat himfelf in his mo- 
ther's prefence, without firil obtaining her leave. 
You are fenfible how cautious I have always been in 
this particular ; and that I never fat down, till yon 
had firft laid your commands upon me to do fo. 
'• And every time tliat you was going to fall proftrate 
" before me, lonly alk you, whether I would fufFcrit? 
•' As the higheft teftimony of tlic veneration I havj2 for 
•• you, I always called you by the tender name of mo- 
*' ther, though thk belongs properly to Olympian only, 
" to whom 1 owe my birth.** 

What I have juft now related, may fuggeft two re- 
fle6iionSi both which, in my opinion, are very natural, 
and at the fame time of the utmoft importance. 

Firft, we fee to how great a height the Perfians (fo vain 
and haughty in other refpefts) carried the veneration they 
Slowed their parents. The reader, doubtlefs remembers, 
that Cyrus the Great, in the midft of his coiicjuefts, and 

Uiei 
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ihe moft exalted pitch to which fortune had raifed him, 
would not accept of the advantageous oSer made him hy 
Cyaxares, his uncle, viz, of giving him his daughter in 
marriage, and Media for her dowry, till he had firft ad- 
vifed with his father and moth^, and obtained their 
confent. * Hiflory informs us here, that among the Per- 
fians, a fon never dared to feat himfeif before his mother, 
till he had firft obtained her leave; and that to do other- 
wife was confidered as a crime. Alas! how widely d 
our manners differ from fo excellent an inftkution ? 

Secondly, I difcover, in the fame relation, feveral va- 
luable footfteps of that ha^y firoplicky which prevailed 
in ancient times, when it was the cuficnn for ladies, 
though of the greateft diftinflipn, to employ themfi^lves 
in uleful and lometimes laborious works. £veiy one 
knows what is told us in fcripture to this purpofe coii* 
cerning Rebecca, Rachael^ and feveral others. We read 
in Homer, of princeffes drawing themfelves water from 
fprings; andwaOiing, with their own hands, the linen of 
their refpeftive families. + Here the lifters of Alexan- 
der, that is, the daiight4ers of a powerful prince, are em- 
•ployed in making clothes for their brother. The cele- 
brated Lucretia ufed to fpin in the midft of her female 
attendants. Auguftus, who was fovercign of the world, 
wore, for feveral years together, noother clothes but what 
his wife end fifter^made him. It was a cufiom in the 
northern parts of the world, not many years fmce, for the 
princefs, who then fat upon the throne, to prepare feveral 
of the diflies at every meal. In a word, needle-work, 
the care of domeftic affairs, a ferious and retired life, is 
«the proper funftion of women, and for this they were de- 
figned by Providence. The depravity of the age has in- 
d^ affixed to thefecuftonis> which are very near as old as 
<the creation, an idea ofmeannefs and contempt: but then, 
what has it fubftituted in the room of the harih and vigo- 
rous exercifes which a juft education enabled the fexto 

undertake, 

• Sc^^^itdvos^filuimiHconfpe^ nuHtis mfas tji confidtre^ fiifi cum 
lUafermifit: Q. Curt. • ' 

**^ Mater ^ banc njtftem^ quaM indutusfuMy fircrum nonfilitm ibnimffid 
etiam oJ>af viJet, Q. Curt* 
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undertake, to that laborious and ufeful life which was 
Ipent at home ? A foft indolence, a ftupid idlenefs, fri- 
volous converfations, vain amufements, a ftrong paflion 
for public fliows, and a frantic love of gsmriing. Let 
us compare thofe two charaflers, and then pVonounce 
which of them may juftly boaft its being founded on 
good fenfe, folid judgment, and a tafte for truth and na- 
ture. It muft ncverthelefs, beconfcffed, in honour of 
the fair fex and of our nation, that feveral ladies among 
us, and thofe of the higheft quality, make it not only a 
duty, but a pleafare, to employ themfelves in needle* 
works, not ot a trifling,- but of the moft ufeful kind ; and 
to make part of their furniture with their own hands. I 
alfo might add, that great numbers of thefe adorn their 
minds with agreeable, and, at the fame time, ferious and 
ufeful fiudies. 

Alexander, having taken his leave of Syfigambis, wh© 
now was extremely well fatisfied, arrived on the banks of 
a river, called by the inhabitants Pafi Tigris. * Having 
croffed it with nine thoufand foot and three thoufand 
horfe, confifting of Agrians, as well as of Grecian mer». 
cenaries, and a re-inforcement of three thoufand Thra* 
cians, he entered the conntry of the Uxii. Thi« region 
lies near Sufa arid extends to the frontiers of Perfia; a 
narrow pafs only lying between it and Sufiana. Madatbw 
commanded this province, + This man was not a time- 
ferver, nor a follower of fortune; but faithful to his fa- 
vereign.he refolved to hold out to the laft extremity ; and 
for this purpofe, had withdrawn into his own city, which 
flood in the midft of craggy rocks, and was furrounded 
with precipices. Having been forced from thence, he 
retired into the citadel, whence the befieged fent thirty 
deputies to Alexander, to fue for quarter; which they 
obtained, at laft, bv the interceffion of Syfigambis. The 
king not only paraoned Madathes, who was a near rela- 
tion of that princefs, but likewife fet ail the captives, and 

. ^«f . thofe 

• TJbis river ^HESsrt from the Tigri*. 
+ Haud fani temporum homo : fuifpe ultimata pr9 fdi exftnri iecr'e^ 
verat, ^. Curt. ~ ^ 
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thofe who had furrendered themfelves, at liberty ; permit- 
ted them to enjoy their feverai rights and privileges ; 
would not fuffer the city to be plundered, but let them 
plough their lands without paying any tax or tribute. 
Could Syfigambis have poflibly obtained more from her 
own fon on this occafion^ had he been the vi£lor ? 

The Uxii being fubdued, Alexander gave part oi his 
army to Parmenio, and commanded him to march it 
through the plain; whilfi himfelf,atthehead of his light 
armed-troops, crofTed the mountains, which extend as far 
as Perfia. The fifth day he arrived at the ]xafs of Sufa. 
Ariobarzanes, with four thou fand foot and feven hundred 
horfe, had taken polTeffion of thoferocks which are craggy 
on all (ides, and polled the Barbarians at the fummit, out 
of the reach of arrows. He alfo had built a wal 1 in thofe 
pafles, and encamped his forces under it. As foon as 
Alexander advanced in order to attack him, the Barba- 
rians roiled, from the top of the mountains; (tones of a 
prodigious (ize, which falling from rock to rock, ruQied 
forward with the greater violence, and at once c;'ulhed to 
pieces whole bands of foldiers. The king being very 
much terrified at this fight, commanded a retreat to be 
founded ; and it was with the utmoil grief he faw himfel^ 
•not only (lopped at this pafs, but deprived of all hopes 
of ever being able to force it. 

Whilil he was revolving thefe gloomy thoughts, a 
Grecian prifoner furrendered himfeU to Alexander, with 
a promife to condii£l him to the top of the mountain by 
another way* The king accepted of the offer, when, 
leaving the fuperintendance of the camp and of the army 
to Craterus, he commanded him to cauie a great number 
of fires to be lighted, in order that the Barbarians might 
thereby be more ftrongly induced to believe, that Alexanr 
dcr was there in perfon. After this, taking Come choferj 
troops with him, he fet out, going through all the by- 
way s^ as his guide dire6led. But, befides that thefe paths 
were very craggy, and the rocks fo^flippery^that their feet 
would fcarce (land upon them ; the foldiers were alfo very 
muciidiftrefled bythe fnows which the winds had brought 

6 togetherj 
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together, and which were fohigh, that the men fell into 
them» as into fo many ditches ; and when their comrades 
endeavoured to draw them out they themfelvcs would 
iikewife fink into them ; not to mention, that their fears 
were greatly increafed by the horrors of the night, by 
their being in an unknown country, and conducted by a 
guide, whofe fidelity was doubtful. After having gone 
.through a great number ot difficulties and dangers, they 
at iaft got to the top of the mountain. Then going down, 
they difcovered the enemy's corps-de-garde, and appear- 
ed behind them fword in hand, at a time when they leaft 
expfefled it. Such as made the leaft defence, who were 
but, few, were cut to pieces ; by which means the cries of 
the dying on one fide, and on the other the fright of thofe 
who were flying to their main bodj, fpread fo great a 
terror, that they fled, without ftriking a blow, ^t this 
noifeCraterus advanced, as Alexander had commanded s^ 
his going away, and feifed the pafs, which till thei; ha4 
refined his attacks; and at the fame time, Fhilotas ^d- 
vanced forwards by another way, with Amyntas, Ccenus, 
and Polyfperchon, and broke quite through the Barba* 
rian3, who now were attacked on every fide. The greats 
eft part of them were cut to pieces, and thole who fled» 
fell into precipices. Ariobarzanes, with part of the ca- 
valry, efcaped by flying over the mountains. 

Alexander, from ^an efiefl of the good fortune, which 
conflantly attended him in all his undertakings, having 
extricated himfelf happily out of the dangeir to which he 
wasfo lately expofed, marched immediately towards Per* 
fia. Being on the road he received letters from Tiri- 
dates, governor of Perfepolis, which informed him, that 
the inhabitants of that city, uppn the report of his ad- 
vancing towards him, were deterpiined to plunder Da^ 
rius*s treafures,. with which he was intruAed, ai>d there«* 
fore that it was necefiary for him to make. all the hafte 
imaginable to feife them himfelf; that he had only, the 
* Araxes to ocofs,' after which the road \4fa$ fmooth and 

Vol. VI. H caiy, 
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*^^fv. Atexafti!c?r, Upon this news, leaving his infantiy 
♦behirtd, Wilrched the whole night at the head of his ca- 
vttlty, i/Ait> were -very much haralfcd by the length and 
fwiKnefrof this- march, and pafled the Araxesonabridge, 
Whicfe, by his order, had been built forae days before. 
» filrt , as^he drew near the city, he perceived a large body 
6f inen, who exhibited a memorable example of tbe 
'^i^eaieftmiiery, Thefe were about four thiDtifiirsd Greeks, 
Vftfy faradvanced in years, who, having been madepri- 
-fbnars of war, bad fuffered all the torments wWch the 
^PerfLdtn tyi^anny eduld ii1fli6l» The Ijands of fome had 
"Se^nfeinf off, the iFeet of others;: and others again badJoft 
*h6ir nofes wnd ears rafter which, having iitiprefifed, by 
'flre, barbarous charaBers on their feces, they had the in- 
4i<Hnatiity to^ktc^ tliewi as fo many laughing- (locks, with 
<wtiiil>theiy fpoirtfed perpetually. . They appearedhkefo 
inany ffeidb w* ; rathfer than like men ; fpcech beingalmcft 
%hte bri^y tfiirtg fey 'which they wenre known to.be liicb. 
-A4eJc^b(i^rto«ld'not fcfrjJin trom-tears at this fight; and, 
ds'^lfheyKtrartimbuffyfctefought him to commiferatc ih«ir 
"^'rid^tidn,* he bid thfem;'With the utraofttendcmefs, not 
tt^<tefportd, -and affured them, that they ftiowld again fee 
A^ir wives ^nd eoutkry. This pro^oW, which one 
iWgftt fifppofe (htiuM ttaturat^yhave filled them' wttk 
ioy. perplextfd thertl Very much, various^ opinion^arif- 
•ingW'that bccaffon. •* How wiil k b& poflible (laid 
I'^^ibhieof t^terti) for us ta appear ^publicly brfore all 
^*^€i-feece, in the dreadfnl condition to which weafi'ere- 
^**^^li'd^d; 'a (iondUfdh'ftin more Ihametul than diJTatif- 
-•^^fzlfVory? The beft way to bear mifei^y i$?to conceal 
*V't; anfd'tif>ct>aiitrj'' is fo fWefit to theWretclied, as fo* 
••^ 'litiide,'a^tl an obli>^ion of their paft calamitiesL Be- 
••*^l(d^j'hoW*^vi4! it.be-^offiW'e for us to undcrttke fo 
*' !V!^\^\fpttr AeV ? Driven to a greftt dlflance from 
^''Europe, banifhed to fhc nwft remote part of the eaft, 
** worn' otrt'with age,- and moft of ourlifrtbs tiwiinied, 
*^ can we-pretetid to undergo fetigues^ which hawtt even 
*• -wearied a triumphant arfny ? The only thing that 
" now remains for us, is to hide our mifery, and to end 
<' ourdayi^amX)iig'4^ioCr) whoace.altieadvfoaEGuftonied 

♦*to 
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♦* to our misfortunes." Others, in whom the love of 
their country extinguiihed ail other fenlinients, repre- 
feated, ** That the gods offered rhem what they fhoukl 
**' not even have dared to wifh, viz, their country, their 
*^ wives, their children^ and all thofe things for wfaoie 
^' fake men are fend of life, and defoife death. That 
•* they had long enough borne the fadf yoke of flsivef y^ 
^* and that nothing luLppier could pi;afent itfelf than 
** their being indulged the hHk of going at laft to bveatha 
^* their native air, torefume their ancient manners, laws, 
^* and facrifices, and to die in prefence of their wivses 
•♦ and children;" 

However, tlie former opinion pirevailed ; and accondl** 
ingiy they befought the king to permit them to continue 
k» a country where they had fpent fo many years. He 
granted tbetr vec^ueft, ^wifpvaknied each of them '^ three 
thoufand drachmas ; five men's fuits of clothes, and the 
iame number for women ; two couple of oxen to plough 
their lands, and com to fow them. He commanded the 
governor of the province not to fuffer them to beptio-i 
kfted in any manner, and ordered that they ihonld be free 
from taxes and tributes of every kind, ^uch .beha^viour 
as this was truly royal. It was, indeed, impbffiUe for 
Alexander to reftore them the limbs, of \thich the Per- 
fians had fo cRieUy deprived them; but theq he i^ftored 
thefn to liberty, tranquillity, and a)»undanc€. Thrici 
happy thofe princes, who are afefted with the pleafura 
which arifes from the doing of good afiions, and who 
me4t with pity for the unfortunate! 

Alexafnder, havingcalled together, the next day, the 
generals of his army, reprefewted to them, ♦• Tliat no 
•* city in the world had ever bisert more fatal to the 
*' Greeks than Perfcpolis, the ancient reftdfncc of the 
** Pcf fian monarGhs, and the capital of their «mp if e. 
" For that it was from thence all tliofe mighty annies 
«' poured, which had overflowed' Greece;- and wiheiK:d 
" Dari-u^, aHdafoei^^ds i^erxes, had -carried the jBjc- 
** hrkni df the moft accurfed war, which had laid wafle 

H 2 V all 
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•• all Europe; and therefore that.it was incumbent on 
** them to revenge the manes of their anceftors." It 
Was already abandoned by the Perfians, who all fled 
feparately as fear drove them. Alexander entered it 
with his phalanx, when the viflorious foldiers foon met 
with riches fufficient to fatiate their avarice, and imme- 
diately cut to pieces all thofe who ftill remained in the 
city. However, the king foon put an end to the maffa- 
cre, and pubiiihed an order, by which his foldiers were 
forbid to violate the chaftity of the women. Alexander 
had before pofTefled himfelf, either by force or capitu- 
lation, of a great number of incredibly rich cities; but 
all this was a trifle compared to the treafure he found 
here. The Barbarians had laid up at Perfepolis, as in 
a ftore-houfe, all the wealth of Per&a. Gold and filver 
were never feen here but in heaps, not to mention the 
clothes and furniture of ineftimable value ; for this was 
the feat of luxury. There was found in the treafury 
one hundred and twenty thoufand talents*, which were 
defigned to defray the expence of tl>e war. To this pro- 
digious fum he added + fix thoufand talents, taken irom 
Pefagarda. This was a city which Cyrus had built, 
wherein the kings of Perfia ufed to be crowned. 
. During Alexander's ftay in Perfepolis, a little before 
he fet out upon his march againft Darius, he entertained 
his friends at a banquet, at which the guefls drank to ex- 
cefs. Among the women, who were admitted to it 
xnaiked, was Thais the courtefan, a native of Attica, and 
at that time miftrefs to Ptolemy, who afterwards was 
kingof Egypt. About the end of the feaft, during which 
fhe had ftudioufly endeavoured to praife the king in the 
xnoft artful and delicate manner (a ftratagem too often 
praflifed by women of that charaQer) (he faid, with a 
gay tone of voice, •* That it would be matter of inex- 
** preflible joy to her, were fhe permitted (maflted as 
*• flie then was, and in order to end this feftival nobly) 
*• to burn the magnificent palace of Xerxes, who had 

** burned 
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*^ burned Athens ; andfet it on fire with her own hand, 
in order that it might be faid in all parts of the world, 
that the women, who had followed Alexander in his 
** expedition to Afra, had taken much better vengeance 
** of the Perfians, for the many calamities they had 
** brought upon the Grecians, than all the generals who 
"^ harf fought for them both by fea and land." All the 
guefts applauded the difcourfe; when immediately the 
king rofe.from table (his head being crowned with flow- 
ers) and taking a torch in his hand, he advanced for- 
ward to execute this mighty exploit. The whole com- 
pany follow him^ breaking into loud s^cclamations, and 
afterwards,, finging and dancing; they furround the pa« 
hice. All the reft.of the. Macedonians, at this noife^ 
ran. in crouds, with lighted tapers, and fet fire to every 
part oi'iu However, Alexander was forry, not long 
after, for what^ he had done; and thereupon gave orders 
for. extinguifhingthe fire, but. it was to late. 

As he was naturally very bountiful, his great fuccelTes 
increafed his beneficent dilpofition ; and he accompanied- 
the prefents he made with fuch teftimonies of humanity 
s^nd kin^nefs, am) fo obliging a carriage, as very mucn 
enhanced their merit. He exerted this temper in a 
particular manner towards fifty Macedonian young 
lords, who feryed under him as guards. Olympias his* 
niother, thinking him too profufe, wrote to nira as fol- 
lows: ** I do not blame you (faid (he) for beiag be- 
** n^ficefit towards your friends, for that is aftinglike a 
** king ; but then a medium ought to be obferved mypur 
•' magnificence. You equal them all with kings, and 
** by heaping riches on them, you give them an oppor- 
** tunity of making a great number of friends, of all 
" whom you deprive yourfelf.'* As Ihe often wrote the 
fame advice to him, he always kept her letters very fecret, 
^nd did not (how them to any perfpn; but happening to 
open one of them, and beginnmg to read it, Hephaeftion 
drew near to him, and read it over his flioulder, which 
the king obferving, did not offer to hinder him; but tak- 
ing only the ring from his finger, he put the feal of it 
.... . . upon 
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upon the lips of his favorite, as an admoiiitvni to him 
not to divulge what he had read. 

He ufcd to fend magnificent prefents to his mother; 
but then he vould never let her have any concern in the 
affairs of the gov^nment. She ufed frequently to make 
Teiy fevere complaints upon that account, but tie d'ways 
iubmitted to her ill humour with great mildnefs and pa- 
tience. Antipater having one day wrote a long letter 
againil her, the king, after reading it, replied, '• Anti-i 
*-• pater does not know that one finglc tear flied by a mo- 
** ther, will obliterate ten tl^ioufand fiich letters aGthis." 
Abeliavioar like this, and fuch an anfwer, (bow, at ooe 
and the fzme time, thax Alexander was bodia kind fon 
and an able politician; and that he wa^perfefily fenGfale. 
how dangerous ic would have been, had he inveibed a wo« 
i^a of Olympias's chara3er wiili thefupr^itie authority. 

Sect. X. Darius haves Ecbkitana. He is betrayed a^ 

pat fn rkains by Srffus^ governor of BaS¥i»i The 

ii^h^]' ttpon ^ie^anikr's datantiffg iowarJs^ Ai)9i\jfti^^ 

. afk¥^atftyig covered Dhr^ m'tk'woUfitl»,'^iu> exfnfii^ 

' sejh& mo?nrnis before Akxandtr's afri^at^ 'Htjeftdi^ 
kis torfje to SyJ^amh's. 

•^ A LEXANDER, after he had taken Pe*ir«)oJi8 airf 
■^ Pafagarda, was refolved to purfue llttriu^, ytho 
wes aSrrived by this time at Ecbatana, the ca^uil of Me^ 
#ia. There remained ftiU with thi^ fugit!i<^ prii*ce 
thirty tht)ufand foot, among whom wiere f<i«r tlioulenJ 
Creeks, who were faithful to him to the laft. Bcfidcs 
thcfe he had four thoufand (lingers, and upwards of three 
ti^oufand cavalry, moft of them BaSrians, commanded 
by Beffus, governor of B^ftria. Dafius marched his 
forced a little out of the common road, having ordered 
his baggage to go before them.; thert affembling his prin* 
^ipal officers, he fpoke to them as follows : *' D^ar oortl-' 
** panions, am'otig fo many thoufand men whocompofed 

"my 
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'^ my anny^ you only havenotabando^iednxe during the 
*^ whc3tle courftt of my ill {brtunc; and in a little tixae^ 
*^ nothing; but your fidelity and conftancy wil i be able to 
•« maJce nw fancy inylalf a king. Defcarteriand traitori 
** now govern in my cities ; not dial tfaey are thought 
•' worthy of the honour beftowod oa thorn, but rewards. 
** are given them only in the view of tempting you, and 
•♦ toftaggeryourperfcyerancc. You ftill chofc to follovr 
** my fortune rather than that of the conqueror, for 
" which you xrertainly have merited a recompencc from 
" the gods; and I do not doubt but they will prove be^ 
** neficent tonvards you, in c^e that power is denied 
'^ me. With fuch foldiers and ofiicers I would brave« 
*^ without the leaft dread, the enemy, how formidable 
foever he may be. What! would any one have me. 
furrender myfelf up to the mercy of the conqueror, 
*' and expe^ from him, as a reward of my ba&nefs and* 
•* meannefft of fpirit, the government of fome province* 
•♦which h« may condefoend tJo htam me? -Nc^^-^It 
^ nevief ihM be in the|>Qwer uf anytraaji, either to take 
^away, or fix upon my iiead the diadem Tweai*; ths' 
^ fame* hour ibali put a <pepiod} tio my resgn and LLfe/ 

* if yeru >have all the (ame. caaral|ge ^amL refiakiitifiui, 

* wbtch I can- no nffvys doubt, 1 a&rei mylelf than youi 
t ihall Detain -yottr liberty,- 'Und !not he expofed to thai 
f fsride ^ani infults of the . Macedoniah iL • ¥ tiu ha\e ix^ 

* jwiftr hands the rnean^ either to rerenga oorternyouatei 

* all your evils." Having ended this fpeech, the wholci 
body olfoldiers .relied with ihouiis, that they were re4dy 
to fellow him whitherfocver he 'fhould gpL, and would: 
lke«i the laft dxop of their Uqod in his diefencel . ' ^ ' : > 

Such was thje refoiuoon oiFtbe (bidiery^but Nahar^i 
TOnts, oTfQ of the greateft lords of Perfia, and^en^ral ofi 
tbe'h(M<re, had confpired with BeiTus, general oil cbe &»€<«. 
ttian«, ta commit the blackeft of ail crimes; andithait 
was, to leife upon the perfon of the king, and Uff himi 
in chains; which they might eafi.ly do^ as each of tihenii 
had a gre^ number of ibidiers iii«der hia conunand^ 
Their defign was, if Alexander (hould purfue them, to 

» fecure 
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fecure themfclves, by giving up Darius alive into his* 
liatids; and, in > cafe ^ they efcaped, to murder that 
prince, and afterwards ufurp his crown, and begin a new 
war. Thcfe traiton foon won over the troops, by re-' 
prefenting to tbetn, that they were going to their de-* 
ilru6lion ; that they would foon be crufhed under the 
ruins of an empire, which was juft ready to fall ; at the 
fame time that Baflriana was open to th^m, and ofTered 
them immenfe riches. Tlioiigh thefe praflices were 
carried on very fecietiy, they came however to the ear of 
DariuSt who could luot believe them. Patron, .who com- 
manded the Greeks, intreated him» but in vain, to pitch 
his tent among them, and to truft the guard of his perfon 
to men on whofe fidelity he might depend. Darius could 
not prevail with himfelf to put fo great an affront upon 
the Periians, and therefore made this anfwer : '* That it 
•' would be a lefs affliSion to him to be deceived by,' 
•* than to condemn' them. That he would fuffer the 
•' worft of evils amidfl thofe of his own nation, rather 
" than fcek for fecurity among ftrangers, how faithful 
** and affeftionatc foever he might believe them : and 
•f that he could not but dic^ioo late^ in cafe the Perfian 
V foldiers thought him unworthy of life/* It was not 
long before Dariu& etxperiedced the truth of this coun-^ 
felij for the traitors Tfei fed him, bound him in chains of- 
gold, by way o£ honour, as he was a king, 'and then* 
layifflg him in a covered chariot, they fet out towards* 
BaQfriana. 

"Alexander being arrived at Ecbatana, was informed 
that Darius had left that city five days before. He then 
commanded Parmehio to'lay u^all the treafures of Perfia: 
in the caftle of Ecbatana, under a ftrdng guard which he 
left there. According to * Strabo, thefe treafures 
amounted to an hundred and eighty thoiifand talents 
(abbuJk twenty-feven millions fterling); and, according 
to* Juftin, to ten talents more, (about fifteen hundred 
thoufand. pounds). He ordered him to march aftcrwads 
towards Hyrcania, by the country of the Cadufians^ with 
^ the 

« Strab. 1. XV. p. 741. » Juftin. 1. xii. c, i. 
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theThracians, the foreigners, and the reft of tho cavalry, 
the royal companies excepted. He fent orders to Clitus, 
who uayed behind in Sufa,Avhere he fell fick,j that as 
foon as he was arrived at Ecbatana, he fhould take the ' 
forces which were left in that city, and. come to him 
in Parthia. 

Alexander, with the reft of his.army, purfued Darius,, 
and arrived the eleventh day at * Rhaga, which is a long 
day's journey from the Cafpian ftraits; but Darius 
had already pafTed through them. Alexander now de- 
fpairing to overtake him, what difpatch foever he might . 
make, llayed there five days to reft his forces. He then, 
marched againft the Parthians, and that day pitched his 
camp near the Cafpian ftraits, and palled them the 
next. News was foon brought him, that Darius had 
been feifed by the traitors ; that Beffus had caufed him to- 
be drawn in a chariot, and had fqnt the unhappy monarch 
before, in order to be the fuer of his perfoh; that the 
whole army obeyed that wretch, Artabaz'us and the 
Greeks excepted, who not having a foul bafe enough ta 
confent to fp abominable a deed, and being too weak to 
prevent it, had therefore left the high road, and marched . 
towards the mountains^ 

This, was a frefti motive for him to haftenhis march.. 
The Barbarians at his arrival, were feifed with dread^ 
though the match \vould not have been equal, had Beffus 
been asrefolute for fighting,, as for putting in execution, 
the deteftable aft above-mentionea : for his troops ex- 
ceeded the enemy both in number and ftrength,. and 
were all cool and ready for the combat ; whereas Alex- , 
ander*s troops were quite fatigued with the length of their 
march. Bjut the name and reputation of Alexandier 
(a motive all-powerful in war) filled them with fuch pro- . 
digious terror, that they all fled.. Beffus and his accom- . 
plices being come up with Darius,, they requefted him 
to mount his horfe, and fly from the enqmy,. but he re- 
plied, that the gods were ready to revenge the evils he 
had fuffered ; and befeeching Alexander to do him iuftice, 

H 5 he 

• This is the city mcBtioned ia Tobit iii. 7* 



h6 refufe^ to follow a band of traitors. At tliefe wctri% 
they fell intofucfe a fury, flisit all threw their daYts it him, ' 
and left him covered with wounds. After havifi^ per- 
petrated this horrid crime, they fepatated, in order toreave 
difFefent footftep^ of theif Aight, srnd thereby elude the 
purfuit of the enemy, in cafe he fliould follow therti; of 
at* leaft oblige him to divide his forces. Kfabar^anes 
took the way of Hyrcania, and B'effus that of Baftriana, 
both being followed by a very few horfe-men ; and, as 
the Barbarians were by this means deftitute of leaders, 
they difperfed themfelvei Op and down, as fear or hope 
direfled their fteps. 

After fearching about ift different places, I)arius was 
ai laft found in a folitude, his body run through with 

SearSj lyiiig in a chariot, and drawing near his end* 
owever, he had ftrength enough before he died to Call 
for drink, which a Macedonian, Polyftratus by name, 
brought hirn. He had a Perfian priforier, whom he enfi- 
ptoyed as interjjreter. Daf ius, after drinkitig the li- 
quor that had been given him, turned to the Niacedonian, 
and faid, " That in the deplorable ftate to which he 
*' was reduced, he however ihould ha:ve the coinfort to 
" fpeak to one who coald underftand him, aftd that his 
•* laft words would not be loft. He therefore charged 
^* him to tell Alexander, that he died in hiis debt, though 
" he had never obliged him. That he gave him atnul- 
'• iitude of ihahksfor the gVeat humanity he had t?x- 
** ercifed towards his mother, his wife, aha his ctifldrefi, 
** whofe lives he had not only fpared, but reftor^d them 
^. to their former fplendour. That he befough^ the gods 
•* to give viftory to his arms, and make him monarch 
*• of the unlverfe. That he thought he hte^ not iritreat 
him to revenge the execrable murder cortiftiitted bit 
his perfon, as this was t1ie common caufe of kiwgs*" 
After this, taking Pblyftratus by the han3, *• (five 
"liirn, (faid he) thy hand, as I give thee mine j and 
•* carry him, in my name, the only pledge 1 am ablfc to 
•*;give of ray gratitude and affeftibn/' ' Sayiilg tlndfe 
words, he breatlicd his laft* Alexander coming up a 
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BaoRHUki ^ter, and -fcKin^ Sarius'g body, iie wept bit- 
Iei4y ; w^d, by the ibongeft teftitnaniesigif a(!e£bioA tba^ 
eould be given biro, proved how intimately be was ?£• 
fe£kd wi(b the unbappiAeft of a prince who 4efervetl^ 
better fate. He immediately pulled off his raiJitar^ 
cloak, and threw it en Darias's body; then caixilng it 
to be embalmed, and his coffin to be adorned with a 
roy^il magnificence, he feiU it to Syfigambis, in order 
that it might be interred with the honours ufually paid 
lo the de<:e8d£d Per£aa luoaarchs., and be entombed 
with his cinceftors. 

^ Thtts died Darius, the third year of the i lath Otym^ 
piad» at about fifty years of age, fix of which he ba4 
reigned. He was agemle and pacific prince; his reigi> 
having been unfuUied with injufticeor cruelty, which waa 
owing either to his natural lenity, or to his not having 
had an Cfppojrtunity of afling otherwife, from the per- 
petual war he had carried on againft Alexander <ill.the 
time he had fat upon the throne* In him the Perfian 
empire ended, after having exifted two hundred and nine 
years, computing from the beginning of the reign ot Cyrus 
the Great (the tounder of it] under thirteen kings, viz» 
Cyrus, Cambyfes, Smerdis Magus, Darius fan of Hy- 
Aaipis., Xerxes I. Artaxerxes Lor^gimanus, Xerxes II. 
Sogdianus, Darius Notlius, Artaxerxes Mnemon, Ar^ 

taxerx-es Ochus, Axksy and Darius Codomanus* 

t . 

S£CT. XL Vices zohiehfirfl caufedthe decUnfion^ andat^ 
loft the ruin of the Perfian empire, 

THE death of Darius Codomanus may very jufllV 
be confidered as the aera, but not as the fole cauie 
of the deftruftion of the Perfian monarchy. When we 
take a general view of the hiftory of the kings abov/e- 
fhentioned, and confider with forae attention their dif- 
ferent charaSers and methods of governing, whether in 
peace or war, we eafily perceive that this declenfion was 
prepared at a great diftance, and carried on to its end by 
vi'fu)le fleps which denoted a total tuift. 

We 
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We may declare at firft fiffht, that the declenfion of 
the Perfian empire and its rail, are owing to its origin 
and primitive inftitution. It had been formed by the 
union of two nations, who differed very much in manners 
and inclinations. - The Perfians were a fober, laborious, 
modeft people; but the Medes were wholly devoted to 
pride, luxury, foftnefs and voluptuoufnefs. The exam- 
ple of frugality and fimplicity which Cyrus had fetthem, 
and their being oWiged to be always under arms to gain 
fo many viftories, and fupport themfelves in the midft of 
fo many enemies, prevented thofe vices from fpreading 
for fome time : but after thofe nations had fubjefted all 
things, the fondnefs which the Medes had naturally for 
pleafuresandmagnificence, foon leffenedthe temperance 
of the Perfians, and became, in a little time, the prevail- 
ing tafte of the two nations. 

• Several other caufes confpired to this, Babylon, 
when conquered, intoxicated its viftors with her poi- 
foned cup, and inchanted them with the charms of plea- 
fure. She furnifhed them with fuch minifters and in- 
ftruments, as were adapted to promote luxury, and to 
foment and cheriih delights with art and delicacy : and 
the wealth of the richeft provinces in the world, being 
at the entire difpofal of new fovereigns, they thereby 
were enabled to fatiate all their defires. 

Even Cyrus himfelf, as I obferved elfewhere, contri- 
buted to this, without perceiving the confequence of it ; 
and prepared men*s minds by the fplendid banquet he 
gave, after having ended his conquefts; and when he 
fliewed hinjfelf in the midft of his troops, who had fliared 
in his viflories, with fuch a pomp and oftentation as were 
moft capable of dazzling the eye. He began, by in- 
. fplring them with an admiration for pomp and fliow, 
which they had hitherto defpifed. He ifuggefted tothem, 
that magnificence and riches were worthy of crowning 
the moft glorious exploits, and the end and fruit of them: 
and by thus infpiring his fubjefts with a ftrong defire for 
things they faw fo highly efteemed by a moft aceom- 

6 pliflied 
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pUftied prince, his example.authorifed tliein to abandon 
themfelves to that guft without referve. 

He alfo fpread this evil by his obliging judges, of- 
ficers, and governorsiof provinces, to appear in fplen* 
dour before the people, the better to reprefent the ma* 
jefty of the prince. On one fide, thefe magiftrates and 
commanders eafily miftook thefe ornaments and trap- 
pings oi their employments for the moft effential parts 
of them, endeavouring.to diftinguifh themfelves by no-, 
thing but this glittering outfide : and, on th^ other fide^* 
men of the greateft wealth in .the provinces propofed 
them as fo many patterns for their imitation, and werei 
foon followed • by perfons of moderate fortune, whom 
thofe in the loweft Aations of hfe endeaATOured to equal* 

So many caufes of degeneracy uniting together, and 
being authorifed • publicly, foon deftroyed the ancient 
virtue of the Perfians. They did not iink, like the 
Romans, by imperceptible decays, which had been long 
forefeen and often oppofed. Scarce was Cyrus dead^ 
but there rofe up as it were-another nation, and kings of 
a quite different genius and charafter. Men no longfcr 
difcourfed of that manly, that fevere education which 
was beftowed on the j Perfian youth ; of thofe public* 
fchools of fobriety, patience, and emulation for virtue, 
nor of thofe laborious and warlike exercifes; of all thefe 
there did not remain the fm^Ueft traces : their young men. 
being brought up in fplendour and effeminacy, which; 
they now faw was had in honour, immediately began to» 
defpife the happy fimplicity of their forefathers, and 
formed, in the fpaceof one generation, an entire new 
fet of people, whofe manners, inclinations, and mijixims,, 
were direftiy oppofite to -thofe of ancient times. They 
grew haughty, vain, effejninate, inhuman, and perfidi- 
ous in treaties; and acquired this peculiar charafter, that 
they, of all people, were the mofl abandoned to fplendour^ 
luxury, feafting, and even to drunkennefs; fo that we 
may affirm, that the empire of the Perfians was, almofl 
at its birth, what other empires grew up to throughlength 
of time only, and began where others end. It bore die 

principle 



ftitHafplt of its ^ftni£lion in hs ovm hoiom, aitd tlil» 
internal viceincreafe^^viery iteigfi. 
- Mtardicf unfucce&f uI «;f pedimD&df Dariu|S andXeft es 
againft Scfthia and Greece, the -priftces their fiocceflbrs 
became tnienfible to the smbition c^ making anufuxAs^ 
and^vethemllfclves up a prey ^idkneis and effeminacy: 
they grew c»relefs <rf itoiHtary difciplinc, and fttbftituted 
in tiie place of regular foMie'rs, uRtcred to the toils of war, 
a conrafed fn»kitude of meni wlio w-ere taken by^ force 
out of tbcir refpeftive countries . The reader may have 
obfer\'«d, on rtiore tban one occafion, that the whole 
ftrefigeh) and al'moft the only refource of the Perfian; 
armyi lay in the Greeks in their fervrce: thatthey pro- 
perly depended Ofi ihemonly; and ahvay sisook great <iare 
to oppolc them to the beft troops of the enemy: they 
were tbe only foldien ift Darius^'s ampy/ who performed 
their duty » and continued faithful to hkn to the jafl ; and 
we have fcen thaft Memnon the Rhodian was the Wc 
great general who fought againft Alexander. 

Inftead of choofing fot the eottimand of their forces 
officers of (kill and experience, they ufed to appoint 
perfons *of the greateft quality of every nation, u4iofre- 
^ently had no oth^ merit than their exalted births 
their ridints and credit; and wiio'were diftingiiifhedby 
nothing but the fum{:ftuoi3ffiire£$ of their ibatfs and en- 
terutn;»y«ftts, by the magnificence of thehr equipages, 
and by the crowd with which tiiey were ever furroandM 
ed, 4fi guards, domeftics, eunuchs, and women ; f\rcfc 
an aflemblage, formed mercf^y for \Miin fliow and often-' 
tation, rather than for wailike expeditions, incumbered 
an army (aheady but too numerous) with ufekfsfoJdiers, 
made it flow in its nfiarches and movements by its too 
heavy baggage, and rendered k incapable of fubfifting 
lon^ in a oountry, and of completitig great e&terprife& 
in light of an enemy. 

Thfe Perfian monarchs (hutting themfelves im in tkeir 
palaces, in order to abandon thetif^fdves to plQaiures,aiid 
appieating feldom s^road, placed their whole confidence,. 

and 
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iktii by tfiat fht^ris ill their airtho»iit)% in etrnuchi, to' 
wofxtcrt, to SiVeS; irtdw fl^tciring courtiers, whofe fo?e 
th(^ffh« zhd ehdeaVocfrs ivefe to banHh true mierit,' 
whith ^^as'6fferifire to fhem; to give the revratd* ap- 
poimed forfervic^ tothritOWil creat\n'es; and toen- 
trail the gresia-ft dttj^foytotftits of the ft«te to J«?rfony 
dtvdtei to* their intercRed and ambitteifs views, r^'her 
thati to ftfchwhofe abilities rendered thcTh cajpaWe of 
ferving their country. 

Another' tharafier of fh^ princes, xvhicZi is bpt too 
frequent in that high fphere, contributed v^ty fntich to 
the ruin of the empire. ITicv- were accuftorhefd fr6m. 
therr infancy to hav6 their ears roothed with falfe pfaifes,- 
and the moft extravagafft cOttiplhi^ent^, and to have a 
biind fubmiffioti paid to their will. They Vere educarert 
in fo exaked an idea of their own grandetrr, ai perfuaded; 
them that th^ teft of men were formed merely to ferv^' 
them, and adlnirtifter'tO their pleafures. Theyiireri not. 
taught their duties, nor the maxims of a. wife and good" 
govcmrhent ; the principfe^ by whibh inen' jndge ot fo-' 
lid metit, and are capable of choofing perkwis able to 
govern tinder them. They did not know that they were 
raifed to fover^ign power merely to protipft diehr Tub-' 
jefts and make them happy. They were not made 
fenflble of theexquifite pleafure that monarch feels, who 
is the delight of his fubjefts, and the public fource of 
the felicity of fo vaft an empire, as Cyrus the great had 
been, who was fo dear to his people, that every indi- 
vidual family confidered him as their father, and be- 
wailed his death as a public calamity, So far from this, 
a monarch's grandeur was declared to confift in mak- 
ing himfelf fe«red, and in his being able to gratify all 
his paflions with impunity. 

So ill-judged an education muft neceffarily form either 
weak or vicious princes. They were not able to fuftain 
the weight of fo mighty an empire^ nor to grafp the 
feveral parts of fo extennve and painful an adminiftra- 
tion. Idlenefs, and a love Tor pleafure, made them 
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carelefs, and averfe to bufinefs of every kind ; and they 
facrificed matters of the higheft importance to their vain 
amufements. Some of them were born with fuch 
happy difpofitioiis, xhat they would have become good 
princes,' had they not been enervated by the charms of a 
voluptuous life; and abandoned them&lves to theallure- 
ments of a too defpotic power, and an over-great 
profperky. By flattery, they were rendered incapable 
of liftening, in their councils, to any expreflion de- 
livered whh freedom, or of fufFering the leaft oppofition 
to their wills. 

It is no wonder th^y were not beloved by their fub- 
je£ls, fince their whole ftudy was to aggrandize them- 
felvcs, and ta facrifice all confiderations to that alone, 
Dai'ius, in his misfortunes, was abandoned by the gene- 
rals of his armies, by the governors of his provinces, by 
his ofiicers, . domellics, and fubjefts; and did not find 
any where a fmcere affeftion, nor a real attachment to 
his perfon and intereft. The dazzling fplendour of the 
Perfian monarchy concealed a real weaknefs; an3 this 
unwieldy power, heightened by fo much pomp and 
pride, was abhorred by the people ; fo that this Coloffus^ 
at the very firll blow, fell to the ground*. 
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Sect. XII.' Lacedamonia revolts Jtom the Macedo^* 
nians, with abn'ojl all Peloponnefas . Antipater marches ' 
out on this occafion, dtjeats' the enemy in a battle, in 
zuhich Agis' is ' kitted. \Alexcnider marches againjt 
Bejfus, Thalejlris, queen of the Amazons, comes to' 
to vifit him Jrctrti; a Jar country, Alexander^ at his ' 
return from Pdrthia, abandons himfelf to pleafure and' 
excefs. He continues his' march towards Beffttsl A^ 
pretended confpiracy of'fhilotas agaifjjl the, king, He^ ^ 
and PhrmemO' his'faiher, are put to ' death, \ Alexan-' 
der fubdues fever al natibns. He at laft arrives in ^ 
Ba&riana, whither Beffus is brought him. 

• • • ^ 

* "^T7"HILST things pafled in Afia, as we have 
^^ ' feen, fome tumults broke out in Greece and ; 
Macedonia. Memnon, whoni Alexander liad fent'into 
Thrace; having revolted there, and thereby drawn the ' 
forces of Ahtijpater on that fide; the Laredaihonians 
thought this a proper opportunity to thfbw off the Mace- ' 
donian yoke, and engaged almoft all Peloporinefus in* 
their defign. Upon this ftews, Antipater,* after having » 
fettled to the beft of his power the affairs of Thrace^ 
returned with the ut moft ^xpeditiortitito Greece, whence * 
he immediately difpatched couriers, in order to grve^ 
Alexander an account of thefe feveral tranfaftioiis. A»* 
foon as. Antipater was ^ dome up with theenemy^, he^re- 
folved to venture a battlfe!. Thi Lacedaemoriiail army ^ 
confifted of no more than twenty thoufand foot, and twd 
thoufand horfe, under the comniand of Agis their king; ' 
whereas th^tofAhtjpater was twic6 that number. Agis, * 
in order to make tlie fuperiority of numbers of ho effeft; ^ 
had made choice of a narrow fjitot of gi^oimd; ^ ^h€ ^ 
battle began with great vigour, each' party ''endeiavotiring- 
to fignalife themfcjlves in an extraordinary rriaiincr, for' 
the honour of their refpeftive countries ; the one fired ' 
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that the foMiers, toa nian« would obey him, presided he 
would addrefs himfeif to them in tender expreflions^ He 
promifed to do it. The circumftance which had given 
occafton to this faMe report, was, his having di^anded 
fome Grecian foidiers, after rewarding them in a very 
bountiful manned; fo that the Macedonians imagined 
they alfo were to fight np more. 

Alexander having furamoned the army, made the 
fcillowing fpeech : *- I am not furprifed, O foidiers, 
" if, after the mighty things we have hitherto per- 
** formed, you ihoutd be fariated with glory, and have 
*,*" no other views but eafe and repofe. I will not now 
*'-*' enumerate the \'arious nations we have conquered. 
*■'■ We have fubdued more provinces, than others have 
t^ cities* ' Could I perfuade myfelf, that our cbnquefts 
*-' were well fecured, over nations, who were fo foon 
^ overdoiae, 1 'would tbittk as^you'do (for I would not 
*^ diifemble my thoughts) and would make all the hafte 
**i imaginable to reviut my houfehold-gods^ my mother, 
*-'! my lifters, and my fubjefk, and enjoy in the :midft of 
*^ mytcovmiry the glory 1 have abtjutred'tn concert witl;i 
** you«> But this glory will all vanifh very foony if we 
" do not putthe laft hand tothe work:. ' Doyoil imagine, 
?^ that fa many natioi^f^accuftomed to other fovereigns,. 
*.*> and who have no manner of fimilitudetauseithenin 
•* tlieirreligon, manners, . or .language, werfe entirely 
* *{ fubdued the moment ' they were con quered ;* < and thi 
*tithey will not take up arms, in cafe wcireturn back 
* withfo, much precipitatioii ? What will beodme of 
Vithe reft who ftill remain unconque^ed?*How^ fhall 
*'; we leave bur viftory • imperfeft*^ merely foir want of 
^^ coQirage ! But thatwliich touches, me. much more; 
^•fliall we/fuffer tlie deteftable orime of BeiTus to go 
^•unpuoiihcid?: Can you bear to: fee the fceptce of 
\*' Darius. in. the. fanguinary hands of thaimonfter, who^ 
after having loaded him with chains, as a captive, at 
laft aflaffmated his fovereign, in order to deprive us of 
the glory of faving him? As for myfelf, I fhall not 
' be eafy till I fee that infamous wretch hanging on a 
• '^ • - . '^ gibbet^ 
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** gibbet, there to pay; to all kings and nations of the 
earth, the juil puniihrnept due to his execrable crime* 
I do not know whether I am miftaken ; but methinks 
I read his fentence of death in your countenances ; 
** and that, the anger which fparkles in your eyes, de- 
*' clares you will foon imbrue your hands in that 
*' traitor'^ blood." . . 

The foldiers would not Aifier Alexander to proceed; 
but clappingth'eir hands, they. all cried aloud, that they 
were ready to follow wherever he would lead them. All 
the fpeeches of this prince generally produced this ef« 
feQ. . In how defponding a condition Ibever they might 
be, one fingle word ftom him revived their courage in 
^n inftant, and infpired them with that martial alacrity 
and ardour, which appeared always in his face. The 
king, taking advantage of this favourable difpofition of 
the whole army, croifed Parthia, and in three days ar-. 
rived 01^ the frontiers of Hyrcania, which fubmitted to 
his arms. He afterwards fubdued the Mardiiy the Arii^ 
the Dranga^ the Arachofii^ and feveral other nations, 
into which his army marched, with greater fpeed than 
people generally travel. He. frequently w;ou}d purfue 
an enemy forivhole days and. nights .together, almoll 
without iuffering his troops to take any reft, ^y this 
prodigious rapidity, he csMiie unawares upon nations who 
thought him at a great diftance, apd fubdued them be« 
fore they had time to put themfelves in a pofture of 
defence. Under this iipage Daniel the prophet ihadowed 
Alexander many ages betore his birth, by reprefenting 
him as a panther, a leopar<i, and a goat, who rufhed 
forward with fo much fwiftnefs, that bis feet feemed 
not to touch the ground. 

* Nabarzanes, one of Beffus's accomplices, who 
had written before to Alexander, came and furrendered 
himfelf, upon promife of a pardon, when he heard that 
he was arrived at Zadracarta, the capital of Hyrcania ; 
and, aitiong other prefents, brought him Bagoas the 

eunuch^ 
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isunuch) ivbo aftierwards gained as great an afcenjant 
over Alexander, as before aver t>arius. 
• At the fame time arrived Tbaleftris, queen of the 
Amazons. A violent define of feeing Alexander had 
ptx>mpted that princefs to leave her dominions, and 
travel through a great number of countries to gratify her 
curiofity. Being come pretty near hi« camp« (he fcnt 
word that a c^u^en wis come to> vUtt hitip; and that>Qie 
had a^rodigiou^ inclinatioiltocitkivattfhis^cqaaiBtancei 
and accordin|;]y^was«irrived w4lhi«kalittl^ diftancefpom 
that place. A^Hand<erli«^ingttstiirned her a favoorable 
anfwef , (he commanded her train to ftop, and heiielf 
came forward with three hundred vromcn; and the mo* 
Incnt (he perceived the king; (he leaped from her horfe^ 
having two lances in her right \^nd% The drefc the 
Amazons ufed to wear, did not qmtetwf^r th« body; 
for their bofom being uncovered on the left (ide, every 
other part of their body was hid ; their gowns beir^ 
tucked up- with a knot, and fodefeeilded no farther than 
the knee. They prefervcd their right breaft to fuckle 
their female offsj)ring, but uJed to burn the left, that 
they nDij^ht be (he batter enabled to bend the how and 
thn)w thedart, whence they were called ♦ Ama^^ns. 

Thakftris tlooked upon the kin-g without difcovering 
the Icaft fign of ttdmiration, and furvcying hiia atten- 
tively, did not think hisftature artfwwableio his fisimc; 
ifor the Barbarians are very much ftruck with arm^efiic 
air, arid think thofe on-ly capable of mighty atchicve- 
ments , on whom nature has beftowed bojd i ty advantages . 
She did not fdruple to t-cU Wm, that the chief motive of 
her journey was to- have pofterity by him ; adding, that 
(he was worthy of giving heirs to his empire. Alex- 
ander, upon this requeft, was obliged to m^ke (bme 
ftay in this place ; after which Thakftris returned to her 

kingdom, 

• This is a GrceH word fignifying* 'without hreafts. 
f Ifttcrrito vuttu regem ThaUjiris intuebatur ^hdhltum ejus bauJ^uafvam 
t t ^um famve parem ocuUs perlufirans. Quippe omnibus harbMis in corpo» 
turn majcjfate •veneratio eji ; magnorumqut operum non alios capaces putant^ 

fuam ^uos €ximia /p€cU donare nutttra di^^^a^^ Q. Curt. lib. vi. 
cay. 5. 
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-kingdom, and the king imo the province iohabi^^d by 
the rarthians. Tl^is ftory, and whatever i& related of 
the Amazons, h looked upon hy fome very judicious 
authors, as entirely fabulous* 

* Alexander devoted himfelf afterwards wholly to 
his paffions, changing, into pride and debauch tlie mode- 
ration and continence for which he had liitherto hepn lb 
.greatly admired ; virtues fo very neceffajy in ^n exialted 
.flatioaof ]ife» and in the mid£t of a feries of profperitie$. 
-He. now was- no longer tl^e jfame.maQ. Thoueh he was 
invincihie, with regard tathe.dangers and toils of war. 
he was far atlierwife with refpeS to the charms of eafe. 
The iaftant be emoyed a Uttle repofe^ he abandoned 
himfelf to fenfuality; and he, whom the 9rms of the 
Perfians could not conquer, fell avi&im to their vices. 
Notbij^ was .now lobe feeo but gimmes, parties of plea- 
iui!e3, women, aad exceOive^eaiting, ii^ which he uXed 
to r£vel whole days aiid njghts* . Kot fatisfied with the 
huflopoS) and the performers on inilrumental miiiiq, 
whom he had bxoi^ght with him out.. of. Greece,.. he 
obliged the captive women, whpm he, carried along with 
hrm, to fing.fo^gs after tlie manner of their country^ 
He happened, among theie women, to perceive one who 
appeared in deeper a£Si£^on than the reil, and who, by 
z^ti^odcft^ and ^ the fap:)e.tim& a noble confufion, dilr- 
covered agpeater reIu£Uncethan theothe^s^ to appear in 
public. . She wasa.peEfe£l beauty, which ^as very much 
heightened by her baflifulnefs, whilftflie threw her eyes 
to* the groun4, ^^A ^^^ ^^ ^ ^^ power to conceal ner 
face. The king foon imagined by her air and mien thajt 
Ihe was not of vulgar birth j and inquiring himfelf int9 
k, the lady aniwere^* tb4t;*lhe was grand-daughter to 
Ochus, who mot long before had Iwayed the PerCstn 
fceptre, and daughter of his fon ; that me had married 
llyftafpes, who was related to Darius, and general of ft 
^eat army. Alexander being touched with compaflion, 
whein he heard the unhappy fate of a princefs of the blood 
royat^-and tibe fad condition to which Oa^ .w«s reduced^ 

not 

, « Q. Curt, iitw vuMpk. 6. 
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rot only ffave her liberty, but returned all her poflef- 
lions ; and caufed her huiband to be fought for, in 
ord^r that fhe might be reftored to him, ' • 

This prince was naturally of fo tender and humane a 
^ifpofition, as made hJm fenfible of the alfliSion of 
perfons in the loweft condition. * A poor Macedo- 
nian was one day leading before him a mule, laden with 
gold for the king's ufe ; the beaft being fo tired that he 
was not able either to go on or fuftain the load, the 
mule-driver took it up and carried it, but with great 
difficulty, a confiderable way. Alexander, feeing him 
juft fmkin? under his burthen, and going to throw it on 
the ground, in order to eafehimfelf, cried out, " Friend, 
do not be weary yet ; try and carry it quite through to 
•thy tent, for it is all thy own." 

• Alexander, in a very difficult march through bar- 
ren places, at the head ot a fmall body of horfc, when 
he purfued Darius, met fome Maceaonians who were 
carrying water in goat-fkins upon mules. ^Thefe Ma- 
cedonians perceiving their prince was almofl parched 
with thirft, occafioned by the raging heat (the fun being 
then at the meridian) immediately filled a helmet with 
water, and were running to prefent him with it : Alex- 
ander aflcing to whom they were carrying all that water, 
they replied," We were going to csrry it to our children, 
lut do not let your majefty be uneafy, for if your life is 
but faved, we fhall get children enough, in cafe we 
(hould lofe thefe." At thefe words Alexander takes the 
helmet, and looking quite round him, tie faw all his 
horfemen lianging down their heads, and with eyes fixed 
earneftly on the liquor he held, 'fwallow it, as it were, 
with their glances; upon which he returned it, with 
thanks, to thofe who offered it him, and did not drink fo 
much as a tingle drop, but cried, " There is not enough 
for my whole company; and (hould I drink alone, it 
would make the refl be thirftier, and they will quite die 
away," The officers, who were on horfeback round him, 
jftruck in the moft fenfible manner with his wonderful 

, temperance 

^ Plut. in Alex. p. 687. < IWd. 
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temperance and magnanimity .-intreateii faim,with fliaiit% 
to carry them wherever he thought fit, and not fpare 
them in any manner; that now they were not in tht 
leatt tired, ndr felt the lead thirft; and that as long at 
they ihould be commanded by fuch a king, they could 
not think themfelves mortal men. 

Such fentiments as thefe, which arife &om a generous 
and tender difpofition^ refle£l a greater honour on a 
prince than^the greateft viQories and conquefts. Had 
Alexander always cheriihed them, he would juftly have 
merited the title of Great; but a too glorious and un^ 
interrupted feries of profperity^.whick is too heavy for 
mortals to fu&ain, infenfibiy effaced them from his mind# 
and made him forget that he was man: for now, con* 
temning the cuftoms of his own country, as no longef 
worthy the fovereign of the univerfe, he laid afide thf' 
drefs, the manners, and way of life of the Macedoniatt 
monarchs; looking upon them as too plain and fimple^ 
and derogatory to his grandeur. He even went fo far a$ 
to imitate the pomp of the Perfian kings, in that verj 
circumftance in which they feemed to equal themfelvei 
to the ffods; I mean, by requiring thofe who had con* 
quered nations to fall proftiate at his feet, and pay hint 
a kind of homage which became only flaves. He had 
turned his palace intii^a fcragKo, filling it with three 
hundred and fixty concubines,(the fame number asDarius 
kept) and with bands of eunuchs, of all mankind the 
moft infamous. Not fatisfied vrith wearing a Perfian 
robe himfelf, he alfo obliged his generals, his friends* 
and all the grandees of his court, tQ put on the fame 
drefs, which gave them the greateft mortification, not 
one of them however daring to fpeak againft this inno- 
vation, or contradift the prmce in any manner^ 

The veteran foldicrs, who had fought under Philip, 
not having the lead idea of fenfiiality, inveighed pub- 
Jicly againft this prodigious luxury, and the, numerous 
vices which the army had learned in Sufa and Ecbatana^ 
The foldiers would frequently exprefc themfelves in ih^ 
f<iJlowing terms : •* That they had loft moict by vlaary 
Vol. Vi. I " than 
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/» t1«m'th«y h«d giiincd: ^that -as tfoe Macedonians had 
■••'tlius affnfticrf the manners and cuftoms of foreigner^, 
*•* they might prc^jcrly be faid to be conquered. That 
-** fecrcfore the only benefit they fhould reap from 
'•4heirJohgtlbfenee, wonld be, to return back into 
** their country in the hibit of Barbarians ; that Alex- 
** ander was afbttmed of, and defpifed them; that he 
•** chofe to refemWe the vanquiflied rather than the vic- 
*• torioils ; ttnd ^hat he, who before had been king of 
*' Macedonia, was now become one of Darius's lifcotie. 
** nsims.** 

The king was not ignorant of the difcontent which 
^g'ned both in his court atidarmy, and endeavoured to 
i»c€dv^tfceefteihi -and friendlhip of both by his benefi- 
yff^iW ; 'but ♦ ffiavety , though purchafed at ever fo high a 
WIe, matA tteeftflarily be odious to freebom men. fk 
%h€t\if^^ thought, that-the fafeft tcmedv would be to 
^ l |i toy ^fhcm, and for (hat purpofe fed them againft 
S<ft(lbs« But-as the urmy was encntribered whh booty 
l^ttdahOfetefstmittof baggage, that he cotild Tcarce move, 
*e fi#ft <?aufed -all his own baggage to be carrfed'ittto a 
great fq«afe, attdrften^ards that of the army (fuch things 
^xtepHd as wiftre abfohiteiy neceffary ) ; then Ordered the 
^holcto be carried from thi^ncfe in cartstoa'lai]gephiin; 
1BV5ery one was injgreatpriji to^know the meaning of all 
this; bi>t after he bad fetit away the horfes, he himfelf 
^«t kit to his own things, and commattded every one to 
(oi(oW his^xam)[>{e. Upon this the Macedonians lighted 
*ip'«he^fi#e with their bwn tends, and birrnt the rich 
fpbils ihey^had purchafed with their Hood, and often 
fotcrf o^t if the midft of the flames. Such a faerifice 
mitft certainly have been made with the utmoft reluc- 
tance; but the example the king fet them fiJenced all 
their complaints, and they feemed lefs affefted at the 
lofs of tbeir baggage, than at their neglcft of military 
difciplitie. A Jhoit fpeedi the king made^ foothed all 
their uneafinefs ; and, being rtow more able to «xert 
themfeWes hereifter, they fet out with joy, and marched 

towards 

♦ Sed^ ut opi/ior, iibtrh prct'um fc^vUutls i/igratum efi, Q. Cuet. 



OF AI^«XAN9m« t7t 

tovratfds B^SkmM* in :tbis n«r^ tb^ mict with 6iU 
ficulues which.w^ttM btaye qtiiie damped. any one butf 
Alexander; but noihiog coii)d ddtuoili^s foul, or check 
his progrefs; for .he ^ut the ftrpngeft confidence in his 
good fprtHne, which: indeed tie vtei* {orfook thai hero, but 
<9;(tr)c«ied him £ootn ^ thiw&wl perils. Wherein one 
Vfould h^Ve mtinallr fufl^Qfed (b«Hh himfelf and hit 
mmy muft have pevithtd. 

. ^ fitosg grrivfi^ «9oiigi^ JQr«^#,.a ilanger td 
Whiihbe badrnel bcieu aceuftomed, gayehim very great 
uneafinefs; and this was, the report of jiconfpiracy that 
¥f9ii'b>rmtisig^&:)ns perfon. ^Ooe iDyinnus, a man 
oi'fuo figure at rcotirt,. was Ihe. contriver of' this treafon ; 
lundthe-meitive of it :was, iam& priv^e difguA which 
he ;faiid iieccived* > He hdA cormminicatedtliistfxficrable 
dej|^ io ayoong tpao« Nicdmaohus iry.<a^e« iyho>ne-t 
veaicd it to Cebadinus, his brother. The latter imihe* 
diaiely wliifpered itto.PhilotaSyearneftiy entreating him 
to acqtiaint the king with it, becaiiJe every moment was 
of the-'titmofi coiiieqitefice^ aad that- tke confpirators 
wiere to cxeaute the horrid deed in Ihree dUys» Philotai,- 
alter lappiaudifig hist fidelity ,wsiited immediately up^itl>e 
kmg, and difcoilr&ld ph a gneat variety of fubjefls but 
%vithoot;takiDg'the^aft notice of the plot. In the even, 
ing* Cehalinus imeetinff hitfi as he was coming but, and 
a&ing urbetherihehad dooie as requeAed, heanfwered, 
that he had not found an opportunity of mentioning it 
to bis majefty, and went away. The iM^it day thi« 
young man went up to him as be was 'going into the 
palace, and conjured him not to forget what he had told 
him the.day before* Philotas replied, that lie* would be 
ue.n ot to forget it i and however did not perform his 
promife. This made Cebalinns fufpe£l him; and fear- 
ing, that in cafe tlie confpiraoy ihould be difoovered by 
any other perfon, his filence would be interpreted a& cri- 
minal, he thcrefoiJC got another perfon to difclofe it f0 
Alexander. Tjic prince having heard the whole ivam 

I 2 Cebaltnm 

« 

f D'lotl. 1. xvii, p. 550, 55 r. Q. Curt. I. vi. c. 7, 11. & I. vit. c* 
r^ ^. -Arrian. 1, iii. p. 141, 142, Plut^in Alex. p. 692, 693. 
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CebaHims hTmfel'f, and told how many times he had 
coiy^uredPhiiotastoacqiiaint him with it,firft command- 
ed Oymnus to be brought before him. The latter gueff- 
ing upon what account he was^ent for by the king, ran 
himfelf through with his fwbrd; but the guards having 
prevented thi« wretch from -completing the -deed, he 
was carried to the palace. The king aiked him why 
he thought Philos^as more worthy than be wais of the 
kingdom of Macedoh ? btiit he was quite fpeecjtlefs : To 
that, after fetching a deep figh, he turned his head 
afide, and breathed his laft. 

;. The kin^ afterwards fent for Philotas, andMpeaking 
to him rhavmg firft commanded everyone to withdraw) 
he aiked whether Cebalinus had really urged him feveral 
times to tell him o^a plot which was carrying on s^ainft 
him. Philotas, without difcovering the leaft contulion 
in his countenance, confeiTed ingenuoufly that he had; 
but made his apology, by faying, that the perfon who 
had whifpered this^ did not appear to him worthy of the 
lead creoit. He coniefied, however, that Dymnus's 
death plainly (bowed he hadafled very imprudently, in 
concealing lo long a defign of fo black a nature : upon 
which, acknowledging his fault, .he fell at the king's 
feet: which he embraced, and befought him to confioer 
his pafl; life, rather than the fault he had now commit- 
ted, which did not proceed from any bad defign, hut 
from the fear he was under of alarming, very unfea- 
fonably, the. king, (hould he communicate a defign, 
which he really fuppofed was without foundation* It 
is no eafy matter to (ay, whether Alexander believed 
what Philotas faid, or only diflembled his anger. But 
however this be, he gave him his hand, in token of re- 
conciliation ; and told him, that he was perfuaded he 
bad defptfed, rather than concealed the afiair. 

Philotas was both envied and hated by a great number 
•f courtiers; and indeed it was hardly poflible itfliould 
be otherwife, becaufe none of them was more familiar 
with the king, or more efleemed by him. Infiead of 
feftening and moderating the ludre of the diftinguiOied 

f4.vour 
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favour he enjoyed, by an air of fweetnefs and humanity ; 
he feeraed, on the contrary, to endeavour nothing fo 
much as to excite the envy of others, byaffeaingafiliy 
pride, which generally difolayed itfelf in his drefs, h'li 
tetinjae, his equipage, and his table; and ftill morefo'; 
by the haughty airs he affumed, which made him univerw 
faily bated. Parmenio, his father, difgufted at his lofty- 
behaviour^ faidone day to him, * My /on, make thyjelf 
kfs. The ftrongeft fenfe is couclied underthefe words ; 
and it .is evident, that the man wlto uttered them, was 
perfeftly acquainted with the genius of courts. He Uffed 
often to give Philotas advice to this cffeft; bttt too ex- 
alted a profperity is apt to make men both deaf alnd 
blind; and they canaot perfuade themfelves, that favour^ 
which is eftabliflied on fo feemingly foHd a foundation » 
can.ever change; the contrary of which" Philotas found 
to his forrow. 

^ His former condu6l, with regard :to Alexahd^&h 
had given the latter juft reafon to complain of him ; for 
he ufcd to take the liberty to fpeak difrefpeflfully of tho 
king, and applaud himfelf in the moil haughty terms. 
Opening one day his heart to a woman, Antigona by 
name, with whom be was in love, 'he began t6 boaft, 
in a very infolent manner, his father's fervices and his 
own: •" What would Philip (faid he) have been, 
•• had it^not been for Parmenio ? and what would A- 
" lexander be, were it not for Philotas ?* what would 
" be<iome of his pretended divinity and his father Am- 
** oion, ihould we undertakje to fcxpofe this fiftion?'* 
AU thefe things were repeated to Alexander, and An* 
^igona berfelf made oath, that fu'ch words had been 
fpoken. The king had neverthelefs takein no notice of 
all this, nor fo r^uch as once let drop the leaft word^ 
which (bowed his refentmfcnt upon thir. oQc^fion, when- 
ever he was moft intoxicated with liquor; he had not fo 
much as hinted it to his friends, nor even tb.H^phaeilion^ 
from whom he fcarce.con[cealed any tjhirig. But tlM 

.* H A crim* 
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crime PhilcftEff was novraccufedof^. recalled to his me- 
mory the difguft he had formerly entertained. 

Tnimediateiy after theconverfationhehad.withPbi- 

lotas, he held a council compdfed of his chief confidents. 

Craterus, for whom Akxartder had a- great cSteam^ and 

wfa4) envied PhiJotasthe i&ore upon that very accounf, 

looked u|>on> rhis as a very happy occaiiotl for fupplant« 

iiig his rival. Concealing therefore his hacrcd^ under a 

fpeaiotts pttetence of zeal, he fu^efted to the king, 

«' Tlie apprehenfions he might jimly be under, both 

*• frtJirt PhilotaK himfeif, becaule iticrcy is not apt to 

«<^ ^ork any change in a heart, which could be corrupt 

^» eneu^th t<> entertain fo detefbble a crime; and from 

««^ PaMneiibt httr father, who, faid he^ will' nererbd 

<< 'db\6 to bear thcthbughi^of hissowinjf his ibn^s life w 

t^ tfhe: kii)rg*2; cltmenc-fi Some ^benehcial a£^ a^e: ib 

«* great, that they become a burden to thofe" on wbottl 

*« mey m^e cOTiferrcd^: ftir which rcaOn they do alF in 

•f» their po^er to cr»«e them^frofn their memoiry; And 

>"» funhei^ who can affure ui^, th«: both fAxiKV and -fon 

•* i»fe not etig^gtdf in ttte confpiracy'i^ when ^ prixwe't 

» Iffo ii in' danger, ev^ry tht«^'i« of in^ipfMrtaoce;^ and 

»< M things, et€n to* dhe fligmefl! fufpicions^ are fo 

*« niany proofs. Can- \^e conceive^ i« poflfible, that a 

M fav)»onrite,onwlvomhisrtive#eign basbeftowedthd tnoft 

** (hiAingYnarks of hi^benelrcence, (honid brc^lifiiand 

<^ n^nttifrurtfed, v^rh h\» being told- an affair of fuch 

*f inighty iti^portance ? But we are coM, t&aft this deSgA 

«• w«s c<&riittianicated by young people, wh<$ deferved 

•« irefy little* credit. Wherefore then did he keep them 

f* iAf UifpeAd^^ tfro dats^ ad if he reaily believed what 

>< i^y fold- him, and uiil promvfed dtem thait he would 

•* reVeal^ the Whple affiiir to the king i*^ Who docs not 

•< fee, that he did thi^ merely to prevent their having 

«« accefd by another vmyto hi< majeftjr ? Sir (conti- 

♦» nued he) It iineceflfaPy, for yon* own lake and that of 

^ i\^ ftateKf<^ili^ to put Philwiais to th^ tonrtffire: in «rder 

^ to force from his own mouth an account of this piot, 

«* and the feveral perfons who are his accomplices in it." 

This 



Tbl$ being the opinion of all the .members of the comi** 
cil, the king came into it. He then difmiffed the af«« 
fembly, having firft enjoined them fecrocy; and th* 
better to conceal his refolution, gave orders for, t}ie 
army's marching the next day, andeven invited Phiip^ 
tas.to fupper with him* 

In the beginning of the night, various; parties .of; 
guards having been polled in the feveral places necef*. 
lary, fome entered the tent of Philotas, who was then iib 
a deep fleep: when ftarting from his {lumbers, a^ they* 
were putting manacles on his hands, he cried, "'Alas !' 
** my fovepeign, the inveter«^y of my enemies ha^ god 
•* the better of your gogdncfs," After thisj^ they co- 
vered his, face, wA buought hi^nJo the^ palace withop^ 
uttejDi^)^ a^finglie wo«d- The i^ext m^rnu^g^ the M^e«« 
di^nian^ iMco^idiag ta <«> .Qr4sr pul>Iiihed: fgi? that pun*. 
PQfe« aao^e thither und^^ arms,, beiog ^hoMt ii^ thpi^I^Qd-i 
lt.wa«- a very anQient; cuAora for tbe arosy, inxV^aK-tiijas^ 
to ti^k^ CQgniz^nce of capital crimen;. aiJd. in tijji^s o5 
pea^e^ fp^tbq je^le tp.do fp^fo ^^ the prin<;e had!^ 
pQwer QH. thef^^ occafi^fl;!.. i*J|lef& ^ f^n^^ijcw, ,\^^re 
eiven t€i i^ by the Qopfoj^ of ofiu^ oi^ tb^ip k^djj^St ^ £^4 
the king was forced, to b^yq reqpi^fe. t^ ,^ pjsjf^aj^b^ 
Iiefbre he employed his s^ijithprity. 

yiril^ the body gf Dymnus was brc^ugbt oi^; yerj} 
few then prefent knpwiag either wha^ h/s hsid doi^e^ oi; 
hqw \m came by hi& de»th« After^r^rdK th^ kjij^g cafn^ 
iniG. tbealTimbly ; aa ai^of fgri^owappeailingiAhi^ ^oua-> 
^n^OjCCs^as wella& in hi^ wbole court, efvfesy one w^it^^ 
with impatience the ifi^e of this glpqmy fceoe. A^lex*^ 
^i^er continued a lon^ tim.e with hi^ eyes caft on the 
ground ; but at laft, haymg recov^ed hi^ fpirits, he mad^ 
the following fpeech: *' Inarrawly efcaped, O fcldiers, 
*' being torn from you, by the treajchery af a foiall num- 
•* ber of wretches; but by the providence aijd m^rqy of 
•* the gods, I now ag^iiii appear before you aliye: and I 
•* protefi to you, that nothing encourages me more t9 
" proceed againil the tr4itQrs, than thefighjt of this al^^n^^ 

** bly, 

^ NiAiip9^^af regum valehat^ nijt prlus VMluiJfet au3mtasu Q^ CunT^ 
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•• bly, whofe lives arc much dearer to me tjiahmyown ; 
•■. for I defire to live for your fakes only ; and the greateft 
** happinefs I fliould find in living (not to fay the only 
'* one) would be the pleafurej fhall receive, in having it 
•* once in my power to reward the fervices of fo many 
•• brave men to whom I owe all things." Here he was 
interrupted by the cries and groans of the foldiers, who all 
burft into tears. •• Alas ! how will vou behave, when I" 
•* fliall name theperfons who formed fo execrable an at- 
•* tenapt ? I myfclf cannot think of it without fhudder- 
•• ing. They, on whom I have been moft lavifli of my 
" kindneffcs; on "whom I had beftowed the. greateft 
** marks of friendlhip ; in whom I had put my whole 
•• confidence, and in whofe breafts I lodged my greateft 

•* fecrets Parmeuio and Philotas." At thefe names' 

all the foldiers gazed one upon the other not daring to be- 
Keve their eyes or ears, nor any thing they faw or heard. 
Then Nicomachus, Metton, and Cebalinus, were fcnt 
for, who made the feveral depofitions of what they 
knew> But as not one of them charged Philotas with 
engaging in the plot, the whole^ affembly, being feifed 
with a trouble and confufion eafier conceived than ex- 
preffed, continued in a fad and gloomy filence, 

Philotas was then brought in, his hands tied behind 
him, and his head covered with a coarfe, worn-t)ttt piece 
©f cloth. How fliocking a fight was this ! Loft to him- 
felf, he did not dare to look ilp, or open his lips ; but the 
tears ftreaming/rom his eyes, he fainted awaym the arms 
of the man who held him. As the ftanders by wiped off 
the tears in which his face was bathed, recovering his 
fpirits and his voice by infenfible degrees, he feemed de- 
Crous of fpeaking. The king then told him, that he 
fhould be judged by the Macedonians, and withdrew. 
Philotas might havejuftified himfelf very eafily: for not 
one of the witneffes, and thofe who had been put on the 
rack, had accufed him of being an accomplice m theplot* 
Dymnus, who firft formed it, had not named him to any 
of the confpirators ; and had Philotas been concerned in 
it, and the ring- leader, a; was pretended, Dymnus would 

certainly 
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certainiyiiave named him, at the head of all the reft» in 

order to engage them the more ftrongly. Had Philotatf 

been confcious tohimfelf of- guilt in this particular, as 

he was fenfible that Cebalinus, who knew the whol^» 

fought earneftly to acquaint the king of it, is it any v^ays 

probable, that he could have-lain quiet tw© days together; 

9vitboutbnce endeavouring>Jeithe# to difpatch Cebaliftus, 

or to put his dark defign in execution ? which He niight 

-very eafily have done. Philotas fetthefe proofs, and a 

^reat many more, in the ftrongeft light ; atttl did not omit 

to mention the reafons which had made him defpife 

the information that had been given' him, as ^roundlefs 

and imaginary. Then direfting, on a fudden,, hirafetf 

to Alexanderr, as if he had been prfefent, " O king(fay^ 

," he,) wberefoever you maybe^'* (Ibr it*i« thought Alejtf- 

ander heard all that pafled from behii^d a.cu)'t^iri) ** if 

•' I have committed a- fault in not acquainting you with 

*' what I heard, I confefled it to you -and you pardoned 

*• me* You^ave me your royal hand a&-i a pledge of 

"this;- and you did me the honour to adY^it ifte at yotlr 

•• table. If you believed me, I am innocent ; it you 

*• pardoned me I am> cleared: I refer all this to your 

•• own judgment. What new crime h^ve I committed 

** fince ? I Was in a deep Beep whe»my enemies waked 

" me, and loaded me with chains. Is it natural for a 

** man, who is confcious tKat he is> guilty of the moft 

•• horrid of all crimes, to be thus cafy and undifturbed ? 

" The innocence of my own confcienoe and tke pro- 

•* mife you*" majefty made me, gave mjr foul this calm* 

•* Do not let the enty of my enemies prevai4 over your 

•* clemency and juftice]*'»- '., • • i^ ** 

The Fewlt of this affetnbly was, that Philotai flioufd 
be put oh the rack. Theperfonswhoprefided onthit 
occafion were his moft inveterate enemies, artd theyma^Ie 
bimfuffer^very kuidof torture. -^ Philotas at firft, dif<*6r 
veredthe utmoftrefolutionand ftrerigthof mind; thetor- 
mepts he fuffered not being able to force from him a fiwgle, 
word, nor even fo mboh as a figh; But at laftj conquei^d 
by pain, he cohfcffcd himfelf tabe guilty, namcdievci^l 

1 5 accomplices, 
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»€ccniplke$vat)>d even«ceu(ed hi$(>wa^iier. IVnext 

iwyn tnt anfwers of Philotas were r«a4 in full ailembly# 

he hitefelf being prefent. Upon the whole, he wai 

unanimoufly fentenc^d to diq;.iiQme<tia(ely after which 

he was ftofKid^ according to the cuftom of Macedonia, 

y-ith (ome other of ttie ponfpirators. 

. They alfo judged ai the fame time, and put to death, 

I^ynceftes Alexander ^ who had he^n found guilty of con^ 

/piring the death of the king, and kept three years in prifon. 

The condemnation of Philotas brought on thatof Par^ 

4licr>io : whether, it tvere that Alexander really believed 

him guilty^ or was^ afraid of 4fae Safehar iiow he had put 

the hn to death, Polydamus, one of the locds of the 

.court, was appointed to fee the execution performed. 

JHe had been one of Parmenio's nx>ft intimate friends, 

if we may five that name to courtiers, who affefl only 

.their own fortunes. This was the very reafon of his 

being nominated, becaufe no ope could fufpeQ that he 

was fent with any fuch orders agatnft Parmeiiio. He 

therefore fet out for Mjsdia, where that general com- 

cinanded the a^my» and was entruflied with the king's 

treafures, which amoutited to an hundred and fourfcore 

(tbouland talents, about twenty millions fterlir^. Alex^ 

jander had gi^en him feveral letters for Cleander the 

J king's lieuteiiaDll in the province ; atid £or the principal 

officers. Tyto were for ParmehiO; one of them from 

• Alexander, and the other fealed with Philotas's feal, as 

, if he had bi?en alive, .to prevent the father from harbbur- 

^ ing the leaft fuipjcion. Pplydamus was but eleven days 

,ia hi^ journey icaadaligi^ed. in the night-time at Clean- 

der^s. After having taken all the f^recalutions neceflary, 

I they went together,., with ^:great number of attendants 

^tp meet Parmenid,. who at this time was walking in a 

park of his o>^». The moment Polydamus fpiedThim, 

^ibocgb at a great diilance^ he.i^an toembmce him with 

.an air of the Utmoftjoy; and after coxtiplimeiMfo, inter- 

liuxsed with the ftroDgeft indicationa of friend{hip» had 

J palTed oa both^ fides, he gave him Alexaftder's letter. In 

> the opening i^, he aik^ him whal the king wa» doing; 

' : to 
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to vAich Polyiamxi^ replied, that h^. would know by Uif 
niajefty's letter. ParmenUs after peruGiig U| &td a« 
follows; '* The king is preparing to march againft fh^ 
•' ArachcRu How glonous a prince is this, who will 
*/ not funer himfelf to take a moment's reft ! However^ 
*' he ought to be a little tepckr of bimfelf, i^pw he h^i^ 
** acquired fo much ^lory." He afterwards opened the 
letter which was wntten in Philotas's name; and, by 
his countenance, ieemed pleafed with the contents of it^ 
At diat very inftmt Oleander thruft a dagger into hi« 
fide, then made another thrud in his throat ; and thQ 
reft gave him feveral wounds, even after Jhe was dead* 

Thus this great man ended his Jife; a man illuftriou^ 
both in peace and war; who bad performed many glori«^ 
ous a£lions without the king, whereas the king had never 
aitchieved anything confpicuous, butin concert witbPar<^ 
menio. Hewas aperfonofgreatabilitiesandexecution} 
was very dear to the grandees, and much more fo to tb9 
officers and foldiers, who repofed the higheft confidence 
in him ; and looked upon themfelves as aiTured of vic^ 
tory when he was at their hes^i, fo firjffily they relied pii 
his capacity an4 good fortune* H^ was |hen threefcorf 
and ten years pf age ; and haid always f^rved bis fove^ 
reign' with inviolable fidelity and zeal, fgr which he wa^ 
very ill rewarded; his fon and himfelf having been {>u( 
to death, merely on a flight fufpicion, uni^forced witb 
any. real proofs which neverth^lefs obliterated in a mp^ 
ment all the great fervices both had done tb^ir coi^ntry^ 

^ Alexander was fepfible, th^t fuch cruel execMtjbnf 
iniffht alienate the aflfeSiio;^ of the troops, of yrhich h^ 
had a proof, by the letters they ieot in^o M^^ecionia* 
which were intercepted by his order ; concluding there* 
fore that it would be proper for him to fepara^e^irom tb^ 
reft of the army, fucn bidiers as had moft diftingiiiflied 
themfelves by their murmurs and complaints, leijt their 
feditious difcourfes {hould fpread the liime fpiiit/of dijt 
content,, hefprmed a feparate Jjody of thefe, tl^e coi?>r 

« 

• >A. M. 3S75. Ant. }. C. -32^. Arrkn.' 1. Hi. p, 143, 148. (J, 
€iMt. 1. vu. c. 3—5. Diod. 1. xvii. p.. s^a, 554. 



l8d THE HISTORY 

mand of which he gave to Lebnidas ; this kind of ig- 
nominy being the only punifliment he inflifled on them. 
But they were fo ftrongly afiFeSed with it, that they en- 
deavoured to wipe out the difgrace it brought upon 
them, by a bravery, a fidelity, and an obedience, which 
they obferved ever afterwards. 

To prevent the ill confequences that might arife frcm 
this fecret difcontent, Alexander fet out upon his mafch, 
and continued to purfue Beffus ; on which occafion he 
expofed himfelf to great ha^dfliips and dangers. After 
having pafled through Drangania, Arachofia, and the 
country of the Arimafpi, where all things fubmitted td 
his arms, he arrived at a mountain, called Paropamifu^ 
(a part of Caucafus) where his army underwent inexpref- 
fible fatigues, through wearinefs, thirft, cold, ana the 
fnows, which killed a great number of his' foldiers. BefTus 
laid wafle all the country that lay between him and Mount 
Caucafus, in order that the want of provifions and forage 
might deprive Alexander of an opportunity of purfuing 
him. He indeed fuffered very much, but nothing could 
check his vigour. After making his army repofc for 
fome time at Draj^faca, he advanced towards Aornos 
and Badra, the two ftrongeil cities of Ba^lriana, and 
took them both. At Alexander's approach, about feven 
or eight thoufand Baftrians, who till then had adhered 
Yery firmly to Beflus, abandoned him to a man, and re- 
tired each to his refpeftive home. Beflus, at the head of 
the fmall number of forces who continued faithful 
to him, pafled the river Oxus, burnt all the boats he 
Ijimfelf made ufe of, to prevent Alexander from croff- 
#ng it, and withdrew to Nautacus,' a city of Sogdiana, 
^lly determined to raife a new army there. Alexander, 
however, did not give him time to do this ; and not 
meeting with trees or timber fufiicient for the building 
df bbats and rafts, or floats of timber, he. fupplied the 
want of thefe by diftributing to his foldiers a great 
nuniber of (kins^ ftuflfed with ftraw, and fuch like dry 
and tight materials ; which laying under them in the 
water, they crolfedtbe river inth^ manner; thofewho 

went 
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went over firft, drawing tip in battle-array, whilft their 
comrades were coming after them. In this manner his 
whole army pafled over in fix days. * ^ 

Whilft thefe things were doing, Spitamenes, who 
was Beflus's chief confident, formed a confpiracy 
ag^nft him, in concert with two more of Ijis principal 
officers. Having feifed his perfon, they put him in 
chains, forced his diadetn from his head, tore to pieces 
the royal tdbe of Darius he had put on, and fent hitir 
on hbrfeback, in order to give him up to Alexander., 

That prince arrived at a little city inhabited by the 
Branchiae. ' Thefe were th« defcendants' of a family 
who had diveU in Miletus, and Xerxes, at his return from 
Greece, hid formerly fcntMnto Upper Afia; Where he 
had fettled them in a very^flourifliing condition, in re- 
turn f6r their having delivered up tohini the treafuredf 
the temple called Didymfacin, with which they had been 
entrufled. Thefe received the king with the nigheft de- 
monftrations of joy, and furreridered both tjiemfelvcs 
and their city to him. Alexander ferit for fudh Mile- 
fians as wer^ in his army, who prefcrved an hereditary 
hatred igainft the BrahckiJai becaufe of the treachery 
of their anceftors. , He then left them the choice, either 
of revengiifg the*injqry they 'had foriperly done thc'mi 
or of Dardcming them in confider^ion of their commoii 
extraaion. ' The Milefians being fb much divided. io, 
opinion, that they could not agree among themfelves, 
Alexandeir undertook * the dectfibn himfelf . Accord- * 
ingly thfe next day he commanded his phalanx' to fur- 
round the city ; and a fignal being given, they were or- 
dered to plunder tliat abode of traitors, and put every 
one of them to the fword, which inhuman order was 
executed with the fame barbarity as it had been given. 
All the citizens, at the very time that they were going to 
pay homage to Alexander, were murthered in the ftreets 
and in their houfes ; no manner of regard being had to 
their cries and tears, nor the leaft dinin£lion made ofi 
a^e or fex. They even pulled up the very foundations 
oT the walls^ in order that not the leaft traces of that 
6 city 
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city migbt reauin. But of what crimes were thefe Hi- 
nted citizens guilty ? Were they refponfiblc for thofe 
their fathers had committed upwards of one buqdred 
^d fifty years before? I do not know whether hiftory 
furnifbes anothar example of fo brutsd and firastic ^ 
cruelty, 

A httle after Beffus was brought to Alexander, not 
oxxly bound, but Aark naked, opitamenes held him by 
a chain, which went round his neck ; aad it waa difficuk 
to fay, whether that objeA was more agreeable to the 
Barbarians or tbje Macedonians. In. prefenting him to 
t^e king, he faid thefe words : '* I have, at laft, re» 
V venged both you and Darius, my kings and mafter^* 
*' I bring you a wretdi who aflaiunate<r his fovereign, 
** and who is now treated in thefi^me manner as htm" 
** felf gave the firft example of* Alas ! why cannot 
!« Dftrius himfclf fee this fpeSacle !" Alexander, after 
having greatly applauded Spitamenes, turned about to 
Beffus, and fpoke thus : *^ Thou furely rniail have been 
•* infpired with the rage and fury of a tyger, otherwifc 
*^ thou wouldeft not have dared to load a king,, from 
*' y^m thpu badift. received (b many inftances of ia* 
^Vvgur, with chains, and afterwards murder him! Be- 
•• gone from my %ht, thou monster of crueity and 
••, perfidioufnefs." The king faid iia.more^. but fend- 
ing for Oxajtres, Darius'^ brother,' He gave Beflus to 
him^ in order that he might fufier all the i^gnominy he 
delerved; fufpendins however his execution, tliat he 
mights be Judged v^ tEegeoeral ^flejpbly of t|ieperfiaas» 
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SacT. Xlli. AkMnder^. ^fur iahing a gre^ many 
cities in BaSriaMk, builds cm near tM riUr Iaxarthc4» 
tt)hich he caiU by his own name. V^e Scythians^ alarmed 
Ai th€ building of this aty^ as it would be a check up09^ 
ikemt fend amb^adors to the king^ TU>ho addfef$ themr- 

\ JUt^s to him wuh uncommon freedo^n. J^ier havif^ 
dijmjlfed them^ he f^ojts the laxarthes, gains a Jjgml 
vtdo^ eiver tie SiyihianSs and behaves zvith kumanitv 
t^iwards the vanqni/hed^ Ha checAs and punifhes the 
infyrredion of the Sogdiahs^ fends Beffus to Ecbaf^fiyt 
to be put io wUhr andtahas.the city of Peira^ vhkb 
t>as thought impr<gnable- 

• » . < • *^ 

* A LEXANDER, mf^iableof vi(^oryafkil:€0fiK[ii«Af» 
•f^.iUU marched forw$urd in f<^arch of n^w nlitiotis 
wtipfPibe 0ight fubdue, .Aft^r recruiiing hU cavajxyt 
which had fufFered very mwh by their long and dan- 
g6it>u8 nwfdies, be'adyanced to the * laxarthc^* 

Nt)t f^r from thi& riv«f tbe Barbarian^i ruibtfsgfiHl- 
dealy from tlieir vntountaios^ catne and attackjod Alex- 
ander's forces, aikdshavingicarxied off; a «reat number j^f 
«pftfonifers, thev letired to tbeir lurking holes, in which 
were Hfttniy tbouf^uid, who fought witli. bows and fiiog^* 
The king went tind befiqged them ia perfon, a0<i be'mg 
one of the forenioA in the attack, lie was fliot with aii 
arrow in the bokie of his leg, and the iron- point ftujck 
in the woutid^ The Macedonians, who were greatly 
alarmed and aili&ed, carried him off imniediately, fet 
not lb fecretjy, .but the Barbarians knew of it.; . foe tfaviy 
£iw« from. the t0p of the iiio»ii(ain« every dbiing.ih^;wvis 
doin^ belowt . The ncsxt day thejr feat ambaibdarA-to 
the king» who ordered them t^ be immediately bit>tifdit 
in» when taking off the bandage which covered liis 

wouad. 
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hi the CiUpm fea, but ia the Poutus £uxm«9» and isnow called the 
Dan. 
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wound, he fliowcd them his leg, but did liot tell them 
how much he had been hart. Thefe affured Km, that 
as foon as they heard of his being wounded,^ they v?^re 
as tnuch affli^ed ^s the Macedonians could poffibly foe; 
and that had it been poffible for them to find the perfon 

•who had (hotthatarrow, they would have delivered him 
up to Alexander ; that none but im{5ious Wretches would 
Wiqp^e War a^inft the gods : in a word, that being van- 
quiflied by his unparalleled bravery, they Surrendered 
themfelves to him, with the nations who followed them. 
The king, having engaged his faith to them, and taken 

•back his prifoixers, accepted of their homage. 

After this he fet out upon his niarch, and getting into 
a litter, a inreat difpute arofe between the horfe and foot 

^yMHf fii6o\at^Tty it, each of tbof^b bodies pretending that 

^this honour Belonged to them only : and there was no 

f way of reconciling them, hut by giving o.rders that they 

-ihould carry it in their turns. 

From hence he got, tlie fourth day, to Maracanda, a 

-very confiderable city, and' capttaV of Sogdiana^ which 
1)6 took ; ' and after leaving a corifiderable garrifon there, 

'he hiiftitSLnd laid wafteall theplains^^ . > 

There «came an embaify' to him from the*" Abian 

• Scythians, who from the death of Cyrus had lived free 
and independent : thefe fubmitted to Alexander. They 
were conftdered as the moft equitable of all the Barba- 
rians ; never making wanbut to defend themfelves; and 
$e liberty eftabliihed among them, and which they no 
ays abufed, removed all diftinflion, and equalled the 
niiean^fl;amiong them with the greateft. A love of po- 

' verty and juftice was their peculiar cbarafleriftic^ and 

' en^ed them to live happy together without wanting 

' either^kings or laws. Alexander received them kindly, 
and fent one of his cUef courtiers to take a view of 

.. their country, and even of the Scythians who inhabit 
beyond tbe Cimmerian Bofphorus, 

He had marked out a fpot of ground proper for building 

- a city on the river laxarthes, in order to curb the nations 

he 

^ Abii 5cyth9&« 



he had already cortqiieret!, and thoK heitrtended W 
fubdue. But this defign was retarded by the; rebellion 
©f the Sogdians, which was Toon after followed by that! 
6f the Baftrians. Ale?3cander dirpatch^d-^Spitamenes,. 
who had delivered ujS Bclfusinto his i>ands, beheving 
him a very fit perfon to bring them back to ' their •allei* 
giance; but he himfelf had been chiefly inftrumerital 
ni this infurreftion. The king gi"eatly furprifed at this 
treachery, was determined to take vengeance of hitp in 
%he moft fignal manner. He then marched to Cyro- 
polis, and befieged it. This was the laft city of the 
Perfian empire, and had been huilt by Cyrus, after 
whofe hame it was called. At the fame tiinc hfe fent 
Craterus, with two mdreof his general officcrs.to beCege 
the city of the Mtmdceni^ to whom fifty troopers were 
fent, to defire them to fue- for Alexander's clemency/ 
Thefe met with a very kind reception at firft, but in the 
night-time they were all cut to pieces. Alexander had 
relolyed to fpare Cyropolis, purely for the fake of Cy- 
rus; for, of all the monarchs' who* had reigned ovet* 
ihefe nations, therewere none he admired more thaW 
this king and Semiramis, becaufethey had furpaffediH 
the reft in courage and glorious a£lions: He theteforef 
offered very advantageous conditions to the befiegedy 
but they were fo blindly obftinate as to rejcft them/ 
and that even- with pride and infolence ; upk>n which 
he ftormed their city, abandoning the plunder of if 
to his foldidrsj and raifed it to the'veiy foundations. 
From hence he went to the other city which Craterus- 
was befieging. No piace ever made a more vicorous' 
defence ; for Alexander loft his beft foldiers before it,' 
and was himfelf expofed to very great danger; a ftonte- 
ftriking him with fo much violence on the head, that it 
deprived him of his fenfes. The whole army indeed' 
thought him dead^ whicli threw them into tears : butr 
this prince, whom no danger or difappointmerit coul<if 
deprefs, puftied on the fiege with greater vigour than 
betore, the inftant he recovered, without ftaying till' 
his wound was healed^ anger adding frefli fuel to his 

natural 
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i^ural acdour. Having therefore canfed the waH to be 
fapped, he made a large breach in it, and entered the 
city, which he burnt to the ground, and put all the in* 
habitaoU totlie fword. Several other cities met with, 
tJielajBe fate. Thia wa$ a third rebellion of the Sog-^ 
dians, who would not be quiet, though Alexander had 

Jardoned them twice before. They loil above an hun-« 
red and twenty thoufand men in thefe difierent iieges. 
The king afterwards fent Menedemus with three thou^ 
fand foot and eight hundred horfe to Maraf^nda* 
whence Spitamenes had drove the Macedonian gar« 
xifon, and f})ut himfelf up there. 
< With reg^d, to himfelf, he returned back and; en.* 
camped oii.Uie laxartJb^s, where he furxo.unded- widi 
waU& tjie whoje fpot of growid whii;h\hi&.army baii cg^ 
yered„ aad ismilt ^city on it, cQAUining/L^ty * furlongs 
ia^ circujBfcp-«nce« which; he alCa called Akxandria;^ 
)p\'ing;befortf buil.Lfeveral «£that name. He caufed thi9 
workmen to make Aickdifpatch, tliaiuxlcfs tlian twent)f 
^y;&.the. ramparts werc^ rat&d,,aad the hpufe$ buil( ; ad4 
i,Bi4ep4 there, \Ma&-,a gxeat emiil«aion among the. D9ldier.l1 
^jli<pi fl^ouldget his; work dpiu:: fooni^fi^-every qo« of thextk 
having had his portion, allotted him : And to people \m 
new city^ he ranfomed all the. prifoners he could meet 
witlx, fettled feveral Macedonians there who w^e. wooai 
(flit io the fervice, and permitted many natives* o£ the 
country, at their own requeft, to inhabit it* 

j&ot the king of thofe Scythians, who live oa tbe otbe« 
fide of f^he laxarthes, feeing that this city, built oa the 
river, was. a kind of yoke to them,, they fent a great body 
of (bldiers to demoliih it, and to drive the Macedonia'ns 
ta a greater diilance. Alexander, who had nodefign of 
attacking the Scythians, finding them make feveral in^ 
curfions^ even in his fight, in a very infolent manner, 
was very much perplexed; efpecially when advice wa3 
brought hun ^t the fame time, that the body of troops 
he had orde/ed to Maracanda, had been all, a very few 
excepted^ cut to pieces. Such a number of obftacles 

would 
* Three leagues. 
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the Sogdians had taken up^rms, ajid theBa6iriai|s.alfa; 
hi* army \va$ haraffed by the Scythians; he hiinfelf was 
brought ib low, that he was not able to ftaod up^-ri^t; 
to mount on horfebagk, to fpcak tQ his force^^ ^o^ give 
a fingle order; To incieafe his^ afflidion, her found hts 
army no ways mclioed to attempt* thepafibge of the 
rivqr in fi^ of the enemyi who wer«^ drawQ tip iti 
battle-arr^y. The king continued ''in the utmoft per*- 
plexity all. night long; however, his courage furmoumad 
all things. Being told that the aufpiceft were n^t pro^ 
pidousy he forced the foothiayeri t<> f^thftitme favoMi*^ 
abl^ oAQi in their Aead, The cfe)! begirtoiiig to Iweak; 
be puc o» his et>ai,(^' it^h anflr!i)kewed hbnielfitift the 
follAier$.,_whO:hl>(^^>ot^ feen hil»ifli*c^ the )aA wwttdr be 
had received. Thefe held the king insfuc'Vii<<gh ymntt 
rdti^nii that o'hly'hi^^ridreijiQeliinnmiiaid.)! roxooAsed* all 
theii: fears, fo £bat they iihdd' teavs of joy, and wenk)Utiai 
Ai«SH>afiy and paid hint their reipe^b;; imii^atin^hiAl 
te-le^id ^hezn agaipit tllfe, ^d^eray, ag^i^A wttiOflD^rtb^ 
heforci hni r^fufed^ to marehv They iw^ri^ 'fiiprbafd 
at the rafj^ Qv floata, thai in thr«e My^' iimt they had 
ft^de. twelve thouiaitd;. and.alfopi^pared.a.gjf^eat sunlt- 
b^of fkins^ for thau: purpofe^ • : • ' . , . > * 

As ev^ry thing was ready £of the^marcK feveral'Scy^ 
ihiaii anabaflador^^ arrived, to the number of twenty; 
according to the euAom of their coumty,. who all code 
through the camps defiri-ng to? Ipeak with the king; 
Alexander having, fent £or them into hi» ttol, de&red 
thesd to fit down. Xhey gaz0di atteifttiveity upon him a 
iongtiiade, without fpeaking a* finek ward, boingp Very 
pr^aMy! fiirpri^^d (as they formed ajudgmentpli men 
from their air and fl^uiire) to find that this did sot.an* 
fwer the high idea tbey entertained. : of liim froitthil 
fatlie.' The oldeft oF the ambafTadors made this fpeecb, 
which, as Quintus Curtius relates it, is pretty long; 
however, as it i& very curioti^, I IhaU .pi;efept my rea- 
der with the greatef); part of it. 'f 

** Had the' gods given thee a body proportionable to 



•* thy aitibftmri, ' the whole univerfe would have beerf 

•* too little for thee. With one hand thou wouldell 

•* touch thi eaft, and with the other the weft; and not 

' ?* fatisfied with this, thou wouldeft follow the fun, and 

** know where he hides himfeif. Such as thou art, 

•* thou yet afpireft after what it will be impoflible for 

*• thee to flfttaia. Thou croffeft over from Europe into 

t* Afiav and when thou fcak have fubdued all the race 

•^ of men, thou then wilt make war againft rivers, fo^ 

*• refls, and wild beafts. Doft thou «ot know, that tall 

** trees are many year* a growing, but may be tore up 

•*iinao hour's time ; that the lion fervcs fometimes for 

T* food to the fmalleft birds j that iron, though fo very 

' *^ ha»d, is confumed by ruft; in a word, that there is 

^*nb^ng fo ftrongi which may not be deftroyed by the 

"•* weaken thing? 

i •• What have we to do with thee ? . We never fct 

i* foot in thy country. May not thofe who inhabit 

.** woods, be allowed to live without knowing who thou 

*^ aft, and whence thou comeft ? We will neither com- 

." mand over, nor fubmit to any mssi. And that thou 

^*- mayeft be fehfible what kind of people the Scythians 

•*. are, know, that w^ received from heaven, as a rich 

•* prefent, a yoke of oxen, a plough-fhare, a dartj^ a 

^••javelin, and a cup. Thefe we make ufe of, both with 

.** our friends, and againft our enemies. To our friends 

•** we give corn, which we procure by the labour of our 

** oxen ; with them we offer wine to the gods in our 

•* cup: and with regard to our enemies, we combat 

.** them at a diftance with our arrows,, and near at hand 

^ with oiir javelins. *It is with thefe we formerly 

*^ conquered the moft warlike nations, fubdued the moft 

•• powerful kings, laid wafte all Afia, and opened our- 

** ichfes a way into the heart of Egypt. ' 

' ** But 

•'ThJs is to be underftood of the famous irruption of tht Scyfhians, 
who advanced as far as Egypt, and poffcffod themfirtves of Upper Afia, 
for twenty -eight years. Sec thelecond volume of thi^ work, iathc 
"Hiftory of the Any rians. 1 have not followed Q: Curtiu:* literally 
IR this place, his lenfc being pretty muchembarraUed. 
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** But thou, who boafteft thy coming to extirpate 
♦^ robbers, thou thyfelf art the grcateft robber upon 
*• earth- Thou haft plundered alj nations thou over- 
♦' cameft. Thou haft poflefled thyfelf of Lydia, jn- 
f* vaded Syria, Berfia^ and Ba6Vriana; tboii art forming 
^* a defign to march as far as India, and thou now comeft 
**' hither to feife upon our herds df cattle. The great 
^f.pbfleffions thou haft, onty make thee covet mon^ 
** eagerly what thou haft not. Doft thou not (ee boW 
** long the Bafirians have checked thy progrefs ? Whilft 
** thou art rubduing'thefe, the Sogdians revolt, and vic^ 
'' tory is id thee only the ioccafion of war. 

** rafs but the! iaxarthes, and thou wilt behold thtg 
** great extent of our pbins. It will be. in vain fof 
** thee to purfue the Scythians : and I defy thee ever td 
1* overuke them. Our poverty will be more BBiivt 
** than thy army, laden ivith the fpoils of fo many 
*' nations ; and, when, thou ihalt fancy us at a great 
** diftance, thou wilt fee us ruih fuddenfy on thy camp; 
*' for we purfue, and fly from our enemies, with equal 
** fpeed. I am informed thatthe Greeks fpeak jeftingly 
** of the Scythian foliiudes, and that they are even 
** become a proverb ; but we are fonder of our defartis^ 
*^ than of thy great cities and fruitful plains. Let me 
•* obferve to thee, that fortune is flippery ; hold her 
** faft therefore, for fear (he Ihould efcape thee. Put 
" a curb to thy felicity, if thou defireft to continue in 
*• pofleflion ot it. 

'* If thou art a god, thou oughteft to do good to mor- 
*^ tals, and not deprive them of their pofleffions : if 
" thou art a mere man, refle£l always on what thou art. 
'* They whom thou (halt not moleft, will be thy true 
** friends ; the flrongeft friendfliips being contra£led 
•' between equals ; and tbey are efteemed equals, who> 
** have not tried their ftrength againft each other: but 
** do not iniagine, that thofe whom thou cohquereft cad 
" love thee ; for there is no fuch thing as friendfliip 
^* between a mafter and his flave, and a forced peace is 
" foon followed by a war* 

"Ta 
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** Tioxeadude, ^do-not £anc]r:t3iatthe5cythian8 \frill 
♦• uke^n oath in their concluding an alliance. The 
" only:oath amongithein, is to keen their word withouf 
*' fwisaring. Such cautions as thete do indeed become 
*' <jt«eks, iviM»fignLtheir treaties, smd call upon the|[od$ 
V-I»wtiiefs:thflm; bi^ wititcegandto us, our religtoti 
** confiAi in .being fiacere« krai in keeping the pmmifo 
^f-ma bavermadfi* That uaaat .who is not aOiamcd ^td 
*';teeik his,i«Qiid«\v3tbjumenyis hotlafhamedof deceiving 
V- the 4;odl; and tyf wbat.d& oanld friends he to the'd 
^' Whiani thou couldeit^ n6t tscuA? Confided that we will 
*' guard both:.Europe andjAfiajforitbee.. We extend 
f* ias iar aii Ifarace, andive srb tdd, Itbdb this country 
*.\;isinoot^aMi5 to* Macedonia^ Xhexiver IdXsaxkci 
t^too^^r, aimdds us fiom :Ba£lriana. Ttins weare^thy 
M.noighboDrsDnUoth fides. TCoi(fider;.tfaerdroFe, Afhei 
**ii)cr iboa mrilt havens far iriends, or cneraies.'' 

3^be Baikinan fpolLc thus : ito whom the king roadi^ 
but a ver^^'fliort anfwer ; *' Thatite M^nld take advantage 
both oflhis Qwn^giood fortune, and of' their counfel; of 
bisgood' £ortQne,!by.(Bili'oaaitinuiiig torcly upon it ;^and 
•f. their xounfel, by not a;ttempting any thing raftily." 
Having liiimifftd the aiBhafladors; his army embacbed 
on: the Tafu, ' which by this time wer& got ready. In tiie 
fmnt,:be placed fucli as carried bucklers, and raade tbeili 
bveel down, the better to fecitre thenvfeives from th^ 
aiTQvrs .of the. enemy. .Behind thefe 'were thofe who 
worked the machines for difcharging arrows and ilones; 
Cfwsercd on^U fides with foldiers, armed cap^a-pee. 
The xelt who followed the engines, had their Uueldi^ 
fiff«d tojijetfaer' over their heads, inform of atartoife,'by 
w^htch they. defended the failors who wore coi^ets.* 
The like order and di^ofition was oUerved in the^ 
otter rafts tor Boats which carried the horfe. 

The army foiAd great dtfficuity in crofling. Every 
thing oon^rcd to intimf date them; the. clsmour and* 

cooifufion, 

* Jmrando gratiam Scytbas fancirt ne crtfUJerh .* e^»dp JSdem jiuriwf.' 
Cumcorftm ifta cautio efi, qui aSIa Sonfignat^ & deos Invocant : nos religionem 
n^ fp/ajul* Hovimus, Qui noH revtrcntur bomi?iei,/allunt deos, Q. C vki . 
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ironTuliori, that are mfeparabic from fuch an enterpriz^* 
the rapidity of the ftreara, which carried away er^ry 
thing with it; and the fight oi a numerous army draw^n 
up in battle-array, on the oppofite (horc. HoweV^, th^ 
prefence of Alexander, who was ever the forfembft hti 
eiiecmmering dangers,- made them neglefi .their 6wn 
iafety, and be eoncerned for his only. As foon asfhe 
Macedonians began to draiv near the fliore,' they Vh^ 
oarried^lhietds' rofe «ip together, whett 'thniwing thfefr 
^veiins with a'ftrong arm, every weapon dklexectttion; 
When- they perceived that the «nemy, overpowered 
4vitii that iliower of Ihaffts, began to retire, and dtaiy 
their horfes bad;, ttiey leaped on tNe ftore with iifcre'- 
^ible fwiftnefs, ^and, animating one another, 'began tht 
•rfiarge with vi^ottr. * In this diforder, ifhc trooqjcr*^ * 
whole liorfes y^ere ; -ready bridled, roihed lipon tl^e 
enemy, and tjnite'.brofce them. The 'kirig couM not 
be heard, by realbn of the faintnefs.of his voice; but 
the example he fet, fpoke for him. 

And' now nothing w^s heard in the* Macedonian afrmy, 
iHit {hoots of jtoy a«d K^iftery, WhiHl'they ecmtininedtd 
attack the Barbarians wUh the tttmoft fiiry. Theiattet 
not being abletoftand To fierce.anonfet, -fled asfift a$ 
their horfes could carry them;' for thercwere-the cavalry 
only. Though the king was very weak, • he' nevcrtSiefeK 
purfued them briflkly a long way, till being^'at hHl'quite 
fpent, he was obliged to ftop. Aftar commanding^his 
troops to purfncthemas lone as they could fee, he vnth» 
drew to tL csmrp, in order to r^pofe himfelf, and t6 
■watt the return of his forces. The Macedonians had 
alreawiy gone beyond the boundaries or HmU3 of Bacchus', 
which were marked out by great ftoncs ranged prettj^ 
Hofe one to the other, and by great trees, the trut^ks of 
w4iich were covered with ivy. However, the heat of 
the .purfuit carried them ftill farther, afM they did not 
return back into the camp, till after midnr^t; 'having 
killed a great number- of the enemy, and taken inamy 
moreprifoniers, with ei^teen hundred hotfes, allv^lncR 
they move before tbem. On- Alexander's fide^thenc'wef^ 

1 but 
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but fixty ifoopers (lain, and about an hundred foot, 
with a Uioufand woi^nded, Alexander fent back to the 
Scythianc alLtheir prifoners without ranfom« to fliow, 
that not anifnofity, butathirftof glory, had prompted 
him to make war againft fo vah.ant a nation. 

The report of this viflory, and much more the cle« 
mency with which the kmg treated the vanquilbed, 
greatly increafed his reputation. The Scythians had 
always been confidered as invincible; but after their 
defeat, it was owned, that every nation in the world 
ought to yield to the Macedonians. The.&ic<r, who 
were a powerful nation, fent an embafly to Alexander, 
hy which they fubmitted themfelves to hini, and re<> 
jquefled his Criendlhip* The Scythians themfelves made 
9n apol(>cy by their ambafladors;. throwing the whole 
x)]ame ot what had happened on fome few people, and 
declaring that they were ready to obey all the commands 
of the vifloripus prince., 

Alexander, being fo happily freed from the care and 
trouble of this important war, bent his whole thoughts 
on Maracanda, in which the ^raitor Spitamenes had 
fortified himfelf. At the firft news of Alexander's ap- 

; roach,, he had fled away, and withdrawn into Bafiriaia. 
*be king purfued him thither, but defpairing to come 
up with him, he returned back and facked Sogdiana, 
which is watered by the river Polytimetus. 

Among the Sogaians that were taken prifoners, there 
were thirty young men, who were well-Ihaped and very 
.comely, and the greateil lords of the country. Theie 
being told, that they were led to executionby Alexander's 
command,, began to fing fongs of joy, to leapond dance, 
difcovering all the it|aications of an immoderate joy* 
The king, furprifcd to fee them go to death with fo 
much gaiety, had them brought before him; when he 
a&ed them, how they came to break into fuch transports 
of joy, when they law death before their eyes? They 
aofwered, that they (hould have been affli£led, bad any 
other perfon but himfelf put them to death; but as they 
would be reftored to their anceAors by the command of 

• • fo 
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fo great a monardh, who had Tanqaiflied all nations, 
they blefied this death ; a death fa glorions that the 
brave ft men would wifli to die the tone. Alexander, 
admirine their magnanimity, afked whether they would 
defire to be pardoned, upon condition that they ihould 00 
longer be his enemies? They anfwered, he might be 
aflured they had never been hiaenemiet; but that, as be 
had attacked them, they had defended themfelves; and 
that, had they been applied to in a gentle manner, and 
not attacked by force and violence, they would have 
vied with him in politenefs and generofity. The king 
adked them further, what pledges they would give him 
of their faith and fincerity f " No other (a&fwered the^) 
** but the fame life we receive from your goddnefs, and 
** which we ftall always be ready to rive back, when- 
*• ever you fliall require it.'* And, mdeed, rfiey were 
as good as their word. Four of them, whom he took 
into his body-guard, endeavoured to rival the Macedq* 
nians in zeal and fidelity. 

The king, after having left a fmall number of forces 
in Sogdiana, marched* to Bafilria, where, having af- 
fembled all his generals, lie commanded Beffus to be 
brought befiHe them; when, after reproaching him (dt 
his treachery, and caufing his nofe and ears to be cut oflT, 
he fent him to Ecbatana, there to fufier whatever puhifh- 
ment Darius's mother Should think proper to imiBi npL 
on him. Plutarch has left us an account of this exe- 
cution. Four trees were bent, by main force, o^e tc». 
wards the other; and to each of thefe trees one of the 
limbs of this traitor's body was faftened. Aftcrwaid^*, 
thefe trees being let return Co their natural pofitiorr, 
they flew back with fo much violence, that each tore 
away the limb that was fixed to it, and fo quartered hiirf. 
The fame, punifh ment is at this day ihfli£led on perfons 
convifted of high^treafon, who are tore to pieces by 
four horfes. 

Alexander received at this time, both from Maccdiy, 
nia and Greece, a Jarge number of recruits, amounting 
to upwards of Cxteen thoufand men* By this confider. 

Vol. VI. K akle^ 
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able re-mforcement, he was enabled to fubdue all thofe 
who had rebelled; and to curb them for the future, he 
built fex'eral fortrefles in Margiana, 

* All things were now reftored to a profound tran- 

Juillit)'. There remained but one ftrong hold, called 
^etra Oxiana^ or the rock of Oxus, which was defended 
by Arimazes, a nati\x of Sogdiana, with thirty thou&nd 
foldiers under his command, and ammunition and pro- 
viftoos for two years. This rock, which was very high 
and craggy on all &des, was acceflible only by a iingie 
path that was cut in it. The king, after viewing its 
works, was a long time in fufpenfe whether he (hould 
•befiege it ; but, as it was bis cliarader to aim at the 
marvellous in all things, and to attempt impoiFibilities, 
he refolved to try if he could not overconre, on this oc- 
cafion, nature itfelf, which feemed to. have fortified this 
JOck in fuch a manner as had rendered it abfolutely im- 
pregnable. However, before he formed the fiege, he 
fummoned tliofe Barbarians, but in mild terms, to 
fubmit to him. Arimazes received this offer in a very 
haughty manner ; and after ufing feveral infulting ex- 
premons, alked, " whether Alexander, who was able to 
V do all things, could fly alfo; and whether nature had, 
.*• on a fudden, given him wings?'* 

Alexander was highly exafperated at this anfwer. He 
■therefore gave orders for fele£ling, from among the 
mountaineers who were in his army, three hundred of 
the moft aftive and dextrous. Thefc being brought to 
him, he addreffed them thus : " It was in your com- 
•• pany, brave young men, that I ftormed fuch places 
*• as were thought impregnable; that I made my way 
" over mountains covered with eternal fnows ; c*offcd 
•* rivers, and broke through the paffes of Cilicia. This 
•' rock, which you fee, has but one outlet, which alone 
** is defended by. the Barbarians,, who negleft every 
" other part. There is no watch or centinel, except 
" on that fide which faces our catnp. If you fearch 
•* very narrowly, you certainly will meet with fome 

•* path 

I A. M, i^76. Ant. J. C. zz'%. 
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•* path that leads to the top of the rock. Nothing has 
•* been made fo inacceflible by nature, as not be fur- 
•' mounted by valour; and it was only by our attempt- 
" ing, what no one before had hopes of effefiing, that 
** we poflefTed ourfelvcs of Afia. Get up to the fun>- 
** mit, and when you Ihall have made yourfeives mafters 
" of it, fet up a white ilandard there asafignal ; and be 
" aflured, that T then. will certainly difengage you from 
" the enemy, and draw them upon myfelf, by making 
*' a diverfion." At the. fame time that the king gave 
oat this order, he made them the moft noble promifes ; 
but the pleafmg him, was confidered by them as th& 
greateft of all rewards. Fired therefore with the moft 
noble ardour, and fancying they had already reached 
the fummit, they fet out, after having provided them- 
felves with.wedges to drive into the ftones, cramp-irons; 
and thick ropes. 

The king went round the mountain with them, and 
commanded them to begin their march * at the fecond 
watch of the night, by that part which fhould fecm to 
them of eafieft accefs ; bef^eching the gods to guide their 
fteps. They then took provifions for two days ; and 
fceing armed with fwords and javelins only, they began 
to afcend^the mountain, walking fome time on foot; 
afterwards, when it was .necefla'ry for them- to climb, 
fome forced their wedges irito the ftoncs \v!iich pro- 
jettcd forwards, and by that means raifed thcmfelves ; 
others thruft their cramp-irons- into the ftones that 
^eie frozen, to keep ^emfelves from falling in {a 
flippcry away ; in tine, others driving >in their wedges 
with gr^at ftrengih, made thenii.ferve as fo manyfcaU 
ing-ladders. Tbey fpent the- whoJe day in this mdmner, 
hanging agatnft the rock, and expofed to numeroust 
daagers and difficulties, being obliged, to ftruggle at the 
. fame time with fnowy cold, and wind. Neverthelefs, 
the hardeft.taik was y^t to come; and the farthcrthey 
advanced, the ) higher the rock fefemed to rife.: i But 
tha^ which terri&cd them moft, wis the fad.fpe^rie of 
• *' ■ I -.': .Kin \ } • '-''l... c-ifaniie 

* About ten o'clock. 
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fame of thetr comracks failic^ (kiivn predpicti, wlBofe 
unhappy fate was a waraing to thflna ok what diey 
themfeilyes might expaO. NfHwithftaBdirig tkk, they 
ftiil advanced iorwam, and exerted themfel visa lb vigo- 
raiifly, thitt, in fj^of all thefe difieultiea, tlaeyMiaft 
got to the top ot the rock. They then were all ia£x- 
preflUdy wear>% aad OMny oJ them had even loft the ofe 
9f feme of their limbs. Night and dra«rfm^fs came 
uptetn them at iame time, & that, difperfing thenfelues 
in fuek diftant part& of the rock as were free from 
{hows, thev laid dawn in them, and flept till day-rbreak. 
At lail waling from a deep fleep, and Ibokinc on all 
fides to difcover the place where fo many people could 
lie hid, they faw fmoke below them, which fhewed 
tlxem the haunt of the enemy. They then put up the 
Cgnal, as had boea agreed ; and their whole coii4>aDy 
drawing up, thirty-two were found wanting, who bad 
loA their lives in the afeent. 

In the mean time the king, equaHy fired with a de- 
fire of ftorming tlie fortsefs, and llruck witfa the vifible 
dangers ^> which thofe men were expoied, condnued 
Im fopt the whole day, gaeisig upen the rock, and he 
kimMf did not retire to reft till dark night. The next 
9H>rning, by peep el day he wa^the £rft who perceived 
tche fignal. Neverthelefs he was ftill in doubt whether 
he might truft his eyes, becaufe of the falfe fplendour 
>rhieh breaks out at day^break; hut the light inereafing» 
he was fure of what he &w. Sending therefore for Co« 
pkea, who hefone, bp his command, had. founded the 
Bairhavians, he difpatcbedi hhn a fecond; time, with aa 
exhortation (to think beater of the master; aad'in cafe 
tjiey flKMiid ftill dcpestdl upon the ftrcngih of the plape, 
he^hm mas ordered to fcow ^hem the band of i^n be- 
hind their hacks, ^^ho were got tex the fttmaut of tb^ 
^oek. Cophes eiioplvyed all the argamenis poffihie^ to 
ragage Aximaaes to capitubite; repvelendng to faiffi, 
tnat he would gain the kiog^s farour, in cafe he did aot 
iotenmiit the great ddigaa he medtuited, hjr ohhging 
Uon to make fome Hay befiwe that rock. Arimazes 
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fent a haughtier and more infolent anfwer than before, 

an4 coitaeiaiKM him t6 tetire. Then Cephe^ taking 

hinlby the hand», defired he would cotne out of the 

cmr^ wkh him, wbic^h the Barbarian Hoitig, h^' fbowed 

biai the MaKredbnians polled over his head, and faid^ ia 

an infuhing tone of voice, " You fee tltat Alexander's 

foldiers have wings." In the mean time trumpets were 

fadard io fotmd in eVery part df the Macftdfortiah' ca#np, 

and the whole amny ihouted aldud^ and cried^ Vi8ory ! 

Tfaefe things though of little confequence in themfelve^^ 

did nevcnhelefs, as often happens, throw the Barbarians 

into (o great a conftemation, that without once reflefi:^. 

ii^ how few vrtre got to the fummit, they thooighi 

themfiitves loft* Upon this, Cophes was recalled, and 

Mfty of the chiefs amoM the Barbarians were fent 

back with him^ tfho agreed to furrefider up the place* 

t^pon condition that their lives might be fpared^ Th^ 

king, tiotwitMbnding the ftrong oppofitioti he m>gkl 

taett with, was however fo exa^erated aft the hatighti'>> 

iiefa of Arima^es, that he refufed to grant them any 

terms of capkukttion. A blirid and rafli confidence ill 

haft drwn good fortune, which had neytt failed him, fnad^ 

him kileiifi4rf« to every danger. Atini^t&i, on the othet 

fi^ bliAded by featff imd ^oneladinghirtifelf abfotutely 

loft, caiMf doiv»^ trith bxs f^kfti^mB aind tW princi|ia(l 

ndUliiy t>{ the d^vint^, iMo Atexander's catnp. Sue 

Ail pf mcn», wh<^ w&s nidi itiafter af hi$ d^ger^ forgef^ifig 

irh0i tb6 faith 6( treaty a«id hotiiafmy i^eq^ired an thi^ 

^esfiMi caufed them ^) to be {^(m^A ^/^'nh rod», and 

afterwards to be fi^ed to eroifes, » the fe^ot of the fai^M 

^ock. The ilHitiitud^ of people who furrendered, ^'ith 

»lt the bodty« were giVefi to the inhabitants of the eieie4 

Which had beeft fiewly founded ih thofe paart^ i arid At- 

^aaus wais left govertwr of the rock add the XvIk)!^ 

p^dfiiice toufiki it« 
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Sect. XIV. The death of Clitus. Srveral expeditions 
of Alexander* He commands worjhip to he paid to 
himfelj\ after the manner of the Ferfians. Difcontents 
arife among the Macedonians. Death of Calhjikaies 
the Philo/opker. 

• * 

. V/A LEXANDER having fubdued the MalTagetae 
^"^^^ and the Dahae, entered Bazaria. la this pro- 
vince are a great number oi large parks ftocked with 
deer. Here the king took the diverfion of hunting, in 
which he was expofed to very great peril ; for a Hon o£ 
an enonnous fize advanced direftly to him, but he killed 
him with a fingle thruft. Although Alexander came off 
vitlorious on this occafion, yet the Macedonians, alarmed 
^t the danger he had run, and the whole army in his 
perfoii, gave orders, purfuant to the ciiftom of their 
country, that the king (hould go no more a hunting on 
foot, without being attended by fome of his courtiers and 
officers. They were fenfible, tliat a king is not born for 
his own fake, but for that of his fubjeSs ; that he ought 
to be careful of his own pcrfon for their fakes, and re- 
(erve his courage for other dangers ; and that the being 
famous for killing beails (a reputation unworthy of a 
great prince), ought not to be purcbafed fo dear. 

From hence he advanced to Maracanda, where he 
quelled fome tumults . which had broke out in that 
country. Artabazus requefting to be difcharged from 
the government of that province, by reafon of his great 
age, he appointed Clitus his fucceffor. He was an old 
officer, who had fought under Philip, and fignalifed 
himfelf on many occafions. At the battle of the Grani- 
cus, as Alexander was fighting bare-headed, andRofaces 
had his arm raifed, in order to ftrikc him behind, he 
covered the king witli his (liicld, and gut ofFthe Barba* 
rian's hand. Hcllanicc, his fifter, had nurfed Alexan- 
der ; and he loved her with as much tendernefs as if (he 

had 

m Q. Curt. 1. viii. c. t-R. Arrlan. l.iv. p. ifii— 171. Plut. in 
Akx. p. 693 — 696. Juftiu. 1. xii. c, 6 — 7. 
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had been his own mother. As the king, from thefe 
feveral confiderations had very great refpeS for Clitus» 
he entrufted him with the government of one of the ' 
moft important provinces of his empire, and ordered 
him to fet out the next day. 

Before his departure, Clitus was invited in theeven- 
iHg to an entertainment, in which the king, * after 
drinking immoderately, began to celebrate his own ex- 
ploits; and was fo exceffively laviQi of felf-commenda- 
tion, that he even fhocked thofe very perfons who knew 
that he fpoke truth. However, the oldeft men in tlie 
company held their peace, till beginning to depreciate 
the warlike afts of Philip, lie boafted. " That thefamou*^ ' 
*' viftory of* Chaeronea was won by his means ; and * 
••^ that the glorv of fo immortai a battle had been torn" 
".from him by the malice. and jealoufy of his father, ' 
"That in the + infurreftion wliich broke out between 
**' the Macedonians and mercenary Greeks, Philip, 
*'. fainting away after the wounds' he had received in that 
"•tumult, had laid, hlmfelf on the ground; and could 
" not think ota better method to fave himfelf,' thanby • 
" lying along as dead ; that on this occafion he had 
"-covered him with his fhield, and killed with his own 
"hands thofe who attempted to fall upon him; but 
**^that his father- could never prevail upon himfelf to 
" cottfcfs this ciraimpftance ingenudufly, being vexed 
•^ that he owed his life to his own fon*- That in the 
" waragainfl the Illyrian<i, he was the only perfon who 
"had done any thing, Philip having had no manner of 
" fhare in.it; and hearijig of the defeat of the ene- > 
" my, no other wife than by the letters he fent him# 
"That the perfons worthy of praife, were not fuch as 
"-initiated themfelves in. the \ myfteries of the S&mo* 

" thracians, 

* In quo Rex, cum multa incaluijfet mero^ fntmodicus afiimaior ful^- cele- " 
hrare qua gfjferat ccepit : gravis etiam eorum duribusy qlii JentUbaM vera. 
memorari, Q. Qurt. 

+ This leditionis not menti6ned in any other place. 
*:[: It was ufual for generals, before they fet out oh their expeditions, 
to cauft themfelves to be initiated in thefe rayfteries, and otter facri- 
ficcs to the gods who prefided in them. Poflibly Philip, by obferv- 
iug this ceremony, delayed foxae enterprife. 
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'' ibraciansy when they oucht to have laad wafte sdl 
** Afia with fire and (word, bat ifaofe who had achkviexl 
** foch nughty exphnts as furpdfed all belteL" 

Thefe andthe like difcourfes were very pkafingio the 
young men, but were very (hocking to ttme advanced in 
years; efpectally for Philip's fake^ mtict whom they 
had fought many years; Clitus, who alfo was iiitoxi« 
cated» turning about lo thofie who &t below htm at table, 
quoted to them a paftge from * Euripides, but in fuch 
a ikyinner that the king could only hear bis voice, and 
not the MPords diftio&iy . The fenfe of this paflage was, 
** That the Greeks had done very wrong in or^ixu^g, 
"that in the inferiptions engraved on trophtea, the 
'* awnes of kings ooly fliould be mention e d ; t becmfe, 
** by thefo means, brarve men were robbesd of the 
**. they had pstrdiafed with their blood." Ths. 
fuipcftti^ Clittis had let drop fboifi dtfoMinig ea^ 
fions, aficed thofe who fat nearefl him, what w had Tstd? 
As no one aidwered^Clitsxa, raifing his voice by degrees, 
b<^an to relate the afiions of nilip, and bs wars in 
Greoce, preferrtag them to \iHMtever was doing at that 
time; which created a great difptite between the jo^TOg 
and old men* Though the king wai piod^iouOy vcs« 
ed ifi his mind, he ne^rerthekfi Ikifled his rcfenkaKDt, 
and feemed to iiifeft very paiiently to all Cl^ua fpoke ' 
to his pr^ttdice. it is probabie he wocdd have qnite 
fitpprened hii paffion, had Clitus ftomed there; but the* 
l^er gnnriiig more mA more mfotent, as if determined 
ta exafperate asd intfuh the king, went inch lengths, 
as to defend Parmcmio publicly; and to aflert, that the 
deftroying of Thebes was hut trifling in coasparifon of 
the viflbory which Philip had gained over the Athenians ; 
and that the ol4 Macedonians, tlioagh fometimes an- * 
fuece&fiiJ, were greatly fuperior to thofe who were fo 
raih as to defpife them. 

. Alexander teUixig htm, that in giving cowardice th^ 
name of ill fuccefs, he was pleadiog his own caufe; 

Clitus 

* In his Andromache. 
f Mime entmfiftguine partam ffariam utHrdfi, Q« Cu&x. 
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C^tas fifes up, v^tfc his eyds^ Q»rMTirff with wine ami 
anger ; ** It is nevcnhelei's tliis faartd (^faid he kf him^ 
*• extending it at the fame time) that favcd your life at 
*^ th^ battle of tbi Grankus. Ill is the hhoi xtd 
*' wmbbds cf t&efe very Mdcedofiienff^ WHbr sre sceafadl 
'' o( aWraordicey tha^ #»fed you to ihis griridenr. But 
*' the tragidaf end of FaiitiefAo flnyvvsr, what reward th^y 
*'. and myfelf ntay expeft for iH otri ferviee!s." Thk laff 
reproaobftiiiig Alexander: however, he ftiU reAtaKnctl 
hia paffien, and* onAy d^Nmftntrnded hm to have the table. 
*' lis is iir the ri^ ^fava ClituSy as he rofe up) nottxy 
*' bear freeborte men at \ih tibl^, ^krho caii bfAy tell him 
"• trialtki He Wrll da Well to paft his Hfe among Bar^^ 
". bariUDs and fiaves, who wHl ht proud* to pay tbehr 
" aiAoratien tt) bik Perfian girdle and his whhe robe.'' 
But no^ t!he king, no logger able to fnpprfefs his ragd« 
fiatched 9 javelin from one of his guards, aild would 
iHhre killeci CHtus cfti thd f^fot^ had not Are oourtxera 
withlieki hisafm, and CKtus'bi?en forced^ but wiih great 
dcfficaky, okit of the halh However, He lietnmed into' 
it that monftent by another door, fiTiging,- with att* aif of 
infolence, verfcsr reflefiing highly on the prince, ^ho 
feeing the g^neirai near him, ftruck him with his javelin, 
and laid him d^ad at hisr feet, cryiiiji^ out at the fame tinie^ 
**• Go now to PhiHp, to Parrmenio', and to Attains.*'. 

The king's anger being ih a manner extinguiflied on 
a.fnddenin the biood of CUtas; his crime difplayed iUj 
felf to him in its blackeft and moftdi^eadful light. ' He 
had muttered a man, who indeed abufcd his patience, 
but then he had always fer\*ed him with the utmoft zeal 
and fidelity, and faved his life, though he was afhamed 
to own it. He had that inlkint performed the vile office 
of an executioner, in puriifhing, by an horrid murder, 
the uttering of fome ihdifcreet words, which might be 
imputed to the fumes of wine. With what face could 
he appear befcHrethe fitter of Clitus, his nurfe, and of* 
fer her a hand imbrued in her brother's blood? Upon 
this he threw himfelf on his friend's body, forced out the 
N javeliB) and woulii have dfifpatched himfetf #ith it, had 

K 5 ^ not 
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not the gnards, who rufiied in upon him, laid hold of 
his hands, and forcibly carried him into his own apart- 
ment. 

He paiTed that night and the next day in tears. After 
that groans and lamentations had quite waited his Ijpirits, 
he continued fpeechlefs, ftretched on the ground, and 
only venting deep fighs. But his friends, fearing his 
filence would be fatal, forced themfelves into his chamber. 
The king took very little notice of the words that were 
employed to com fori him ; but Ariftander the foothfayer, 
putting him in mind of a dream, in which he had ima- 
gined he faw Clitus, clothed in a black robe, and feated 
at table; and declaring, that all which had then hap- 
pened, was appointed by the eternal decree of fate, Alex- 
ander appeared a little eaiier in his mind.. He next was 
addrefleabytwo philofophers, CalliilFienesandAnaxar- 
chus. The former went up to him with an air of 
humanity and tenderncfs, and endeavoured to fupprefs 
his griet, by agreeably infmuating himfelf, and endea- 
voured to make him recall his realon, by refle6lions of a 
folid nature, drawn from the very eifence of philofophy, 
and be carefully fiiunning all fuch exprellions as might 
renew his affli6Hon, and iret a wound, which, as it was 
i^ill bleeding, required to be touched with the gentleft 
hand. But Anaxarchus did~not obferve this decorum ; ' 
for the moment he entered, he cried aloud, " How !> is 
this Alexander, on whdm the eyes of the whole world ■ 
are fixed? Behold him here extended on the floor, 
Jhedding floods of tears, like the meaneH flave ! Does 
not he know, that he himfelf is a fupreme law to his fub- 
jefts; that he conquered merely to raife himfelf to the 
exalted dignity of lord and fovereign, and not to fubjeft 
himfelf to a vain opinion ?'* The king was determined * 
to ftarve himfelf/; fo that it was with the utmoft difficulty, 
tbat his friends prevailed with him to take a little fufle- 
nance. The ^laccdonians declared by a decree, that 
Clitus had been very juftly killed; to which decree 
Anaxarchus the philofopher had given occafion, by.af» . 
fcrting, that the will of princes is the fupreme law of the , 
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flate. Alas ! how weak are all fuch rcfleaJons againft 
the cries of a juftly -alarmed confcience, which can ne- 
ver be quieted > either by flattery or falfe arguments! 

' It muil be confefled, that Clitus had committed a 
great and inexcufable fault. It was indeed his duty, 
not to join in difcourfes calculated to fully the glory of 
Philip his benefaftor; but to fhow his diflike of what 
was faid, by a mournful but modeft filence. He poffibly 
might have been allowed to fpeak in favour of the late 
monarch, provided he had exprelTed himfelf with pru* 
dence and moderation. Had fuch a refervednefs been 
imfuccefsful, he might juftly have merited pity, and 
would not have been criminal. But b/ breaking into 
injurious and fliocking reproaches,' he quite forgot the 
veneration due to the facred charafter of kings; with 
regard to whom, how unjuftly foever they may a61, not 
only every contemptuous and infultiiig expreffion is 
fprbid, but every difrefpeftful and unguarded word;;, 
they being the reprefentatives of God himfelf. 

It muft neverthelefs be confefled, that the circum- 
ftance of the banquet extenuates very much, or throws, 
in fome meafure, a veil over Clitiis^is fauFt. When a 
prince invites a fubjeft to a feaft; when he uiakes him the 
companion of debauch, and in perfon excitg&Jum to ' 
quaff immoderately; a king on fuch an occ.aflon, feems . 
to forget his dignity, and to permit his fubjefts to iprget 
italfo; he gives a fanftion, as it wer^, to the liberties,' 
familiarities, and fudden flights which wine commonly 
infpires; and fliould he be difpleafed with a fubjeft for ' 
equalling himfelf with him, he ought to blame himfeU,. 
for having firft raifed a fubjeS fo l^igh.' A fault com- 
npiitted under thefe circuraftances^ is always a fault; but. 
then it ought never to be expiated witli the blood of the 
offender. 

A certain author compares * anger, when united icy 
power, with thunder ; and, indeed,, what havoc does. 
iiMiot then make? But hpw dreadful mufl: it be,., whcn^ 
joined with drunkennefs; We feethis in Alexander.i 

How 

* ■ * ' Fulmen efly ubi cum p9Hftate habitat iracuneUa^ Pv bl . S y &.. 
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How unhappy was that prince, not to have endeavoured 
to fubdue tnofe twa vices in his youth : * and to have 
bee» confirmed in them, from the cxampfeof one ofliis 
tutors ? For it is aflerted, that both were the confe- 
quences. of his education* But what can be meaner, 
or more unw<?rthy a king, thaa drinking to excels? 
What can b^ more Saital or bloody, than the tranfportsof 
anger ? + Alexander, who had overcome fo many na- 
tions, was himfelf conquered by thofe two vices, which 
throw a Oiade over the glory ofhis brighreft z&iofa. The 
reafon of this, fays Seneca, is, he endeavomred more to 
vanquifh others, than to fiibdue himfelf; not knowing, 
that to triumph over our paffions is, of all conqaeiis, 
the moft glorious. 

Alexander, after continuing ten days in Maracanda, 
in order to recover his fpirirs, marched into the Xenippa, 
a province bordering upon Scythia; whither fome rebels 
wfere retired, all whom he fubjeft'ed, and gave them 
a free pardon. From thence he fet forward* with Ks 
army towards the rock Chorienfis, of whichSyfimethres 
was governor. AH accefs to it feemei abfolutely ror- 
praHicable ;, nevertheless, he at laft got near it» after 
iiavlngpairied' through numberlefs difficulties, and, by 
the meciiation of Oxartes, a prince of that country who 
had adhered to Alexander, he prevailed with Syfimc- 
tbres to furrender. The king after this left him the 
government of that place, and promilbd, him very great 
advantages in cafe luMrbntinued faithfnh 

Alexander had reColvedto attack theDizAir, becau/e 
Spitamenes, the chief of the rebels, was among them-; 
but the felicity which always attended him, fpared'him 
that labour* The wife of this Barbarian, being no 

longer 

* ffec mhus error eorum mcft moriSuTf fi fuidtm Ijfmdis AUxandri 
pedagogttSj ut a Baiyiotih l^ogerrrtrmjfhar.f fuiSufdant eum wtiisrht^H, 

ff^ecuM, $2^ii»nu hue. t. 

f Vl^or tot regum atpte popuiorum, Ir^fuccuhuit, Id tnim egerat^ ut 
omnia ^patiHi hairnet iifpat^i^^ ^^ ^g$9m^lmi»rM0 fihi^ mttmnmnt 
imperiutn^^ Senec* Epift. cxiu* 
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longer abte to bear tht vaj^onKt, vnrcrchcA life her 
hnroand had forced her to lead, and hax^ing often in* 
treated hkn, but in ^ain, to furrendcr bttmelE to the- 
conqueror, ffie hcrfetf murtliened Item irt the night • 
aitcf, quite ct>vered with hi6' bloo^, vfem tkiti camed 
hts Read to the king. Alexander wa«^ (hocked at fo 
horrid a ^£kaele» and ordered k«# t6^ be drivi6n> igiio* 
minioufl^r from- the canrf^. 

' Alexander, after having Aatrn feris armyMiof the gar- 
rifctrs, where they had Wintered fihree mofidhtf, mskrched 
towards a country calted Cabasa^ In hi* way he met 
^Mrfth a* dreafffid norm. Plaftes of Kghenin;^ C6nmg 
thick one itpojT the other, d^zsiled the eye* of th^ foU 
diers, and entirely difcouraged them. It thundered 
ahnoft inceffaiitly, and lire thunder-hotts f«U every mo- 
ment at the feet* of the Ibldiers ; fo that ihey did^ Aot dar« ' 
either to ftand^ ftifl or at^h^toKie ftn-wwd. Oln » fiiddfert, a* ' 
violent Slower of rain*, mixed with hail, eame pMiring; 
dfnurtr Hke a fbod; asnd fe extreme wae^ Che cold in ihis- 
cotmtry, that it fro2c the rain as loon- as- k fell. The 
fuflferrngs of the army on thi« occafioa were infopportu 
abte. The king, who was the only perfon invincible 
tothefe calamities, rodeupanddown among the foidfer^"* 
comforted and animated them ; and pointing at- fnuAe 
which iffucd from fome diftant huts, intreaced the^^ to 
inarch to them with all the fpeed poflible« Having 
given orders for the felling of a great number of frees, 
and laying them in heaps up and down^ he had' fires 
made irr dtffbrent places, and by this mean^ faved the 
army, but upwards of a thoufand men loft their Kvey. 
The king made up to the officers' and foldiers-the feveral 
loflfes they had fufcained dbrinff this fatal ftorm. 

When they wete recovered fo well as to be able to 
march, he went into the countiy of the 5flc<r, which 
he foon over-run and laid wafte. Soon after this, Ox- 
artes received him in his palace, and invited him to a 
fumptnou^ banquet, in which he difplayedall the mag- 
nificenceof the Barbarians. He hm a daughter, called 
Roxana, a young lady wbofe e;cqui£ite beauty was 

heighleaed 
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heightened by all the charms of wit and good fenfe. 
Alexander found her charms irrefiftible, and made her 
his wife ; covering his paflion with the fpecious pretence 
of uniting the two nations, in fuch bands as fliould im- 
prove their mutual harmony, by blending their interefts, 
and throwing down all diftinftions between the con^ 
querors.and the conquered. This marriage difpleafed 
the Macedonians very much, and exafperated his. chief 
courtiers, to fee him make one of liis flaves his father- 
in-law : but as, * after his murdering Clitus,. no one 
dared to fpeak to him. with freedom, they applauded 
what he did with their eyes and countenances, which 
can adapt themfelves wonderfully to flattery and fervile ' 
complacency. 

In fine; having refolved to march into India, and 
embark from thence on the ocean, he commanded, fin 
order that nothing might be left behind to check his de- 
figns) that thirty thouiand young men fliould be brought 
him, all completely armed, out of thefeveral provinces, 
to ferve him at the fame time as. hoflages and foldiers. 
In the mean wliilc, he fent Craterus againft fome of the 
rebels, whom he eafily defeated. Polyfperchon like- 
wife fubdued a country called Bubacene; fo that all 
things being in perfeft tranquillity, Alexander bent his 
whole thoughts to the carrying on war with India. . 
This country was confidered as the richefl: in the world, . 
not only in gold, but in pearls and precious fl:ones, 
with which the inhabitants adorn themfelves, but with 
more luxury than graceful nefs. It was related, that the 
fwords of the foldiers were of gold and ivory; and the 
king, now the greatefli monarch in the world, being de- 
termined not to yield to any perfon whatfoever, in any 
circumfl.ance, caufed the fwords of the foldiers to be 
fet off with filver plates, put golden bridles, to the. 
horfes, had the coats of mail heightened with gold and 
filver, and prepared to march for this enterpriie, at the 
head of an hundred and twenty thoufand men, all 
equipped with the magnificence above defcribed. 

All 

* 5"? .'/, poft Clyti cadem^ liitrtaU fublatM^ vuliu^ qui maxlmc fervit^ 
^tffintUbuntur, Q,. Curt. 
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All thmgs being ready for their fetting out, he thought 

proper to reveal the defignhe had lb long meditated, viz. 

to have divine honburs paid him ; and was folely intent 

on the means for putting that defign in execution. He 

was refolved, not only to be called, but to be believed, 

the fun of. Jupiter ; as if it had been poflible for him to 

command as abfolutely over the mind as over the tongue, 

and that the. Macedonians, would condcfccnd to fall 

pjToftrate, and adore him after the Perfiaii manner. 

. .To * footh and cherifli thefe ridiculous pretenfions, 

there were not wanting flatterers, thofe common pefis of . 

courts, who are more dangerous to princes than the arms 

of their enemies. The Macedonians, indeed, would 

not ftoop to this bafe adulation; all of them, to a man, 

refufing to vary, in any manner, from the cuftoms of 

their country. The whole evil was* owing to forae 

Greets, whofe depraved manners were a fcandal to their 

proieffion of teacliing virtue and the fciences. Thefe, 

though the mean refufeof Greece, were neverthelefs i» 

greater credit with the king, than either tjKe princes of 

his blood, or the generals of his army : it was fuch crea« 

tures as thefe that placed him in the fkies ; and publiflied, 

wherever they came, that Hercules, Bacchus, Caflor and 

Pollux, would refign their feats to this new deity. 

• He therefore appointed a feftival, and made an incre- 
dibly pompous banquet, to which he invited the greatell 
lords of. his court, both Macedonians and Greeks, and 
moft of the higheft quality among the Perfians. With, 
thefe he fat down at table for fome time, after which he 
withdrew. Upon this Cleon, one of his flatterers, be- 
gan to fpeak, and expatiated very much on the praifes 
of the king, as had before been agreed upon. He made 
a long detail of the high obligations they had to him, all 
which (he obferved) they might acknowledge and repay 
at a very eafy expence, merely with two grains of in- > 
cenfe, which they (hould offer him as to a god, without 

the 

♦ Nort dieraf talia concufifcenti ferniciofa advlatlo^ ferfttuum malum 
reguptj quorum opes feepiusaJfmtatiOf tfukmhojiis^ evertit, Q. CuiiT, 
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the leaft fcmple, fince they believed hkn fucfa. To this 
pixrpofe he cited the exaihple of the Peffitos. He look 
notice, that Hercolos hhnferf, and Bacchus, Were not 
racked anumg the denies, tilt after they had furmoonted 
the envy of thehr contemporaries. That in cafe the reft 
fkould not care to pay thi^ joiBceto Atexan^r's merits 
lie himfelf was reiolved to fbow them the way» and to 
worihip him if he fliould ceme into the hall. Bat that 
all of tlienn muft do their dsly^ efpecxarlly thofe that pro« 
fefled wifdom^ who ought to ferve to the reft as an 6x- 
ainple of the veneration due fio' fo great a mosraarch. 

It appeared pkMiviy that thi» fpeech wav direQdi to 
CalHftheder. ^ He waa related ta Ari Aotle^ who had 
prefeated him to Alejiander his pupil, that- he rmAi at« 
tend tvpon thac monarch in the war of P^fia*. He was 
considered, upon aceount of hi« wifctoiki andgmvity^ as 
the fitreft perfon to give him fiich wiiofcfbme counfeFr 
as was moft capable of piiefervinr. him from thofe ex- 
ceJBetv into which his youtb and fiery temper might 
hurrv him : bur he v/dis accufed of not pofieffing the 
gentle, infinuating behaviour of courts - and df * not 
kilowing a certain mediuin, between groveBing' com- 
placency, and tnflexiUe obftiriacy. Arifiotie had ai- 
temptea, but to no purpofc, So foften the fcverity of 
his* temper; and iorefeeing the ill confeqcuehces-, with 
wihich his difagn^eable liberty of ipeaking^hts mind 
nlight be attended, he ufed oKen to^ repeao the follow- 
ing verfe of i Homer to him : / 

My fon thy fnedom will abridge thy days* 

And his predi£lion was but too true* 

This phiJof^s^hep, feeing that every oiic, ,on A** 
occafion, coneinued in a deep fiieisce, and that the efti 

oi 

« Diog. Laert. in Afift^t. lib. v. p. 303. 

ac ftri^ulis iratuum. Tacit. Annal. 1&. iv. cap. 20. 

+ 'axu/*e§^ In fcn TSJt^"8«"rw*| h* t^ypfivuq, II, xVUi. y. 95. 
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oF the whole aflembly were fixed on him, made a fpeech, 
which appears to me juft enough. However, it oftcrw 
happens, when a fubje£l is bound in duty to oppofe the 
inclinations of his ibvereign, that the moil cautious and 
moft refpe&ful zeal is conftdered as infolence and re- 
bellion. •* Had the king (faid he) been prefent when. 
'*' thou madeft thy fpeech, none among us would then 
" have attempted to anfwer thee, for he himfelf would 
*• luLve interrupted thee, and not have fufiercd thee to 
*' prompt him to aflume the culloms of Barbarians, in 
cafting an odium on his perfon and glory, by fo fervile 
an adulation. But fince be is abfent, I will anfwer 
" thee in his name. I confider Alexander as worthy of 
" all the honours that can be paid a mortal ; but there is 
** a difierence between the worfhip of the gods and that 
**^ of men. The former includes temples, altars, prayers^ 
'* and fecrifices; the latter is confined to praifes only, 
** and awful refped. We falute the latter, and look 
" upon it as glorious to pay them fubmiflion, obedience, 
" and fidelity ; but we adore the former, .we inftitute 
*\ {ieftivals to their honour, and fing hymns and fpiritual 
" fongs to their glory. The woruiip of the gods does 
" itftelf vary, acccvding to their rank; and the homage 
** we pay to CaAor and Pollux, is not like that with 
'* wUch we adore Mercury and Jupiter- Wemuft not . 
^' thereSorQ confound all things, either by bringing down 
"' the gpdt to the condition of i^ortaU, or by raoiing a 
" mortal to the fiate of a god. Alexander would be. 
" juftly offended ihould we pay to another perfon the 
'* Kuma^e doe to his facred perfon only ; ought we not 
" to dread the indignation of the gods as much, fhoold 
'* we beftow upon mortals the honours due to tkem 
" alone? I am fenftble that our monarch is vafliy fu« 
" periorio the reft; he is the greatefi of kings, and the 
*' moft glorious of all conquerors; but then he is a itk^tit 
"' not a god. To obtain this title, he muft firil be di- 
'' Vefted of his mortal frame; but this is greatly our in- 
*' tereft to wi(h may not happen, but as late as poffible. ^ 
'* The Greeks did not worUiip Hercules till after hif . 

•* death ; 
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*^ death; and that not till the oracle had exprefiljr 
•• commanded it. The Perfians are cited as an example 
•' for our imitation ; but how long is it that the van- 
•* (juifhed have given law to the viftor? Can we forget 
•* that Alexander eroded the Hellefpont, not to fubjeft 
** Greece to Afia*^but Afia to Greece!" 

The deep filence which all the company obferved 
whilfl Callifthencs fpoke, was an indication, in fome 
mcafure, of their thoughts. The king, who ftood be- 
hind the tapcftry all the time, heard whatever had paffed. 
He thereupon ordered Cleon to be told, That without' 
infifting any farther, he would only require the Perfians' 
to fall proftrate, according to their ufual cuftom ; a little' 
after which he came in, pretending he had been bufied 
in fome affair of importance. Immediately the Perfians * 
fell proftrate to adore him. Polyfperchon, who ftood" 
near him, obferving that one of them bowed fo low that ' 
his chin touched the ground, bid him, in a rallying* 
tone of voice, to Jirike harder • The king, offended at 
tliis joke, threw Polyfperchon into prifon, and broke up * 
the aflembly. However, he afterwards pardoned him, 
but Callifthenes was not fo fortunate. - 

To rid himfelf of him, he laid to his charge a crime 
of which he was no ways guilty. Hcrmolaus, one of 
the young officers who attended upon the king in all 
places, had, upon account of fome private pique, tbrmcd 
a confpiracy againft him ; but it was very happily dif- 
covered, the inftant it was to be put in execution. The 
criminals were feifed, put to the torture, and executed. 
Not one among them had accufed Callifthenes; but 
having been very intimate with Hermolaus, that alone 
was fufficient. Accordingly he was. thrown into a dun- 
geon, loaded with irons, and the moft grievous torments 
were inflifted on him, in order to extort a confeflion of 
guilt. But he infiftcd upon his innocence to the laft, 
and expired in the midft of his tortures. 

Nothing has reflefted fo much difhonour on Alexander's 
memory, as this unjuft and cruel death of Callifthenes. 
He truly merited the name of Philofopher, from the 

folidity 
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folidity of his underftanding, the extent of his know- 
ledge, the aufterity of his life, the regalarity of his con- 
^nci, and above all, from the hatred he fo evidently 
manifefted for difiimulation and flattery of every kind. 
He was not bpm for courts, the frequenters of which 
muft have a fupple, pliable, flexible turn of mind ; 
fometimes it muft be of a knavifh and treacherous, at 
leaft, of an hypocritical, flattering caft. He very feldom 
wasfeen at the king's table though frequently invited to 
it; and whenever he prevailed fo far upon himfelf as 
to go thither, his melancholy fileift air was a manifeft 
indication, that he difapproved of every thing \hfLt was 
faid and done at it. With this humour, which was a. 
little too ftvercj he would have been an iheftuiiaBletrea^ 
fure, had he beeti pdfleffed by a prince who hated falfe- 
bood ; for among the many thoufands who furrounded 
Alexander, and. paid court to him, Callifthenes only 
had courage enough to tell him the truth. But where 
ao we mee.t with princes who know the value 6i fuch a 
virtue, and the ufe which ought to be made of it ? Truth 
feldom pierces thofe clouds which are raifed by the au« 
thority of the great, and the flattery of their coiirtler^^ 
And indeed Alexander, by this dreadful ex^ple, de« 
prived a{l virtuous men of the opportunity of exhorting 
Aim to thofe things which were for his true infeereft; 
From that inftant no i>nt fpoke with freedom in the 
council ; eveti thofe, who had- the greatdft love for 
the public, and a perfonal aiTeftion for Alexander^ 
thought thenifelves not obliged to undeceive him. 
After this, nothing was liflened to but flattery, which 
gained fuch an afcendant o\'er thai prince, as entirely 
depraved him', and juftlypuniflied him, for having fa- 
crificedv to the wild ambition of having adoration paid 
him, the moft virtin^us.man about his perfoni • 

1 obferve, aftesriSeneca, tliat the death of * Caliil^henes 
is an eternal reproach to Alexander, and fo horrid a 

crime, 

* Hoc tjl Alexandn crimen aternum, fuaj nulla vfrfuSf nulla lillorum 

felicitas rtdimct. Nam quolicns quis dixcrity occidit Perfurutn multa millia ; 

opponttufy <£f Callljibcn^m, Quptiens diSium erity occidit Darium, ,f>efU9 

... J*^** 
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CFiRie, that DO quality, bow b^ut^l (b€vet» no military 
expl^t, though of the laoft conipkuous kind^ ^an cfer 
eSace its infamy. It ii fftid ia (mom of Altxmitr, dm 
he kiUed an infinite number of Perfiins; iSM^beie* 
throned and flew the moft {powerful ki«g of die eirthi 
conquered innumerable provinces and national pene- 
trated ai far as the ocean* ind extended the bouiub d 
bis empire from the moft rcRiote part of Thraed to the 
extremities of the eaft : in afsfwer to each of thefe parti« 
culars, YeSf fays Seneca, iul ke mufdertd Cdlifithtmst a 
crime of fo heinous a nBtiure< that it enurely oblitefatcf 
llie glory of all his otber a£iioaa« 

Sect. XV. AUxsnierfits oat for India. A digrejffidn 
mth regard to that tauiUry. He Mkgts Md taits 
feoerd cUUs which Mfttartd impr^naoU^ and is ofm 
in danger of his bje. He crojes At rioer IndnSf 
i^lerwaTds ike Hydafpes^ and gains a JigffAi tdfforf 
over Porus, tvhom he teflores to ki$ throne. 



* A LEXANDER, to ftop the auirniura and dtfcon^. 
-^ tents which arofis anioftff hia foldiersy fat otii for 
India* He himfelf M^ailtod attion and lilodon» fot hft 
alwajps^ wbenunemf^loyed^ loft pariof ibef^ty lie had 
a^uired in war. An excefs of vtoity aifd fotiy fronpted 
hiim to undertake thia expedition; a projdft quk^ ufeiefi 
in itfelf^ and attended with tery dangerous cottfeqtte»c»«i 
He had ftfad ill the wrleient fables of Gfeece, tliat Bac-i 
chus and Hercules^ both f()il5of Jupitei^, &» hitnfelf waSf 
bad marched fo far. He was determmed not to befur-^ 
pafled by them: and there were hot waning ftiitierersi 
who applauded this wild, cbimei^cal defigB. 

Thefe are the things that cOnftitute th^ g\otf and 
merit of fuch pretended heroea; and it h tthia which 
many people, dazi:Ied with a falfe fpletidour> ilill adnfire 

in 

» Q. Curt. I. vUi. c. 9. 
fuem tunc magnum regnum erat ; opponetur, 6? Callifthenem. Quotieni^iiC" 
turn eritf omnia oceano tenus vicit^ iftfum quoque tentavit novh clajjibus^ ^ 
iWtpirium tx dtigml^ Tbracia ufqtie ad H^iAtifs fermiftos ffrefiHt ; dtcttur^fei 
Galliftheittm oecidit, Om^ia licet tniHf^a dttcttm r^mque exempla tr^*> 
Jkrit^ ex hisqtue fieU^ nitH Hfn ind^htm rfr//,- fHiiM fctim €aMiftbtnn. 
SteiriB. Nat. quasil. 1. vi. c. 23. 
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in Alexander: a rulicalouc defire of rambling up and 
doiva tli« world; of difturbing the tranqurllit^ of na- 
tions, who were not bound to him by any obligations ; 
of treating all tho& as enemies, who (hou)d reftife tp 
acknowledge him for their fovereign ; of ranfacking and 
extirpating fuck m fliould prefume to defend thenr li- 
benies, their polfefliona, and thrir lives, againft an un« 
juft invader, who came from the extremity of the earth 
to attack them, without the leaft fliadow of reafon. Add 
to this g^arii^ injuftice, the rafh and ftupid proje6t he 
had formed, of iubduing, with infinite labour, and the 
utmoft hazard, many more nations than it was poiEbie 
for him to keep in lubjeQion ; and the fad neceflity to 
which he was reduced, of being perpetually obliged to 
conquer them a-new, and punifli them for their rebel* 
lioo* This is a fketch of what the conqueft of Indis| 
will exl^it to us, after I ihall have given fome little 
account of the iituatslon and manners of that country^ n 
and fome of its rarities. 

Ptolemy divides India into two parts; India on this, 
and India oii the other fide of the Ganges. Alexander 
di4 Dot go beyond the fcrmer, nor even fo far as the 
Ganges. This iirft part is fituated between two great 
riv«rs, Indus, whence this country receives its name^ 
and the Ganges. Ptolemy fays, the limits of it are, to 
the weft, Parepamifus, Arachofia, and Gedrofia, which 
either fonn a part, or are upon the confines of the king* 
dom of Perfia: to the north, mount Imaus, which is 

S>art of Great Tartary : to tbeeafl, the Ganges: to the 
buih, ihe Ocean or Indian fea. 

^ AH the Indians are free, and,- like the Lacedxmo- 
nians, have no (laves among them. The only difference 
k, the latter make u(^ of foreign flaves, whereas there 
are none in In^ia. They do inot ere6t any monuments 
in honour of the dead, but are of opinion, that the re« 
puftatiQn of illnftrious men is their maafoieutn. 

They may be divided into fevcn claiTes. The firft 
md moft kmoUlsible, though the fmallefl, is that of 

the 

^ Anian. de India, p. ^4—328. 
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the Brachmans, who are, as it were, the guardians ^f 
religion. I fhail have occafion to mention tltem inthe 
fequol* 

The fecond and greateft is that of the hufbandmen^ 
Thefe are had in great veneration. Thw only employ- 
ment is to plough the fields, and they are never taken 
from this employment to carry arms and ferve. in the 
field in war time: It is aa inviolable law, never to 
moleft them or their lands. 

. The third is that of herdfm^n an<l fliepherds^ who 
keep herds and flocks,, aod .never come ,into cities. 
They rove up and down the mountains, and often ex- 
ercile themfclves in hunting. > ' > • 

, The fourth is of traders and artificers, among whom 
pilots and feamen are included. . Thcfe. three laft orders 
pay a tribute to the king, and n^ne^.are exempt froBftit 
put tliofc that make arms, who, iuft^ad of paying any 
thing, receive a ftipend. iVora the public. 

The fifth is of foldiers, whofe only employment is 
war : they are furniflied with all forts of neceffaries ; 
and, in time of peace, are abundantly fupplied with all 
things. Their life, at all times, is free and difengaged 
from cares of every kind. 

The fixth order is that of overfeers, ('EOTiVwfeoi) who 
fuperintend the aftions of . others, and, examioe every 
tranfaftion, either in cities or th^ country, and report 
the whole to the prince. I'hevirtue? and qualities re- 
quired in thefe magiftrates areexa6tnefs,fincerity, pro- 
bity, and the love of their country. None of thefe 
maglftrates, fays the hifl.orian,*hav<?.ever b^n accufed 
of Telhng an untruth. Thrice happy, naticjn, . were this 
really faft! However,, this obfervation jMCoves at leaft 
that truth and juftiqe were . had in grealt, lionour in this 
country, and that knavery a^4 infincerity wefc detefted 
in it. , ■ ' ' 

Laflly, the feventh clafs confills of perfonS employed 
in the public councils,, antl who fliare the cares gf the 
government yit^l the.,fov/ereign. . J^rom thi^ <?lafsarp 
taken niaglftrates, intendants, governours of provinces, 

; 2. • ... i generals, 
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;^enerals, and all military officers, whether for land or 
i'ea; comptrollers of the treafury, receivers, and all 
who are entrufted with the public monies. 

Thefe diflferent orders of the ftate never blend by mar- 
riage ; and an artificer, for inftance, is not allowed to 
take a wife from among the clafs of hufbandmen; and 
fo of the reft. None of thefe can follow two profef- 
lions at the fame time, nor quit one clafs for another, it 
is natural to conclude, that this regulation muft have 
contributed very much to the improvement of all arts 
and trades; as every one added his own induftiy and 
refletlions to thofe of his anceftors, which were delivered 
down to him by an uninterrupted tradition. 

Many obfervatlons might be made on thefe Indian 
cufloms, which I am obliged to omit, for the fake of 
proceeding in my hiftory. I only entreat the reader 
to obferve, that in every wife government, every well- 
governed ftate, the tilling of lands, and the grafing of 
cattle (two perpetual and certain fourccs of riches and 
abundance) have always been one of the chiei objefls of 
the care ol thole who prcfide in the adminlftration; and 
that the negleft of either, is erring againft one of the 
moft important maxims in policy. 

I alfo admire very much that cuftom of appointing 
overfeers, whether they are known for fuch or not, who 
go upon the fpot, in order to infpefl the condu6l of 
governours, intendants, and judges; the only method to 
prevent the rapine and outrages to which unlimited au- 
thority, and the diftance from a court, frequently give 
occafion ; the only method, at the fame time, for a fove- 
reign to know the ftate of his kingdom, without which 
it is impoflible for him to- govern happily the people 
whom Providence has entrulled to his care. This car^ 
regards him perfonally; and tliofe who a£l under him 
can no more difpenle with the dlfcharge of it, than 
they can ufuip his diadem. 

It is remarkable, that in India, from the month of 
Tunc to thofe of September and Oftober, exceffive rains 
fall very often^ whereby the croffing of rivers is rendered 

miJch 
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mach more difRcalt, and frequent inundations happen. 
Hence we may judge how greatly, during all this feafon, 
the aroues of Alexander muft have fufiered, as they 
were at that time in the field. 

Before I leave what relates in general to India, I (ball 
fay a few words concerning elephants, with which that 
countrv abounds more than any other. The elephant 
exceeds all terreftrial animals in fize. Some are thirteen 
or fifteen feet high. Thefemale goes a whole year with 
her young. It lives fometimes to the age of an hundred 
or an hundred and twenty years; nay much longer, if 
fome ancient writers may be credited. Its nofe, called its 
trunk ; fprobofcis) is long and hollow, like a large trura- 
]pet, and ferves the elephant infiead of a * hand, which it 
moves with incredible agility and ftrength, and thereby 
is of prodigious fervice to it. The t elephant, notwith- 
Handing its prodigious fize, is fo tra£lableandinduftrious, 
that one would be almoft apt to conclude it were informed 
with fomething like human reafon. It is fufceptible of 
affeflion, fondnefs, and gratitude, fo far as to pme away 
with forrow when it l^s loft its mafter, and even fome- 
times to deftroy itfelf when it happens to have abufed or 
murdered him m the tranfport of its fury. TWre is no 
kind of thing which it cannot be taught. Arrian, whofe 
authority is not to he queflioned, relates, that he had 
feen an elephant dance with two fymbais fixed to his 
legs, which he ftruck one after the other in cadence with 
his trunk ; and that the reft danced round him, keeping 
time with a furprifingexa6lnefs. 

He defcribes very particularly the manner in which 
they are taken. The Indians mclofe a large foot of 
ground, with a trench about twenty feet wide, and nfteen 
high, to which there is accefs but in one part, and this 
is a bridge, and is covered with turf ; in order that thefe 
animals, who are very fubtle, may not fufpefi what is 

intended. 

* Afanus thita eUphanthf ^uia propter magnifttdttrem etrp^rh dijfelks 
mdMhit haieUta ad p^fimm. Cic. dcNat. Dcpr. lib. ii. a, 133. 

•♦ BUpbanto itUnarum nulla providiHtior , At Jfgura jtue iHtftlor f 

t>t Nat. Oeor. lib. i. n. 97. 
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intehdea. Of thf? earth that is dug out of the trench, a 
kind of wall is raifed, on the other iide of which a Httle 
kind of chafnber is made, where people conceal them- 
felves in order to watch thefe animals, and its entrance 
is very fmall. In this inclofure two or three tame fe- 
male elephants are fet. The inftant the wild elephants 
fee or fmcll them, they run and whirl abdut fo much, 
that at laft they enter the inclofure, upon which the 
bridge is immediately broke down ; and the people upon 
the watch fly to the neighbouring villages for help. 
After they have been broke for a few days by hunger. 
and thirft, people enter the inclofure upon tame ele- , 
pfaants, and with thefe they attack them. As the wild 
qnesare by this time very much wisakened, it is impof^ 
fible for them to make a long refiftance. , After throw- 
ing them on the grouna, men get upon their backs hav- 
ing firft made a deep wound round their necks, about 
which tiiey throw a rope, in order to put them to great 
pain, in cafe they attempt to ftir. Being tamed in this 
manner, they fuffer thcmfelves to be led quietly to the 
houfes with the reft, where they are fed witli grafs and 
green corn, and tamed in fenfibly by blows and hun- 
ger, till fuch time as they obey readily their niafterV 
voice, and perfe£lly underftand his language. 

Every one knows the ufe that was formerly made of 
thefe animals in battle ; however they frequently made 
greater havock in the army to which they belonged, than ' 
ia that of the enemy. Their teeth, or rather tufhes, 
furniih us with ivory. But it is time to return to Alex* 
ander. 

*" This prince having entered India*, all the petty 
kings of thefe countries came to meet him, and make 
their fubmiflions. They declared that he was the third 
fun of Jupitert, who had arrived in their codlhtry : that 

Vol. VL L they 

« Quint. Curt. 1. vui. c. 9 — 14. Arrian 1. iv. p. i8a — 195. 1. y. 
p. 195—221. Flut. in Al«x. p. 697—699. Diod. 1. xvli. 557--j;^j. • 
Juilin. 1. xii. c. 7, 8. 

* Quintus Curtius fuppofi^s, tlut feveral countries on the other fide 
of tl^ Indus, but adjacent to that river, belonged to India, and madq 
part «f it. 

f Could theie Creek names of god3 be Icno^vn to the Indians } 
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tbey hadknowti Bacchus aod Herctrtw no otherwiietltan 
by fame ; but as for Alexander, they bad the happtneft 
to fee him, and to en^oy his prefence. The king re- 
ceived them with the utmoft humaaity, conKsanding 
them to accompany him, and ferve him as guides. As 
no more ot them came in to pay their faoinaffe, he de- 
'Cached HephaeAion and Perdiccas with part of his ibices, 
commanding them to fubdue all who (hould refufe to 
fubmit. But finding he was obliced to crofs iereral 
rivers, he caufed boats to be bulk m fitch a form, ahat 
tbey could foe taken to pieces; the (everal parts of tkcm 
to be carried upon waggons, and afterwards, put together 
4t|[ain« Then, having commanded Craterus to follow 
hita witKhis phalanx, he himfelf marched before, with 
his cavalry arid Iight»armed troops; and, after a (light en- 
gagement, he deteatod thofe who had dared toraafcehead 
againil him, and purfued them to the next city, into 
which they fled. Craterus beir\g come up, tht king, in 
order to lerrify, on a fuddeii, thofe nattioos wha had »»t 
yet felt tl^Q power of the Macedoniaii avms, eommaioded 
his foldiers to bum down the SortifiicattoBaof that pboe, 
wluch he befieged in a regular way, asd to put att die in- 
habixtnts to the fword* But as he was gcui^ round the 
walls on horfebaek, he was wotmded by an a^rnmr. 
Notwithfianding ^s accident, he took the city, after 
Wjbicb. he made dreadful havoc of ail the iakhers and 
inhabitaRtSi am) did not fo nuich as fp^e the honfrs. 

A&er f^bduing this nation, which was of great coo- 
fequence, he marched towards the city of Nyia, and en- 
camped pretty near its walls, behind a foreil that hid k. 
In the Riean time, it grew fo very cold en t^c aight, 
that tb^y had pevtfr yet felt foexcoffivea chill ; but, very 
happily for feh/em, a xemtdy was near at haiML They 
felled a great number of trees, and lighxed up federal 
fires, wibich proved very comibrtable to the whole Army. 
The boTiegeahaving attempted, a iklly with ill faccefs, a 
fa^ion ^oiie in the city, some beixigof opimon, that it 
would be beft for them to furrender, whiHl others- wen- 
fo^ holding oiu the ficge. This coming to the king's 

3 • c*r. 
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ear, lie^Oiiiy blocked up the city, and dk! not do the in- 
habitaiiis,affiy further injury; tWi at lad, tired out with 
the iengtb of the fiege, they furendered at difcretion^ 
aiad accordingly were kindly treatefd by the conqueror. 
They dsclatea tbae their city had heen hiiilt by Bacchus. 
The. whole army for fix days-togettier, celebrated games, 
and made rejoicings 00 this mountain, in honour of the 
gad who W9& there worfhipped. 

^ He raarehcd from thence to vt country called Das- 
dala, which' had been abandoned by the inhabitants, who 
had fled t&p fheiter toinacceSiMe monntains, as alfo thofe 
of Acedera, into which he afterwards entered. This 
obliged him lo ehange his method of war and to difpcrfc 
his forces in different places, by which means the enemy , 
W^e all defeated at otKe : no rcfiftance was made any 
whese, andthofewbo were fo courageous as to wait the' 
a»Bi«ng up- of ibe Macedonians,, were all cut to pieces* 
Ptis^my took fever al Kttfe cities the mftant he fat down 
before them: Alexander carried rhe Farge ones, and, 
after tinitiing all hi» forces, paffed the river * Choafpes, 
aiid. left Ceen«i$ to befiege a ri-ch and populous city» . 
called Bazica by the inhabitants. 

He afterwavd^ marched towards Magofa, whofe king, 
odled Aflacanus, was Ikcly dead, and Cleophes, his 
niother,^ ruled the province aiid city. There were thirty 
tfifeoufand foot in it, and both nature and art feemed to have 
united tiheir endeavours in raifing its fortifications ; for 
towards the eaft, it h furro»nded wrch a very rapid river, 
the banks of which are fteep, and difficult of acccfs ; and 
on the weft are high, craggy rocks ; at the foot whereof 
are caves, which, through length of time, had increaled 
ir«o a kind of abyffes ; and where thefe fail, a trench, ' 
of anaftonifhingneight, israifed with incredible labour. 

Whiift Alexander was going round the city, to vicriv . 
its fortifications, he was myt by an arrow in the calf of ' 
his leg; but heon^y puMed out the weapon ; and, with- 
out f6 much as binding wp ihewound, motmted hishorfe, 

L 9 and 

*A. M. 3«77. Ant. J. C. 3*7. 
* Thi« is not the Choafpes which runs by Sofa. 
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and continued to view the outward fortifications of the 
city. But as he rode with his leg downward, and the 
coii^^ealing of the blood put him to great pain, it is re- 
lated that he cried, * " Every one fwears that I am the 
fon of Jupiter, but my wound makes me feeble that I 
am a man/' However, he did not leave the place till 
he had.feen every thing; and given all the neceffary 
orders. Some of the j^oldiers, therefore, demolifihed 
fuch houfes as ftood without the city, and with the rub- 
bi(h of them they filled, up the gulphs above mentioned. 
Others threw great trunks of trees and huge flones into 
them; and all laboured with fo much vigour, that in 
niae days the works were compleated, and the towers 
were raifed upon them. 

The king, without waiting till his wound was iiealed, 
vifited the works, and after applauding the foldiers for 
their great difpatch, he caufed the ejigines to be brought 
forward, whence a great number of darts were difchar^ed 
againft thofe who defend.ed the walls. But that which 
moft terrified the Barbarians, was thofe towers of a vaft 
height, which feemed to them to move of th^emfelves. 
This made them imagine, that they were%ade to ad-. 
Vance by the gods; and that thofe battering rams which 
heat down walls, and the javelins thrown by engines, 
the like of which they had never feen, could not be the 
eSe& of human firength : fo that, perfuaded that it would 
be impoffible for them to defend the city, they withdrew 
into the citadel ; but not finding themfelves more fecure 
there, they fent ambaifadors to propofe a furrender. The 
queen afterwards came and met Alexander, attended by 
a great number of ladies, who all brought him wine in 
cups, by way of facrifice. The king gave her a very 
gracious reception, and rcftored her to her kingdom. 

From hence Polyfperchon was fent with an army to 

befiege the city of Ora, which he foon took. Moil of 

its inhabitants had withdrawn to the rock called Aornlos. 

There was a tradition, that Hercules having befieged 

' this 
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this rock, an earthquake had forced him to quit the 
fiege. There are not on this rock, as on many others, 
gentle declivities of eafy accefs ; but it rifes like a bank ; 
and being very wide at bottom, grows narrower all the 
way to ' the top, which terminates in a point. The 
river Indus, whofe fource is not far from this place, 
flows at ^he bottom, its fides being perpendicular and 
high ; and on the other fide were vait morafTes, which 
it was necefliaury to fill up before, the rock could be taken. 
Very happily for the Macedonians they were near a 
forefl. This the king had cut down, commanding his 
foldiers to carry off nothing but the trunks, the branches 
of which were lopped , in order that thqr might be carried 
with the lefs difficulty; and he himlelf threw the firft 
trunk into the morafs. The army feeing this, (houted 
' for joy, and every foldier labouring with incredible dili- 
gence, the work was finifhed in feven days: iinmediately 
after which the attack began. The officers were of 
opinion, that it would not be proper for the king to 
expofe himfelf on this occafion, the danger being evi- 
dently too great. However, the trumpet had no fooner 
founded, but this prince, who was not mafter of his 
courage, commanded his guards to follow> himfelf (irO: 
cHmbingihe rock. At this fight, it appeared no longer 
inacceflible, and every one flew after him. Never weie 
foldiers expofcd to greater danger; but they were all- 
refolVed to conquer or die. Several fell from the rock 
into the river, whofe wliirlpools iwallowed them up; 
The Barbarians rolled great ilones on the foremoft, wha 
being fcarce able to keep upon their- feet (the rock was 
fo flippery) fell down the precipices, and were daflied 
to pieces. No fight could poffibly be more difmal than 
this; the king, greatly afflifted at the lofs of fo many 
brave foldiers, caufed a retreat to be founded. Never^ 
t;heleft, though he had loft all hopes of taking the place< 
and was deternined to raife the liege, he a3ed as if he 
intended to continue it, and accordingly gave orders for 
bring forward the towers and other engines. The 
befieged, by way of infult, made great rejoicings; and 
continued their feftivity for two days and two nights^ 

making 
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msikxng the rock, and t&e whole neighbourhood, echo 
with the ibund of thck dmans and cyiaabals. But th6 
third night theyr were not heard, and the Macedonians 
wei r furprifed to fee cveiy part of thcrock iilumisated 
with torches. The king- was informed, that the In- 
dians liad lighted them to affift their flight, and to guide 
them the more eafjly ifi thofe precipices,- duitng the 
pbfcufity of the nighti immediateiy the whole army, 
by Alexancier's order^ Oiottted aloud, whidi terrified the 
fugitives ib muchi, that feveral of them fancying they 
faw the enemy, flung themfdves from the top of the 
rock, and perifhed miferabiy. The king having fo h^ 
pily and nnexpedediy poffefled himfelf of the rock, in 
an aimoil miraculmis maiiner, . thanked th^ gods, aad 
offered facrificcs in their honour. 

From licnce he marched and took Echotimiuj-and 
after iixteen days' marcix arrived at the river Ifidus, where 
he found that'Hephseilion had got ail things ready for 
his paSage, purfuKnt' to ilie orders given hinj. The 
king oi tiie counkry, called Omphis, whofe farher died- 
feme time before, had fcnt to Alexander, to know whcl 
therhe would give him leave to wear the crowrt. Not- 
withftanding the Macedonian told him he might, he 
neverthelefs delayed putting it on till bis arrival. H€ 
then went to meet him with his whole army ; and whc^ 
Alexander-was advanced pretty near, he puibed forward 
his horfe, came up fingly to him, and the king did th^ 
fame. The Indian then told him by an interpreter, 
^ That he was come to meet him at the head of his 
♦* army, in order to deliver up all his forces into his 
** hands. That he furrendered hisperfon and his king* 
*^ dom to a monarch, who, he was fenfible, fought only 
" with the view of acquiring glory, and dreaded nothing 
*.* fo much as treachery." The king greatly fatisiied 
vith the franknefs of the Barbarian, gave him his handr 
and reftored him his kingdoms. He then made Alex* 
^mder a prefent of fifty-fix elephants, and a great number 
of other animals of prodigious fize. Alexander aflcing 
him which were moft neceifary to him, hnibandmen or 

foldiers?' 
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Ibkiiers? he replied, that as he was stt war l^ith two 
kings, the latter were of greateft fervice to him. Thefc 
two monarchs were Abifares and Porus, the latter of 
whom was moft powerful, and the dominions of both 
were fituated on the other fide of the Hydafpes. Om- 
phis alTuraed the diadem, and took the name of Taxikis, 
by which the kings of that countr)' were called. He 
made magnificent prefents to Alexander, who did not 
fufier himfelf to be exceeded in geneiofity. 

The next day, ambafladors From Abifares waiting 
upon the king, furrendered up to bin:, purfuant to the 
power given them, all the dominions of their fovereignj 
and after each party had promifed iideiity on both (ides» 
they returned back. 

Alexander expelling that Porus, aftoniihed whh the 
report of his glory, would not fail to fubmit to him» 
fent a meifage to that prince, as if he had been his vafTaly 
requiring him to pay tribute, and meet him upon the 
frontiers of his dominions. Porus anfweied with great 
coldnefs, that he would do fo, but it flrould be fword in 
hand. At the fame time a re-infor cement of thirty 
elephants, which were of great fervice, were fent to 
Alexander. He gave the fupcrintendance of all his ele-' 
phant^ to Taxilus, and advanced' as far as the borders oi 
the Hyds^pes. Porus was encamped on the other fide 
of it, in order to difpute the pafTage with him ; and had 
pofted at the head ot his army eighty-five elephants of a 
prodigious iize, and behind them three hundred chariotSt 
guarded by thirty thoufand foot ; not having at moft^ 
above fevrn thoufand horfe. This prince was mounted 
on an elephant of much larger fize than any of the reft, 
and be himfelf exceeded the ufual ftature of men ; fa 
that, clothed in his armour glittering with gold and 
filver, he appeared at the fame time terrible and ma- 
jefttc. The greatnef^ of his courage equalled that of 
his flature, and he was as wife and prudent as it was 
poffible for the monarch of fo barbarous a people to be. 

The Macedonians dreaded not only the enemy, but 
the river they were obliged to pafs. It was four furlongs 

wide 
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wide (about f6tft hundred fathoms) and fo deep in every 
part, that it looked like a fea, and was no where ford- 
able. It was vaftly impetuous, notwithftanding its great 
breadth; for it roiled with as much violence, as if it had 
been confined to a narrow channel ; and its raging, foam- 
ing waves, which broke in many places, difcovered that 
It wastull of ftones and rocks- However, nothing was 
fo dreadful as the appearance of the (hore, which was 
quite covered with men, horfes and elephants. Thofe 
hideous animals flood like fo many towers, and the In- 
dians exafpcrated them, in order that the horrid cry they 
made might fill the enemy with greater terror. How- 
ever, this could not intimidate an army of men, whofc 
courage was proof againfl; all attacks, and who were 
animated by an uninterrupted feries of profperities; but 
then they did not think it would be pofTible for them, as 
tlieir barks were fo crazy, to furmount the rapidity of 
the ftream, or land with fafety. 

This river was full of little iflands,. to which the In- 
dians and Macedonians ufed to fwim, with their arms 
over their heads ; and flight fkirmifhes were every day 
iuuglit in the fight of the two kings, who were well pleafed 
to make thofe fmall excurfions of their refpeftive forces, 
and to form a judgment from fuch (kirmifiies, of the 
iuccefs of a general battle. There were two young 
officers in Alexander's army, Egefimachus and Nicanor, 
men of equal intrepidity, and who, having been ever 
fuccefsful, defpifed dangers of every kind. They took 
with them the braveft youths in the whole army : and, 
with no other weapons than their javelins, fwaih to an 
ifland in which feveral of the enemy were landed ; where, 
with fcarce any other afliftance but their intrepidity, they 
made a great (laughter. After this bold ftroke, they 
might have retired with glory, where it poffible forrafli- 
neis, when fuccefsful, to keep within bounds. But as 
they waited with contempt, and an infulting air, for 
thofe who-came to fuccour their companions, they were 
furrounded by a band of foldiers, who had fwam unpcr- 
ceivcd to the ifland, and overwhelmed with the darts 

which 
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which were fliot from far. Thofe who endeavoured to 
fave themfelves by fwiinming, were either carried away 
by the waveSi or fwallowed up by the whirlpools. The" 
courage of Porus, who faw all this from the fliore, was 
furprifingly increafed by this fuccefs. 

Alexander was in great perplexity; and finding he 
could not pafs the Hydafpes by force of arms, he there- 
Cpre refolved to have recourfe to artifice. Accordingly 
he caufed his cavalry to attempt feveral times to pafs it 
in the night, and to Ihout as if they really intended to 
ford the river, all things being prepared for that pur- 
pofe. Immediately Porus hurried thither with his ele- 
phants, but Alexander continued in battle-array on the 
bank. This llratagem having been attemp'ted feveral 
times, and Porus. finding the whole but mere noife 
and empty menaces; he took no further notice of thefe 
niptions, andpnly fent fcouts to every part of the Ihore. 
Alexander Jt>eing now nojonger apprehenfive of having 
the whole army of the enemy fall upon him, in his at- 
tempting to crofs the river in the night, began to refolvc 
ferioufly to pafs it. 

There was in this river, at a confiderable diftance from* 
Alexander's camp, an'iflan4 of a greater extent than any 
of the.reft. This being covered with trees,, was very 
proper for him to cover and conceal his defign, andthere- 
fore he refolved to attempt the paflage that way. How- 
ever, the better to conceal the knowledge of it from the 
enemy, and deceive him on this occafion, he left Cra- 
terus in his camp with a great part, of the army, with 
orders for them to make a great noife, at a certain time 
which ihould be appointed, in order to alarm the Indi- 
ans, and make them believe that he w^s preparing to 
crofs the river; but that he would not attempt this,' till 
fuch time as Porus fhould have raifed his camp, and 
marched away his elephants, either to withdraw or ad- 
vance towards thofe Macedonians who fhould attempt 
the paflage. Between the camp and the ifiand he had 
polled Meleager and Gorgias with the foreign horfe and . 

L 5 ', foot,. 
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foot, With orders for them to pafs over in bodies, the' 
infiant they (bpuld fee him engaged in baltk. 

After giving thefe orders, be took the reft ©f hi# army, 
as well cavalry as infantry ; aiid, wheeling off from the 
ihore, in order to avoid being perceived, he advanced 
in the night-time towards the iOand into which he was 
refolved to go; and the better to deceive the enemy, 
Alexander caufed his tent to be pitched in the camp 
where he had left Cratenis, which was oppofite to that 
of Poms. His life«goards were drawn tip round, in all 
the pomp and fplendotir with which the iHajefty of a great 
king is uhially furroiinded. He alio cdxtfed a royal robe 
to be put npOQ Attalus, who was of the fame age with 
bimfeff, and fo mnch refembled the king, both in ftature 
and features, efpecially at fo great a diflance as the 
breadth of the riVer, that the enemy might fnppofe 
Alexander himfelf was on the bank, and was attempt* 
iog the paflage in that place. He however was by thit 
time got to the ifland above-mentioned; and imme- 
diately landed upon it from boats, with the reft of his 
troops, whilft the enemy was employed in oppofmg 
Graterus. But now a furious ftorm aroie, which feetned 
as if it would retard the execution of his projed, yet 
proved of advantage to it ; for fo fcvtunate Was thi» 
princCs that obftacles changed into advantages, andfuc<« 
cours in his favour: the ftorm was fucceeded by a very 
violent fhower, with impetuous winds, flaflies of light- 
ning and thunder, infomuch that there was no hearing or 
feeing any thing. Any man but Alexander would have 
abandoned his defign; but he, on the contrary, was 
animated by danger, not to mention that the noife, the 
confufion, and the darknefs, allifted his pafi&ge* He 
thereupon made the (i^nal for the embarkdtibn of his 
troops, and went off himfelf in the firft bosrt. It is re- 
ported that it was on this occafion he cried out, •• O 
Athenians, could you think 1 would expofe myfelf to fuch 
dangers, to merit your applaufe!** And, indeed^ nothing 
could contribute liaore t6 eterbize his lUme, than the 
having his a^lions recorded by fuch great hiftorians as 

Tbucydides 
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Thucydides and Xenopbon ; • and fo anxious was be 
about the charafter which would be given him after his 
death, that he wifhed it were poffible for him to return 
again iiuo the world only fo long as was neceffary to 
know what kind of impreffion the perufal of his hiftory 
made on the minds of men. 

Scarce any per fon appeared to oppofe their defcent, 
becaafe Porus was wholly taken up with Craterus, and 
imagined he had nothing to do but to oppofe his paflfage. 
Immediately this general, purfuant to his orders, made 
a prodigious clamour, and leemed to attempt the paifage 
ot the river. Upon this all the boats came to /bore, 
one excepted,, which the waves dafhed to pieces againft a 
rock. The moment Aiexander was landed, he drew up 
in order of battle his little army, confifting of fix thou- 
fand foot and five thoufand horfe. He htmfelf headed 
the latter; and, having commanded the foot to make 
all imaginable difpatch after him, he marched before. 
It was his firm opinion, that in cafe the Indians fhould 
oppofe him with their whole force, his cavalry would 
give him infinite advantage over them ; and that, be 
this as it would, he might eafily continue fighting till 
his foot ihould come up; or, that in cafe the enemyl 
alarmed at the news of his paffing, fhould fly, it wouia 
then be in his power to piirfue, and make a great 
flaughter of them. 

Porus, upon hearing that Alexander had paifed the 
river, had lent againft him a detachment^ commanded 
by one of his fons, of two thoufand horfe, atid one hun* 
drcd and* twenty chariots. Alexander imagined them at 
firfl to be the enemy's van-guard, and that the whale 
army was behind them ; but, being informed it was but 
a detachment, he charged them with fuch vigour; thai 
Porus's fon was killed upon the fpot, with four hundred 
borfes, and all the chariots were taken. Each of thefe 
chariots carried fix men; two were armed with buck- 
lers, two bowmen fat on each fide, and two guided the 
chariot, who neverthelefs always fought when the battle 

grew 
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Srcw wamit having a great number of darts which they 
ifcharged at the enemy. But all thefe did little exe- . 
cution that day, becaufe the rain, which fell in great (. 
abundance, had moifiened the earth to fuch a degree, I 
that the horfes could fcarce ftand upon their legs; and 
the chariots being very heavy, moft of them funk very 
deep into the mud. 

. Porus, upon receiving advice of the death of his fon^ 
the defeat of the detachment, and of Alexander's ap- 
proach, was in doubt whether it would be proper for him 
to continue in his poll, becaufe Craterus, with the reft of 
the Macedonian army made a feint as if they intended 
tapafs the river. However, he at laft refolved to go and 
meet Alexander, whom he juftly fuppofed to be at the 
head of the choiceft troops of his army- Accordingly, 
leaving only a few elephants in his camp, to amufe thofe 
who were pofied on the oppofite fliore, he fet out with 
thirty thouland foot, four thoufand horfe, three thoufand 
chariots, and two hundred elephants. Being come into 
a 6rm, fandy foil, in which his horfes and chariots might 
wheel about with eafe, he drew up his army in battle- 
array, with an intent to wait the coming up of the 
enemy. He poiled in front, and on the firft line, all 
the elephants at an hundred feet diilance one from the 
other, in order that they might ferye as a bulwark to his 
foot, who were behind. It was his opinion, that the 
enemy's cavalry would not dare to engagein thefe inter- 
vals, becaufe of the fear thofe horfes would have of the 
elephants ; and much lefs the infantry, when they fliould 
fee that of the enemy pofted behind the elephants, and 
in danger of being trod to pieces by thofe animals. He 
had pofted fome of his foot on the fame line with the 
clepnants, in order to cover their right and left; and this 
infantry was covered by his two wings of horfe, before 
which the chariots were pofted. Such was the order 
and difpofition of Por^jis's army. 

Alexander being come in fight of the enemy, waited 

the coming up ot his foot, which marched with the 

^tmoft diligence, and arrived a little after: and in order 
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that thqr might have time to take breath, and not be 
led, as they were very much fatigued, againft the etiemyf 
he caufed his horfe to make a great many evoUitions, m 
order to gain time. But now every thing being ready, 
and the infantry having fufficiently recovered their vi- 
gour, Alexander gave the fignal of battle. He did not 
think proper to begin by attacking the enemy's main ' 
body, where the infantry and thfe elephants were pofted, 
for the very reafon which had made Porus draw them up 
in that manner: but his cavalry being ftronger, he drew 
out the greateft part of them ; and marching againft the 
left wing, fent Coenuswith his own regiment of horfe, 
and that of Demetrius, to charge them at the fame time ; 
ordering him to attack that cavalry on the left, behind, 
during which he himfelf would charge them both in 
front and flank. Seleucus, Antigonus, and Tauron, 
who commanded the foot, were ordered hot to ftir from 
their pofts, till Alexander's cavalry had put that of the 
enemy, as well as their foot, into diforder. 

Bemg come within arrow-fhot, he detached a thoufand 
bowmen on horfeback, with orders for them to make 
their difcharge on the horfe of Porus's left wing, in 
order to throw it into diforder, whilft he himfelf fhould 
charge this body in flank, before it had time to rally. 
The Indians, having joined' again their fquadrons, and- 
drawn them up into a narrower compafs, advanced 
againft Alexander. At that inftant Ccenus charged them 
in the fqar, according to the orders given him ; infomuch 
that the Indians were obliged to face about on all fides, 
to defend themfelves from the thoufand bowmen, and 
againft Alexander and Coenus. Alexander, to make the 
beft advantage of the confufion into which this fudden 
attack had thrown them, charged with great vigour thofe 
that made head againft him, who being no longer able 
to ftand fo violertt an attack, were foon broke, and 
retired beliind the elephants, as to an impregnable ram- 
part. Tbe leaders or the elephants made them advance 
againft the enemy's horfe; but, that very inftant, the 
Macedonian phalanx moving on a fodden, furrounded 
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thofe Animals, and charged with their pikes the elephants 
themfelves and their leaders. TTiis battle was very dif- 
ferent from all thofe wirich Alexander had hitherto 
fought ; for the elephants rnfhing upon the battalions, 
broke, with inexpreffible fury, the thickeft of them ; 
when the Indian horfe, feeing the Macedonian foot 
flopped by the elephants, returned to the charge : how- 
ever, that of Alexander being ftronger, and liaving 
greater experience in war, broke this body a fecond time, 
and obliged it to retire towards the elephants ; upon 
which the Macedonian horfe being all united in one 
body, fpread'tcrrour and confulion wherever they at- 
tacked. The elephants being all covered with wounds, 
and the greatcft part having Joft their leaders, they did 
not obferve their ufualordfer; but, difira6led as it wcrt 
with pain, no longer diilrnguifhed friends from foes, 
but running about from place to place, they overthrew 
every thing that came in their way. The Macedonians, 
who had purpofely left a greater interval between their 
battalions, either made way for them wherever they 
came forward, or charged with darts thofe that fear and 
the tumult obliged to retire. Alexander, after having 
furrounded the enemy with his horfe, made a fignal to 
his foot to march up with all imaginable fpeed, in order 
to make a laft effoit, and to fall upon them with his 
whole force, all which they executdl very fnccefsfully. 
In this manner the greateft part of the Indian cavalrv 
were cut to pieces; and a body of their foot, whicn 
fuftained no lefs lofs, feeing themfelves charged on all 
fides, at laft fled. Craterus, who had continued in the 
camp \yith the reft of his army, feeing Alexander en- 
gaged with Porus, croflfed the river, and charging the 
routed foldiers with his troops, who were cool and vi- 
gorous, by that means killed as many enemies in the re* 
treat, as had fallen in the battle. 

The Indians loft on this occafion twenty thoa£ind 
foot and three thoufand horfe; not to mention the 
chariots which were all broke to pieces, and the ele* 
phants that were either killed or taken- Porus*s two 

fons 
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fons fell In this battle, with Spitacus, governor of the 
province; all the colonels of horfe and foot, and thofe 
who guided the elephants and chariots. As for Alex- ' 
ander, he loft but £ourfcore of the fix thoufand foldiers 
who were at the firft charge, ten bowmen of the horfe, 
twenty of his horfe-guards, and two hundred common 
foldiers. 

Porus, after having^ performed all the duty both of a 
foldier and a general in the battle, and fought with in- 
credible bravery, feeing all his horfe defeated, and the 
greateft part of hU foot, did not behave like the great 
Darius, who, on a like difafter, was the firft that fled: 
on the contrary, he continued in the field, as long as 
one battalion or fduadron ftood their ground; but at 
laft, having received a wound in the fhouTdcr, he retired 
lipon his elephant ; and was eafily diftinguiflied from the 
reft, by the greatnefsof his ftature, and nis unparalleled 
bravery. Alexander, finding who he was by thofe 
glorious marks, and being denrous of faving tms king, 
fent Taxilus after him, becaufe he was of the fame na- 
tion. The latter advancing as near to him- as. he might, 
without running any danger of being wounded, called' 
out to him to ftop, in order to hear. the roeflage he had 
brought him from Alexander. Porus turning back, 
and feeing it was Taxilus, his old eriemy ; " How !'* 
fays he, " is it not Taxilus that calls, that traitor to his* 
• country and kingdom?" Immediately after which, he 
would have transfixed him with his dart, had he not in- 
ftantly retired. Notwithftanding this, Alexander was 
ftill defirous to fave fo brave a prince, and theyupon 
difpatched other officers, among whom was Meroc, on^' 
of his intimate friends, who Defought him, in the 
ftrongeft terms, to wait oipon a conqueror, akogethier 
worthy of him. After much intreaty, Porus consented,* 
and accordingly fet forward. Alexander, who had been 
told of his cofmirtg, advanced forwards in order ro re- 
ceive him with fome of his train. Being come pretty 
near, Alexander flopped, purpofely to take a vicfw of 
Lis 'ftature and noble mien,' be being about five cubits 

in 
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in height.* Porus did not feem deje£led at his mU- 
fortunei but came up with a refolute countenance, like 
a valiant warrior, whofe courage in defending his do- 
minions ought to acquire him the efteem of the brave 
prince who had taken him prifoner. Alexander fpoke 
firfi, and with an auguft and gracious air, afked him 
how he defired to be treated? *' Like a king," replied 
Porus. •* But," "continued Alexander, "do you aik 
nothing more? No," replied Porus ; "all things are 
included in that fingleword." Alexander, ftruckwith 
this greatnefs of foul, the magnanimity of which feemed 
heightened by difirefs, did not only reftore him his 
kingdom, but annexed other provinces to it, and treated 
him with the higheft teftimonies of honour, efteem, 
and friendihip. rorus was faithful to him till his death. 
It is hard to fay, whether the viflor or the vanquiihed 
heft deferved praife on this occafion. 

Alexander built a city on the fpot where the battle 
had been fought, and another in that place where he 
had crofled the river. He called the one Nicaea from 
his viftory ; and the other Bucephalon, in honour of his 
borfe who died there, not of his wounds, but of old age. 
After having paid the laft duties to fuch of his foldiers 
as had loft their lives in battle, he foleranized games, 
and offered up facrifices of thanks, in the place where 
he had pafled the Hydafpes. 

This prince did not know to whom he was indebted 
for his viftories. We are afioniftied at the rapidity of 
Alexander's conquefts ; theeafe with which hefurmounts 
the greateft obftacles, and forces almoft impregnable 
cities ; the uninterrupted and unheard-of felicity that ex- 
tricates him out of thofe dangers into which his raftmefs 
plunges him, and in which, one would have concluded, 
he muft a hundred times have periflied. But to unravel 
thefe myfterious kinds of events, fevcral of which are 
repugnant to the ufual couffe of things, we muft go 
back to a fuperior caufe, unknown to the prophane 
hiftorians, and to Alexander himfelf. This^-monarch 



was, 



* Seven feet and a half. 



OF ALEXANDER. '233 

was, like Cyrus, the minifter and inftrument of the So- 
vereign Difpofer of empires, who raifes and deftroysthem 
at pleafure. He had received the fame orders to over-» 
throw the Perfian and eaftern empires, as Cyrus to de- 
ftroy that of Babylon. The fame Power condufted their 
enterprifes, aflured them of fuccefs, protefted and pre- 
ferved therh from all dangers, till they had executed tneir 
comraiffion, and completed their miniftry. We may ap- 
ply to Alexander, the words which God fpake to Cyrus 
in Ifaiah ^ ** Cyrus, whofe right hand I have holden, to 
fubdue nations before him ; and I will caufe the loins of 
kings to open before him the two-leaved gates, and the 
gates fliall not be fhut: I will go before thee, and make 
the crooked paths firaight : I will break in pieces the gates 
of hrafs, and cut in funder the bars of iron. And I will 
jpive thee treafures of darknefs, and hidden treafurcs of 
iecret places. ■ I girded thee, though thou haft not 
known me." This is the true and only caufe of the 
incredible fuccefs with which this conqueror was at- 
te|)ded; oJF his unparalleled bravery; the aiFe£tion his 
foidiers had for him, the fore-knowledge of his felicity, 
and his aflurance of fuccefs, which ailonilhed his moil 
intrepid captains. 

Sect. XVL Alexander advances into India, Adigreljion 
relating to the Brackmans* Thai prince refolves to march 
as far as the Ganges , which raifes a general difcontent in 

^m his army. Remonjlrances being made to him on that ac* 
county he lays afide his dejign^ and is contented with goings 
no farther than the oceant Heftbdues all things in his 
way thither^ and is expofed to great danger at the fiege of 
the city of the Oxydraca ; and arriving at lajl at the ocsani 
ke afterwards prepares for his return into Europe, 

^ A LEXANDER, after his famous viftory over Porus, 

■^^ advanced into India, where, he fubdued a great 

many nations and cities. He looked upon himfelf as a 

conqueror 

^ Chap. xlv. 1—5. t A. M. 3^78. Ant. J. C. z%6, ^. Curt, 
lib. ix. cap. i. 
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conqueror by profcflion as vreil as by hisdignit)', and 
c^ngaged every day in newexpioats with fo much ardour 
and vivacity, tiot he feemed'to fancy faimfeif invefted 
with a perfonal commifiicMi, and. that there was an im^^ 
mediate obligation upon him to ftorra all cities, to lay 
wafte all provinces, to^ extirpate ail nations, which 
(hould refufe his yoke; and that he fhould have cotifi- 
dered himfelf as guilty of a crime, had he ibrbore vifit- 
ing e?ery comer of the earth, and carrying terror and 
defolation wherever he went. He pafled the Acefines, 
and afterwards the Hydraotes, two confiderabie rivers. 
Advice was then brought him, that a great number of 
free Indians had made a confedeiacy to defend their 
liberties ; and among the reft,, the Caytheans*, who were 
the moil valiant and moA fkilful of thofe nations in the 
art of war; and that they were encampednear a ftrotig 
city, called Sangala. Alexander fet out againft tbeie 
Indians, defeated them in a pitched battle, took the 
city, and razed it to the very foimdations* 

^ One day, as he was riding at the head of his sotny, 
fome philofophers called. Brachmans in the langui^ of 
that country, were converfing together, as they were 
walking in a meadow. The inilant they perceived kiin» 
they all ftaraped againft the ground with their feet. 
Alexander, farprif<^ attbis ejctcaordinary gefture» de- 
manded the caufe of it. They anfwered, pointing to 
tlje ground with their fingers, *' That no man pofieifed 
*' auy more of that element than he could enjoy: That 
** the only difference between him and other men^ M?as, 
** that he was more reitlefs, and ambitious than they^and 
" over. ran all feas and lands, merely to harm others and 
" himfelf : and yet — he would die at bit, and pofTefsno 
** greater part of" the earth than was neceflary tor his in- 
*' terment." Theking was not difpleafed atthisanfwer: 
but he was hurried on by a torrent of glory, and his ac- 
tions were the very reverfc of wtet he approved. 

. . ^ Thefe 

•I 

h Arrian. lib. viL p. 175;, zj6. Id. ki fndic, p. 3*4. Strab. fib. 
xv. p. 715—717. Plut. in Alex. p. 701. Q. Curt. lib. viii. c. 9. 
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Thefe Bradimans, fays Arrian, are in great renera* 
tion m lh«r coiintiy, Tbey do not pay any tribute to 
the prince, but aflift him with their counfei, and per*^ 
form the fame offices as the Ma^ do to the ktiig& of 
Periia. They aflift at the pubhc facrifices; and if a 
perfon defires to facrifice in private, one of thefe muft 
be prcfent, mhcrwifc the Indians are perfuaded they 
would not be agreeable to the gods. They apply thcm- 
feives particularly to confulting the ilars; none but 
themfeives pretend to divination; and they foretell 
chiefly, the change of vreather and of the feafons. If 
a Brachman has tailed thrice in his predi&ions, he ii 
fitenced for ever. 

Their famiments, according to Sinaibo, are not very 
di&rent from thofe of the Greeks, They believe^that 
the world had a beginning; that it will end^; that itl 
form ifi circular; that it was created by God, who pre* 
fides over, and fillg it, with his majefty ; and that water 
is the principic of all things. With regard to the im- 
mortality of the foul, and the punifli^eni of the wicked 
in hell, they follow the dbdrine of Plato; intermixing 
it, like that philofopher, with fome fiftions, in order to 
exprefs dr defcribe thofe punilhment^. 

Several among d)em go always naked; wlSenc^ th^ 
Greeks give them the name of GymnofopMflsv Mfeiny» 
itici^ible particulars are related, concerningtheau^ef ity 
of their lives and their prodigious patience. Their only 
meat and drink is roots and water. As they admit the^ 
metempfychofis, and believe that the fouh of men^ 
tranfmigrate into thofe of beads, they abftain from the^ 
fleih of animals. It is thought, that Pythagoras bor-^ 
rowed this doflrine from the Brachmans. They con-t 
tinue whole days fianding with their faces towards ^h& 
fun, and that in the feafon when this planet darts its 
rays with the greateft violence. Perfuaded that it is 
beneath the dignity of a man to wait calmly for deaths 
when he finds himfelf oppreffed by age or ficknefs,. 
they hold it glorious to prevent their laft hour, and burn 
themfelvies alive; and» indeed, they pay no honours t»' 
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thofe who die merely of old age; and imagihe they 
would pollute their funeral pile, and the fire that is to 
burn them to aihes, Ihould they go into it otherwifc 
than full of li£e and vigour. Other Brach'maos, more 
judicious and humane than the former, live in cities, 
and aflbciate with their own fpecies; and fo far from 
confidering felf-murder as a virtuous or brave a&ion, 
they look upon it as a weabiefs in man not to wait 
patiently the ftroke of death, and as a crime to dare to 
anticipate the will of the gods. 

Cicero admires, in his Tufculan queftiohs, the in- 
vincible patience, not only of the Indian feges, but 
alio of the * women of that country, who ufed to 
conieft for the honour of dying with their common 
hufband. This privilege was refer ved for- that wife 
whom the hufband had loved mofl affectionately; and 
was given in her favour by the fentence of perfons. ap- 
pointed for that purpofe, who never gave a judgment 
till fuch time as they made a {lri£l examination, and 
heard the allegations on all fides. The wife on whom 
the preference was beftowed, ran to meet death, and 
afcended the funeral pile with incredible ioy and pa« 
ticnce; whilfl the furvivinc wives withdrew in the 
deepefl tranfports of affli6^tion, and with their eyes' 
bathed in tears. 

. The defcription which * Porphyrius has left us of 
thefe philofophers, refembles in many particulars that 
given above. According to this author, the Brachmans 
live on herbs, roots, and fruits. They abflain from 
animals of every kind, and if they touch any» they 
thereby render themfelves unclean. They fpend the 
greateft part of the day and night in finging hymns in 
honour of their gods. They taft and pray perpetually. 

The 

i Lib. de Abftin. Animal. 

- • Midiires in India^ turn eft cujufjue earum vir mortuttSy in ceriamen 

judiclumque veniurtt^ qitam flurimum ille diicxerit : f lures enim Jingulix 

Jhlent ejje nuptar. Qu^ eft viBrix ea iteta^ profetptentibits /uis, una cum 

viro in rogvm impo/rintr : UU viila tnarfta difcedit. Tufc. QusfL lib.. 
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The greateft part of them live alone, and in the deepcft 
folitude, and neither marry nor profefs any thing. 
They wifli for nothing fo earneftly as death , and confi- 
dering this life as a burthen, they wait impatiently for 
the moment when the foul will leave the body. 

Tbefe phiiofophers exift ftiil in India, where they 
are called Bramins; and retain, in many points, the 
tradition and tenets of the ancient Brachmans. 
. Alexander, pafling near a city wherein feveral of 
tbefe Brachmans dwelt, was very defirous to converfe 
with them, and, if poflible, to prevail with fome of 
them to follow him. Beinff infcH-med that thefe phiio- 
fophers never made vifits, but that thofe who had an 
inclination to fee them muft go to their houfes, he con< 
eluded, that it would be benei^h his dignity to go to 
them; and not juft, to force thefe fages to any thing* 
contrary to their laws and . ufages. Oneficritus, who • 
was a great philofopher, and had been a difciple of 
Diogenes the Cynick, was deputed to them. He met,' 
not far from the city,, with fiiteen Bramins, who from 
iBoripng till evening flood always naked, in the fame 
pofture in which they at firft had placed themfelves, 
and afterwards returned to the city at night. He ad« 
drefled himfelf iirft to Calanus, and told him the occafion 
of his coming. The latter, gazing upon Oneficritus's 
clothes and ihoes, could not forbear laughing; after 
which he told him, '* That anciently the earth had ' 
' been covered with barl^' and wheat, as it was at that ' 
' time with duft; that befides water, the rivers 'ufed ' 

* to flow with milk, honey, oil, and wine. That ' 
' man's guilt had occafioned a change of this happy 

* condition; and that Jupiter, to punifli their ingra- 

* titude, had fentenced them to a long, painful labour* 
' That their repentance afterwards moving him to 
' companion, he had rcftored them their fprmer abun* 

* dance; however, that by the courfe of things, 
' they feeihed to be returning to their ancient con- 
' fufion." This relation ihows evidently, that thefe > 

phiiofophers had fome notion of the felicity of the 

firft 
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Sril mil, and of tKe evil to whkh ke iad boen fen- 
t^flced for his fins« 

After ibis firft conterfitipD, Oaeficrkiis Ipeketa 
Mdnimm^ the chiefs jiod , as it weoc^stbeifc^penorof 
the hand, Tbis Brachman £ud^ f* Tkat fae thoodit 
'* Akmoid^ worthy of adminitionv in feeki^ thos tor 
*' vriUoni ill the midfk. oi the x:arcs of Ikis govxni- 
*' ment : * That he \«afl the fidb, who had ever cinited 
** in hifofelf the two ehacaficra qf coaquensor «iii]Ai. 
'* lohfiHT^ that k W9fe to be yfiSmd^ tha£ the latter 
'* cbaaa&er were the: etfribtfce of thoie wbo.cotfU.ia* 
**. fpirc tbe wifdom wfakh the^ themfeWes pofbStd, 
** and comnand k fay their autborky.' ' He added, 
That be could not oonceivte the mociye wfaicb had 
prompted Atexander to* uodeitake foJoagand labyodous 
ftjoumeyt nor what fae caoiein fearcfa oi, m fxy remote 
acoHntty- 

Oneficrkua was very urjpent witb both of tbesn to 
qitit their auflere way of lifie, and follow tlie fortune 
oi Atexander, iaytog,! that they would) find in him- a ge- 
nerous mafterand benefa£lor, wfao would heap upon 
tl;)ens honours and riches bf ali kmds. Then M aodanis 
affuming a haughty^ pfailojbpbical tone, angered, 
'*>Tbat he did not want Alexander, and. was tbe fon of 
*^ Jupi^et at well as< faimielf : That he was exempted 
'*> from want, defice,. or fear : That £0 .ksi^ as he &ould 
"' live^ the earth would fucnafb him. all thmgs necefiary 
**'for bis {fibriftence, aiid that death would rid bsmof 
" a troublefonse companion (meaning bis body) and fet 
" him at.fttll liberty.*' Calanus appeared more traft- 
able; and, -notwithftanding tbe pppofition, and even 
the prohjfakBon.of his faperior, who reproached him 
for bis abje£l fpirk, in ftooping fo low as to ferve. 
aaother mafter bcfiades God, he followed Oneficrkus, 
and went to Alexander'si court, who received him with 
-great demonffaatioDS of joy. 

. We find by biftory, that this people ufcd often to 
employ parames and funilitudes for conveying their 

thoughts. 



OF ALSXA^IDER. f39 

thonglus. One i^y as he wa§ iliicourftng with Alex- 
ander, upon the maxims of wife polky and a prudent 
adnumftcatiQi), he exhibited to that prince a fenfible 
image, an:d a natural etnbl€in> of hii empire. He laid 
^ipon tlie ground a gmat ods-hide, which was rery dry 
and ftirunk up, and then fet his foot upon one -end of 
it* The hide being preffed fo gave way, and all the 
other ends flew up: goinr thus quite round the hide, 
2od ppdGag the (eversS enob c^^it, he made him ohferve, 
that wbilfthe lowered it on one fide, all the reft rofb 
up^ till treading at laft upon the middle, the hide fel! 
^qoaiiy on all fides. By this image he hinted to him, 
that it would be proper for him to reiide in the centre 
of his dominions, and not undeitake fuch long jour* 
nies. We {faall foon (how the reader, the manner in 
which this philofopher ended his days. 

^ Alexander being determined to continue the war 
as long as he fhould meet with new nations, and to ' 
look upon them as enemies whiHl i^hey fhould hvc in- 
dependent on him, was meditati-ng about paffing the 
Hypha&is. He wae «old, that after paflkig that river 
he muft travel eleven days thpotrgh defarts, and that 
then he would arrive at the Ganges, the greateft river 
in all India. That farther m the country lived the 
Gangarida and the PraJH^ wfcofe king was preparing 
to oppofe bis entering his dominions, at the head of 
twenty tboa&nd horfe, and ^two hundred thou fand foot, 
re-inlorced by two thousand chariots; and, which ftrvick 
the greateft terror, with three thouiand elephants. A 
report of this being fpread through the army, furprifed 
all the foldiers, and ratfed a general murmur. The 
Macedonians, who, after having travelled through fo 
many countries, and being grown grey rn the field, 
were inceflantlv dire6ling their eyes anq wifhes towards 
their dear, native cooiHry, mWe loud complaints^ that 
Alexander fiiould every day heap war upon war, and 

danger 

k Q. Curt. \» i*. c. X— t* Arrian. 1. v#ir. WI-^U- * U ». 

p. 255— »59. Plu|. in Alex. p. 699, 701. Piod. 1. xvii. p. 55^— 
570. Jtiftm. 1. 3ui. c. 9, 10. 
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danger on danger. They had undergone, but juft be- 
foret inexpremble fatigues, having been expofed to 
rain, accompanied with fiorms and thunder, tor above 
two months. Some bewailed their calamities in fuch 
terms as raifed compaflion; others infolently cried 
aloud, that they would march no farther, 

Alexander, being informed of this tumult, and that 
fecret aflemblies were formed in his camp, to prevent 
the ill confequences of them, fent for the officers into 
his tent, ana commanding them to call the foldiers 
together, he made the fpUowing fpeech: '* I am not 
** Ignorant, O foldiers, that the Indians have publifhed 
•• leveral things, purpofely to terrify us; but fuch dif- 
** courfes and artifices are not unufual to you. Thus 
**. the Perfians defcribed the ftraits at Cilicia, the vaft 
** plains of Mefopotamia, the rivers Tygris and £u- 
'* phrates, and fo many infurmountable difficulties, 
*• and yet your bravery conquered them. Do you re- 
" pent you have followed me thus far? As your glo- 
** rious deeds have fubdued for you a multitude of 
*• provinces, as you have extended your conquefts be- 
** yond the laxarthes and mount Caucafus ; as you fee 

the rivers of India flow through the midft of your 

* empire; why are you afraid of croffing the Hy- 

* phafus, and of fetting up your trophies oti the banks 
" of it, as on thofe of the Hydafpes ? What ! can 
** the elephants, whofe number is fo iaifcly augmented, 
** terrify you to fuch a degree? But has Hot experience 
•' taught you, that they are jnore deftruftive to tl^eir 
•* own mailers than to the enemy? Endeavours are 
•* ufed to intimidate you by the dreadful idea of .innu- 
*• merabic armies ; but are they more numerous than 
** thofe of Darius? .It is. fure too latie for you to count 
*• the legions of the enemy, after your viftories have 
** made Afia a dcfart. It wa« when you croffed the 
** Hellefppnj. that you ought to have refle£led on the* 
•* fmall pumber of your forces : but now the Scythians 
" form part of our army; the Baflrians, the Sogdians, 
*' and the Daka are with us; and fight for our glory. 

** I, however. 
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•* I, kowevcr, do not depend ob thofe Barbarians/ 
*5 It is on you only that I rely ; your vittorious arms' 
*• only ai« prefent to my imagination, and your cou- 
** rage aloncaflure^ hie fuccel's. So long as I fliall be 
*• furrounded with you in fight, 1 (hall not have any' 
•' occafion to count the number of my troops nor that 
'* of the enemy, provided you go on to battle with the' 
■*' fame marks of joy and confidence you have hitherto 
*• difcovered. >fot only our glory, but even our faffety, 
*' is at ftake. Should we now retreat, it will be fup-* 
" pofed that we fly before our enemies, and from that* 
•* moment we fhall appear as. mean as the enemy will' 
** be judged formidable; for you are fenfible, that in' 
•• war reputation is every thing. It is in my power to 
*• make ufe of authority, and yet I employ mtreaties 
'* only. Do not abandon (I conjure you) I do not 
** fay your king and mafter, but yofur pupil and com- - 
**. pamon in battles . Do not break to pieces in my hand 
*' that glorious palm, which will foon, unlefs envy rob 
" me of fo great a glory, equal me to Hercules^ and 
" to Bacchus." As the.foldiers flood with their eyes 
caft on the ground, and did not once open their lips, ' 
*• What ! (continued he) do I then fpeak to the deaf? 
**-Will no one liftento me, nor condefcend toanfwer? ' 
** Alas! I am abandoned, I am betrayed, I am deli- ' 
•' vered up to the enemy. But — > — I will advance ftjll * 
farther, though I go alone. The Scythians and 
BaQrians, more faithful than you, will follow me 
** whitherfoever I lead them. Return then to your 
country, and boaft, ye deferters of your king, that 
you have abandoned him. As for myfelf, I will here 
** meet either with the yiftory you defpair of, or with ' 
*• a glorious death, which hencefor wards ought to be 
** the fole objeft of my wiflies." 

Notwithftanding this lively, pathetic fpeech, the 
foldiers fl:ill kept a profound filence. They waited in 
expe£lation of hearing their commanders and chief 
ofiicers remonflaate to the king, that their affeftioh 
was as flxong as ever ; but that as their bodies were ' 
:Vol. VI. M covered 
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covered'witli wouads^ and^vormout widi toikv it would' 
he impoflible feu* them tocontiiiHe thevrar, Hoiivev^, 
not one of them prefumed ta addce^^hifii; ia their fa<< 
vour* The example; of Clit^s, and tkat of .<>aliifthenes» 
were ftill recent. The officers,, who M»ere then with 
him^ hadan hundred times ventured their dives in bai- 
tie for th«ir prince;, but they hadnot.the.coiHa^eto 
hazard the louo^ of theic. fostoocs by teiUing hist the- 
truthv . Whilftthei?efore.theifoldicrs,atweli«^oflfcer5; 
continued dumb, without oaoe^ during to U£t^ op their 
eyesi there roTe on a fiu^dsa a; murmur^ wliich in- 
cre^fing by- iafenfibLe. degrees-, broke into fucht deep 
gpQanj» and floods of iears^ that ;tfae king himfeif^ whofe 
anger, was now « changed into^ compaffionv couid.notr 
f^jrhioar weepings 

At laft* whilft . this whole? aOembJy werci in .tears, 
and in ^ deep (ilenoe, Coenn&took>counagei and-drevr* 
Xif^ to the throne} .difcoveringi by his- air t andr a&ian, 
that . he deiired : tor fpoak* And when the- foIdiiB^s^iaw^ 
him take oiF. his^. helmet, that being- the. cuilom when 
any perfon fpoke. to „ the. king,, they befouaght. hini(to 
pjead the caufe of the army ; and. accordingly he fpoke: 
as. follows s " No, Sir,.. we; are* not chang&l yvifh re- 
•«(gardto.auraffe£lionfaryoAi^ G<^D:forbidithat fa great* 
•V a calamity (hould- ever bcfal us** Weilhall always' 
••jetain the fame^zeal, the fameaffeftion and fidelity. 
•*'We ate- ready to follow; you at the haxard.of our 
•'-livesj and to.inajxh.wiuthcrfdcver you Oiail think lit* 
** to leadi us*. ; But4 . if.' your foldiers jnayc be^aUowed to' 
*' laybrforir ygMihoirfentimenty.'fincercly, and without' 
**'difgi?ifii5i they.befeechryou to condcfcendJa far as to* 
•* give ear .to. their rofpcifcfcfuil complaints, .whkt nothing' 
•^bpV t he -nw>fti extreme nocefflty.oould.hav« extorted' 
*' from them. The .greakncfsv' Sir, of ypiw: exjpkats 
*• h;^ oonqufired^'.nQt- only your enemies^ but etcti 
•* yjouf* faldier£^ themfdl^i^es. We hav« xione all that it 
<* was^p^bleforrmenr-to do. ■ We.hajre.crofieA. feas 
<* .aod Jainis^ . We. :{h^U:.foon ihaveaimachiedito^ths xtd 
*^ af/tbe^. w^ld k^ajtd .you : are mcdoiating: the conqaeft" 

. " of 



<« 



aF* ALEXANDER. t^^ 

'ofatiother, by ^oing in fearch of new Indias, un- 
*• known to the Indians^ themfelves. Such a thought 
•*" ma\r be worthy of your valour, but it furpaffes ours, 
•* and' out" Rteh^h ftill ifiore. Behold thofe ghaftly 
**' fadrcs', and thofci bodies covered over with wounds 
•• and fears: . Yott at^e fenfible how' numerous we were 
** at you/ firf! flatting out, ahd you fee what now remains 
** of us. The* few, who have efcaped fo many toils' 
** and dahgers, are neither- Krave nor ftrong enough to 
** follow yo6. All of them long to re vifit their rela- 
*• tiohs'and country, and to enjoy in peace the fruit of 
"thdlr labours and your vii:lories. Forgive then! a 
" defire natural to all men. It will be' glorious. Sir, 
*• for you to have fixed' fuch boundaries to your for- 
*' tune, a^ only your moderation could pr'efcribe you; 
** and to have vanquiriied yourfelf, aftiar having con- 
*' duered all your enerhies." 

Co^hus had no fooner fpoke', but there were heard, oa 
all fides, cries and confufed voices intermixed with tear^, . 
calling upon the kingaS *^ their loi'd ahcV 'their father.** 
Afterwards, all the reft of the officers, efpecially thofe, 
Who affumeda greater authority becaufe'ot their age, and* 
for that reafori could *be better excufed the freedomthey * 
ldok,made the fame humble requeft: but ftill the king 
would not' comply' with it. It muft^cofta monarch many ' 
patigs, before he can prevail with hiihfclf to comply* 
with thing's repugnant to his incliriatroh. Alexander , 
therefore (hut.himfclf up tAvo difys in his tent, withbjji' 
once fpeakin^ to any. one, not even to his nioft familiar 
fi^icndi^, ill order 'to fee whether foihe fchange might nd^^' 
be wrought irt the afmyi as frequently happens on fuch 
oCcafions. But'finding it wbiildbeimpofl^ble to changip/ 
the'refdlutiph of the' foldiers^ he commanded them t^ 
pfepare for their return. This news filled the whole' 
army with iriexpi-effilble joy'; and Alexander never "ap* * 
peared greatcY,' or morc'gloripus, than on this day, iv^' 
wliich hcdefigncd, for'theTakeof his fiibjefts, to facri- 
ficc fome paiHof his glory and'grarideuf. The whole ^ 
ciitip echoed with praifes and bleflings of Alexander, for 

' • ' M'2- ■ • having^ 
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having fuffered himfelf to be overcome by his own 
army, who was invincible to the reft of the world. No 
triumph is comparable to thofe acclamations and ap- 
plaufes that come fijom the heart, and which are the 
lively and Gncere overflowings of it ; and it is great pity 
that princes are not more afFefted with them. 

Alexander had not fpent above three or four months, 
at moft, in conquering all the country between the Indus 
and the Hyphafus, called to this day Pmgab that is^tkc 
Jive waters^ from the five rivers which compofe it. 
Before his fetting out, he raifed twelve altars, to ferve 
as fo many trophies and thankfgivings for the viftories 
he had obtained. 

Thefe inftances of gratitude, in regard to the gods, 
were attended with the moft incredible marks of vanity. 
The altars which he erefted in their honour were feven- 
ty-five feet high. He caufed a camp to be marked out, 
three time5*as large ag3in as his own, and furroundedjt 
with foffes fifty feet in depth by ten broad. He ordered 
the foot to prepare, and leave each in his tent two beds, 
feven feet and a half in length : and the cavalry to make 
mangers for the horfes of twice the ufual dimenfions. 
Every thing elfe was in proportion. Alexander's view 
in thefe orders, which flowed from an extravagance of 
vanity, was to leave pofterity monuments of his heroic 
and more than human grandeur, and to have it believed, 
that himfelf and his followers were fuperior to all other 
mortals. 

He afterwards croffed the Hydraotes, and left Porus 
all the lands he had conquered, as far as the Hyphafus. 
He alfo reconciled this monarch with Taxilus, and 
fettled a peace between them by means of an alliance, 
equally advantageous to both. * From thence he went 
and encamped on the banks of the Acefines; but great 
rains having made this river overflow its banks, and the 
adjacent countries being under water, be was obliged to 
remove his camp higher up. - Here a fit of ficknefs car- 
ried off Coenus, whofe lofs was bewiilfed by the king 
• and 

lArr. in Ind. p. 5i9« Strab. lib itr. p. 6911. 
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an(f the whole army. There was not a greater officer 
among the Macedonians, and he had diftinguiflied him- 
Jelf in a very peculiar manner in every battle in which 
he engaged. He was one of thofe fingularly good men, 
zealous for the public, all whofe aftions are iree from 
felf-interefled or ambitious views, and who bear fo great 
a love to* their king, as to dare to tell him the truth, be 
the confequence what it will. But now Alexander was 
'preparing for his departure. 

His fleet confifted of eight hundred vefTels^ as \vell 
gallies as boats, to carry the troops and provifions. Every 
thing being ready, the whole army embarked, about 
the toting of the Pleiades or feven flats, according to 
Ariftobulus, that is, about the end of Oftober. The 
fifth day, the fleet arrivedwhere the Hydafpes and Acefi- 
nes mix their flreams. Here the fhips were very much 
fhattered,becaufe thefe rivers unite with fuch prodigious 
rapidity, that as great' florms arife in this part, as in the 
open fea. At laft he came. into the country of the Oxy-^ 
draca and the Malli, the moft valiant people in thofe 
parts. Thefe were perpetually at war one with another; 
but having united for their mutual fafety, they had 
drawn together ten thoufand horfe, and fourfcore thou- 
fand foot, all vigorous young men, with nine hundred 
chariots. However, Alexander defeated them in feveral 
engagements, difpoirefredthemoffomeflrong holds, and 
at lafl marched againfl the c'liy oi the Oxy draca , whithei* 
the greatefl part were retired. Immedictely he caufes 
the fcaling-ladders to be fet up; and, as they were not 
nimble enough for Alexander, he forces one of the fcal- 
ing-ladders from a foldier; runs up the firfl (covered 
with his fhield) and gets to the top ot the wall, followed 
only by Peucefles and Limneus. The foldiers, believ- 
ing him to be in danger, mounted fwiftly to fuccour 
him ; but the ladders breaking, the king was left alone* 
Alexander, feeing himfelf the butt, againfl which all 
the (darts were levelled, both from the towers and from 
the rampart, was forafh, rather than valiant, as to leap 
into the city, which was crouded with the enemy, 

having 
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having ngthing tp e;c]^^, ,^^1^0 be /sitl^f ctj^en or kiil^ 
before it would l^e polfible for, him tp rife, and v^ithojjt 
once haying an opportunity, to defe;id Kipfelf, ipr ic^- 
vengc his death. 'B,ut, happii^y^ fo^ hbn, he poifcd hjs 
body in fuch a nianner, tljat he jfell ^upoji hi? kpt ; and 
finding himfelf |lp4ing.f\vord.in baud, he rep u lied fucK 
as were ncfii;ej[l him, a,nd even killed the^eneral qf tl^ 
enemy who advanced to rufi hiip thrqugh. Happily igf 
him a fecond time, not far fropi .thenqe t^i^e ftpod a 

fjreat tree, againft the trunk of which hie leaned, hi's 
hield receiving all the d^rts tha^t were (hot at him£roiiiji 
diftance; for no one dared to 3pproach him, fogre^ 
was the dread which the bpldnels of the enterprife, an^ 
the fire that fliot from bis eyes, had ftrqck ipto tjh^c 
enemy. At laft ^n Indian let ifly aji firiraw three {/^ef 
long (that being the length of their arrows) ,whichpiei;c- 
i,njg his coat of mail, entered a (;onfidei;able.\yay intol;^ 
body, a little above the rjght ^ide. $9 gre|it f qyandtv 
of blood iffued from the wpvmd, th^t ne dr9ptped h^ 
.arms, and lay as dead. Be;h9ld .then this " migluy 
conquejor, thU yanquifher of nations, lippn th^ poiat cJ 
^pfin^ his life, not at tl^e he^d of hi^ ^rmies, hut i^ f. 
corner of an obfcure city, iptp which his rafhn^is h^ 
throwp him. The indjan yvho had ^';9u.n4ed Ale^aiii^r, 
jran, in Xhe greateft tra,nfpQrts Q,f jpy, to ftjip hip ; hoT(iT 
(ever,' Alexai?(Jejr no jT^oner felt the j^aod pf bi^ enet^y 
Tupon Jum, but, jfired )yith t^he t]\irft of revenue, he rC: 
jcallcd bis'fpirits; and laying hold of tljic Indi^, as hp 
had jip arms, he plunged b^s cUggef into hij ude- ^0919 
of hi? cl^iief officers, as P^uQdteJ71<eonatus, aji4 Timipuf, 
jw^O had go,t to the t9p of tljle :^vM ;^i^i fpme foldiers, 
caip.e up tliat i.i^ftant, ^nd ^t^e^pti/ig iiripojlibilities f9f 
the la|^e of faying tjijeirfbyereigp*? life, they foroo themr 
Jelyesas ?i1bulwai'Jk. t^9UJ^ Jbi^J^oxlyvan^ /i,iftain the whcil^ 
effort of the enemv. It wa^ th/^n th^ a mighty baltl^ 
jivas fought round nim. Ip the mean tim^ the io}diers^ 
who clinihed ,up wuh ihe officers above mem^pned, hay. 
^•bf9kje thf bjoUs o^ a lutXc g^tjc llanding betwem tiv^ 

towers, 
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towcia, zibey^ iiythat means, let in tlie IliaradbmafiSb 
Sfsan a&er ji^ettowji vsas takian, aodiall ^the inbsbitaiiU 
svere :piit to the fwoxd^ irithaut drAin^ion of age Olr 



Tiie:firft carelhey took .was to carry Atexanderitttte 
ius-tent. Being got into it, the ^ furgeons cut crflF, h 
vxxsy dexteiDuily, the-Mrood of the ftaft Which h^fd bee)) 
•OaQt into his Jaody , that ihey did not move^he Aeel point ; 
and, sditeramdnmuig'hiin, theyibund itwasabearded 
arrow; t avrd that it ceaMoiottbe pulled out, without 
danger, unleTs the wwtul were wiidened. The king 
tHQEetheopeiationwithdnoredible^isefointion, foAiatther^^ 
xvas no occafion for peopfe'to hold him. The incifioti 
bBSDg;nade, .and the ^nm dcawntom, ibigreat an eS\i^ 
fion sof bloodenibed, thnttthe king faintttd away. EA^ttiy 
vnetbot^t him dead ; but the blood being -ft^ped, 'he 
cacsniocad bf degrees, ^and knew the perlons^boai-hift^ 
ildl that dsB^, and che^ftfhok night after, the army c^in* 
tioiied under iarms round liis tent; ^axui would not ftir 
IcDQi thefr pdAs, rtitl cevtain Mews was brought of thb 
being better, and that tei>6gan to take a little rd). 

At die end of the fere«i days^hehad ctmptoyedf^r hit 
recpviery, before his wosnd ^as clofed, as iie ktte^ 
that the repoit of <bis4cUiathinci^eafed atmmg the &itfbaw 
rtans, he cauied two v^Shhio be^din^dofogether^ and 
had his. tent pitclied ii;i the middle, itt ^{f^t^M every one; 
pfupofdy to ikew hiiwktf to thofe whc^ iiiiagiiiii«d him 
dead, and t^ voi«i, by rhis ^means, ail their ptojefiks, an^ 
tiie hopes wfch Which they flattered themfelvesr He 
afterwards went 'down theTiver, going befene at ibme 
diiUnoe ftom tlte tti, of «ke fleet, for fear Idt the noife of 
the ears ^uld keep him f^rom deep, which he v^ny 
much ^'^inteA. Wh^n fce was a little better, and jfete 
tO'go but, thefoldiers, who w^ereapcm guard, brought 
him hislitter, bcftherefufedit, asid tailing fcM- his hode» 
mountfed him. At this fight, all the Ihdne, and the 

aeighbouring 

' . * ' 

* In thcfe siges ihty and phjrificMOis were the fiuue thlog. 
4 So arrows are caflud th^ hav« beaitts at their points litre fiflir 
2l0oks. Animadvertunt ^amot ineJl't ulo* 
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jneighbouring forcfts' echoed with the acclamations of 
the army, who imagined they faw him rife, in a man- 
ner, from the grave. Being come near his tent, he 
alighted, and walked a little way, furrounded with a 
great number of foldiers, fome of whom kiffed his 
hands, whiift others claTped his knees; others again were 
contented with only toucliinghis clotlies, and with fee^ 
ing him; but all in general burft into tears, and calling 
for a thoufaod blefTnigs from heaven, wifhed him long 
life, and an uninterrupted feries of profperity. : 

At this inflant deputies came from the Maliz, with the 
chiefs of the Oxydraca^ being one hundred and fixty, 
befides the governors of the cities and of the province, 
who brought him prefents, and paid him homage, plead* 
ing in excufe for not having done it before, their ftrong 
love of liberty. They declared ^ that jthey were ready 
to receive for their governor, whomfoeyer he pleafed to 
nominate; that they would pay him titibute, and give him 
hoftages.. He demanded a thoufand of the chief per-j 
fons of their nation, whom he alfo might make ufe of 
in vfjXTj till he had fubjefted all the country. They 
put into his hands fuch of their countrymen as were 
handfomefl and bed fhaped, with five hundred, chariots, 
though not demanded by him; at;which*the king was fa 
inucl) pleafed, that he gave them back their hoftages^ 
4nd appointed Philip their governor. 

Alexander, who was overjoyed at this embafly, and 
found his ftreng'th increafe daily, tafl^d with fo much the 
greater pleafure the fruits both of his viftory and health, 
as he had like to have loft them for ever. His chief 
ciourtiers, and moft intimate frieAds, thought it a proper 
junQure, during, this calm and ferenity of his mind„ for 
them to u;ibofoin themfelves, and expofe their fears tQ 
him: it was Craterus fpoke on this occafion, <* We 
*' begin, royal Sir, to breathe and live, now we find 
** you in the condition to which the goodnefs of the gods 
*• has reftored.you. But how great were our fears and our 
•• griefs! How feverely did we reproach ourfelves, 
*• lor having abandoned, in fuch an extremity, our king, 
" " ' **.our 
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•* our father! It was not in our power to follow him; 
** but this did not extenuate our guilt, and we look upon 
ourfelves as criminals, in not having attempted im- 
poffibilities for your fake. But, Sir, never plunge 
•* us in fuch deep affliftion hereafter. Does a wretched 
*• paltry town deferve to be bought at fo dear a price as 
•* the lofs of your life? Leave thofe petty exploits and 
•* enterprifes to us, and preferve your perfon for fuch* 
** occafions only as are worthy of you. We ftill fhud- 
der with horror, when we refleQ on what we fo lately 
were fpeftators of. We have feen the moment, when 
the moft abjeft hands upon earth were going to feife 
'* the greateft prince in the univerfe, and delpoil him of 
his royal robes. Permit us,' Sir, to fay, you are not 
your own matter, but that you owe yourfelf to us : 
we have a right over your life, fince ours depends on 
it; and we dare take the freedom to^ conjure yon, as 
being your fubjefts and vour children, to be more 
careful of fo precious a ]\(c, if not for your own fake, 
•' at leaft for ours, and for the felicity of the univerfe." 
The king was ftrongly touched with the fe telli monies 
of their aff^ftion, and having embraced them feverally. 
with inexpreflfible tendernefs, he anfw^red as follows : 
•• I cannot enough thank all prefent, who are the flower 
**.of my citizens and. friends, not only for your having* 
** this day preferred my fafety to your own, but alfo for 
•* the ftrong proofs you have given me of your zeal and' 
•* affeftion, from the beginning of this war ; and if any 
** thing is capable of making ine wifh for a longer life, 
•* it is the pleafure of enjoying, for years .to come, fuch 
*• valuable friends as you. But give me leave to obferve, 
•* that in fome cafes we diflPer very much in opinion/ 
** You wifh to enjoy me long; and even, if it were poflj-' 
*• ble,- for ever; but as to myfelf, I compute the length 
*• oLmy exiflence, not by years, but by glory. I might. 
•• have confined my ambition within the narrow limits 
•• of Macedonia; and, contented with the kingdom my 
*• anceflors left me, have waited, in the midfl of pleafures 
" aod. jindolcnce, an inglorious old.age. I owui that' 
" '' M5 -if 



" if my viftorles, not ray years, ^rc computed, I ffi^H 
" feem to baye lived long; but can you ia^agine, that 
*• after having ipade puppe ^nd Afia but. oue efopire^ 
•• ^fter having conquered the tyio nobleft parts ot the 

V world, in the tenth ye^r of my reign, and the thirtieth 

V of my age, that it w}ll b/scotne me to flop in ^he midft 
*f of fo eijcalted a carc;er, ^nd difcontinup fhp purfuit of 

V clory, tq whTcb 1 hjiye ^tirely (deyoted myfelf? 
•* ICnow, thaf this gtoify ^pnotile^ §^11 tnii]g3, and gives 
•f a true and foJid grandeur tp wh^teyer 4pp,eays iplmui- 
•! ficant. \x\ >yhat plap e foey.er I may figl^t, ] %ll 
•* fancy myfcif uppn the O^ge qf the world, and in pre-. 
*• fence or all mankij^d. | cpnfels that I haye acbievfd 
•* mighty things l^ithertp; but the country we are now 
*J in, reproaches ipc (hat ^ \fom2jn ha^ Aonp ftiji gre^r. 
*' It is Scrair^mis J mean. Hpv m^r^v nations did ijie. 
•; conquer! How m^ny cities were built ^y her! What 
•* raagniftcppt and 6upe;Klo^is worlds did £h^ finifti 
•* ripw fliai?j^tVl is it, tbat I fbould not ypt l^av^ ^t- 
'^ tained tp fo pxaltefl a pitch of glpry! JDq hut fecopd 
M my ardour, and J fljall foon furpafs ber. Dj^fendpie 
•* only from lecret cabals, and dameflic treafouis, by 
•* which rpofi grmc^s Ipfe their lives, I take tfee relt 
*t upon myfelf, «ind \y111 b^ anfw^rable to you for all 
•* tiae events of tbe. >V^'" 

This fpejech gives u^aperfeS i^ea of Alexi^nde^'s. 
cbara^er., He bad no notion qf trye gl^ry. He 41d 
not kno)y,. either th^ principle, tbf rulp, or end of it. 
Hp certainlv plaped it wji^re it vyas not;. He was 
f|rongiy urQudiced in vulgar error, .ai?d cberilbed \u 
He fj^nc^ed. hiipfiflf born inercjy for glory; ?uid tljal 
iiQ^f could be a^^uircci but by unbour^ded, unjuff, and 
irregular qqpduft. In his impetuous u^ies after a. 
i^iftaken glojpy, he followed nether rc?^fai^, y)irti\e, nor- 
l^umanijLy ; and, as if his ambitious caprice ought {o 
Ijiave b^<^n H ^"'^ ^^^^ ftanaard to all other men, lie \^fas 
f^r^pfif^d that i^eittj^r li\$. ot^^erf ^or fbldiers wquld 
enter int£»1i;s yicviw^; apd thpj lenV t\ieifl(elve& very un- 

t) Alexander, 
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Alex^er, tifter haviog eocte^ hie fpeecli, dtfmifled 
^Iie siiTenaJbly, and contimied Q»£iBnped (or feveral dayi^ 
in tJibis place. H^ a&erward^ went upon the riv«X| ^ad 
Jii^ ar oiy 'marched after him. upon the l>ank8* He thefi 
came amopg the SabrAc^t ^ powerfiil nation of Indian&« 
Thefe> had levied fixty t)|ou(and foot and fix thoufand^ 
horfo, and re-inforcod them with fiv^ hundred chariots {^ 
Itowever, tl>e arrival of Alexander t%tead a terroir 
t)iru#gh the whdie couiHry, and acc^^rdingly tb^y feate 
ambaflador^ to xnakt: ibe^r fubmiiliop^ After having 
iHiih anothQr city, which W alfo called AJ^xandria^ hd 
arftved in ihet^Titorks of Muficanus« a very rich|^rince# 
«nd afti»rw()i^9 in t^tofe i>^' the Wii^% of-Samus. At. tji^ 
4ege of one of this kiog** tow4%»^ Ptolemy was dartger^ 
outly, wammMd ; iW tjhe.Iadians . had jpoifonpd all their 
arrow}; a/i^d fwor.d$« fo thai ^he wounds Ui^y made wei'^ 
OKHTtal. Aiexaasder^ who ha<l thehighc^ love and ejfteen^ 
for Rolemvi M^aA ve^q^ much aftlided, and caiiifad l>ittit» 
be brought in his bed near htm» that he ihimfelf naigh^ 
hjwe affi eye to his cure. He wa^his neav relatioiiy aAc)y 
^ecofdioig to fome wiriiers» a natural fon of Phi)if>«' 
Ptoliemy was oitte of tl>e bir»veft nten in the ^ariiiy,. wa9 
hi^iy .^fteenaed i^ war, and l«ld girtaicf tc^its for 
psfDce* He was averl'e t4> Itixtiry^ vaftly ^nefous^^ t^j' 
of accefs, and did not imitate the pompv which weakhi 
and pndpcrity had ma<lethe.feA aS- die Macedoniaa 
nctblenien aiFanie; tnift word, itisiha^d to &y^ whether 
be were more, efteeified by ht» ^jvereigD or hts country •^• 
We:are.taldv tlicrc appeared to buifi in a. dream adragosiir. 
wfaick pAefeatcd) litn> an herb,* a9 aoii effe3i«ud remedy u 
aadb fehflt npoo hia. wakings he of drred i« v^ be £ent for ^ 
W!heivl^^»^ ii up(Ni the wamid^. it ^Ma$ healed ii^a S«wt 
d^isy to'the uni9Ker£al'joy> of theaTmy«. ^. 

'^•Tfae. king coatbuinghis voyage^ arwved at Pktalaw 
afeotttthc beginiiiag of the dbg^days, thai iS) s^ut thc» 
end of July; J fotftat the. fleet ^»^s nine nioft]^s< at leaft 
ihcuB its fettiDg: eoi^^ tiii: its airu\»d- at that fiace.. Theret 

the 
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the river Indus divides iiito two lai-ge afms, aftd forms ' 
an ifiand, but much larger, like the Delta 6f the Nik; 
and hence the city above mentioned received its name^ 
PataUy according to * Arrian, fignifying, in the Indian 
tongue, the fame as Delta in the Greek. Alexander 
caufed a citadel to be built in Patala, as alfo an harbour 
and an arfenal for the fliipping. This being done, he 
embarked on the right arm of the river, in order to fail 
as far as the ocean, expofing in this manner fo many 
brave men to the mercy of a river with which they were 
wholly unacquainted. The only confolationtheyhadin 
this rafli enterprife, was Alexander's uninterrupted fuc- 
cefs. When he had failed * twenty leagues, the pilots 
told him that they began to' perceive the fea-air, and 
therefore believed that the ocean could not be far off.- 
Upon this news, leaping for joy, he befought the failors 
to row with all their ftrength, and told the foldiers, 
*• That they at laft were come to the end of their toils, 
** which they had fo earneftly defired ; that now nothing 
^ could oppofe their valour, nor add to their giory; 
*' that without fighting any more, or fpilling of Mood, 
" they were mafters of the univerfe; that their exploits 
** had the fame boundaries with nature ; and that they 
** would be fpe6lator8 of things, known only to the 
" immortal gods." 

Being come nearer the fea, a circumilance new and un- 
heard of l^ the Macedonians, threw them into the utmoft 
confufion, and expofed the fleet to the greateft danger; 
and this was the ebbing and flowing of the ocean. Form- 
ing a judgment of this vaft fea, from that of the Mediter- 
ranean, the only one they knew, and whofe ebbings are 
imperceptible, they were very much ailoniihed when 
they faw it rife to a great height," and overflow the coup- 
try ; and cohftdered it as a mark of the anger of the gods, 
to punifh their raihnefs. They were no lefs furprifed 
and terrified, fome hours after, when they faw the 
ebbing of the fea, which now withdrew as it had 

before 

• Arrian. in Indie* p. 374* 

* Four hundred f urlongs^ 
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before advanced, leaving thofc lands uncovered it had 
fo^liftely 'overflowed* The fleet' was very' much fliatw 
teredt and the fliips b^ing now upon dry land, the fields 
>vere covqred with clothes, with broken oars and planks, 
as after a great ftorm. 

At laft Alexander, after having failed full nine 
Viofiths in rivers, arrived at the ocean, where gazing 
>vith the otmofl: eagernefs upon that vafl expanfe p( 
Welters, he imagined that this fight, worthy fo great a 
conqueror as himfelf, greatly overpaid all the toils he 
had underffone, and the many thoufand men he had 
loft, to arrive at it. He then offered facrifices to the 
gods, and particularly to Neptune; threw into the fea 
the bulls he had flaughtered, and a great number of 
golden cups; and be fought the gods not to fuffer any 
mortal after him, to exceed the bounds of his expedi-' 
tion. Finding that he had extended his conquefts to 
the extremities of the earth on that ftde, he imagined 
he had completed bis mighty defign ; and, highly de- 
lighted with himfelf, he returned to rejoin the reft of his 
fleet and army, Which Waited for him at Patala; and in 
ibe neighbourhood of it. 



Sect. 
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Sect. XVI r. Alexander, in kis march through drfmtfi 
is griev9ti/ly Hjireffed hyfaminei He a rrives at Pafa^ 
gardtic, vmert Cyrus's monument Jleod, Orjines^ a 
powerful lordy is put to death by the elandtftine intri^ 
gues of Bagoas ike eunuch. Cdlanus the Indian of" 
cends'a Juneral pile, wherehepn^skimjelfto de^^ 
Ahxander marrtes S^rd, 'ike dattghier of Darius, 
tiarpatus arf^rives' at Athens ^ Ekmefthcrtes is hemtfkBd* 
The Macedonidn fbldiers mat€' ok irtfitrr^i'on, mhith 
AUx-andff a^peajes. He recalls Antipt^er Jroai Mace- 
donia, and finds Ct^ertts in kis room, Tke- king's 
Jorrow for the death of HephkJHdn, 

' yV L£XANI>£R b/Bi^g rf^tHrned. to ;piuUt prepwed 

•f^ ill I thifig^ for the dcp^rmjFc of bis fleet. He ap-, 

ppia(i^4 N«4ig4<M *dm¥ral oi. .itj whQ was the pnJf.. 

Q^er ih?^. I^^4 ^he CQui^ge ta ^Q<pt of this- epmmiT-. 

wfr^ x,Q fail pvejf ^ ftjit eotu<$ly i^nknown tptl^eia. Th^ 
king was very much pleafed ^t hi$ accqpti^ of it;^ 
and, after terfifying his acknowledgment upon that 
account in the moft obliging terms, he commanded 
him to take the beft fhips in the fleet, and to go and 
found the fea-coaft extending from the Indus to the 
bottomf of the Perfian gulph : and, after having given 
thefe orders, he fet out by land for Babylon. 

^ Nearchus did not leave the Indus at the fame time 
with Alexander. It v/as not yet the feafon proper for 
failing. It was fummer, when the fouthern fea-winds 
rife; and the feafon of the north-winds, which blow 
in -winter, was not yet come. , He therefore did not 
fet fail till about the end of September, which was too 
foon; and accordingly he was incommoded by winds 
fome days after his departure, and obliged to fhelter 
himfelf for twenty-four days. 

We 

« 

F Arrian. in Indie, p. 334. 9 Arrian. p. 33S« 



Wc w obl^ ipv \\ipk par^iicuHrs to Arri^P, vho 
has givejj us an pxaj^ jpurrpl pf (his vpyage, ^opjc^ 
frppa that of Ne^rcbijs the ^f^tniral. 

^Ie3f andqr, aftpf hc^ying left Paiala, v^i^rch^i thro^gIl 
tl^p cpuatry pf the pn<^, 9i? capij^l wlierepf was c^M, 
Of^ Of Khapib^qs. IJere hq wi^s in fuph wan^ of pvp- 
viGofji th4i lie |oft ^ gfcftt BUipller 9! foj^i^rsj ^^^ 
^9Hgi^^ bapk from Ip^ia fcarpe the fwrtb p^it of his^ 
4rmy, whjph ha4 cowfifte4 9^ ^n hundred aijd twenty-, 
tjS^uj^miiftpt, ^pfi^frftpea ^hwr^n?!^ hprfiP. Sickopfs, 
1^4 fgpt^, %nd tb<£ ^:^c^ffiyp h^m, ha/i (w^p|: them ayajf 
fa'miiltitudes; bu( fi^mjne ip^^e a fti|l gj^eater tavp^jfe, 
g[!q:^OBg.the tropp^ in this barren coimtry, y^iigh wa^. 
q^^itljer pJowftd nqr fowed ; its ii^li^hitanis peing.fav^^s,^ 
\A\o fared y^iy hard, aiid lc4 a inoft Hncow^fort^ble life. 
Aft^ they l^^a e^ten all the p^lm-tree rppts \\\ai coul4 b^, 
met with, they were obliged to feed ppoji the beafts of 
bijirthfip, anci n^xf upon ihpx v^iThorCps; au4 w^en 
they iia4 np beafls left tp carfy tlieir b^ggag^^ they w-er©; 
forcefl (p humth^^fe. rich fppij^, for tfi^ f^ke of Yk\^\\. 
the ly^aoadp was b^d r^n to the extremiti^ of the eaiil|« 
Tbe pi%gue, ^ difeafe which generally accpmpanie*, 
famine, con^pl^ic^ the c^lj^mity of the foldiexs, ai^^: 
deftroy^ ffie^ nvipibers of them. 
* After inari^bing thre^fccue days, Ale^^^nder arrive4 
on the conges ojt Ge4r'0f^,. where he fpund pleijity- 9I, 
all tljiijgs :-for tfee fpil was not only veyy fruitful^ but^ 
Uie kings and area^ inen, \vrho lay ne^ell th^ coun(ry^ 
ient him alt kif\d pf proyiflons. He coptinj^ed {gmo, 
tlm^ h^J^e, in order to reftcfh jiis army. ; The governor^^ 
oi t"4i?^ Having ^t, by his, order, a great n.u^b^er oj^. 
horfes, and all kinds of beafts of burthen, from the ft^^ 
y6ral.kiiu;4.^> .^^^^ ^ ^^t b^ remou^pt^ l^s trpppc ; . 
exjuippQcT thp(e who h;id loft eyery.thing; and foon alter; 
pr^fen^e4 a^Il of them ^ith ^r^, ^s beautiful a$ thpie, 
tjiajj ^d ^ie£qi;«, \yl^ch it vfa^ verj^ ei^fy for him. to dow, 
ajj th^ ^f&^q j^fon, t^ cpnfiijugis pi' Perfi?, at ilm tinftft' 
in g^^^gf,^ %gi i5 % y^^. fl$)W#|^. <?^4itiop. 

He 
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He* arrived in Carmaoia, now called Kerman, and 
went through it, not tvith the air and equipage of a 
warrior and a conqueror, but in a kind of mafquerade, 
and Bacchanalian teftivity ; committing the moft riotous 
and extravagant anions. He was drawn by eight horfes, 
himfelf being feated on a magnificent chariot, above 
which a fcaffbld was raifed, in the form of a fquare flage, 
where hepafled the days and nights in feafls and carouf- 
ing. This chariot was preceded and followed by an 
innnite number of others, fibme of which, in the mape 
of tents, were covered with rich carpets, and purple 
coverlets; and others, ihaped like cradles, were over- 
ifaadowed with branches of trees; On the fides of the 
roads, and at the doors of houfes, a great number of 
caflts ready broached were placed, whence the foldiers 
drew wine in large flaggons, cups, and goblets, pre- 
pared for that purpofe. 

The whole country echoed with the found of inftru- 
ments, and the howling of the Bacchanals, who, with 
their hair drflievelled, and like fo many frantic crea- 
tures, ran up and down, abandoning themfelves in every 
kind of licentioufnefs. All this he did in imitation of 
the triumph of Bacchus, who, as we are told, crofled 
all Afia in this equipage, after he had conquered India.' 
This riotous, dinblut^ march lalled feveri days, during, 
ail which time the army was never fober. It was very 
happy, fays Quintus Curtius, for them, that the con- 
quered nations did not think of attacking them in thiff' 
condition; for a thou fan d refolute men, well armed, 
might with great eafe have defeated the conquerors* 
•f the world, whilft thils plunged in wine and ex-' 

cefs. ' ' ^ 

< ' Nearchus ftill keeping along the'f^-coaft, from' 
the mouth of the Indus,, came at laft into the Perfian 
gulph, and arrived at the ifland of Harmufia, now called' 
Ormus. He there was informed, that Alexander was ' 
iJOt above five days' journey from him. Having left the' 
fleet in a fecure place,. he went <6. meet Alexander, ac- 

' ^ ' companied 

r Arrian» in Indie, p. 349 — 35.«, 
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companied only by four perfons. The king was very 
anxious about his fleet. When news was brought him 
that Nearchus was arrived almoft alone, he imagined 
that it bad been entirely deftroyed, and that Nearchut 
^d been fo very happy as to efcape from the general 
,defeat. His arrival confirmed him ftill more in his 
opinion, when he beheld a company of pale, lean crea<»' 
lures, whofe countenances were fo much changed, that 
dt was fcarce poflible to know them again. Taking 
Nearchus afide, he told him, that he was overjoyed at 
his return^ but at the fame time was inconfolable for the 
Jofs of hils fleet. ." Your fleet, royal Sir," cried he immei 
diately, ** thanks to the- gods, is not lofl:** Upon whicb 
Jie jelated the condition, in which he had left it. Alex* 
juider could not refrain irom tears, and confefTed, that 
this bappy npws gaVe him greater pleafure than the 
x!onquefl of all Afia. - He heard, with uncommon de« 
iigbt; the acdourit Nearchus gave of his voyage, and the 
difcoveries. he had made.; and bid him return back, and 
go quite up the Euphrates as far as Babylon, purfuant 
to. the firft orders he had given him; ' » 

In Carn^ania, many complaints were made to Alex* 
ander, concerning governors and other officers, who had 
ffrieyoufly opprefTejd the people of various provinces duru 
inghis abfence: fpr, fully perfuaded he would never 
cetum, they had exercif<id every fpecies of rapine, ty- 
?*ahny» cruelty, and opprefHon. But Alexander, flrongly 
affefted with their grievances, and pierced to the very 
foul with . their jufl complaints, put to death as many as 
were foundguilty of mal-adrainiftration, and with then* 
fix bundk'ed fbldiers, who had been the inftruments of 
their' exactions and other, crimes. He even afterwards 
treated with the fame fevcrity, all fuch of his officers as 
were convifled of the like guilt, fo that his government 
was, beloved by all the conquered nations. He was of opi^ 
nion, that a prince owes thefe examples of feverity to his 
equity, which ought to check every kind of irregularity; 
to his glory^ to prove he does not connive, or fhare ia 
theinjufticecomjnittedin.bis name; to the confgiation 

of 
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pf his iu}>j«&s, !vthen fhe fitppUes a^tth a 
lANSmTelves ougbt^ncawntoexercife; .inrfifie,'to:iheifld»ty 
ot his idomiiiiQiis,:i«rIiiah,<by tfo^quitdblean adinioiftnb- 
iion,.is leciuodiiruiivmany dsingers^ and scery often from 
iixfurrof^ions. It ka^ceat usihaminofsito a kingdoin, 
^hoQ everypart of^it refbunds wiui exafiioas, vexations, 
oppvoflioiis, andcorcuptioci, Andnot £0 much as.a tingle 
masi ifl puniihfid, .as.aHenror-.ioitbeT&ft; caod *that 'the 
i¥hoie weight of rthe pubiic entbority iatts imly xipoft 
ihe-pisqplc, and never on.thofe^idio ruin ftfaem. 

The great pleafuse Alexander .took» in the nocouil 
MFhioh )*ieftrchus gave faim of this fucGe£i£uI voyage, 
jDsde that prince nave a great inciinaticuD tozgoo^iontbe 
QCfsm. He pra|K^ed no le& tbantoifiui'froBtthe Becfiaa 

Siphf jnouod Aisabia and Africa, and to nctum >in«o ihi 
editarraaeao hy the Steiubsof Gitaakar, catW-at diak 
ttflie Hcffottles's pil}ar$; a voyage whiohifaad heca fave* 
fii) tiflke^attenipted, and once »peiifi»rnied, ibyjorderiOf a 
Jueigof Egyfti^ celled Iilechaq, asl havet^ibwod^fe^ 
y.bm. U x^ afterivards his defign, when he ApuU 
have humbled the pride of Carthago, againil nnhich be 
ivfts greatly «xa^»ted, to crotfsdnio Spain,, called by 
the Greeks Iberiia, from ^le river Ib^tifi :: iw «iext ms» 
to go oiier the Alps, ^and cpaft^along itady, ibriMere he 
would liavehad but a ifaort pafll^^e into fipbus^ ^d 
hpiQ )di<|Bce into ll4a«^<>n!B4 ^^ this purpoie, be 
Ij^ otAzrs to che yioefoy« ^{ M^fopotaoiia and SyM, 
%p huild in (ieveral parts of the £uphrate$, and particu* 
burly at Thapfacus, ihips fuf&c^nt for it hat enterprite ; 
and be caufed to he felled, on mount Libanus, a great 
nnmber of t^ees, which were to he carried into the 
aboye^nteiatiioRed city. But tins pno^efl, as well as a 
peat many more which lie (meditated, wereaU defeated 
sy his early deatfc. 

Continuing his march, he went to Paflagardae, a city 
e£ PerTia. Orfines, ivras governor of the country^ and 
thegreateft nobleman in it. He defcended frxmi Uyrusr 
and, beftdes the wealth he tivkerited irom his ancdlors, 
behimteif had ainafled g>reat4reafiires, bavti^f for.many 

years, 
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ycj^ts, Ti|l^ 9 -la^ . poumry . He \\^ .^pne the kirjg ^ 
figiial piece qf f^rvice. ^The pejrfan, \vho goverj|;ied the 
j>rQyihces during AIe;^iiuder'5 .e3^peditioi;i into \n^\2i^ 
Jiappcned.tpdie; wben.O.rfir^esQbfrryi^g, th^,Jpr;v^aT>t 
Qt a ^py^rijqr, .^11 .things w£i»e n>nnir}g to copfufiQji, 
topK toe ad^p.ipiftr^tion upon bio fclf, .cpoipp fed mpUew 
very ^2tf>p.ily,^d pi:^ferv.ed them in ihcytmoft tr^nqpiL- 
lity, till Alt;;ca,a4c;r>^^'rival. H£.wen.t to ,mee.t hiii^, 
yfi\\i pi:efems.pf all ki,nds for hin^fclf, ^.wtell^^ his ofli- 
,cfir5. TMfe ,'cwr^(lq4 cif .a^re^t jouwber.of fin^ -iw- 
^a^^d hprf^s, .c^iaripts enriched with gold and filyer, 
jpreoiojLi? moveahlcs* je^Kels, gold vjifes p^t prodigioi^ 
.wq^ht, xk^];ple jobes, and fovir thp^fond talents qf 
h\v%r ip ^e cie.f Jfcio wever, this jgenei:ous n^gijiificencp 
jffQ^fed i^ to hw; for i^e ptelea^ed jfuch gi[fts to .tl^ 
jjiriqcipal grandees pf tljie ,GQui;t, ^s yifinitely e^fCQeedefl 
;thi^r,exjj)eq;atiofip, but gave nothing %o.ifyt eunuch P?\« 

f;oas, .th^s king's, ^avqvifite; ^d thisnot^tlirpugh.fcugetr 
(>\n|ej&, but out pf comj^ea^. Son^ per/qn^ telling 
liim ixpyi ipuch ,t]^e Jung loved 3agQas, he .apfwereC 
•*' \ honour the kipg'^ fciends, but not a,a infamouf 
f\i\^yfh, ' Tbfrfe .v^or^s bfi^itoild ^ftgpi^, he emr 
ployed all his credit to ruin a prince de/!ce^ded £i:omth^ 
i^.lefl:.b;^qp4 ^ f^ ^fi and irropcQachabLe in lus ^rpn* 
^u£i. He jeyejp pjn\f^d (pTf^ pi Orfiiies js ^tpndantf, 
^wxj^ih^Qm in^U9:ioiis hpw t^ impeac^ j^^i ^t;^ pfopef 
¥atan ; and ^ the /rveap t^e, w,he^ey€r hie jv.a^ alpflf 
3^'iih the king^ h^ ^JA*^^ ^^^ naind wit^ fi^pi.cio^s 994 
di^fqil, If t^g 4f op af^bumpus expr.e^ns pj;' that nOr 
jbliixian, 33 if by chfn/ce^ aijd 4i^e9nbli/3g v/ery artjfully 
ihe motives pf his difcontent. Nev«f ttheil|e/5|5, tjbie Jf.ing 
jrufppndp4 hi« j\4g»^^t fqrithf pr^l^epf, b^t diXc^overeU 
le£i eitf;^m db^ bejforf? f^r Of-Cf^s^ >vho.knpw4ipthii^ 
pf yh^ was plQt^flg ^finft him, io ftp mly ,^^ ^ffaiy 
^as Cfurried po ; 5UQd tjbue^i^uch, in hi^ private ^ifopurfef 
jvith Alexander, w^ jPiBrpeti^liIly c^arg«ing l^ii)^ pith^ 
^itb exaqlon^ or treaion* , - ^ 

The great da^g^ to ^vh^ch g??apf s ^f^c exppfe(^, m 
1^ iiiirel'ing themfelvcs to be prejudiced and over- 
reached 
•'About 606,0001. 
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reached in tins manner by their favourites; a danger {« 
common that St. Bernard, writing to Pope Eugenius, 
' affures him, that if he were exempt from this weak- 
nefs, he may boaft himfelf to be the only man in the 
world that is fo. What is here fpoken of princes, is 
applicable to all who reprefent them. Great men ge- 
nerally liften with pleafure to the flanderer; and for this 
reafon, becaufe he generally puts on the mafk of affec- 
tion and zeal, which fooths their pride. Slander always 
makes fome impreflion on the moft equitable minds ; 
and leaves behind it fuch dark and gloomy traces, as 
raife fufpicions, jealoufies, -and diflrufls. The artful 
flanderer is bold and indefatigable, becaufe he is fure to 
efcape unpunifhed; and is fenfible, that he runs but 
very little danger, in greatly -prejudicing others. With 
regard to the great, they feldom inquire into fecret ca- 
lumnies, either from indolence, giddinefs, or fliame 
to appear fufpicious, fearful, or diffident; in a word 
from theft unwillingnefs to own that they were impofed 
upon, and had abandoned themfelves to a ralh credu- 
lity. Inthis manner, the moft unfuliied virtue, and 
the moft irreproachable fidelity, are frequently brought 
to inevitable ruin. 

* Of this we have a fad example on the prefent occa- 
sion. Bagoas, after having taken his meafures at dif- 
tance, at laft gave birth to his dark defign. Alexander, 
having caufed the monument of Cyrus to be opened, 
in order to perform funeral honours to the afhes of that 
great prince, found nothing in it, but an old rotteii 
Biield, two Scythian bows, and a fcymitar; whereas 
he hoped to find it full of gold and filver, as the Perfians 
had reported. The king laid a golden crown on his 
urn, and covered it with his cloak; vaftly furprifed 
that fo powerful -and renowned a prince had not been 
buried with greater pomp than a private man. Bagoas 
thinking this a proper time for him to fpeak, " Are 
•* we to wonder, (fays he) to find the tombs of kings 
** fo ertipty fmcethe houfes of governors and provinces 
, w - . ♦* arc 

' ' " « De Con0der. lib. ii. c, 14, 
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•* are filled with the gold of which they have deprived, 
••them? I, indeed, had never feen this monument; 
•f but I have heard Darius fay, that immenfe treafures 
•^ were buried in it. Hence flowed the unbounded U- 
*• beraHty and profufion of Orfines, who, by bellowing 
•• what he could not keep, without ruining himfelr, ^ 
*• thought to make a merit of this in your fight.'* 
This charge was without the leaft foundation ; and yet 
the Magi, who guarded the fepulchre, were put to the 
torture, but all to no purpofe; and nothing was dif-. 
covered relating to the pretended theft. Their filence, 
on this occafion, ought naturally to have cleared Orfmes ; 
but the artful, inunuating difcourfes of Bagoas, had 
made a deep impreffion on Alexander's mind, and by 
that means given calumny an eafy accefs to it. The 
accufers, whom Bagoas had fuborned, having made 
choice of a favourable moment, came and impeached . 
Orfines, and charged him with the commiffion ol feveral 
odious crimes, and amongfl: the refi, with dealing the 
treafures of the monument. At this charge, the matter 
appeared no longer doubtful, and the indications were 
thought fufficient ; fo that this prince was loaded with 
chains, before he fo much as fufpefted that any accu- 
fition had been brought againii: him ; and was put to \ 
death, without being fo much as heard, or confronted . 
with his accufers. Too unhappy fate qf kings, who . 
do not hear and examine things m perfori; and who 
ft ill continue infatuated, notwithftanding the number- 
Jefs examples they read in hiftory, of princes who have 
been betrayed in the like manner. 

I have already faid, that there had followed the king 
an Indian, called Calanus, reputed the wifeft man 
of his country, who, though he profeffed the praftice 
of the moft fevere philofophy, had however been per- . 
fuaded, in his extreme old age, to attend upon the 
court. * This man, having lived fourfcore and three 
years, without having been ever afflifted with ficknefs ; 

and 

t Anian. lib. Tii, p. %y^ .Diod. lib. vii, p. 573, 574. Plut. in 
AUx. p. 703. 
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afrf having' a ^'ery fevere f?t of the cHoTic, upon hij ar- 
rival at PaJn^gardae, he rerolvcd'to put hirhfelf to death. 
Refbhifrefy detef mmed not- to let the perfeft* health he 
had always- enjo^'edr be impaired by lingering p^ihs; 
and being alfoaffirfed of faHirig^irtta th'e h^rfds df phy- 
ficiam, and of being tortured vrtth lodds of medicine, 
he-befought the king to order the ereftirig of a* furieral 
piltf for him; and defired, that after he had- afcended 
iti htti might be'fet to it. Alexander imagined' Calanus 
inight'c^fily be diffiiaded from fo dreadfd! a d'^llgh ; but 
finding; in fpite of all the arguments' hd could ufe; that 
Galanus was ftilT inflexible, he' at lirft' was obliged to 
a'equiefce with it. Calanus then rode on horfeback toi 
the' fo6t of the funeral pile; ofiFered up liis prayfers to 
the gods; caufed libations to bc'pei:fbr4n'^d upon him- 
ftlf, and the reft of thfe cehefnorliei id be' oBfoved 
which are praftrfed at funerals; cut off a tuft of his 
hfrir, in imitation of viftims; embr^ed fuch of his 
friends as werc'prefeht; intreaited thehi ' td ' be merry 
that day, to feaft- and caroufe with Alexander'; affuring 
them at the fame time, that he Wotild fodn fee'that 
pHnce in BabylcJn. After faying thcfe words he af- 
cended, with the'uttnoft cHeatfulnefs; the funeral pile, 
laid himfc?lf down upon it, arid cdVere'd his face; and, 
when the flame catcheJ him, he did not make'ttie'lcaft 
motion; but with a patience arid conftkncy'that fur- 
pHfcd the whole army, coritiflileid in th^ pbfture'in 
which' he' at' fir fl had laid himfelf; and' corftpleted' hl<: 
facrifiee, bj^ dying parfiiant to the cuftbni prafiifed by 
the fages of his country. 

" The htfforian informs us, that p^'opJe differed vety 
niuch in opinion with refpe'fi to this aftioft'. Some 
cdndehliied it, as fuiting' only a' frkrftie, fefifelefs 
wrbtchi others imagined, he was prompfM'td it out 
of Vaiti^glory; mef-ely for the fake of beirig gazfed at, 
aMtd pafs fof-a mitade in conftahcy''(aiid thcfe wefe 
n*t miffatfen :) in fine; others applattded this falfe' he- 
rdifrA, which had enabled him to triumph in this manner 
over forrow and-death* . 

Aferfafid^f, 
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AIe?Eiin(ler, being, rtturned into Ws tehty aft«r this^ 
itreSclfiil €}ereiiiony; invited- Several of his iViefnds and' 
general officers co fupper; and in cort^Ii;ance wich- 
GabnutWeqiidt'i and to do him honour, he propofed*, 
at^ci>ivn,-vasa rev^ard for him who (faociki q^iaff* nioft;- 
He who conquered .on this occafioQ, was Promachus^. 
whofwall^wed fowrnteaftircs of wtiie, thSki&, eighteen 
OP t^M^enty pints* Afiter rescciving^the prize; which was* 
a-crown-woith a * talent,, be .ftwvived- his^viftOTy- but* 
three? ddiyv. Qh thefe guefi«). forty-oite* died* of tkciv^ 
ititemperatioe : afc«ne> worthy ol cloftng.thnkt^ which' 
Caiamis Had a litclefbefbre exhtbiicdt 

^ From Paffagardat^ Aiexand^r came to Perfepolis ;: 
and, furveying. the remains of the conflagration, wa*-' 
eficafperatedtagaiiiA himfelf, foi^ his folly itt fettingiit on 
fire. FromhemcC'lieadvancedt^wafids'Sufa. N<*archug,. 
in compliance with hir orders, had begun to fail up the - 
Eunhratids with his fleet; but, upon advice that Alex- 
ander WBs«g»ing:to^Sdfaj he came down' agaiii to the' 
mouth of the Pafi».tigris, and failed up thi^ river to a' 
bridge^ where- Aiexa«der was to pafe it. Then the 
naval and land armie« joined. The king offered to big- 
gods facrifices) byiwayof thanks; for his happy return, 
and greatrrcjjaicings were -made in ithe camp. NearchuS' 
received therhono«rs dlie tb hiro, fdr the care he had 
tadieaaf the fleet; .anrd forha^ng.ronduSedit' fo far 
fafe, through. numberlefs dangers. 

Alexander found- in>Sufa ail the captives of quah'ty 
hp had left there. He mafrriedStatira^Darius'seideft' 
daughter, and gave the you ngeftuahis^dearHephdeftiom 
And in" order* that;, by making, thefe nrarriages more 
common}. his owiVnright not becenfured^ he perfuaded- 
tHe gateateft nobteintn'in^his'cdunvand hi^^ principal* 
favourites;, ^ to imitace^ him. Accordingly they- chbfe* 
fraiw amortguhe nobleftfamilii^'of Perfia, abbtit four- 
foore young.makfaits, whom they. manned* Hi^ddi^^ 
WBSv by thefe alliances, to cement fo ftrongly the union 
of the two nations,. that they fliould thenceforward form 



S864 THE HISTORY 

biit onei under his < empire. The nuptials* were To* 
lemnized after the Perfian manner. He Hkewife feailed 
all the reft of the Macedonians who had married be- 
fore in that country. It is related that there were nine 
thoufand gucfts at this feaft, and that he gave each of 
tliem a eolden cup for the libations. 

Not uitisfied with this bounty, he would alfo pay his 
foldiers' debts. But finding that feveral would not de- 
clare the fum they owed, for £ear of its being an ar- 
tifice merely to difcover thofe among them who were 
too lavifli of their money, he appointed in his camp, 
offices, where all debts were paid, without aiking the 
name either of the debtor or creditor. His liberality 
was very great on this occaiion, and gave prodigious 
fatisfa£lion ; we are told that it amounted to near ten 
thoufand talents ; * but his indulgence, in permitting 
every perfon to conceal his name, was a ilill more 
agreeable circumftance. He reproached the foldiers, 
for their feeming to fufpeft the truth of his promife, and 
faid to them, + '* That a king ought never to forfeit his 
word with his fubjefts; nor his fubjefl;s fufpeft that he 
could be guilty of fo fhameful a prevarication." A truly 
rpyal maxim, as it forms the fecurity of a people, and the 
moil folid glory of a prince; which, at the fame time, 
may be renounced for ever, by the violation of a fmgle 
promife; which in affairs of government is the moft 
fatal of all errors. 

And now there arrived at Sufa thirty thoufand Perfian 
young men, moft of the fame age, and called Epigones^ 
that is fuccejjors; as coming to relieve the old foldiers 
in their duty and long fatigues. Such only had been 
made choice of, as were the ftrongeft and beft fiiaped 
in all Perfia; and had been fent to the governors of 
fuch cities as were either foundedor conquered by Alex- 
ander. Thefe had inftrufled them in inilitary difcipline, 
and in all things, relating to the fcience of war. They 

were 

* About fifteen hundred thoufand pounds. 
«Tf Y«v $if>'%fi»»m 71m lAXl Ti n aXidiliEtf ^cMiy.rw Qiff^M, > 'Aiuu an. 



OF ALKXAHfifii^* i^S 

ware All \ try n^ily dc^ifed, and aU'ined after the M«ee-> 
<io»i{ui xnaanjer. Tli^fe came ^nd ^nc^niped beforo 
tl^e city, wbere« 4r?iwing up in battle-array, they were 
reviewed; and pfrform^d tjaeir e;c^rc*fes before thikingw 
who w^s excremr )y, well plt^ii^, *0d veiy bcHAatiiiil tci. 
tiiem afterwards, m which ibe M^cfdoniana took great 
twpbrs^e. .Awd ind^d Alexander pbferyijig thefe were 
li^i-fifled and tifed out wiih the Jqngfch ©f tke war, 
s^nd ofien veiit/^d murinurs ami complaiats in Ihe afleizi^^ 
blies; he hr t;^at r^C;,m wf9 defMTQUS of iraifling up 
thefe n^ forces, purpofeJy^lQ. check the Hcuntioufnew 
of U^ ve^trans. It 19. dapgerouft to diiguft a whole 
iiation, and tg favpsur foreigpei's t^o openl)r. * 

'Jq the ,in#^ time H^urpalus, >vhQm Atexander»» 
during his ex|»^ditiop loto India* had i^ppainted*^d'- 
vernor of P«^lOo, fuiued.his fervice* JRlattewng 
himfeif with fti* feop^s ^ha^ thi* prince wtojtild nev^ re*- 
turn irgm hjs war^ ior that d^untr)^, he had given > loofe 
to ^all kinds of liceiUioufne&, . 2m\ .confumqd in hi3 in** 
famous reveU p?rt qf ihe woalth with which he had been 
entruJled* Af foon a$ he was informed that Alexander 
in his return horn ladia» puniihed very feverely fuch of: 
bis lieuteDi(nt;s,a^ hadabufed their power, he meditated 
how h^ might beft l^cure bimfelf ; and {or.tb^ pui*poiieL> 
ai^t^aiTod fiye.thmifand.talentSi that is, ab^ut feveii buTi' 
dr€4 ^4 fiffy thpufaad povtpds; aflembled fix shov^imi 
fpldiers, withdrew into Attica, and landed at Athe»s« 
* Ipiroedia^ffly ftll. fuch omtprs as iftade^ a trades of 
eloquence, ran to him in crowds, all ready tO be obr- . 
rupted by bribes^ afitjiiey w^e befoH by hQp^t dI tl«^. 
HajTPalus did not&il to difldbute a (mall pact of his • 
wealth anftpi^gtbefe watws, to -win thmu over io hisu 
iater^ft, but h^^fiired.PhQfiion fcven huadred * talents, 
and f?v«n putfhi^ in^rfan under ]n$ prote^ion^ wjelj jcnow- . 

iMthe prodigious authority lie had over the people. 

The fame of his probity, and particularly of his dif. 
intereftednefe, had gained him' this credit. Philip's 

Vol. VI. N deputitri . 

y Plut, in Demoftji. p. ^57, $58^ *'PM^t. In Phpc. p. 75»... .^' 
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deputies had offered him ^eat Aims of money in tbat 

{>nnce*s name, andnntreatmg him to accept them, if not 
or himfelf, at leaft for his children, who were fo poor, 
that it -would be impoflible for them to fupport the glory 
of his name: * " Ii they refembleme," replied Phocion, 
the little fpot of ground, with the produce of which I 
have hitherto lived, and which has raifed me to the glory 
you mention, will be fufficient to maintain them; if it 
will not, I do not intend to leave them wealth, merely 
to foment and heighten their luxury/* ' Alexander-hav- 
ing likewife fent him an hundred + talents, Phocionafted 
thofe who brought them, upon what defign Alexander 
fe;it him fogreat a fum, and did not remit any to the reft 
of the Athenians ? ?* It is," replied they, •* becaufe 
Alexander looks upon you as the only juft and virtuous 
i)ian." Says Phocion, ** Let him fuflfer me fiill to enjoy 
that chara3er, and be really what I am taken for." 

' The jeader will fuppofe, that he did not give a more 
favourable reception to the perfons fent by Harpalns. 
And indeed he ipoke to them in very harih terms, d^ 
daring, that he ihould immediately take fuqh meafures 
as would be very difagreeable to the perfon on whofe 
errand they came, in cafe he did not leave off bribing the 
city; fo that Harpalus loft all hopes from that quarter. 

•< Demofthenes did not at firft (how tnore favour to 
Harpalus. He advifed the Athenians to drive him out 
from their city, and not to involve it in a war, upon a 
Very unjuft occafion, and at the fame time without the 
leaft neceflity. 

Some days after, Harpalus, as an inventory was taking 
of his goods, having obferved that Demofthenes took 
a-particular plcafure in viewing one of the king's cups 
ol folid gold, and that he admired the faihion, and the 
beauty of the workmanQiip, defired him to take it in 

his 

» Plut. in Phoc. p, 749. 

• S! met JSmiUf erunt^ idem Jbic, fnquit^ agdlm Wos aku y»' «■» ^^ 
haut dignitatem ferduxjt : Jin diffimiltifuntfuturiy nolo meis imjtenffis i//»« 
rstm ail augeriqut iiucuriam. CoR. Nkp. in Phoc. c. i. 

f An hvndr^ thoursmd cnnmDi. 
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his band, and tell him the weight of it, Dcmofthenes 
taking the cup, was furprifed at its hcavinefs, and ac- 
cordingly aflced how much it weighed ? Harpalus an- 
fwered with a fmile. Twenty * talents ^ I believe; and 
that very evening fent him that fum with the cup: 
for fo great was Harpalus's penetration, that he could 
difcoyer by the air, and certain glances, the foible of a 
man firuck with the charms of gold, Demofthenes 
could not refift its power; but, overcome by this pre- 
fent, and being + no longer matter of himfelf, he joined 
on a fodden with Harpalus's party ; and the very next 
tnorning, wrapping his neck well in woollen cloths, he 
went to the aflembly. The people then ordered him 
to rife and make a fpeecb, but he refufed, making 
figns that he' had loft his voice; upon which fome wags 
cried aloud, that their orator had been feifed in the 
night, not with a % fquinancy^ but ,an atgyrancy: 
thereby intimating, that Harpalus's money had fup- 
prefled his voice. 

The people being told next day of the gift which had 
been fent to Demofthenes were highly exafperated, and 
refufed to hear his juftification. Harpalus was there- 
upon expelled the city; and in order to difcover the per- 
fons who had taken bribes, the magift rates commanded 
a ftriQ fearch to l^e made in all houfes, that of Carricles 
excepted, who having married but a little before, was 
t;xempt from this inquiry, out of refpeS to his bride.* 
The politenefs Aiown on this occafion does honour ta 
Athens, and is not always exercifed elfewhere. , 

Demofthenes, to prove his innocence, propofed at 
decree^ by which the fenate of the Areopagus was im- 
powered to take cognizance of this matter. He was' 

N 2 . the 

♦ Twenty thoufand crowns. 

f". The eXprefTion fti the Greek is full of beauty and fplrit. Plutarch 

compares the gold which had been accepted by Demoilnenes, to a gar* 

rifon (of the enemy] which a governor had received into his- city, and 

thereby difpofTelTixl himfelfc^ the command of it. nxii>«ic wo tus 

. ^ It is linpolTible to tranilate the agreeable play of thefe Greek. 
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the St{L thejr tried, and fined, upoo being conviaed, fiftif 
* talems, t^^r the payment of which he was thrown inti» 
prifjn ; however he tound means to efcape, and Idt \ui 
ccu-ury. Demoilheces did not behave with refolutioR 
and mjgnaciuiity in his banifluoent, refidiog generally 
at ALg.r^ vT Trezeua; and every time be caft hise)'£( 
on Attica, Lis idcc would be covered with tears; ao4 
he fufiered fuch words to drop from him« 9S were ubt 
wonhv a brave man: words which bv BO means cqt* 
rcfpond %^'ith his refoiute and gci^erous Miaviottr dunng 
his adininiikraiion. Cicero was reproach^ with th^ 
fame weakcefs in his exile, which (bows that gc^aftaie^ 
gre not fuch at all times, and on all ^ccafioos. 

^ It were to be wiihed, for the honour of elpc^Moce, 
that what Paufanias relates in juftification of JDemof* 
tlienes, were true; and it is very prob|i)>le it w4s fof 
According to this author, liarpaluSy aft^ ^'ing^Croni 
Athens, was feifed by Philoxenus the Macedoniap; 
and being racked, to extort from him the names of fuch 
Athenians as had been bribed by bira, he did aot ofice 
mention Demoilhenes, whole nam^, had be been guijty* 
he would not have fupprefled before Philoxenus, as thai 
orator was his enemy. 

Upon the'firft report of Harpalus's fiyiitg to A^be^s. 
Alexander, fully determined to go in pcrfoa to puniili 
Harpalus and the AtlienianSy had coflsm^ndod a fleet 
to be equipped. But. after news was brought that the 
people in their aflembly had ordered him to depait 
their city, he laid alide all thoughts ^ returning imq 
Europe. 

Alexander, having ftlll a curip&ty to fe^ the ^fgfi^ 
can^e ck>wn from Sufa, iipon the riyer ^^i«e|4s; ^d 
after having coailed the PerfUn gulph to the mouth of 
the Tygris, he went up that river towards the army, 
yhich was encamped on the banks of it', near the ci|y>pf 
0|>is, uiider the pommand of Hef)h^ii40D« 

Upon his arrival tliere, he publifhed a decji^^tion in 
, Aie Camp, by which ail tiki Macedoni^$« Wl^o, by 

b Paufitn. 1. it. p. 14S. 
^ Fifty, thoufand crowoj. 
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fcaibn of their s^e, wounds, or any othor infirn^ity, 
we#e unable to fojipott any lortg#r the fatigues of the 
fervice> wer-c permitted to return into Greece j de-^ 
olarin^, that his defign was to difcharge them, ^o iyt 
bountiful to them, and fend them back to their native 
country in a fafe and houourable rAanner. His intention 
iKnis, itr malting this deekration, to' oblige, and at the 
timtt einic give.them tlie ftrongeft proof how greatly 
t4MJ)i WMe in bi« efteerti* However, the very contrary 
h^paned^ for being already dtigufted upon fbme other" 
account?, efpeciaUy by thie viiible preference which 
Alejcandev gave to foreigners, they imagined, that his 
i«roUiYi<m wa^ to make Afia the feat of his empire, 
and to difengage himfelf from the Macedonians; and 
diat the on'iy motive of his doing this, was, that they 
might make k*oom for the new troops he had levied 
lA the conquered eountries. This alone was fufficient 
to exafperate them to fury. Upon which, without ob- 
ferving the leaft order or difcipline, or regarding the* 
remonAranres of their officers, they went to the king* 
with an Air of infolence which they had never alTuniOT' 
till then, and with feditious cries unanimoufly demanded- 
to be diftharged; faying further, tthat fince he defpifed' 
the fokiiers who had gained him all hfs viftoriear, he* 
and his father Ammon might cafry on- the war againft- 
whomfoever, ^nd in what manner they pleafed: l>iit as^ 
fo*'tliemfelves, they were tufly determined nottofervc* 
him any longer. 

The king, no way furprifed, and without once hefi- 
taling, jumps from his tribunal; caufes the principaf 
mutineers, whom he himfelf pointed out to his guards/ 
to be immediately feifed, and orders thirteen tO' he- 
punifhed. This bold ind vigorous aftion, which thun>^' 
dcpftruck the Macedonians, fupprelfed their Moorage in^^ 
an inftant : quite amazed and confounded, and fcarce* 
daring to look at one another, they ftood with dowh call 
eyes, and were fo difpirited^ and trembled foprodigi-' 
oufly, that they were unable either to fj^eak ot'evcn* 
to think. Seeing tbem in this condili^n) kere-a^^ende^ 

his 
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his tribunal, where« after repea^ng to them, with a 
fevei£ countenance, and a menacing tone of voice, the 
numerous favours which Philip his father had beftowed 
upon them, and ail the marks of kindnefs and friendfhip 
hy which he himfelf had diflinguifhed them, he con-^ 
eluded with thefe words : <* You all defire a difcharge; 
** I grant it you. Go now, and publilh to the whole 
'• world, that vou have left your prince fo the mercy of 
•• the nations he had conquered, who were more anec-* 
" tionate to him than you." After fpcaking this, he re- 
turned fuddenly into his tent; cafhiers his old guard ; 
appoints another in its place, all compofed of Perfian 
foldiers; (huts himfelf up for fome days, and would 
not fee any perfon all the time. 

Had the Macedonians been fentenced to die, it 
could not have furprifed them more than when news- 
was brought them, that the king had confided the 
guard of his perfon to the Perfians. They could fup- 
prefs their grief no longer, fo that nothing was heard 
but cries, groans, and lamentations. Soon after, they 
all run together to the king's tent, threw down their 
arms,, confefiing their guilt ; acknowledging their fault 
with tears and (ighs; declare that the lofs of life will 
not be fo grievous as the lofs of honour; and protell 
chat they will not leave the place till the king has par* 
doned them. At laft, Alexander could no longer refift 
the tender proofs they gave of their forrow and repen- 
tance; fo that when he himfelf, at his coming out of 
his tent, faw them in this dejeded condition, he could 
not refrain from tears ; and, after fome gentle reproaches, 
which were foftened by an air of humanity and kind- 
nefs, he declared fo loud as to be heard by them all, 
tbat he reftored them to his friendfliip. This was 
reftoring them to life, as was manifeft from their 
ihouts. 

He afterwards difcharged fuch Macedonians as were 
no longer able to carry arms, and fent them back to their 
native country with rich prefents. He commanded, 
that at the exhibiting of the public games, they Ihould 

be 



or ALEXANDER, 871 

be allowed the chief places in the theatre, and there fit 
\i^th crowQS on their heads; and ^ve orders, that the 
children of thofe who had loft their lives in his fervice; 
£hould receive, during their minority, the fame pay 
which had been given their fathers. Such fupport and 
honours granted to veterans, muft neceflarily ennoble; 
in a very confpicuous manner, the military profeflidn! 
It is not poflible for a government to enrich every foU 
dier in panicular; but it may animate and confolehim 
by marks of diftin£):ion, which infpire a ftronger ardouf 
for war, more conftancy in the fcrvice, and nobler fen-i 
timents and motives. 

Alexander appointed Craterus commander of thefc 
{bldiers, to whom he gave the government of Malce- 
donia, Theffaly, and Thrace, which Antipater had 
enjoyed; and the latter was commanded to bring the 
recruits inftead of Craterus. The king had long fmce 
been quite tired with the complaints of his mother and 
Antipater, who could not agree. She charged Anti* 
pater of afpirin]^ Sit fovereign power, and -the latter 
complained of her violent and untraflable difpofition; 
and had often declared in his letters, that fhe did not 
behave in a manner fuitable to her dignity^ It 
was with fome rel usance Antipater refigned his go« 
vernment. 

. ' From Opis, Alexander arrived at Ecbatana in Me. 
dia, where, after having difpatched the moft urgent af^ 
fairs of the kingdom, he again fotemnized games and 
feftivals : there had come to him from Greece, three 
thoufand dancers, makers of machinery, and other 
perfons {killed in diverfions of this kind. It happened 
very unluckily, during the celebration of thefe feuivak,; 
that Hephaeftion died of a difeafe which he brought 
upon himfelf. Alexander abandoning himfelf to im- 
moderate drinking, his whole court followed his ex- 
ample, and fometimes fpent whole days and nights in 
thefe exceffes. In one of them Hephaeftion loft his 
life. He was the moft intimate friend the king had, 

and 

« A» M. 3680. Ant. J, C. 314. 
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the confident of ail his fecrets, and, to faf all m a 
ivord, a fecond k\i, Craterus only fecfnod to difpute 
this honour with him. A few words, whieh one day 
cfcaped that prince, (kows the difierenge he made be^ 
Iween thcfe two courtiers. '• Craterus," -fiiys he, **^ loves 
the king, but Hephae (lion loves Alexander." This ex- 
prefllon fignifies, if I aiifiake not, that Hephseftion had 
devoted himfelf, in a tender and aiffe6lionate manneft 
to the pcrfon of Alexander;: but that Craterus loved 
kirn as a king, that is, was concerned for his repittation, 
and fometinies was kfa obfequiou&to his will, than he 
was zealous for bis glory and intereft. An excellent 
chara6ler, but very uncommott. 

Hephasilion was as much beloved by aill the cour* 
tiers, aa by Alexander tutnfelf. : Modefl* even-tem* 

Csred, beneficent;- frec^ffom pride, aVai^ice, andjea-» 
ufy; he never abu£e<} hi& credk, nor nrefifrred hinN 
fclE ta jthofe olEcerCy whofe merit oiade tnctn neceffary 
io his foYcrefgn. He. waa uoesreffally regrefited: but 
kis death threw Alexander into^ extefive forrow, lo 
which he abandoned himfelf in fuch a manner, at waa 
unworthy fo great a king» He feeined to nsctive no 
confoiation, bnt in* the ettraordinary tuneral hoiiiMira 
he paid to his friend at his arrival in Babylon, whithet 
he commanded Perdiccas to carry his corpfe^ 

In orde? lo remove^ by bulmefs and employment, 
themchnclioly ideas which the death of hirs favourico 
perpetually awakened in hiji mind, Alexander marched 
m% army »gatoft the CMpi^ a watlike naeioii inhabiting 
tiic moomains of Media, whom not one of the Ferfian 
iEionarcha liad ever been able t^ conquer^ However. 
the king reduced them in forty d^s, afterwards palled 
tiie Tigris^ and marched towards ]Baby Ion. 
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SirCT. XVlir. Alexander enters Babylon; contrail totht 
Jiniftcr prediBions of the Ma^i and othef Jbothfayers. 
He thH-e forms the plans ofjcueral Vfyagts tind icon^^ 
quefts. * nefets about repairing the breaches made in 
ih^ piers of the Tigris a?id EvphrafeSy and rebuilding 
the temple of Beliis, He abandon/ hiftijelf to immode^ 
rate drinking, which brings him to his ^nd. The uni" 
verfat grief jpread over tne whole e?npire upon that at- 
count. Sy/igambis is not able to Jurvive him. firt* 
potations are made to convey Aexanders Cbfpfe to tkt 
temple of Jupiter 'Ammom in Libya, 

^ A LEX AND ER being arrived within a league and 
-^^ a half of Babylon, the Chaldeans who pretended 
to know futuiity by tlie ftaps, deputed to him forne of 
their old. nieo, to acquaint him, that he would be in 
daager o£ his life^^in cafe he. entered that city« and 
were very urgent with him to go np farther. Th« 
Babyloniih allrologers were held in fuch great reputa- 
tion, that this advice made a prodigious impreflion on 
his mind, and filled him with confuiion .and dread. 
Upon this, after fending feveral oi the grandees of his 
court to Babylon, he him feU': went another way; and 
having marched about ten leagues, he flopped for fome 
time in the place where he had encamped his army^ 
The Greek philofophers,. being told the foundiation of 
his fear and fcruples, waited upon him ^ when fetting^, 
in the flrongeft light, the prmciples of Anaxagoras,^ 
wbofe tenets they roliowed,- they demonftrated to .him, 
in the ftrongcft manner, the vanity of aftrology; and 
made; him have fo great a contempt for divination in 
genieral, and for that of the Chaldeans in particular^ 
that he immediately marched towards Babylon with 
lik whole army» ' He knew that there were arrived 

N 5 ia 

< Arriari. lib. vii. p. 494—309. Q. Curt. lib. x. c. 4 — 7. Pint, 
in Alex. p. 705—707. • Diod. lib. xvii. p. 577—5^3. Juilin. 
iib. xii. c. J 3 — 1^,. 
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in that ctty, ambalTadors from all parts of the world, 
who waited for his coming; the whole earth echoing 
fo much with the terror of his name, that the feveral 
nations came, with inexprefCble ardour, to pay homage 
to Alexander, as to him who was to be their (overeign. 
This view, which agreeably foothed the ftrongefi of all 
his paflions, contributed very much to ftifle every other 
refle6lion, and to make him carelefs of all advice that 
might be given him ; fo that he fet forward with all 
poBible diligence towards that great city, there to hold 
the ftates-general, in a manner, of the world. After 
making a moft magnificent ^try, he gave audience to 
all the ambaffadors, with the grandeur and dignity fuit- 
able to a great monarch, and, at the fame time, with the 
affability and politenefs of a prince* who is defirous of 
winning the affeSion of all. He loaded thofe of Epi* 
daurus with great prefents for the deity who prefides 
over their city, as well as over health, but reproached 
him at the fame time, " iEfculapius," fays he, *• has 
Ihowedme but very little indulgence, in not preferving 
the life of a friend, who was as dear to me as myfelf." 
In private, he difcovered a great friendOiip for fuch of 
the deputies of Greece, as came to congratulate him 
on his vtAories, and his happy return ; and he reftored 
them all the ftatues, and other curiofities, which 
Xerxes had carried out of Greece, that were found 
iti Sufa, Babylon, Paflagarda, and other places. We 
are told, that among thele were the ftatues of Harmo* 
dius and Ariftogiton, and that they were brought back 
to Athens. 

' The ambaffadors from Corinth having offered him, 
in the name of their city, the freedom of it, he laughed 
at an offer which fcemed altogethei" unworthy of one 
who had attained fo exalted a pitch of grandeur and 
power. However, when Alexander was told that Co- 
rinth had granted this privilege to Hercules only, he 
accepted it with joy; and piqued himfelf u{>on treading 
in his fieps, and refembling him in all things. But, 

♦ 3 * cries 
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prm * Seneea, in what did this frantic young man^ 
M^ith whom fuccefsful temerity pafled for virtue, re- 
femble Hercules? The latter, free from all fclf-inte- 
refted views, travelled through the world, merely to 
ferve the fevcral nations he viiited, and to purge the 
earth of fuch robbers as infefted^ it : whereas Alex«* 
ander, who is juilly entitled the plunderer of nations, 
made his glory to confift in carrying defolation into 
all places, and in rendering himfeif .the terror of 
maiiukind. 

At the fame time he wrote a letter, which.was to have 
been read publicly in the alFembly of the Olympic 
games, whereby the feveral cities of Greece were coin- 
manded to permit all exiles to return into their native 
country, thofe excepted who had* committed facrilege, 
or any other crime deferving death; and ordered Ai^ti- 

Ster «to employ an armed force againft fuch cities as 
ould refufe to obey. This letter was read in the aflem- 
bly. But as for the Athenians and Etolians, they did 
not think themfelves obliged to put orders in execution, 
which feemed to interfere with their liberty. . 

Alexander, after having difpatchedthefe afiairs, find* 
ing himfelf now at leifure, be^n to think of Hephaef- 
tion's burial. This he folemnized with a magnificence; 
the like of which had never been feen. As he himfelf 
undertook the management of this funeral, he com^ 
manded all the neighbouring cities to contribute their 
utmofl in exalting the pomp of itk He Hkewife ordered 
all the nations of Afia to extinguiih what the Perfians 
call the facnd Jire^ till the ceremony of the interment 
, fhould be ended; which was confidered as an ill omen, 
it being never prafiifed in Perfiai except at the death of 
its monarcbs. All the officers and courtiers, to pleafe 

Alexander, 

* Quid illi fimle baiebat 'uefanus adoUfceyUy cut provhtute trat fil^x 
temeritas f Hercules nihil fibi 'vicit, • Orbem terrarum tranfi'vit^ non cou" 
* cwpifcendo^ fed vindicando-^^-'-'^nalontm hofiis, bonorum X'index; terrar^ 
Mori/que facator. At bic h fuefitia latro gentiumque •vafiator^—'-'fummum 
honum, duxitf icrrori ejpt aaiCiis rwrtalibus, Sejsec. dc Benef. lib. i. 
cap. 13. 
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Alexander, caufed iimges to beearved o£tkitf«vourite» 
oi gold, ivorjr, and other precioas matetiidM. 

At the fame time the king, having procared a great 
Dumber of archite^, and ftilful workmen, firft caufed 
near fix furlongs* of the wall of Babylon to be beat 
down; and, having got together a great number of 
bricks, and levelled the Ijpot designed for the funend 
pile, he had a rooft raagniocenc monumemal ftruAure 
epe£led over it. . 

This edifice was divided into thirty parts, m each 
whereof vras raifed an uniform buildit^, the roof of 
which was covcared with great planks of palm-tree- weodv 
The whole formed a perf e^l fquare, the circumference of 
which was adorned with extraordinary mse^nifieeDce^ 
£ach &de was a furlong, or an hundred fsthoms, in 
length. Ai the foot of it, and in the firit row, were 
fet two hundred and fony*four prows^ of fhips gilded, 
on the ^buttrefles, or fapporters whereof, the fishes of 
tvto archers, foor cubks high, • with one knee on the 
ground^ werefrxed; and two other ftatues, in an up:- 
right pofiure« completely armed, bigger than the liftf,^ 
being^fiye cubits io' height. The fpaces between the 
prows were fpread and adorned with purple cloth. Over 
tfaefe prows wsas a colonnade of large flambeaux, the 
fliafitaof which were fifteen cubits high,, embelliflied 
with crowns of gold aft the part where they are lield.. 
ThjB flame of thofe flambeaux ending at top, ttrminaced 
H>wafd6 eagles, which, with their heads turned do¥rtf. 
waiHl«» and extended wings, ferved as capitals. Dira^ons 
fixed near, or upon the bafe, turned iheir heads iMp. 
ward^ towards the eagles* Over thiseolonsiade ft^oda 
t|iird» in the bafe of which was- reprefented, in. relievo,, 
a party of hunting animals of every kiod. • On the Jupo^ 
rsor order,, that is the fourth,, the combat of the Centaurs 
was reprefented in gold- Finally, on the fifth, gpldei^ 
figures, r2>refenting lions and bulh,.were j^lacedaher- 
nately.. The; whole edifice terminated with military 

trophies*. 

♦ In Grfgk EwwTt^ec or ears. Thefc are two pieces of timbw^whifih 
project to the tii^t smd left of the prow^ 
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trepbit^, afi!iei^ihe*Macdiofriari«»iid Barbarian h{tn&ti\ 
a$ folto^ny fymbota of the viftory of the fotrritr, afn'd 
<kleat« of che btter*- Op. the cmablature;^ and roof were 
reprefented Syrens, the hollow bodies of which were fii*. 
led (but in an imperceptible manner) with mulicians, who 
fang mournful airs and dirges in honour of the deceafedi. 
This edifice was upwards of one hundred and thirty cu- 
bits high, that is, above an hundred and ninety-fvve feet* 
The beamy of thedefignof this ftrufture, the fin - 

Sralarky and lAagnificence oi the decorations, and the 
(SVeral ornaments of' it, forpafled the moft wonderful 
prod4idioiis of fancy, and were all in an exquifite tafte. 
Alexander had appointed to fuperintend the building of 
this ediiRice, Staficrates, a great archite6^, and admirably 
well fkilted in mechanics, in all whofe inventions and 
defigns there appeared, not only prodigious magnifr- 
centre and furprinng boldnefs, but fuch a greatnefs as 
was fcarce con^eivabte. # 

* It was thi» artift, who, difcourfing fome time be- 
fore with Alexander^ had told him, that of all the 
tnoumainshe knew, none would fo well admit of b^ing 
cut into the Ihape of a man, as mount Athos in Thrace: 
That, if he therefore pleafed but io give orders, he 
would make this mountain the moft durable of all fta- 
tiws, and that which would lie moft open to the view 
of the univerfe. In its left hand it fhould hold a city, 
confifting of ten thoufand inhabitants ; and from its right 
fhould pour a great river, whofe water would difcharge 
Ihemfelves into the fea. One would have thought that 
thtsproje£l would have pleafed Alexander, who fought 
i!^ the great and marvellous in all things; neverthelefs, 
he rejected it, and wifely anfwered, that it ^yas enough 
there was one prince, whofe folly mount Atiios wouH 
dcmife. This was meant of Xerxes, who having en« 
deavottred to cut through the lilhmus of that mountain^, 
wrote a * letter to it in the moft proud and fenfelefs. 

terms.* 

•-Plut. dcfortiim* Atei. fertn. L p. 35$. , • * 

♦ Proud Athos, who iifteft thy head to heaven, be not fo bold as to 
•ppofe to my workixicn fuch ^cks and itbaes as t^ey caAnot cut ; other- 
wii'e I will cut thee quite to pieces, and throw the« into the fea. 
f lutificb| de ira cohib. p. sSi* 
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terms. •* With regard to myfelf,'* fays Alexander, 
** mouQt Caucafus, the river * Tanais, the Cafpian fea» 
>all which* I pafled in triuinph, (hall be my monu* 
meot." 

. The expence of the fplendid monument which this 
prince .ere£led in honour of Hephaeftion, with that of 
the funeral, amounted to upwards of twelve thoufand 
talents, that is, more than one million eight hundred 
thoufand pounds. But what man was ever fo ridicu- 
loufly and extravagantly profufe ! All this gold* all this 
iilver, was no other than the blood of nations, and the 
Xubfiance of provinces, which were thus Taprificed to a 
vain oilentation. 

To crown the afieflion which Alexander had for bis 
deceafed friend, fomething was ftill wanting to the ho- 
nours he paid him, to raife them above human nature^* 
and this was what he propoled, and for that purpofe had 
fent to the temple of Ammon a trully perfon, named 
.Philip, to inquire the will of the god. It doubtlefs was 
the echo of that of Alexander; and the anfwer was, 
that facrifices might be ofFeted to Hephaefiion, as a demi- 
god. Thefe were not fpared in any manner ; Alexander 
himfelf firft fetting the example, when he made a great 
feaft, to which upwards of ten thoufand perfons were 
invited. At the fame time he wrote to Cleomehes, 

, governor of Egypt, commanding him to build a temple 
to Hephxftion 'in Alexandria, and another in theifle of 
Pharos. In this letter (which is ftill extant) to excite 
his diligence, and haften the work, he grants the govei^- 
nor, who was defpifed univerfally for his injuftice'and 
rapine, a general pardon for all his crimes, paft, pre- 
fent, and future ; provided that, at his return, the temple 
and city Ihould be completed. And now nothing was 

. feen but new altars, temples, and fefti vals ; no oaths 
were adminiftered but in the name of the new deity: 

* to queftion this divinity was a capital crime. An old 

^ officer ^a friend of Hephaeftion) having bewailed him as 
dead, in paiTmg before his tomb, had like to have been 

put 
• The laxiuthes i& here mciuit^ , . 
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Et to' death fbr it ; nor would he have beenpardoned, 
d not Alexander been afltired» that the officer wept«' 
merely from fome remains of tendernefs, and not as 
doubtinff Hephxfiion's divinity. I cannot fay, whether 
Alexander prevailed fo far, as to make any one give 
credit to Hephacftion's divinity ; but he himielf appear* 
ed, or at leaft endeavoured to appear, firmly perluaded 
of it ; and gloried, not only that he bad a god for hi& 
father, but that he himfelf could make gods. How ridi^ 
cuious is all this I 

■ During almoft a year which Alexander continued in. 
Babylon, he revolved a great number of projeds in his 
mind; fuch as to go xound Africa by fea; to make a 
complete difcovery of all the nations lying round the 
Cafpian fea, and inhabiting its coafts ) to conquer Ara^ 
bia ; to make war with Carthage, and to fubdue the reft 
of £.urope. The very thoughts of .fitting flill fatigued 
him, and the great vivacity of his imagination and am- 
bition would never fufFer him to be at reft; nay, could 
he have conquered the whole world, he would have 
fought a new one, to fatiate the avidity of his defires. 

The embellifliing of Babylon alfo employed his 
thoughts very much. Finding it furpafied in extent, in 
tonveniency, and in whatever can be wiihed, either for 
the neceflities or pleafures of life, all the other cities of 
the £aft, he refolved to make it the feat of his empire; 
and for that purpofe, was defirous of adding to it all thi^ 
^ conveniences and ornaments poifible. 

This city, as well as the country round about it, had 
fuffered prodigioufly by the breaking of the bank or dike 
of the Euphrates, at the head of the canal called Palla^ 
copa. The river running out of its ufual channel by 
this^ breach, overflowed the whole country; and forcing 
its way perpetually, the breach grew at laft fo wide, that 
it would have colt almoft as much to repair the hank, as 
the ratfing of it had done at firft. So. little water was 
left in the channel of the Euphrates about Babylon, that 
there was fcarce depth enough for fiiiall bQats, which 
teoxifequently was pf great prejudice to the city. 

• , Alexander 
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Alexander undertook to remsdjr tbis; fi>r wbicli pcnw 
pofe he embariced upon the Euphrates, in order to take 
a view of the place* It wason thwoccafioii that he re-* 
proachedt in a ludicrous, ixifulting tone of voice, the 
Magi and Chaldeans who accompanied hint, for the 
vanity of their predictions ; 4in€e, notwithftanding the 
ill omens they had endeavoured to tenrify him with (as 
if he had been a credulous woman) he however had en-' 
lered Babylon, ai^d was returned from it very ^aife* At^ 
tcntive to nothing but the fubjeft of his voyage^ he went 
and reviewed the breach, and gave the proper orders for 
repairing and reftoring it to its former condition, , 

This defign of Alexander's merited the gres^efi ^ 
plaufe. Such works are tmely worthy great * princes^ 
and give immortal honour to their namev as not beisj^ 
the effc£k of a ndiculous vanity, bat entkely calculated 
for the public good. By tlave execution of this projcd/ 
he would have recovered a whole province which' lay 
under water ; and have made the river more navigable, 
and confequently of greater fervice to the Babylonians^ 
by turning it all again into its channel as before; 

This work, after having been carried on the length of 
thirty furlongs (a league and a half) was flopped by diffe' 
culties owing to the nature of the foil ; and the death>of 
this prince,' which happened foon after, put an end to 
this proje^l, and feveral others he- bad % formed . A 
fupreme cavife, unknown to men^ prevented its execu*^ 
tion. The real obftacle to the fuccels of it, was the 
curfe which God liad pronounced agatnft this city 
an anathema which no human power coul<ib. divert or 
retard. ^ *' I will cut off frcMn Babylon^th^ name and 
remnant/' had the- Lord of faofts fworn above three 
hundred years before*. '* I will al£o make it a poifeflion 
for the bittern, and pools of water: and I will fweep 
it with the befom ot deftruflrion — ^It fhall never 'be 
inhabited, neither fhall it be dwelt in from generation 
to generation-^— neither fhall the fhepherds make their 
Solas- there.'' Heaven ' and earth would fooaer liavef 

. palfed 

^ Ife. c. 14. vcr, »2> %3^ ' f Chap* 13. ver. ao. 



paffd(J away, ihatt AJex^iKter*S'*efigif be put in e^c'cfctii 
tion. No river was now to flow by feaby ten ; , the 
plcKres round it were to be overflowed and changed into 
uninhabitable fens ; it was ta be- rendered inacceffible, 
by the prodigious quantities of mud and dirt; and the 
city, as well as the couqtry about it, were to be covered 
with ftagnated watets, which would make all accefs to 
it impra6^icab]e. * Thus it now lies ; and all things 
were- to confpire to reduce it to this deje6bed*ftate, in 
order riiat the prophecy migbft fee completely fulfilled ; 
** " for the Lord of hofts hath purpofed, and who (hall 
difannul it? And his hand is ftretched out, and who 
fliall turn it back?** Nothing flioWs more evidently 
the flrength and weight of this invincible curfe, than 
the efforts of the moft powerful prince that ever reign«* 
^d ;• ^ prince, the moft obftinate that ever was, with 
fegard to the carrying on his- projeft^; a prince,, of 
Whoftfc efiterprift^ none had ever mi fcarried; and who 
foiled in this only, though it did not feem fo difiicult as 
vfie' reft* 

Another defign which Alexander meditated, atid 
fc«d mofli at heart, was the repairing the temple of 
Belus. Xerxes had demoliflied it i» his return fron» 
Greece, and it had lain in ruins ever fmce. Now 
Alexander was • refolved, not only to rebuild it, buf 
even to raife a much more magnifieient temple. Ac*- 
cordingly, he had caufed all the rubbifli to he re- 
moved; and fiadingthat the Magi, to whofe care he 
had left this, went o« bat flowly, he made his foldiers 
Work. NotwithftAnding ttti tnoufand of them were? 
daily e^mployed at k^ for two mortths' fucceflSvely, 
the work was not finiflied at the death of this prince, 
foprodigio«« were its ruins. '»When it came to the 
turn of the Jewifli foldiers, who were in his army^ 
to work as the reft had done, they could not be pre^ 
vailed Upon to give their alliftance; but excufed ihem- 
felves with faying, that as idolatry was forbid by the 

I ' tenets 

% Ife. ch.' 14. ver. 27. i Jofephus contra Appion. lib. i. cap. S« 
• Sec what U ftidonthh fubjeftfei tho'Mftory of Cyrus. 
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tenets of their religion, tbcy therefore were not al- 
lowed to aflift in building of a temple, defigned for 
idolatrous worfhip; and accordingly not one lent a 
hand on this occafion. They were puniOied for dif- 
obedience, but all to no purpofe; fo that, at laft, 
Alexander admiring their perfeverance, difcharged, and 
fent them home. This delicate refolution of the Jews 
is a lefTon to many Chriftians, as it teaches them, that 
they are not allowed to join or aflift in the com- 
miffion of an a£lion that is contrary to the law of 
God. 

One cannot forbear admiring the condu£l of Pro- 
vidence on this occafion. God hath broke to pieces, 
by the hand of his fervant Cyrus, the idol * Beius, 
the god who rivalled the Lord of Ifrael : he afterwards 
CauCed Xerxes to demolifh his temple*. Thefe firft 
blows which the Lord ftruck at Babylon, were fo many 
omens of its total ruin ; and it was as impoilible for 
Alexander to complete the re-building of this temple, 
as for Julian, fome centuries after, to reftore that of 
Jeru^^fem. 

Although Alexander employed himfelf in the works 
above mentioned,, during his ftay in Babylon^ he fpent 
the grejUeit part of his time in fuch, pleafures as that 
city afforded ; and one would conclude, that the chief 
aim, both of his occupations and diverfions, was to 
fiupify himfelf, and to drive from his mind the me- 
lancholy and afflifling ideas of an impending death, 
with which he was threatened by all the predi£lions 
of the Magi and other foothfayers: f(»r' though, in cer- 
tain moments, he feemed not to regard the various 
notices which had been given him, he was however 
ferioufly affefted with them iQwardly ; and thefe 
gloomy refieft ions were for ever returning to his mind. 
They terrified him at laft to fuch a degree, that when- 
ever the moft^ infignificant thing happened (if ever fo 
little extraordinary and unufual) his imagination fwelled 
\t imifiediately to .a prodigy, and interpreted it into an 

• , unhappy 

* God gives him this njune in lijuth. 
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ui^happy omeii. The palace was now filled with fa- 
crifices, with perfons whofe office was to perform 
expiations and purifications, and with others who' 
pretended to prophecy. It was certainly a fpefiacle 
-worthy a philofophic eye, to fee a prince, at whofe 
nod the world trembled, abandoned to the ftrongeft ter- 
rors; fo true is it, fays Plutarch, that if the con- 
tempt of the gods, and the incredulity which prompts > 
us neither to fear nor beiievQ any thing, be a great mis* 
fortune, the fuperftitious man, whofe foul is a prey 
to the moll abje6l fears, the moft ridiculous^ follies, 
is equally unhappy. It Is plain that God, by a juft 
judgment, took a pleafufe in ^degrading, before all 
ages and nations, and in finking lower than the con-- 
duion of the vulgar, the .man who had affefted to fet 
himfelf above human nature, and equal himfelf to th^ 
Deity. This prince had fought, m all his a6lions, 
that vain glory of conquells which men moft admire^ 
and to which they affix, more than to any thing elfe,' 
the idea of grandeur: and God delivers him up to a 
ridiculous fuperftition, which virtuous men oi good' 
fenfe and underftanding defpife moft, and than which 
nothing can be more weak or groveling. 

Alexander was therefore for ever folemni^ing newr 
feftivals, and perpetually at new banquets, in which he 
quaffed with his ufual intemperance. After having;. 
Ipent a whole night in caroufing, a fecond was pro- 
pofed to him. He met accordingly, and there were; 
twenty guefts at table. He drank to the health of. 
every perfon in company, and then pledged them fe. 
verally. After this, calling for Hercules's cup, which; 
held frx bottles,, it was filled, when he poured it kll 
4own, drinking to a Macedontaa of the company^r 
Porteas by name, and afterwards pledged him again, 
in the fame furious buipper. He had no fooner fwaU 
lowed it, but he fell upon the flobr. **. Here then,** 
cries * Seneca^ (defcribing the fatal effe&s of drunk- 

ennefs)v 

♦ AUxandrum tot itinera, tot fr^tlia^ tot btemtx, fer quasj wHm temp0- ■ 
rum hcarumqur difficuUatty tranjieraty tot jiumina ex fgnoto utdenti^^ xti^ 
Maria tutum dimiferunt ; intentperantia bibendi-^ & ilie Herculanetu^ac* 
Jaxalhjcyfbui condidit. S^nic Epiil. 8^. 
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cnnefsjf *• Is this hero ; invincible to aH the fdils of 
*' prodigious marches to the dangers of fieges-aad 
•• conxbats, to the raoft violent extremet of heat and 
•• cold; here he lies, -conquered by his intenyperance, 
** and Jkruck. to the earth by the fatal cup of 
•• Hercules," 

In this condition he was feifed with a violent fev^, 
and carried half dead to his palace. The fever con- 
tinued, though with fomc good intervals^ in which- he 
gave the ncceffary orders for the failing of the fleets 
?ind ilie marching of his land-6>rces, being perfuaded 
he fhould foon recover. But at laft, finding himfelf 
paft all hopes, and his voice beginning to fail, ht' 
drew, his ring from his finger, and gave it to Perdiccas, 
with orders to convey his co^fe to the temple of 
Axnmon* 

. Notwithflanding * his- great weakne&, he*however- 
ftruggled with dcith, and raiiing himfelf . upon hi^ 
^bpw^ pcefented his foldien (to whom he could noC 
•cfufe this laft teftimony of frieadfllip) his dying hahd 
to kifs. After this, his principal courtiers afking to- 
whpni he left the empire; he anfwered, ** To the moft 
worthy;" adding, that he forefaw the deci%>n of thi^ 
would give occafion to firange funei^aV games after >his 
deceafe. And Perdiccas, inquiring further at what 
time they fhould. pay. him divine honours; he replied* 
" When you are happy." Thefe were his laft words^- 
and foon after he expired. He was thirty-two jears^ 
asid eight months old, of which ht had reigned twelve.* 
He died in the middle of the fpring, the firft year oP 
the CXIVthOiympiad. 

i .^ No one, fays Plutarch and Arrian, fufpcfted then 
that Alexander had been poifoned ; aftd yet it is at this^ 

time" 

ISA. M. 3613. Aiit. J. C.3»8. 

* f Quanqttom violhitia mt>rBf dilahBatur^ in cu^ttim fumen ereStit^ 
dfxtram omnibus y qui earn contingtre vellentt porrexit. Quit autem 
illamcjfculari wu curtvref, fudt jumfaf offfejfa^ maxhni narcitut «*- 
fitTcfti^ ifumaniimie qimm /piritst wvidUrty/uffititf \hu Majb. I. T. 
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|U»« 4hat fiach reporta generally prevail. BiH the ftat^ 
^f his.bpdy proved tbat he did not die that way; 
for. all his chief officers diftgreeing among themfelves, 
tke eofpfe, though it lav quite naglcfted for feveral 
4^yi in Babylon, vrbieh sands in a hot climate, did not 
ibow the leaft fymptoms of putrefaaion. The true 
poifon which brought him to ms «nd was wine, whicH- 
m$ killed many tfaoufands beildes Alexander. It was 
Hei^enhelefs believed afterwards, that this prinee had 
Jbid^O poifoned by the treachery of Antipaler's Tons; 
ibat Caflsnder* theeldeft t>f them, brought the *poifon 
fipom .Cneecerihat lolas^ his youn^tr higher, threif# 
ihe faial draught into Alexander's cup, of which he 
wm Uie bearer; and that he cunningly cht^ the time 
f)Cthe great feaft mentioned before, in order that the 
prodigious quantity of wine he then drardc, might toh^ 
ce^l the true oaufe of his death. * The ftate of Antipa4 
ter'ji a'fFairs, at that time, gav« fome grounds for this 
fu^icion. He was persuaded that he had been recalled 
with no' other view than to ruin him, becaufe of his 
ml-iadminiA^tioa during his vice- royalty ; and it was 
fiQt altogether improbable, that he 'Commanded his 
fons to commit a crime, which would fave his own 
life, by taking avra^ that of his fov^ereign. An nn* 
doiibted cirramftsnee is, ^t he could never wafh out' 
ihis ilain; .and that as long as he lived, the Macie. 
d^nians dei^fted him as a traiteir who had poifoned 
Aeir:kiiig. Ariftbtle was alfo fufpe£):ed, bxit witji no 
froar fouadatiofi. \ 

Whether Al^iander left his life by poifon, othy 
€n&t{&Ye drilUciw; k i».furpri/ing to fee the prediction 
of the Mi^ and loathfay^rs, with regard to his dying 
i» Aahykn^ (b exaftly fulfilled. |t is eertain and indiu 
yntable, that God has referyed to himfelf only the 

knowledge 

"* it is ftmaded ihM *his poifisn was nn nttiefneljF cold wat6r, * 
a^hich (liililk drop by .dcop, from a rock in Arcadia, oalled Noaaoiisr 
¥m9 i it lie is it falis ; «kI it is fo vgAly Oiaqp, that it coriodes what- 
aifff «i(^EEdL.ieoeiVfls it, thofe Mmm^toA which an made ^ a mnle^v 
lilfio^, ¥lt 4ie told, Sbftt it -was biought for ^bis iwind pwrf»€tfe ^om 
^rc«ce to Bab/lony ina vefidl of tlie ' ' ^ 
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knowledge of f oturity ; and if the foothfayers and oracSei 
have fonietimes foretold things which really came to 
pafs, they could do it no other way than by their im- 
pious correfpondence with devils, who by their pene- 
tration and natural iagacity, find out feveral methods 
whereby thay dive to a certain degree into futurity, 
with regard to approaching events ; and are enabled to 
make predidions, which though they appear above 
the reach of human nnderfianding, are yet Qot above 
that of malicious fpirks of darknefs. The know- 
led^ *thofeevii fpirits have of all the circumftances 
which precede and prepare an event ; the part they 
frequently bear in it, by infpiring fuch of the wicked 
as are given up to them, with the thoughu and defire 
of doing certain a£lions, and committing certain crimes ; 
an infpiration to which they are fore thole wicked 
perfons will confent : by thefe things, devils are en- 
abled to forefee and foretell certain particulars^ They, 
tndeedf often miftake in their conje&ures, but f God 
alfo fometimes permits them to iucceed in them, in 
order to punifli the impiety of thofe, who, in contra* 
difiion to his commands, inquire thrir- fate of fuch 
lying fpirits. 

^ Tne moment that Alexander's death was known, 
l^e whole palace echoed with criies and groans. The 
Vanquiihed bewailed him with as many tears as the 
vi£kors. The grief for his death occafioning the re- 
membrance qf his many good qualities, all his. faults 
were forgotten. Th(? rerfians declared him to hsjve 
been the moil juft, the kindeft fovereign. that ever 
reigned over them ; the Macedonians the beft, the n^oft 
valiant prince in the univerfe ; and all exclaimed againft 
the gods, for having eavioufly bereaved, mankind of 

I . t h|m, 

' • D^manes fervtrjit (folent) malefaBm fuadert, ie owontm morihut 
tertifmt quidjtra eis talia ftiadentibus amfenfocri. SiuukM autem '^n 
^ ifivtfibiUbus modis, S. Aucuit. dc Divuut. DsDioon. p. SO^^v 

. f Facile £jl & noH hcongruumy u$ cmjupotirix & }t*Ptu% ad eartm 
f^tnam qitlhus ifta ^^tdicuntur -"occttlto apparatu, mimiariotUm fuerttm. 
t^An^ffiritibus talibus tdiqtdd divinationu imperfeaL B. Avo. de piv. 
Quj:;lt. adSimplio. 1. ii. (^uaeA* 3 
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ftftnit in the flpwer of hU age, aind the height of his 
fortune. The Macedonians imagined they law Alex- 
ander, with a fiitn and intrepid air, dill lead them on 
t.o battle^ befiege cities, climb walls, and reward fuch 
as had difiinguiihed themfelves. They then reproached 
themfelves for having tefufed him divine honours; and 
confefled they had been ungratefo^ and impious, for 
bereaving him of a name he To juftiy merited. 

After paying him this homage of veneration and 
tears, they turned their whole thoughts and refIe€Hons 
en themfelves, and on the fad condition to which they 
were reduced by Alexander's death. They confidered^ 
that they were on the farther fide (with refpefl to Ma- 
c«donia)^of the Euphrates, without a leader to head, 
them; and furrounded with enemies, who abhorred 
their new y^e* As the king died without nominating 
his fucceuor, a dreadful futurity prefented itfolf to 
their imagination; and exhibited nouiing but divifions, 
civil wars, and a fatal neceflity of ftill (bedding their 
blood, and of opening their former wounds, not to. 
conquer Afia, but only to give a king to it; and to 
raife to the throne perhaps fome mean officer or wicked 
wretch. 

This great mourning was not confined merely to 
fiid>ylon, but fpreadover all the province; and the 
news of it foon reached Darius*s mother. One of her 
daughters was with her, who being ftill inconfoiable 
for the death of Hephseftion her huiband, the fight of 
the public calamity recalled all her private woes. But 
Syfiffambis bewailed the feveral misfortunes of her 
family; and this new affli£lion awaked the remem* 
brance of all its former fufierings« One would have 
thought that Darius v^^'biit j4ft ^ad, and that this un- 
fortunate mother folemnized the funeral of two fons at 
the fame time. She wept the living no lefs than the 
dead : " who now,** would fhe fay, ** will take care of 
my daughters; Where (hall we find another Alex* 
and^r?" She would fancy fhe faw them again reduced 
to a ftate of captivity, and that they had loft their king. 

dom 
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iatn a fabdnd times but with Uii's.difleieiifcc, ib^t poi« 
Alexander was gone, daicy hdA RQ ro&lge Uft. Ac )ail, 
file funk under her grief. This ptfctfKof^ ^iq Iwd 
borne with pationQC (ba death of ^er father, har builKOid^ 
^f fourfcore ^f her brothacs* wh9 .y<^^ fiaqrdered ia 
9iie day by Oehua, 9fid, co fay all in one word, ik^t. 
of Daritt$ her Ton, and the ruin of bor bmily ; though 
fhe had, I fay, fuhmitted patkmtly XQ a}} <hefe iqfi^. 
fte lK>wev^ bad not fii-cngth cm viiad (uffickA^ to 
fopport faeiielf after ihe di^ith. of Ale^a^derr Sba^ 
would noi udce any Aifleoaacis, . and ^ry^ faerfolf ta. 
^a(h| to avoid ber Airviving this laft eaii^ty* 

After Alexander's dcath«. great cKmt^itio^s ^rofe. 
amoiig the M«cedoniaiis» about iqppointiog him a 
fuccellor, of wliich I ihall give an acQount. ip ita 

5 roper place. After feves days fpent in <pAf iiAan and. 
ifpiueq. il was agracd that AridcM^, baftard broths. 
to Ale«(ander, ihouM be de(;lared kjug,* and t^i iat 
e^fe RoKaAa, who ¥ras eiglu months g^m vriUi ichiM* 
ihould he delivered of a fon, be fliould jhwre the throne 
in conjup6lion with Arideus, and that Peirdicaas ftpuld 
have the care of both; for Aridena was a woak max, 
and wanted a guardian as much as a child. 
• The Egyptians and Chaldeans havingreQ^aitncid the 
king's corpfe after their manner. Aridena was ip*. 
pointed to convey it to ihe temple of Jupiter- Amnion. 
^ Two whole years were employed in preparing for 
this /nagnificent funeral, which made Olympias bewail 
the fate, of her fon, who having had the ambition lo 
rank bimfelf among the gods, was fo l^i^g derived of 
faurial, a privikge allowed to the sacaneA of inorials* 

r 
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Sect. XIX« Thejucfgmcnt we arc to form of Alexander, 

THE reader wonld not be fatisfied, if, after having* 
given a detail of Alexander's a£lions, I Ihould not 
take notice of the Judgment we are to form of them ; 
efpecially as authors have entirely differed in their 
opinions, with regard to the merits of this prince* 
Some have applauded him with a kind of extafy, as the 
model of a perfeQ: hero, which opinion Teems to have 

Srevailed: others, on the contrary, have rcprefented, 
im in fuch colours, as at leaft fully, if not quite 
eclipfe, the fplendour of his viftories. 

This di verfity of fcntiments denotes that of Alexander's 
qualities ; and it muA be confcITed, that good and evil, 
virtues and vices, were never more equally bJendcd, 
tlian in * the prince whofe hiftory we have written*. 
But this is not. all ; for Alexander appears very different^ 
according to the times or feafons in which we cpnfider. 
him, as Liyy has very juflly obferved. In the inquiry 
he makes concerning the fat^ of Alexander's arms« 
fuppofing he had turned them towards Italy, he + dif- 
cq vers in him a kind of double Alexander; the one 
wife, temperate, judicious, brave, intrepid, but at the 
fame time prudent and circumfpe6l: the. other im- 
merfed in all the wantonnefs of an haughty profperity ;. 
vain, proud, arrogant, fiery; foftened by. delight^,, 
abandoned to intemperance and excefles; .in a word^. 
refembling Darius rather than Alexander ; and having 
made the Macedonians degenerate into all the vices of 
the Perfians, by the new turn of mind, and the new. 
manners he afTumed after his conquefis. 

Vol. VL O Ifliall 

* • 

• Luxuriaf induftria: comitate^ arrogantia s ma/h honi/qne mrttlu^^ 
mixtus, ' Tacit. * • 

+ Et'Ioqtnmur de Alexandre nondum mtrfo fectmdisrehuSy quaruik ntma 
iMtviermftlhr fidt. Qui J% ex Mitif nwafortunay nQ^fiqu$^ vt ita dicam^ 
ingenUy quod Jibi 'ulElor induerat, fpeSetur^ Dario magis Jtmilts quam 
Alexandra in Italiam vemjfet^ & exercitum Macedonia oblitum^ degeneranm 
temjtte jam in Per/arum mores adduxijfri* Li'v. 1. ix. n. iS. 
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I (hall have an eye to this plan, in the account I am 
now to give of Alexander's charaQer, and fhall confidei 
it under two afpefts, and in a manner, two aeras ; firft, 
from his youth till the battle of Iflus, and. the fiege of 
Tyre, which followed foon after; and fecondly, from 
that viftory to his death. The former will exhibit to 
us great qualities with few defefts (according to the 
idea the heathens had of thefe) ; the fecond will re- 
prefent to us enormous vices; and, notwithftanding 
fhc fplcndour of fo many viftories, very little true 
and folid merit, even with regard to warlike a£lions, 
a few battles excepted, in which he fuitained his re- 
putation. 

FIRST PART. 

We are firft to acknowledge and admire, in Alex* 
ander, a happy difpofition, cuhivated and improved by 
an excellent education. He had a great, noble, and 
generous foul. * He delighted in bellowing and doing 
fervice, qualities he had acquired in his infant years* 
A young lad, whofe bufinels it was to gather up and 
throw the balls when he played at tennis, to whom he 
had given nothing, taught him a good leflbn on that 
fubjeft. As he always threw the ball to the other 
players, the king, with an angry air, cried to him, 
♦^ And am I then to have no ball?" *' No, Sir," replied 
the lad, " you do not afk me for it." This witty and 
ready anfwer gave great fatisfaftion to the prince, who 
fell a laughing, and afterwards was very liberal to him. 
After this, there was no occafion to excite him to afts 
of generofity; for he would be quite angry with fuch 
as refufed them at his hands. Finding rhocion con- 
tinue inflexible on this head, he told him by letter, 
•* that he would no longer be his friend, in cale he re- 
fufed to accept of his favours." 

Alexander, as if be had been fenfible of the mighty 

things to which he was born, endeavoured to (hine on 

^ all 

^ Plut. in Alex. p. 687. 
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sil occafions,' and appear, more confpicuous than any 
other perfon. No one was ever fired with fo ftrong a 
love for glary ; and it is well known, that ambition, 
whicK is confidered by Chriftians as a great vice, was 
looked upon by the heathens as a great virtue. It was 
that which made Alexander fupport with courage all 
the toils and fatigues neccflary for thofe who would 
diftinguiih themfelvcs in »the exercifes both of body 
and 'mind. He was accuftomed very early to a fober, 
hard, plain way of life, uncorrupted with luxury or 
delicacy of any kind; a way of life highly advantage^ 
ous to young foldiers. 

I do not know whether any prince in the world had a 
nobler education than Alexander. He was very con* 
verfant in eloquence, poetry, polite learnings the whole 
cJFcl^ of arts, and the moft abftrafied and mofl fublime* 
fciences. How happy was he in meeting with fo great 
a preceptor! None but an Ariftotle was fit for an AJex- ' 
ander. I am overjoyed to find the difciple pay fo illuf-* 
trious a teftimony in refpefl: to his mailer, by declaring 
he was more indebted to him, in one fenfe, than to his , 
father. A man who thinks a^d fpeaks in this manner, 
iDuft be. fully .fenfible of the great advantages of a good : 
education. 

The effefts of this were foon feen. Is it poffible 
for us to admire too much the great . folidity and judg*, 
ment which this young prince difcovered in his con- 
verfation with the Perfian ambafiadors ? : His early .wif- 
dom, whilft, in his youth, he a6bed as regent during 
his father's abfence, and pacified the feuds which had 
broken out in Macedonia? His courage and bravery at 
the battle of Chseronea, in which he fo glorioufly dif- 
tiiiguiihed bimfel f ? 

. It is a pain to me^ to fee him wanting in refpefl 
to his father at a banquet* and employing fevere, in- 
fulting expreflions on that occafion. It is true, indeed^^ 
that the affront which Philip put upon.Olympias, his. 
mother, in divorcing her, tranfported him in a manner 
out of himfelf ; but dill no pretence, no injuftice or 

• O2 ^violence. 
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violence, can either joftify or excufe fuch uiage to » 
father and a king. 

■* He at'teYwards discovered more moderation, when, 
on occafion of the infolent and feditious difcourfes held 
by hia foldiers in an infurrc6lion, he faid, **• That 
noiliii^ was more royai, than £or a man to hear with 
calmnefsi himfelf ill fpoken o£, at the time he is doing 
good." It has been obferyed, that the great prince of *• 
Conde did not think any thing more wort&y of admi- 
ration in tliis conqueror, than the noble haaghtinefs 
with which he fpoke to the rebellious foldiers, who re^ 
fufed to follow him: '• Go," fays he, ** ungrateful, bafe^ 
iiretchcs, and {irochdm in your country that you have 
abandoned yoi|r king among nations who will obey him : 
better than you«" ** Alexander (ifays that prince) aban^ 
't doned by his own troops asnong Barbarians, who were 
**' not yet completely, conquered, believes himfelf fo 
"- wortny of commanding over odiers, that he did not 
'*<. think men could refufe to. obey him. Whether he 
*** were in Europe or in Afia, among Greeks or Per- 
**i iianst it waa tne fame to him. He fancied^ that 
*'. wherever he found men^ he Sound fubjeds." Alex^^ 
ander's patience and moderation, whick I took notice 
of at firft, are no lefs wonderful. 

* Tlic firft years of his reign are perhaps the moft 
^orioiis of hisu life. That at twenty years of age; he 
was able to** appeafe the inteftine feuds which raged 
in the kingdom; that he ei^r* crufhed or fi^ected 
foreign enemies, and thofe of the moft formidable 
k»nd^ that he difarmed Greecb, moft of the nationa 
whereof had united againft him.; and that in le&than 
three years, he fiionld have ena}>led him&l£ to execute 
fecurely thofe plans his father had fo wifely: proje£bed ; 
all this fuppofcs a prefietide : of mind, a fireogth of foul, 
acouragiO, au intrepidity,' and* what is more than all, a' 
i;etnfuiDiQateprudlence.; qualities whick £orm the chs- 
laflev ofi the true faeoo. 

'1..1 .• • • ...'•... - ' . This' 

■» • • • ■ . • ■ 1 

, * Plut. in Akx. p. 6S|. / » St, Evremosid. 
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; This thaiiaflfer he ftipported in a ^andetfiil matmeir, 
.during the whole cburfe of his expedition againft 
,i)3^riuj5» . till the time mentioned by us. ■• Plutarch very 
juftly admires the bare plan of it, as the moft heroic 
r«£l that ever was.: He formed it the very inftant he 
'^ifcefBded the throhe, looking upon this defign, in fomte 
.meafure,. as a part of what he inherited from his father. 
-When fcarce twenty years old, furroutided wkh dari- 
^gers both within and without his kingdom, finding his 
.treafury. driined and. incumbered with debts; to the 
,ampttnt of Iwq hundred * talents, which his father had 
•ContraQed ;. having an army which was greatly inferior 
'in number to ttiit of the rerfians: in this condition, 
J^lex^Ddef already turns his eyes towards Babylon and 
iSufa^ and propot^s no lefs a conquefl; thhn:that of fo 
rvaft an empire. . . 

- Was this the efie£l of the pride arid raflinefs erf 
-Youth? a&s Plutarch. Certainly not« replies that author. 
]No man ever fcarmed a warlike eiHerprife with fo great 
preparations, and fuch mighty fuccours^ by which I 
iuAderftand (continues Plutarch) magnanimity, pro- 
fdence, temperance^ and courage; prq)arations and aid^ 
<wJth which pfailofophy fupplied him, and which he 
thoroughly ftudied ; to that we may affirm, that he wa^ 
ms much indebted for .his conqueft tbi the leifons of 
;AriftotI^ his itk^fter,. as to the initru^ions of Philip his 
father. 

We may add, that afccording to all the maxima of 
Iwar, Alexander's enterprife muft naturally be fu.ccefsr^ 
iul. Such an army as hi8> though not -a very great one, 
confiding of Macedonians and Greeks^ that is, of the 
beft troops at that .time in the world; and trained up to 
avar durinj^ a long courfe of years, inured to toils and 
jdangers, formed by a happy experience to all the eKer*> 
5:ifes of fieges and battles, animated by the remem« 
jjrance of their pall viflorles, by the hopes of an im* 
inenfe booty, and more fo, by iheir hereditary and 

irrecon«- 

• Plut. de fortun. Alex. Orat. I. p. Jp7^ 

« About thirty thoufand pounds. 
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irreconctleable hatred to the PeHians ; fucfa an army, I 
fay, headed by Alexander, was almoft fure of conR^uer- 
ing an army, compofed, indeed, of infinite numbers of 
nien, but of few foldiers. 

The fwiftneft of the execution was anfwerable to 
the wifdom of the projed. After having gained the 
aScQion of all his generals and officers by an unparal- 
leled liberality ; and all his foldiers by an air of good- 
tie fs, affability, and even familiarity, which, to far 
from debafing the majefly of a prince, adds to the re- 
fpe£l which is paid him fuch a zeal and tendernefs, 
as is proof agamft all things: after this, I fay, the 
next thing to be done, was, to aftonifli his enemies by 
bold enterprifes, to terrify them by examples of fev^ 
rity ; and, laflly , to win them bv acb of humanity and 
clemency. He fucceeded wonaerfully in thefe. The 
paiTage of the Granicus, followed by a famous vic- 
tory ; the two celebrated fieges of Miletus and Hali- 
carnaiTus, (howed Ada a young conqueror, to whom 
no part of military linowledge was unknown*. The 
razing of the laft city to the very foundations, fpread 
an univerfal terror; but the allowing all thofe the 
enjoyment of their liberties and ancient laws, who 
fubmitted chearfuliy, made the world believe, that the 
conqueror had no other view than to make nations 
happy, and to procure them an eafy and lafting 
peace. 

His impatience to bathe himfelf, when covered 
with fweat, in the river Gydnus, might be looked 
upon as a gay, juvenile a£kion, unworthy of his dig- 
jiity; but we muft not judge of it from the manners 
of the prcfent age. The ancients, all whofe exercifes 
were relative to thofe of war, accuftomed themfelves 
early to bathing and fwimming. It is well known, 
that, in Rome, the fons of the nobility, after having 
heated themfelves in the Campus Martins, with run- 
ning, wreftling, and hurling the javelin, ufed to plunge 
into the Tyber, which runs by that city. By thefe 
oxercifes they enabled themfelves to pals- rivers and 

lakes 
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lakes in an enemy's country ; for thofe are never eroded, 
but after painful marches, and after having been lon^ 
expofed to the fun-beams, which, with the weight of 
the foldier's arms, muft neceffarily make them fweat. 
Hence we may apologife for Alexander's bathing him- 
felf in a river,' which had like to have been fatal to 
him, efpecially as he might not know that the waters of 
it were fo exceflive cold. 

The two battles of IfTus and Arbela, with the fiege 
of Tyre, one of the moft famous of antiquity, entirely 

f>roved that Alexander pofleffed all the qualities which 
orm the great foidier; as fkill in making choice of a 
field of battle; fuch a prefence of mind in the heat 
bf*aftion, as is neceffary for the giving out proper 
orders ; a courage and bravery, which the moil evident 
dangers only- animated ; an impetuous aftivity, tem- 
pered and guided by fuch a prudent refervednefs, as 
will not fuffer the hero to be carried away by an indif* 
creet ardour; laftly, fuch a refolution and conftancy, 
as is neither difconcerted by unforefeen obftacles, nor 
difcouraged by difficulties, though feemingly infur* 
mountable, and which know no other bounds or iffue 
but viftory. 

Hiftorians have obferved a great * difference between 
Alexander and his father, in their manner of making 
war. Stratagem, and even knavery, were the pre- 
vailing arts of Philip, who always a£led fecretly, and in 
the dark ; but his fon purfued his fchemes with more . 
candour, and without difguife. The one endeavoured 
to deceive his enemies by gunning, the other to fubdue 
them by force of arms. The former difcovered more 
art, the latter had a greater foul. ^ Philip did not 
look upon any methods, which conduce to conqueft, 
as ignominious; but Alexander could never prevail 

with 

P Paufan. 1. vii, p. 415. 
♦ Vincendi ratio utrijue diver/a. Hie afertCy tile art thus billa tra&a^ 
iat, Dfctpth tile gaudere hojiibusy hie palum fufix, Prudentior tile 
confilioj bic animo magvtjicentio r N ulla a^ud Pbilipfum turpi* 

rati§ vincendi . Justin, lib. ix. cap. 8, 
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With birardf Co employ trtachery. He, indeed, endea- 
voured to (\i-^¥f over the ableft of all Danus's generals ; 
but then he employed honourable means. When he 
inarched near Memnon's lands, he commanded his hU 
diers, upon the fevereft penalties, not to make the leaft 
havoc in them. His defign, by this condud, was either 
to gain him over to his fide, or to make the Perfiaas fuf* 
pert his Edelity. ^ Memnon alfo delisted in behaving 
with jreneroGty towards Alexander; and hearing afol- 
dier fpeak ill of that prince: ^* I did not take t^e into 
my pay," fays that general, ftrikiog him with his jave* 
lin, " to fpeak injurioufly of that prince, but to £ght 
againft him." 

The circumfiance which raifes Alexander above moft 
cooquerors, and, as it were, above himfelf, istheufebe 
nude of vidory after the battle of Ifliis. This is the 
moft beautiful incident in his life: is the point of fight 
in which it is his intereft to be con&dered> and it is 
impoflible for him not to appear truly great in that 
vitrw. By the victory of Iffus, he had j^ffeffed him* 
• felf, not only of Darius's perfon, but alfo of bis em-* 
pire* Not only Syfigambis, that king's mother was his 
captive; but alfo his wife and daughters, princeflel 
wbofe beauty was not to be paratiekd in all Afia. — 
f^lei^ander was in the Uoom of life, a conqueroc, fre^ 
and not yet engaged in the bands of marriage» as an 
author obferves of the firfl Scipio. Africanus, on alike 
occafion:- neverthelefs, his camp was, to diQfepriiv. 
telTes,. a facred afylura, or rather a temple^ in which 
their chaftity was fecured, as under the guard of virtue 
itfclf, an^ lo highly revered, that Darius, in his ex- 
piring moments, hearing the kind treatment they had 
met with, could not torbear lifting up his dying 
hands towards heaven, and wi(h fuccefs to fo wife 
and generous a conqueror, who governed his pailions 
fo abfolutely. 

In the enumeration of Alexander's good qualities, 
J 'muft not omit one rarely found among the great, and 

which 

% Piut. in Apoph. p. 174. 
» Etj'uvenis, ^ cae/eSs, ^ viaar, Val. Max, I. iv. c. J. 
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which neverthelefs does honour to human nature,/ and 
makes life happy : this is, his being informed by a 
foui capable oi a tender friendfbip; his opennefs, truths 
perfeverance, and humility^ in fo exalted a fortunOi 
which generally confiders itfelf only» makes its gran^ 
deur confjft in humbling ail things around it, and is 
better pleafed with fervile wretches^ than with free, 
fincere friends. . • 

Alexander endeared himfelf to his officers and foU 
diers; treated them with thegreateil familiarity; ad^ 
Knitted them to his table, his exercifes, and converfa- 
tions ; was deeply troubled for them when involved i^ 
any calamity, grieved .for them when Gck, rejoiced a4 
their recovery, and fliared in whatever befel them« 
We have examples of this in Hephasfiion, in Ptole«i 
Biy, in Craterus, and manyothers« A prince of real 
merit, does no ways debafe his dignity, by .fuch. 4' 
familiarity and condefcenfion ; but, on tho contrary, 
is ni(Mre beloved and refpeAed upon that v^ry account 4 
Every m^n of a tail itature, does not fcruplc'to fix}% 
jiimfelf upon a level with the. reft of miaaLind,. weU 
Knowing that lie ihall over*tbp them alU . It i& Uve 
intereft of truely diminutive perfonfr only, . not . to 
vie in fiature with the tall, nor to appeal in s| 
crowd. 

; Alexander was dear to others, becaufe they wepe 
fenfible he was beforehand with them in aiFe6lio»» 
This circumfianee made the foldiers ftrongly.^ defirous 
to pkafe him, and fired them with intrepidity f hence 
thty were always feady to execute all, his orders^ 
though attended with the greateft difficulties and dan^ 
gcrs: this made them fubmit patiently to tlie fevereft 
Kardfhtps, and threw, them into the deep^ft afflif^ioiiy 
whenever they happened to giv4 him any room £of 
dtfcotttcnt. ... • . . 

. Iri this piflure which has been given of Alexander, 
what was wanting to complete his glory? Military 
virtue has beei» exhibited in its utmoii fplcndour: 
goodnefs^ clemency, ;nt>dcration, and wiftiom, have 
* " 'O5 * crowaed 
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crowned it, and added foch a luftre, as greatly en- 
hances its value. Let us fuppofe, that Alexander, to 
fecure his glorv and his vittories, ftops fliort in his 
career; that he himfelf checks his ambition, and raifes 
Darius to the throne, with the fame hand that had dif- 
poflefled him of it ; makes Afia Minor, inhabited 
chiefly by Greeks, free and independent of Perfia; 
that he declares himfelf protedor of all the cities and 
ftates of Greece, in no other view than to fecure their 
liberties, and the enjoyment of their refpeftive laws 
and cuftoms; that he afterwards returns to Macedon, 
and there, contented with the lawfuK bounds of his 
empire, makes all brs glory and delight confift in 
rendering his people happy, m procuring it abundance 
of all things, in feeing the laws put in execution, 
and making jufiice flourifh; in caufing virtue to be 
had in honour, and in endearing himfelf to his fub« 
jcfts: in fine, that now become, by the terror of 
his arms, and much more fo by the lame of his vir- 
tues, the admiration of the whole world, he fees 
himfelf, in fome meafure, the arbiter of all nations, 
and exercifes, over the minds of men, fuch' an em- 
pire, as is infinitely more lading and honourable 
than^ that which is founded on fear only : fuppofing 
all this to have happened, Alexander would have been 
as great, as glorious, as good a prince as ever blefied 
mankind. 

To the forming fo great a charader, a greatoefs of 
foul, and a moft refined tafte for true glory, are re- 
quired, fuch as is feldom met with in hiftory. Men 
generally do not * confider, that the glory which at- 
tends the moft fhining conquefts, is greatly inferior to 
the reputation of a prince, who has defpifed and 
trampled upon ambition, and known . how to give 
bounds to univer.fal power. But Alexander was far 

• from 

* Set s uhi vera priuciph^ uhi fempSterna Jit gloria- Arcn*^ ^ fiatuas^ 

aras €tlam templaque demelitur & obfcurat ohlrvio ; contra^ contemptor am^ 
iitioftiSf fef infinite potent!^ domitor ac frgnator animus ipfa vetuftate 
Jore/cii, fun* in Pan. Trajan, w 
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from pofleffing thefe happy qualities. His uninter- 
rupted felicity, that never experienced adverfe fortune, 
intoxicated and changed him to fuch a degree, that 
he no longer appeared the fame man; and I do 
not remember that ever the poifon of profperity 
had a more fudden or more forcible effcfl than upon 
him. 

SECOND PART. 

From the fiege of Tyre, which was foon after the 
battle of Iffus, in which Alexander tlifplayed all the 
courage and abilities of a great warrior, we fee the 
virtues and noble qualities of this prince degenerate 
on a fudden, and make way for the greateft vices and 
moft brutal paffions. If we fometimes, through the 
exceffes.to which he abandons liimfelf, perceive fome 
bright rays of humanity, gentlenefs, and moderation, 
thefe are the effeSs of a happy difpofition, which, not 
being quite extinguifhed by vice, is however governed 
by it. 

Was ever enterprife more wild and extravagant, 
than that of crofling the fandy defarts of Lybia : of 
expofing his army to the danger of perifliing with thirft 
and «fatiffue ; of interrupting the courfe of his viftories, 
and givmg his enemy time to raife a new army, merely 
for the fake of marching fo far, in order to get himfelf 
named the fon of Jupiter Ammon ; and purchafe, at fo 
dear a rate, a title which could only render him con* 
temptible ? 

* How mean was it in Alexander, to omit always 
in his letters, after Darius's defeat, the Greek word, 
which fignifies healthy* except in thofe he wrote to 
Phocion and Antipater! As if this title, becaufe em- 
ployed by other men, could have degraded a king, who 
IS obliged by his office to procure, at leaft to wilh, all 
his fubjefts the enjoyment of the felicity implied by 
that word. 

Of 

• Flut. in Phoc. p. 749. 
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Of all vices, none is fo groveling, none fo unwoF^ 
thy, not only of a prince, but of a man of honour^ 
as drunkennefs; its bare name is intolerable, and 
ftrikes us with horror. How infamous a pleafure is 
it, to fpend Whole days and^nights in caroufing, M 
continue thefe excefles for weeks together; to pride 
one's felf in exceeding other men in intemperaace^ 
and to endanger one's life in no other view than to 
gain fuch a vi£lory! Not to mention the infamous 
enormities that attend thefe debauches^ bow greatly 
Ihockipg is it to hear the frantic difcourfes of a fgn,- 
who, being into^^icated with the fumes of wine, in« 
duftrioufly drives to defame his father^ to fully his 
glory, and, loft to all fliame, prefer himf^lf to him ? 
I)runkennefs is only the occafion, hot the caufe, of 
thefe exceffes. It betrays the fentiments of the heart* 
but does not place them there. Alexander, puffed up 
hy his vi^ories, greedy and infatiable of praife, in* 
loxicated with the mighty idea he entertained of his 
own merit, jealous of, and defpifing all mankind, has 
the power in his fober moments to conceal his fenti* 
inents ; but no fooner is he intoxicated, than he fhows 
Jiimfelf to be what he really is. 

What ftiall we fay of his barbaroufly murdering an 
old friend ; wIk>, though indifcreet and rafh, was 
yet his friend ? Of the death of the moft honeft man 
in all his court, whofe only crime was his refuiing to 

f)ay liim divine horpage ? Of the execution ol two of 
lis principal officers, who were condemned, though 
nothing could be proved againft them,, and oti the 
flightefl fufpicions ? 

I pafs over a great many other vices, which Alex<» 
ander, according to moft hiftorians, gave into, and 
which arc not to be juftified : to fpeak of him, there- 
fore, only as a warrior and a conqueror ; qualities in 
which he is generally confidered, and which have 
gained him the efteem of all ages and nations ; all we 
now have-to do, is, to examine whether this efteem be 
fo well grounded .as is generaHy fuppofed. 

I have 
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I have already obfcrved, that, to the. battle, of Iffus 
and tlie fiege ot Tyre inclufively, it cannot be denied 
but that Alexander was a great warrior and an iU 
luftrious general. But yet I doubt very much, whe^ 
ther* durinff thefe firft years of his exploits, he ought 
to be conndered in a more confpicuous light than 
)ii$ father: whofe a&ions, though not fo dazzling, 
are however as much applauded by good judges » and 
thofe of the military profeflion. , Philip, at his ac- 
ceffion to the throne, found all things unfettled. He 
himfelf was obliged to lay the foundations of his owi^ 
fortune, and was not fupported by the leaft foreign 
afliftance. He raifed himfelf to the power and gran^ 
deur to which he afterwards attained. He was ob- 
liged to train up,, not only his foldiers, but his offi« 
cers 'f to inftruft them in all the military exercifcs ; 
to inure them to the fatigues of war; and to his caro 
and abilities Macedonia owed the rife of the cele- 
brated Phalanx, that is, of the beil troops the worl^ 
had then ever feen, and to which Alexander owed all 
his Gonqueils. How many obflacles fiood in Philip's 
way, before he could poffefs himfelf of the power 
wliich Athens, Sparta, and Thebes, had fucceflively 
exercifed over Greece ! The Greeks, who were the 
braveft and moil fagacious people in the univerfe,. 
would not acknowledge him for their chief, till he 
acquired that title by wading through feas of bloody 
and by gaining numberlefs conqi^efts over them* 
Thus we fee, that the way was prepared for Alex- 
ander's executing his great defign ; the plan whereof, 
and the moft excellent inftruftions relative to it, had. 
been laid down to him by his father. Now, will it 
not appear a much eaGer taik, to fubdue A(ia with 
Grecian armies, than to fubjcCl the Greeks who had 
fo often triumphed over Afia ? 

But without carrying fuaher the parrallel of Alex- 
ander with Philip, which all, who do not confider 
heroes according to the member of provinces they 
have conquered, but by the intrinfic value of their 

aflions^ 
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anions, mnfl give in (avoiir of the latter: what judg- 
ment are we to form of Alexander, after his triumph 
o%'er Darius; and is it poflible to propofe him, during 
the latter pan of his li^, as a model worthy the imita- 
tion of thofe who afpire to the charafier of great ibldiers 
and iiluilrious conquerors? 

In this inquiry, I (hall begin. with that which is 
imanimoufly agreed, by all the writers on this fubjeA, 
to be the foundation of the folid glory of a fa»ero; 
I mean the juilice of the war in which he engages, 
without which he is not a conqueror and a hero, but 
an ufurper and a robber. Alexander, in making 
Afia the feat of war, and turning his arms againft 
Dariin, had a plaufible pretence for it; becauie the 
Perfians had been in all ages, and were A that time 
profefTed enemies to the Greeks, over whom he had 
been appointed generaliffimo, and whofe injuries he 
therefore might think himfeif juftly entitled' to re- 
Tenge/ But then, what right had Alexander over the 
great number of nations, who did not know even the 
name of Greece, and had never done him the lead 
injury ? The Scythian ambaflador fpoke very judi- 
cioufiy, when he addrefled him in thefe words : " What 
" have we to do with thee? We never once fet our 
feet in thy country. Are not thofe who live in woods 
allowed to be ignorant of thee, and the place from 
" whence thou comeft? Thou boafteft, that the only 
** defign of thy marching is to extripate robbers ; Thou 
** thyfelf art the greateft robber in the world." This 
is Alexander's exa£l chara£ler, in which there is no- 
thing to be rejefted. 

A pirate fpake to him to the fame effe£t, and in 
ftrongcr terms. Alexander afked * him, what right 
he had to infeil the feas ? " The fame that thou haft," 

replied 

• EUganter & veraciter Alexaniro itti Alagno eomprehenfiu pirata re* 

fpendit. Nam cum idem rex iMHinem InterrogAJftty quid ei wdtretur ut 

mare baberet infejiitm ; iUe^ liberS contumaeid : Quod ti6i, inquit, ut orbem 

terrarum. Sed quia id ego exiguo navigio facio^ latro vocor : quia tU 

magna clajfe^ imperatwr. Refert Noilius Marc, ex ClC£A. 3. de rep. 
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replied the pirate with a generous liberty, " to infeft 
•* the univerie: But becaufe 1 do this in a fmall (hip, I 
•' am called a robber; and becaufe thou afteft the fame 
♦• part with a great fleet, thou art entitled conqueror.** 
This was a witty and juft anfwer, fays * St. Auftin, who 
had preferved this fmall fragment of Cicero. * 

If therefor^ it ought to be laid down as a maxim, 
and no reafonable man can doubt of its being fov 
that every war, undertakisn merely from the view of 
ambition,' is unjuft; and that the prince who be* 
gins it, is guilty of all the fad confequences, and 
9l11 the blood fhed on that occafion : what idea ought 
we to form of Alexander's laft conqucfts ? Was ever 
ambition more extravagant, or rather more furious, 
tiian that of this prince ? Come * from a little 
^t of ground ; and forgetting the narrow limits of 
his paternal domains, after he has far extended his 
conquefts; has fubdued, not only the Perfians, but 
alfo the • Ba£lrians and Indians ; has added kingdom to 
kingdom: after all this, I fay, he ftill finds himfelf 
pent up; and determined to force, if pofEble, the 
barriers of nature, he endeavours to difcover a new 
world, and does not fcruple to facrifice millions of 
men to his ambition or curiofity. It is related that 
f Alexander, upon Anaxarchus the philofopher*s telling 
him that there were an infinite number of worlds, 
wept to think that it would be impoflible for him to 

. conquer 

* St. Auft. de Civ. Dei, 1. iv. c. iv. 

• Agebatin/elicem Alexandrum furor aluHadevafiandif & ad tgnpta 
mittelfat yam in vnum regnum multa r^na conjecit : (or cwgejjit) 

jam Grdtci Perfrque -vundem timenf : jam etiam d Dario liberie nationes 
jugum aecipiunt. Hie tamen, ultra Oceatutm Solemquey indignatur ab 
Hercules Ubtri^ue ^eftigiis HiiihriaMjleElere : ifji natura vim parat^—&^ 
ut ita dicam^ mundi clauflra perrumpit, Tanta eft ccecitas mentium^ df 
tanta initiorum fuorum oblit/io. Ille modo ignobilis anguli nonftne con-^ 
troverfta Domi/xutf dete&ojine terrarum^ per Juum reditwrus orbem^ triftis 
eft, Semec. Epiit- 94. & 119. 

\ Mexandro peEiut infatiabile laudis^ qui Anaxarebo — innumerabiles 
Mundos ejfe referenti ; Heu me, inauit, miftrrum, judd ne uno quidem adbuc 
fotitusfum! Angufta bomini pojfej/io gloria fult, qua Deorum omnium 
domidliofuffecit, Vali Max, lib, viii. cap. 14, . « 
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conquer them sJl, fince he had not yet conquered one. 
It is wrong in * Seneca» to compare thefe pretended 
heroes, who have gained renown no otherwife than by 
the ruin of nations, to a conflagratiofi and a flooo, 

£rhich lay wafte and deftroy all things; or to wild 
eafis who live merely by blood- and Daughter ? 
Alexander, t paflioAately fond of glory, of which 
he neither knew the nature nor juft bounds, prided 
himfelf upon treading in the ileps of Hercules, and 
even in carrying his viQorious arms farthier than him. 
What refemblance was there» fays tlie fame Seneca, 
between that wife conqueror, and this frantic youth, 
who mi (look his fuccefsful rafhnefs for merit and vir^ 
tue ? Hercules, in his expeditions, made no conquefts 
for himfelf. He over-ran the univerfe as the fubdoer 
of monfters, the enemy of the wicked,, the averiger 
of thq good, and the reftorer of peace by land and 
fea. Alexander, on the contrary, an unjuft robber 
from his youth, a cruel ravager of provinces, an in** 
famous murderer of his friends, makes his happinefs 
and glory confiil in rendering himfelf formidable to 
all moruls, forgetting that not only the fierceft ani^ 
mals,. but even the vi Left, make themfelves. feared by 
their poifpns. 

But leaving this (irfi confideration, which repre- 
fents conquerors to us as fo many fcourges fent by th<^ 
wrath of heaven into the world to punifh the fins of 
it, let us proceed to examine the lail conquefts, ab- 

ftraftedly 

♦ Exitio gentium c/art^ mn miaoresfuere peftes mortaUttmy quum imf3» 
dutio — ^uam conflagration Semec. Nat. Quaeit. lib. iii, InFraeiat. 

•f Homo gloria dtditus^ cujm nee naturam net madum mvefat, HercnUt 
naftlgia fequefUy ae ne ibi quhdem reflftem ubi iiia^deftteranf, QuidiUi 
(HerculLj Jhtiie btiitiat vefanus adolefcens^ cui prt> virtute erat fifiix 
lemerkas f Hercules nihil Jibi v/cit » orbtm t^rrarum tranfiH/ily mn con- 
ckpifcendojfed tnndicando . Quid -uinceret mmlomm bo/lis^ bmorum vindex^ 
tenarnm marlfiue pacator ? - At hk a pueritia latro^ gentiumque ve^ator^ 
tatn hojiium pernicJes quam amicoyumy qui fummum.oonum aucerel terrgri 
eff'e cunSfis mortidibus ; ohlitusy non feroci^fima tantum fed igftHiu^imi 
^uoque animalia timerl'ob virus malum, ?£«£«, de B«nef, 1, i, C 13. » 
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. ilraAcdIy in tbemfelves/ of Alexander, in order to: ice 
^^bat judgment we are to fonnof thenif . " . '^ 

It muil be confeiTedt that the aiElions of thi^ prince 
iiiffufea fplendour that dazzles and aftoniihes thei inia«> 
^ination, which is ever foad of the great and m^rvek 
lous. His enthufiailic courage raifeji and tranfports 
all who read his hifiory, as it tranfported himfelf; 
But ought we to give the name of bravery and valour 
to a boldnefs that is equally blind, rafh, and impetus. 
pus; a boldnefs void of all rule, that will never liften 
to the v(^e of reafon> and has no other ^uide. than a 
fenfelefs ardour for falfe dory, and a wild defire of 
diiliiigiitiQiiiig itielf, be the methods ever fo unlaw* 
ful ? Thi^ cbarafier fuits only a military robbery 
^'o latino atten<laQts; whofe life i^ only expofed; 
aod who for that reafon^ may be employed in fom« 
] defperate a^iop ; but is far otherwife witn regard to i 
king, for fae..owes has life to all his army and his whole 
kingdomt If we ex^cept fome very rare occafions« 
on which a prince is obliged to venture hi^ perfon, 
Und ifaare the danger with his troops in order to pre«^ 
fervethera; he ought to call to mind, that there is a 
great difference between a geaeral and a private fol. 
aier« True valour is not defifous. of dilplaying k* 
£df, & no. ways aiixious about it^ own reputation, but 
i« folely intent irt preferving the army. It ileers equally 
between a fearful wifdom, tluit forefees and dreacb 
all difficulties, and a brutal ardour, which indufiri^ 
oufly purfucs and confronts dangers of every kind. . In 
a word, to form an accompliihed geneml, prudence 
muil foften and dire£l the too fiery temper of valour ; 
as this latter muft animate and warm the c6ldnefs and 
Qownefs of prudence. , 

Do any of thefe chara3eriftics futt Alexander? 
When .we perufe hiftory, and follow him to fieges 
and battles, we are perpetually alarmed for his fafe- 
ty, and that of his army; and- conclude every mp. 
nient that they are upon the point of being deftroyed* 
^ere we fee a rapid flood, which, is going. to draw in, 

•and 
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and Twallow up the conqueror: there we behold a 
craggy rock, upon which he climbs, and perceives 
round him foldiers, either transfixed by the enemy's 
darts, or thrown headlong by huge ftones into pre- 
cipices. We tremble, when we perceive in a battle 
the axe jiift ready to cleave his head; and much more, 
when we behold him alone in a fortrefs, whither his 
raflinefs had thrown him, expofed to all the javelins of 
the enemy. Alexander was ever perfuaded, that mi- 
racles would be wrought in his favour, than which 
nothing could be more unreafonable, as Plutarch ob- 
ferves; for miraoles do not always happen; and the gods 
at laft are weary of guiding and^referving rafli mortals, 
who abufe the afliftance they afford them. 
. " Plutarch, in a • trcatife where he makes the 
eulogium of Alexander, and exhibits him as an accom- 

Sliflied hero, gives a long detail of the feveral wounds 
e received in every part of his body; and pretends 
that the only defign of fortune, in thus piercing him 
with wounds, was to make his courage more confpi- 
cuous. A renowned warrior, whofe eulogium Plutarch 
has drawn in another part of his writings, did not 
judge in this manner. " Some perfons applauding 
him for a wound he had received in battle, the general 
himfelf declared, that it was a fault which' could be 
excufed only in a young man, and juftly deferved 
cenfure. It has been obferved in Hannibars praife, 
and I myfelf have taken notice of it elfewhere, that 
he was never wounded t in all his battles. I cannot 
fay whether Caefar ever was. 

The laft obfervation, which relates in general to all 

Alexander's expeditions in Afia, muft neceffarily leflen 

very much the merit of his viftories, and the fplen- 

dour of his reputation ; and this is the genius and 

. chara£ler of the nations againft whom he fought. Livy, 

in 

' « Plut. de fortun. Alex. Orat. II. p. 341. i Timothtus. Plut. in 
Felop. p. 278. ' 

. ♦ This trcatife if written by Plut^^h, fcems a juvenile perform* 
ance^ and ha& ver^ much the air of a declamation. 

t Mention is made but of one iingle wound. 
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in a digrcffion, where he inquires what would have 
been tlife fate of Alexander's arms^ in cafe h^ had 
turned them towards Italy; and where he Ihows 
that Rome would certainly :have checked his conquefts, 
infills ftrongly on the refleftion in queftion. He op- 
pofes to this prince, in the article of courage, a great 
number of illuilrious Romans, who. would have re- 
.(ifted him on all occafions; and in the article of 
prudence, that auguft fenate, which Cyneas, to give 
^ more noble idea of it to Pyrrhus his foveteign, laid, 
was corppofed of fo many kings* •* Had he * marched 
•• (fays Livy) agaiqft the Romans, he would fooi^ 
*• have found, that he was . no longer combating 
'* againft a Dariu^, who, oicumbered with gold and 
** purple, the vain equipage of his grandeur, and 
.** dragging after him a multitude of women and eu- 
V nuchs, came as a prey rather tiran .as an enemy; 
**; and wbcmi Alei^nder conquered without {h.e4ding 
"much blood, aiid withopt wanting any other ijierit, 
" than that of daring to defpife what was really con- 
•* temptible. He would have found Italy very dif- 
" fercnt from India, through which he marched 
" in a riotcrus manner, his army quite ftupified with 
" wine; particularly when he fhould have feen the 
'* foreftis of Apulicfv the mountains of Lucania, and 
" the ftill recent footlleps of the defeat of Alexander 
'* his uncle, king .of Epirus, who there- loft his 
** life.** The hiftorian adds, that he fpeaks of Alex- 
ander, not yet depraved and corrupted by profperity, 
whofe fubtle poifon worked as ftrongly upon him, 
as upon any man that ever lived; and he concludes, 
that being thus transformed, he would have apr 

. peared 

• Nonjam cum Darh rem ejje dixijfet^ quern mulierum hcfpadonum 
Mgmen trabentem^ inter furpuram atqut aurnmy oneratum fortuna Jua np^ 
faratibus^ fradam verius quam bofiem^ nihil aliud quam bene aufus vana 
fontemneref incruentu* devicit. Longe alius Italia^ quam India^ -pet 
quam Umulento agmine comm^abundus inceffit^ vifus illi habitus ejfet^fal'^ 
tus Apulite ac monies Lucanus cernenti, tS viftigia recent i a domejiicte clam 
diit.ubi avunculus ejus nuper^ E^iri Rex^ 4U,xander ahfumptus erat% 
Liv. 1. ix. n. 17. * . . I 
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pcarcd very different in Italy from what he had 
Teemed hitherto. 

Thefe rfeiei6lionsi of^Livy fhdw, Ihat Alexander 
partly owed his viftories to the weaknefs of his ene- 
mies ; and that, had h<6 met with xliition^ as coiira- 
geous. and as well inured to all the hardihips of \¥mr 
•as the Romans, and commanded by as able, expen- 
enced generals as thofe of Rome; that then his vic- 
tories would not have been either fo rapid, or fo un* 
interriipted. Neverthetefs, with fome, frotti hence 
we are to judge of the merits of a conqueror* Han- 
siibal and Scipio are confidered as t99o of the gseateft 
]B;eneral8 that ever lived, and for dits r^fon : both of 
them not only underftood'perfefilv the military fci- 
«nce, but their experience, their abititieS, their refolii- 
-tion, and courage, were put to thtt'triat, and fet in the 
itfongeft light. Now, ftoujd w« give to either ol 
Xhem an unequal «inta^onift, one Whofe repiitatioh is 
4iot anfwerjible to their», we (hall no longer have the 
fame idea of them ; and their viftories, though fup- 
pol'ed alike, appear no longer with the fame luftre, nor 
icferve the fame applaufe. 

• Mankind are but too apt to be datzled by ftining 
anions and a pompous exterior, and blindly aban- 
don themfelves to prejudices of every kind. It can- 
Hot be denied but that Alexander poffeffed very great 
qualities ;- but if we throw into the other fcale his 
errors and vices, the prefumptoous ♦ idea he enter- 
tained of his merit, the hign contempt he had for 
other men, not excepting his own father ; his ardent 
thirft of praife and flattery; his ridiculous notion of 
fancying himfelf the fon of Jupiter; of afcribing di* 
vinity. to himfelf; of requiring ^ free, viftorious 

people 

i* Rtferrt in tanto Rege figet fuferham mmaifonem tfefiit, ^ dtfiier* 
jttAs humi jAUntium adulationes, etiam viBis Muctiamthu* graves, ne^ltm 
^GorikMs i ^faeda fuppiiciMy & ittUr vitmm & €pii/Mt cades amcontM^ 
€f vanitatem emerttiemda Jiirpit , Quidji wm amcr in ^'es feret acr'm / 
fmid fi trux ac pr/efervida. ira .• {fiec quicquam dubium inter fcrittorts 
r^w) nnlUnf bac damnm. imper^ttriif virtut/ius 4uclmKs / Liv. 1. ix* 
n. 17. 
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j;>.lK>pIe to pay him a fervile homage, and proftrate 
t^aemfelves igaominioufly before him; his abaodoning* 
himfelf fo ftamefuUy to wine; his yiolem anger^; 
'wihich rifes^ to brutal ferocity; the unjuft and'harba*: 
rotis executioo of bis braVeft and moil faithful ofB* 
cerSi, aod the mucder of his moft worthy friends ia 
thfi voiiA of ieafts an^ carou{aIs» can any one, iaysr 
X^ivy, .believe, that ail thefe imperfe£Hohs db not 
gf Qttly fully the rq>utitlion of a conqiieror ? But Akx^ 
aii4er';^ firanttc ambition, which knows, neither law 
nor limits.; the raih intrepidity with which he brav^> 
dajigersy without the leaft reafon or necei&ty; the 
vreajbaefs and ignorance of the nations (totally un- 
ikiUed in wiu:) ^aialt whomhe fought: do not the(e> 
eneffvate thd: reafons. for whscb he is.tl^ought to have- 
ipcrited tiie/fumame of Oxeat,.and thetitLe of 'Herb?» 
This howerer I. leasre to the prudence and equity of my 
reader^ , -= , » 

. As to myfelf, I am furprifed to find that all ora- 
tors who applaud a prince^ never fail to compare hiiia 
to Alexander. . Ti^ fancy, that when, he is once 
equalled to this king, it is impoflible for panegyric 
tp foar higher : they cannot image to themielves any 
thiogimore itugiift;: and think they have omitted, the* 
firo£9 which finiflies the glory of a hero, ibould they 
not exalt him by this oomparifon. In my opinion 
this denotes a faife tafte» a wrong tum of think* 
ihg; and^ if I nstght be allowed to {ay it, a want of 
judgment, which muil naturally ihock a reafonable 
mii^ For, as Aleocander was iavefted withfupreme* 
poMzer, ho ou^tto have fulfilled the iisveral duties, 
of the fovereignty. We do not find that he poffeffed* 
the firii:, the moft eflebtiali^ and moft excdlent virtues 
of a great prince, wJiich are to be the father, ttieguar-^: 
diao» and fhepberd of his people; to govern thenii 
by good laws; to maker their trade, both by. f^a and' 
land, ilourifh.; to eiu:ourage and proteft acts and .£ci<«. 
(^OQS, to efiabliih peace and plenty, and not fuffer 
his Xiibje^tQ b.Q in 9Py manner agjpieved or in« 
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jured; to maintain an agreeable harmony between M 
orders of the ftate, and make them oonfpire, in due 
proportion, to the public welfare; to employ himfelf 
m doing juftice to all his fubje3s, to hear their dif* 
putes, and reconcile them ; to confider hitnfelf.asthis 
rather of his people, confequently as obliged to pro- 
vide £or all their neceflities, and to procure them the 
feverml enjoyments of life. Now Alexander, .wha 
almoit a moment after he afcended the throne left 
Macedonia, and never returned back into it, did not 
endeavour at any of thefe things, which however are 
the chief and moft fubftantial duties of a great prince. 

He feems poiTefled of fuch qualities only as are of 
the fecond rank, I mean thofe of war, and thefe are 
all extravagant; are carried to the raflieft and moft 
odious excefs, and to the extremes of foUy and fury ; 
whilft his kingdom is left a prey ta the rapine and 
exaftions of Antipater; and all the conquered pro- 
vinces abandoned to the infatiable avarice of the go« 
vernors, who carried their oppreflion fo far, that Alex- 
ander was forced to put them to death. . Nor do his 
foldiers appear in a more advantageous light: for 
tfaefe after having plundered the weakh of the Eaft, 
and after the prince had given themthe higheft marks 
of his beneficence, grew fo licentious, fo debauched 
and abandoned to. vices of every kind, that he was 
forced to pay their debts, amounting to fifteen hun* 
dred thoufand pounds. What ftrange men were thefe ! 
how depraved their fchool ! how pernicious the fruit 
of their vi£lories! Is it doing honour to a prince; is 
it adcurning his panegyric, to compare him with fuch 
a model ? 

. The Romans, indeed, feem to have held Alexander's 
memory in great veneration; but I very much quef- 
tion whether in the virtuous ages of the common- 
wealth, he would have been confidered as fo great a 
man. Caefar ^ feeing his ftatue in a temple in opain, 

during" 

'y Dion. 1. xxxviv. p. ^3. App. delSell^. Mithrii. p. 253^* ' Di^A* 
U fi. p. 454. ' Id. 1. lix. p. 653, Id. 1. Ixxvii. p. 873. 
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during hfs government of it, after his praeforfliip, could 
not forbear groaning and fijjhing, when he compated' 
the few glorious aftioiis achieved by hira, to the mighty 
exploits of this conquerer. It was faid that Porapey, 
in one of his triumphs, appeared dreffed in that king's 
furtout. Auguftus pardoned the Alexandrians, lor 
the fake of their founder^ Caligula, in a ceremony in 
which he affumed the charafter pf a mighty conqueror, 
\vore Alexander's coat of mail. But no one carried 
his veneration for this monarch fo far as Caracalla.' 
Heufed the fame kii^d of arms and goblets as that prince: 
he had a Macedonian phalanx in his army : he perfe- 
cuted the Peripatetics, and would have burnt all the 
books of Ariftotle their founder, becaufe he was fiif- 
pefled to have confpired with tbofe who poifoned 
Alexander* 

I believe that I may Juftly aflert, that if an impar- 
tial perfon of good fenfe reads Plutarch's lives of il- 
luftrious men with attention, they will leave fuch a 
tacit and ftrong imprefllon in his mind, as will make 
him confider Alexander one of the leaft valuable 
among them. But how ftrong would the contraft be 
found, had we the lives of Epaminondas, of Hanni- 
cal and.Scipio, the lofs of which can never be too 
much regretted! How little would Alexander appear, 
fet oiF>\rith all his titles, and furrounded by all his 
conquefts, even if confidered in a military light, when 
compared to thofe heroes who were truly great, and 
worthy their exalted reputation! 

Sect. XX. RefleBions on the Perjians^ Greeks^ and 
Macedonians^ by Monfieur Bojfuety BiJIiop ofMeaux, 

^■^HE reader will not be difpleafed with my in- ^ 
-*• ferting'hcre part of the admirable ♦ refleSions 
of the BiOiop of Nleaux, on the chara£ler and govern- 
ment of the Perfians, Greeks, and Macedonians, whpfe 
hiftory we have heard. 

The 

* Difcourfe on uiuverfal hhtory. Part iM^iChap. 4. 



The histOrv 

• Th« Greek nations, fcveral of whom haJ at firft 
lived under a monarchical fbrin of government, havinjr 

ftudied the art of ci\il polity, imagined they were 
able to govern themfelves, and* moll of their cities 
formed themfelves into commonwealths. But the 
wife legiflators, who arofe in every country, as a 
ThaleSy a Pythagoras, a Pht^^us, a Lycurgus, a So- 
Um, and many others mentioned in hiftory, prevented' 
liberty from degenerating into licentioufneis. Laws 
drawn up wkh great (implicity, and few in number, 
awed the people, held them in their duty, * and 
made them all confpire to the general good of the 
country. 

- The idea of liberty which fuch a condrSt infpiied, 
was wonderful. For the liberty which the Greeks 
figured to themfelves, was fuW^tt.to the taw, that is, 
to reafon itfelf; acknowleilged as fuch by the whole ^ 
nation. -They would not let men rife to power among 
them. Magiilrates, who were feared during theif 
office, became afterwards private men, and had no 
authority but ^hat their experience gave them. The 
law was confidered as their fovereign; it was (he ap^ 
pointed magiilrates, prcfcribed the limits of their 
power, and punifhed their mal-admiiiiftration. The 
advantage of this government was, the citizens bore 
ib much the greater love to their country, as all 
fhared in the government of it ; and as ev^ry individual 
was capable of attaining its higheft dignities. 

The advantage which accrued to Greece from phi- 
lofophy, with regard to the prefervation of its form 
of government, is incredible. The greater freedom. 
thele nations enjoyed, the greater neceffity there was 
to fettle the laws relating to manners and thofe of fo- 
<;iety, agreeable to reafon and good fenfe- From Py- ' 
tbagoras, Thale/s, Anaxagoras, Socrates, Archyta^ 
Plato, Xenophon, Ariilotle, and a multitude more, the 
Greeks received their noble precepts.. 

But why fhould we mention pbilofopbers only? 

The writings of even the poets, which were in every 

' . J^ body's 
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body's h^nds, diverted them very much, but inftrufled 
them ftill more* The moft renowned of conquerors 
confidered Homer as a mafter, who taught him to go- 
vern wifely. This Jreat poet inftruSed people, no lefs 
happily, in obedience, and the duties of a good citizen* 
When the Greeks, thus educated, faw the delicacy 
of the Afiatics ; their drefs and beauty, emulating that 
of women, they held them in the utmoft contempt. 
But their form of government, thjt had no other rule 
than- their priace's will, which took place of all laws, 
not excepting the moft facred, infpired them with hor- 
ror; and the Barbarians were the moft hateful of 
objeQs to Greece. ' . ^ 

*" The Greeks had imbibed this hatred in the moft 

early times, and it was become al moft natural to them. 

A circumftance which made thefe nations delight fo 

much in Homer's poems, was his celebrating the ad* 

vantages and viftones of Greece over Afia. On the 

>Xide of Afia was Venus, that is to fay, the pleafures, 

the idle loves^ and-efieminacy : on that of Greece was 

Juno, or in other words, -gravity with conjugal affec- 

tion. Mercury with eloquence, and Jupiter with wife 

policy. With the Afiatics was Mars, an impetuous 

and brutal deity, that is to lay, war carried on with 

fury: with the Greeks Pallas, or, in other words, tha 

fcience of war and valour, condufted by reafon. The 

Grecians, from this time, had ever imagined, that un* 

derftanding and true bravery were natural as well as 

peculiar to them. They could not bear the thoughts 

of Afia's defign to conquer them ; and in bowing to 

this yoke, they would have thought they had fubje£led! 

virtue to pleafure, the mind to the body, and true 

courage to force without reafon, which conlifted merely 

in numbers. 

The Greeks were ftrongly infpired with thefe fenti. 

ments« when Darius, fon of Hyftafpes, and, Xerxes^ 

invadbd them, with armies fo prodigioufly numerous 

VoLVL P ^ « 

c Ifocratet in Pjmegyr, 
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a« cxcrr?? all belief. The Perfian* found often, to 
ihcir c<yft, the great afivantagc •which difcipltoe ha* 
over miltltii'lc aiiH confufion ; and how greatly fuperior 
couriigc (when conduced by art) is> to a blind itnpe- 
tiiofity. 

Pcrfia, after having been fo often conqnePei by the 
Greeks, had nothirg to do but to few divifionft among 
them ; and the height to which conqueft had raffed the 
latter, facilitated this effeft. ** As fear held them i» 
ihe bands of union, viftory and fccurity diifolved 
them. HaviiT<T always been ufed to fight and coa^er^ 
ihey no fooner believed that the power of the Perfiam 
could not diflrefs them, but they turned their arm* 
again ft each other. 

Among the feveral republics of which Greece wa» 
compofcd, Athens and Lacedaemon were undoubtedly 
the chief. Thefe two great common weakiis^ wfaoie 
manners and conduft were direttlyoppofittf, perplexed 
and incommoded one another, in the cotnimm defign 
they had of fubjefting all Greece : fo that they were 
eternally at variance, and this more froma contranety 
of interefts, than an oppofnion of tempers aiid dif* 
pofitions. 

The Grecian cities would not fubjefi themfelves to> 
cither: for befides that every one of them de(ired> ta» 
live free and independent, they were not pleafcd wkb 
the government or cither of thofe two cominonweahh»w 
We have (hewn, in the courfe of this^htftory^ that the 
Peloponnefian, and other wars, were other owing to^ 
or fupported by, the reciprocal jealoufy of Lacedae^ 
monia and Athens. But at th^ fam« time that this- 
jealoufy diflurbcd, it fupported Greece in fonoe mca- 
f ure ; and kept it from being dependent on either oi 

thofe republics. 

The Pcrfians foon perceived tills ftater and condition 
<»f Greece ; after which, the whole fecret of their poli. 
tics was to keep up thefe jealoufies, and fbflient thefe 

'divilioofi. 
< Plat, de Leg. U iii, ^ 
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d'lvifions. Lacedachiohia, being the mbft ambit iaiis» 
was the firft- that made them engage in the Grecian 
q^aarrel^. The Perfiahs took part in them, wifeh^avi'eivi 
of fubjeftrng the whole nation; and indiiftrious to 
jnake the Greeks weaken one another, they onlif^ waited 
fcyr the fafVH>urtible mffant to cruffi' them all tc%etl>er. 
* And now- the crtib^ of Gfeece cbfifidened, in tlwir 
wars, oniy^.tFie king of' Pe'rfe-; whonlthey called t^!T<s 
great kfng; or the king, by w^y of eminente, as if- 
they ah'eady thought themfelves his fubj efts. HbW- ' 
ever, when Greece was upon' the brink of flavefy, and 
ready to fall into the hands of the Barbarians, it was 
irhpofriBle for the genius, thci*. ancieht fp^irit^ of the^ 
country, not to roufe' and take the alarm. Ag^fiiaiis, 
kmg of LacedasmoriiaV made the Ptrfisms trenibl^ in . 
A-fia Minor, and fhowied that they might be hurbibled. 
Their weaknefs was ftill more evideht, by the glotio'us 
retreat of the ten thotffand Greeks, who had followed 
the Younger Cyrus, 

It was then that all Greece faw mor^ plainly than 
ever, that it pofleffed' an- invincible body of foldiery, • 
which was able to fubdue a*!! rtations ; and that nbthi\ig 
biit its feuds and divifiorts could fubjeft it tx) an enemy^ 
who was too weak to refrft it when united* ■ ^ • . • 

Philip of Macedon, a prince whofe abilities were 
equal to his valour, took fo greart advantage. of the 
divifions whi'ch reigned between the various cities and • 
commonweahhs, that though his kingdom was but- 
fmall, yet^ as it was united,^ and his power abfolute, • 
he at laff, partly \>y artifice, and partly by ftrengtli, 
rofe to greater power than any of the Grecian ftates, 
and obliged them all to march under his' ftandards 
againft the common enemy. This was the ftate. of 
Greece when Philip loft his life, and Alexander his 
fon fucceeded to his kingdom an^d to the defigns he had 
projefted. 

The Matddonians-, at his acceffion, were not onlsr 

P 2 ^ well 
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well difciplined and inured tb toils^ but triumphant ; 
and become, by fo many fuccefTes, almoft as much 
fuperior to the other Greeks in valour and difcipline» 
as the rell of the Greeks were fuperior to the Perfians^ 
and to fuch nations as refembled them. 

. Darius, who reigned over Perfia in^ Alexander's 
time, wasajuil, brave, and generous prince ; was be- 
loved by his fubje^s, and wanted neither good fenfe» 
nor vigour, for tne execution of his defigns. But, if 
we compare them ; if we oppofe the genius of Darius^ 
to the penetrating, fublime one of Alexander ; the 
valour of the former, to the mighty, invincible cou- 
rage (which obftacles animated^ oi the latter; with 
that boundlefs deflre of Alexander, of augmenting his 
glory, and his entire belief that all things ought to bow 
the neck to him, as being formed by Providence fupe- 
rior to the reft of mortals ; a belief with which he in- 
fjpired not only his generals, but the meaneft of his 
ioldiers, who thereby rofe above difficulties, and even 
above themfelves: the reader will eafily judge which 
of the monarchs was to be victorious. 

If to thefe conliderations we add the advantages 
which the Greeks and Macedonians had over their 
enemies, it muft be confefled, that it was impoflible 
for the Perfian empire to fubfift any longer, when in- 
vaded by fo great a hero, and by fuch invincible 
ar;nies. And thus we difcover, at one and the fame 
time, the circumftance which ruined the empire of the 
P^rfiatis, and raifed that of Alexander. 

,To fmooth his way to viftory, the Perfians happened 
to lofe the only general who was able to make head 
againft the Greeks, and this was Memnon of Rhodes. 
So long as Alexander fought againfl. this illuftrious 
war^or, he might glory in having vanquifhed an 
enemy \yortby of himfelf. But in the very infancy 
of a diverfion, which began already to divide Greece, 
Memnon died, ^fter which Alexander obliged all 
things to give way before him. 

This 
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This prince made his entrance into Babylon,: with a 
fplendor and magnificence which had never been feen. 
before ; and, after having revenged Greece ; after fub- 
duing, with incredible fwiftnefs, all the nations^ fubjpcL 
to Perfia ; to fecyre his new empire on#every fide, ot 
rather to'fatiate his ambition, and render his name 
more famous than that of Bacchus, he marched into 
India, and there extended his conquefts farther than 
that celebrated conqueror had done.. But the monarchy 
whofe impetuous career neither deferts, rivers, nor 
mountains gould ftop, was obliged to yield to the mur- 
murs of his foldiers, who called aloud for eafe and 
repofe, 

Alexander returned to Babylon, dreaded and re- 
fpefted, not as a. conqueror, but as a god. Never- 
thelefs, the formidable empire he had acquired fubfifted 
no longer than his life, which was but (hort. ' At thirty- 
three years of age, in the midft of the grandeft defigns 
that ever man formed, and flufhed with the fureft 
hopes, of fiiccefs, he died before he had lieifure to fettle 
his affairs on a folid foundation ; leaving behind him 
a weak brother^ and children very young, all incapable 
of fiipporting the weight of fuch a power. 

But the Gircumftance which proved moft fatal to his 
family and empire was his having taught the generals 
who furvived him, to breathe nothing but ambition 
and war. He forefaw the prodigious lengths they 
would go after his death. To curb their ambitious 
views, and for fear of miftaking in his conjeftures, he 
did not dare to name his fucceflbr, or the guardian of 
his children. He only foretold, that his friends would 
folemnize his obfequies with bloody battles ; and he 
expired in the flower of his age, full of the fad images 
of the confufion which would follow his death. 

And indeed, Macedonia, the kingdom he inherited, 
which his anceftors had governed during fo many ages, 
was invaded on all fides-, as a fuccelTion that was 
become vacant ; and after being long expofed a prey, 

* was 
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was at laft pofTcfTed by another family. , Thus this- 

f;reat conqueror, the moft renowned the world ever 
aw, was the laft king of his family. Had he lived 
peaceably in Macedon, the vaft bounds of his empire 
would not havfe proved a temptation to his generals ; 
and he would have left to his children the kingdom he 
inherited from his anceflors. But, "rifing to too ex- 
alted a height of power, he proved the deftruftion of 
Iiis^pofterity ; and fuch Was the glorious fruit of all his 
conquefls. 
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